
Masquerade – Will the Real Jesus Stand Up       10/12/14 

Colossians 1:15-23        Sunday AM  

 

Open you Bibles to Colossians 1 – we’re going to continue 

our series we started last Sunday entitled Masquerade. The 

intent of this series is to unmask the fallacies of faith we face 

every day living in a post-Christian yet spiritually-saturated 

society. It is my hope that we can learn from the Apostle 

Paul the necessary tools of discernment we need so we might 

rightly align our lives w/ the truth of God as we seek first 

His kingdom and righteousness.  

 

Discernment is not a matter of simply telling the difference 

between right from wrong; rather it is telling the difference 

between right and almost right. Spurgeon 

 

Last week we began our series by discerning the difference 

b/w a good faith vs. a God faith. A good faith is marked by 

what we can do, while a God is measured by what God is 

doing through you. As we pick up our series today, we’re 

going to continue unmasking cultural Christianity by looking 

at the true identity of Christ. 

 

Do you remember the show – To Tell the Truth? A panel of 

celebrities would be introduced to (3) people all claiming to 

be the same person. After a series of questions the celebrities 

had to select the person they believed to be the actual person. 

The emcee would ask for the real person to step forward.  



Maybe more than any time in history, we’re in need of 

clarity for the real Jesus. We need the real Jesus to stand up! 

 

In our world today, there are a number of ideas about who 

Jesus is and what He did. Some say He was a great teacher, 

others a prophet, some a criminal and anarchist, while a few 

consider Him to be a legend or lunatic – But who was He? 

 

Jesus once asked this question of His disciples.  In Luke 9, 

He asked, “Who do the crowds say that I am?” After a mixed 

response, He then asked, “But who do you say that I am?”  

 

I wonder what your answer is to such a question. When is 

comes to Jesus being the answer, I’m reminded of a cute 

story. One Sunday, a pastor was teaching a children’s 

sermon and he wanted to use a squirrel as an example of 

industry and preparation. So, as the kids gathered around, he 

asked, “Kids, do you know what’s little and brown and has a 

bushy tail?” No one repied. He said, “You know, it scurries 

around, climbs trees, and collects acorns. What am I talking 

about?” The kids were looking at each other until finally, a 

girl held up her hand and said, “Pastor, I know the answer is 

supposed to be ‘Jesus’ but it sounds like a squirrel to me!”  

 

Whoever Jesus is to you will determine His place and 

role in your life. And while, it doesn’t matter what others 

say, it does matters who really He is.  

 



You’ve probably heard the word theology – study of God. It 

comes from – theos – meaning God and – logos – meaning 

word or concept. Inside the study of theology are a number 

of other “ologies” to understand God as a whole. For 

example, ecclesiology is the study of the ecclesia (church).  

 

Arguably the important topic in the study of God is the study 

of Christ – known as Christology. It begins w/ the question, 

“Who is Jesus Christ?” If you have an incorrect Christology, 

then the rest of your theology will be suspect. 

 

Paul wrote this letter to correct the heresy about Jesus that 

was circulating in the church b/c of the influence of culture. 

As a result, this section of Colossians contains the strongest 

Christological statements found anywhere in the Bible.  

  

I Jesus is the IMAGE of God 

 
15 The Son is the image of the invisible God, 

 

image (eikon) icon – made in someone’s likeness like a 

statue, coin, or portrait.   

 

Jesus is the perfect substance of God. In Him, the invisible 

God became visible and all things visible have come as a 

result of His doing. He’s the physical representation of God. 

 

If you have seen me you have seen the Father. Jn 14:9 



In the beginning was the Word, the Word was w/ God, and 

the Word was God. He was w/ God in the beginning… The 

Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. Jn. 1:1 

 

II Jesus is the CREATOR God 

 

…the firstborn over all creation. For in him all things were 

created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, 

whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; …all 

things have been created through him and for him. 

  

firstborn (prototokos) refers to position or rank and not 

chronology. It’s a reference of supremacy. 

 

It’s about position and privilege. The firstborn in a Jewish 

family received the inheritance. When Paul wrote Jesus was 

the firstborn, he meant Jesus has the right to claim all things 

belonging to the Father – even His deity!  

 

In the past God spoke to our forefathers through the 

prophets at many times and in many ways, but in these last 

days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed heir 

of all things, and through whom he made the universe. The 

Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact 

representation of his being, sustaining all things by his 

powerful word… Hb. 1:2-3 

 



As the physical representation of the Godhead, all creation 

derives its existence, sustenance, and purpose in Christ 

alone. Paul made this statement to thwart the erroneous 

teachings of the Colossian heresy that matter is evil and to 

declare that Jesus was God b/c of His ability to create.  

 

One of the greatest proofs of Jesus’ divinity is His ability 

to create. The ability to create belongs to God alone and the 

fact that Jesus creates indicates He is God. (note 3 words) 

 

 A IN Him (en) 

 

Creation occurred from w/in Jesus’ person/power meaning 

all of creation comes as a result of His ministry. 

 

Through him all things were made; w/out him nothing was 

made that has been made.  Jn. 1:3-4 

 

made (ginomai) was fashioned into existence.   

 

nothing – not one thing. Everything we can experience 

empirically finds its origin in the creative genius of Christ. 

 

 B THROUGH Him (di) 

 

through whom also He made the world – Christ is the 

originating center and mediating agent of creation.  

 



All things came into being by Him, apart from Him nothing 

came into being that has come into being. Jn. 1:3 

 

world (aionas) the commonly used Greek word for world is 

kosmos, but that’s not the word used here. The word is 

aiõnas, which doesn’t mean the material world but “the 

ages,” meaning Jesus is responsible not only for the physical 

earth but for creating time, space, energy, and matter. 

 

The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the 

works of His hands. Ps. 19:1 

 

 The sun is 8,655,000 miles in diameter and is 93 mil. miles 

from the earth. If it were any closer we’d burn and any 

farther we’d freeze. The sun is so large you could put 1.2 

mil. earths inside it and still have room for 4.3 mil. moons. 

 

 Light travels at 186,000 miles/sec. A beam of light reaches 

the moon in 1.5 seconds. If we could travel at that speed, 

it’d take 2 min. 18 sec. to reach Venus, 4.5 min. to reach 

Mercury, 1 hour 11 sec. to reach Saturn, and nearly 4 

hours to reach Pluto, 2.7 bil. miles from earth, and still, 

we’d be well inside our own solar system. 

 

 The North Star is 400 trillion miles away but is still nearby 

in relation even to known space. The star Betelgeuse is 

880 quadrillion miles (880
15

) from us.  It has a diameter of 

250 mil. miles, which is greater than the earth’s orbit. 



Sir John C. Eccles, Nobel Laureate in neurophysiology, said 

the odds against the right combination of circumstances 

occurring to have evolved intelligent life on earth are highly 

improbable – inferring the evolution of substance starting 

from nothing is nothing short of miraculous – but to happen 

over and over throughout our universe and beyond exceeds 

improbable, but impossible – w/out an intelligent designer.   

 

If there is not a Creator, then you have a problem clarifying 

how our complex immeasurable universe came to be. 

 

 C FOR Him (eis) 

 

Everything that has been created was not only by Jesus, but 

for His glory and goodness. Christ is the end for which all 

things exist and have their being. 

 

III Jesus is the SOVEREIGN God 

 
17 He is before all things, and in him all things hold together. 

 

Christ is more than the author of life and creation; He and no 

other (autos), is the eternal sustainer of it. He only has to 

w/draw His hand and it’d collapse – sovereign jurisdiction. 

 

hold together (sunestimei) to stick together; Jesus is the 

super glue of all matter and the duct tape of the Universe.  

 



IV Jesus is the HEAD of the Church 

 
18 And he is the head of the body, the church; 

 

He is the directing brain – and sovereign chief who guides 

and governs. He controls every part providing life/direction.  

 

V Jesus is the LORD of Life 

 

…he is the beginning and the firstborn from among the 

dead, so that in everything he might have the supremacy. 

 

firstborn (prototokos) b/c Christ is the first and only being 

to be resurrected from the dead under His own power not 

to die again, giving Him supremacy and legitimacy over. 

 

Yes the Bible records several instances of dead people 

coming back to life. Jesus raised Jairus’ daughter and the son 

of the Widow of Nain. Lazarus was restored to life after 

being (4) days. But all of these people eventually died – but 

Jesus came forth from the grave and is alive forevermore.  

 

Our world is littered w/ the graves of millions of people. 

You can travel to Medina and see the tomb of Mohammed. 

You can go to Sri Lanka and visit the Temple of the Tooth, 

where a tooth from the corpse of Buddha is enshrined. The 

pyramids in Egypt and the Taj Mahal in India are all just 

fancy tombs.  



But when you visit a garden outside of Jerusalem – all you 

find is an empty tomb. Jesus was buried in a borrowed 

tomb, b/c He knew He wouldn’t need it long!  

 

Years ago in Russia, when Nikita Khrushchev died, they 

were looking for a place to bury him. By this time he was 

persona non grata in Russia. Khrushchev’s family made a 

request of Golda Meier, the first prime minister of Israel. 

Her reply was priceless, “Yes, you may bury Mr. 

Khrushchev in Israel, but I must warn you that Israel has the 

highest resurrection rate of any nation on earth!” 

 

Before His death, Jesus claimed He’d be resurrected from 

the dead. He pointed to His body and said, “Destroy this 

Temple and in (3) days I will build it back again.” Jn. 2:19 

 

Even if you don’t believe Jesus is God, you’ve got to 

consider the question: WHAT HAPPENED JESUS’ BODY? 

Where is the corpus delecti? For those who don’t believe 

Jesus rose from the dead, there are (2) theories: (1) Stolen 

Body Theory; or (2) Swoon Theory. 

 

The Stolen Body Theory claims the body of Jesus was stolen 

and hidden by His enemies or His friends. If His enemies 

took the body, then when the message of the resurrection 

started spreading, the opposition would’ve produced the 

body and the movement would’ve ended.  



If the disciples took Jesus’ body, then surely, one of them 

would’ve recanted in the face of the death – but all of them 

went to their deaths w/ an unshakable profession that Jesus 

arose from the dead. History tells us all of them were abused 

and tortured; except for John, they all died by execution.  

  

The other theory is the Swoon Theory. This is theory 

suggests Jesus really didn’t die; He was merely unconscious 

when He was removed from the cross. In the coolness of the 

tomb, He revived, unwrapped Himself from a 50 yards of 

cloth, moved a 2-ton stone and walked away.  

 

J. Vernon McGhee once received a letter from a lady who 

listened to his program. She wrote: “Our preacher said on 

Easter that Jesus just swooned on the cross and the disciples 

nursed him back to health. What do you think?” McGee 

replied, “Dear Sister, beat your preacher w/ a leather whip. 

Nail him to a cross. Hang him in the sun for six hours. Run a 

spear through his heart. Embalm him. Put him in an airless 

tomb for three days. Then you see what happens.”  

 

VI Jesus is the SUPREME God 

 
19 For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him, 

 

I believe this verse speaks to the uniqueness and supremacy 

of Christ – that He is above and beyond all other gods.  

 



pleased (endukeo) to think well of or be satisfied w/. – idea 

of Mt. 3:17 – This is my Son w/ whom I am well pleased. 

 

fullness (pleroma) filled up to capacity – all of the deity of 

God was in Christ. He alone is the representation of God.  

 

You may be thinking, “I thought there’s only one God!” 

There is. But there are plenty of man-made gods.  

 

A man who was merely a man and said the things Jesus said 

wouldn’t be a great moral teacher. He’d either be a lunatic—

on the level w/ a man who says he’s a poached egg – or he’d 

be the devil of hell. You must take your choice. Either this 

was, and is, the Son of God, or else a madman or something 

worse. You can shut him up for a fool or you can fall at his 

feet and call him Lord and God. But let us not come w/ any 

patronizing nonsense about his being a great human teacher. 

He has not left that open to us. He didn’t intend to. C.S. Lewis 

 

VII Jesus is the REDEEMER God 

 

…and through him to reconcile to himself all things, 

whether things on earth or things in heaven, by making 

peace through his blood, shed on the cross. Once you were 

alienated from God and were enemies in your minds b/c of 

your evil behavior.
 
But now he has reconciled you by 

Christ’s physical body through death to present you holy in 

his sight, w/out blemish and free from accusation… 



I like the way Eugene Peterson paraphrases Colossians 1:20, 

“All the broken and dislocated pieces of the universe–people 

and things, animals and atoms–get properly fixed and fit 

together in vibrant harmonies, all b/c of his death, his blood 

that poured down from the cross.” (The Message)  

 

We’re all born w/ a problem: We’re sinners by nature and by 

choice. Nobody ever had to teach you to lie or cheat – you 

were born w/ that tendency. This sin problem has created a 

chain reaction of other problems in our lives. That’s the 

problem of humanity. We’re all broken down by our sinful 

condition. Like a broken watch or computer. But instead of 

tossing us out, like we usually do, Jesus has sought to 

redeem and repair us through His death.  

 

reconcile (apokatallassai) to provide full restoration. To 

exchange hostility for friendship.   

 

Through the sufficient work of Christ on the cross where His 

blood was shed, Christ had made a provision for all things to 

be reconciled w/ God. Only Christ has provided grace. 

 

 

 

 

 


