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Spring training is just a few days away – the start of a new 

season of baseball. You may not know this about me, but 

I’m kind of baseball nut. I love baseball. Of all the sports I 

played growing up, I think I enjoyed baseball the most. And 

now that my son is playing and I’m in baseball heaven… 

 

Spring Training is MLB preseason. Comprised of the Cactus 

League (AZ) and the Grapefruit League (FL). Games begin 

in February and run thru March leading up to opening day. 

During these games, managers field multiple lineups to 

prepare already established players, new acquisitions, and 

minor leaguers a chance to make the active roster. 

 

I’ve entitled this next series of teaching – Spring Training – 

b/c I want to return to the fundamentals of following Jesus. 

On the heels of talking about being and making disciples – I 

think we could all benefit from a few lessons on the 

essentials of followship. Let me begin w/ a basic truth: 

 

The Christian life is about KNOWING God, HEARING 

His voice – and OBEYING His leading. 

 

When I speak of KNOWING God – I’m referring to 

knowing Him as Savior in salvation and growing in intimacy 

w/ Him as your Lord. 



In HEARING God – I’m referring to cultivating a listening 

ear that is able to hear and distinguish God’s voice in your 

everyday life so you can follow His leading. 

 

In OBEYING God – I’m referring to a willing and 

responsive spirit to God’s personal leading in your life. 

 

Today I want to focus on the idea of hearing God. I believe 

the one critical point to understanding and experiencing God 

is knowing clearly when He is speaking.  (WHFBC Retreat) 

 

If the Christian does not know when God is speaking, he is 

in trouble at the heart of His Christian life! Blackaby 

 

At the core of one’s followship of God (trust in God) is a 

clear understanding of how we choose to live each day. 

  

1. I don’t care what you think I’m doing life my way. 

2. Here are my plans (what I’m doing) will you bless it. 

3. What is your will – I will be obedient. 

 

The idea of God speaking shouldn’t seem too mystical to us. 

Throughout Scripture there are countless stories of God 

frequently speaking to His people. From Adam in Genesis to 

John in Revelation, God not only spoke, but spoke clearly to 

anyone who would listen.  Thankfully, the same God who 

spoke in the pages of our Bible is still speaking today – 

and He wants us to personally know His will.  



If we’re going to learn to listen for God, then we need to 

come to grips w/ the reality THAT God speaks and then we 

can begin to gain some understanding of HOW He speaks. 

 

In the past God spoke to our ancestors through the 

prophets at many times and in various ways, but in these last 

days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed 

heir of all things, and through whom also he made the 

universe. The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the 

exact representation of his being, sustaining all things by his 

powerful word. After he had provided purification for 

sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty in heaven. 

 

 God Spoke through the PROPHETS in the O.T.  

 God Spoke through JESUS in the Gospels  

 God Speaks through the HOLY SPIRIT today 

 

I God Speaking in the OLD Testament 

 

There is much for us to learn from the way God interacted 

w/ His people in the O.T. Let’s look at a few cases. 

 

In Gen. God spoke to Joseph thru dreams and visons. In Ex. 

3 – God spoke to Moses in a burning bush – think that’d get 

your attention. In 1 Kg. 19:11-13, God spoke to Elijah in a 

still, small voice. 

 



The word of the LORD came to him: “What are you doing 

here, Elijah?” He replied, “I’ve been very zealous for 

the LORD Almighty. The Israelites have rejected your 

covenant, torn down your altars, and put your prophets to 

death w/ the sword. I’m the only one left, and now they’re 

trying to kill me too.” The LORD said, “Go out and stand on 

the mountain in the presence of the LORD, for the LORD is 

about to pass by.” Then a great and powerful wind tore the 

mountains apart and shattered the rocks before the LORD, 

but the LORD was not in the wind. After the wind there was 

an earthquake, but the LORD wasn’t in the earthquake. After 

the earthquake came a fire, but the LORD wasn’t in the fire. 

After the fire came a gentle whisper. When Elijah heard it, 

he pulled his cloak over his face and went out and stood at 

the mouth of the cave. Then a voice said to him, “What are 

you doing here, Elijah?” He replied, “I’ve been zealous for 

the LORD God Almighty. The Israelites have rejected your 

covenant, torn down your altars, and put your prophets to 

death w/ the sword. I’m the only one left, and now they’re 

trying to kill me too.” The LORD said, “Go back the way you 

came, and go to the Desert of Damascus. When you get 

there, anoint Hazael king over Aram. Also, anoint Jehu son 

of Nimshi king over Israel, and anoint Elisha son of Shaphat 

from Abel Meholah to succeed you as prophet. Jehu will put 

to death any who escape the sword of Hazael, and Elisha 

will put to death any who escape the sword of Jehu. Yet I 

reserve 7,000 in Israel – all whose knees haven’t bowed 

down to Baal and whose mouths have not kissed him.” 



Point. In every case we discover a few important truths: 

 

1 – When God spoke – it was always unique to the person. 

2 – When God spoke – the person knew God was speaking. 

3 – When God spoke – the person knew what God said. 

 

Don’t miss this – God spoke to each person in a manner in 

which they knew w/out question it was God. 

 

And after speaking w/ His people through the patriarchs and 

the prophets – of which the people turned a deaf ear – God 

went silent. For 400 yrs. He was silent. And then He spoke 

in a new way – in a very specific way in Jesus. 

 

II God Speaking in the GOSPELS 

 

The life and ministry of Jesus Christ is w/out question the 

greatest gift of God Speak ever known to man. In His life we 

both see and hear the message of grace. He taught us through 

His investment in the people and in His disciples the way of 

life. If we only had the gospel accounts – we would have 

everything we’d need for life in God. 

 

In His interaction w/ the disciples – Jesus has spoken 

specifically into our lives about what is important, what 

should be our priorities, and how we should engage God and 

others. His words are beyond prolific – and they demand 

absolute obedience.  



Simply put – if you want to hear God speak – just read the 

Gospels! Camp out there! You will drown in His immensity 

and be confounded by His majestic servant example. 

 

I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know 

me, just as the Father knows me and I know the Father. I lay 

down my life for the sheep… My sheep hear my voice. I 

know them, and they follow me.  Jn. 10:14 

 

Here is the crazy thing about sheep. They’re defenseless, 

dumb, and dependent. Sheep have no means of protecting 

themselves, their not very intelligent, and the result is they’re 

absolutely dependent on their shepherd. 

 

In Palestine, shepherd would often put multiple herds of 

sheep inside the same pin at night for their protection – and 

then the shepherd would sleep in the gateway serving as the 

gate-keeper. In the AM, when it was time to go back into the 

fields to graze, each shepherd would come to the pin and call 

out his sheep and they would respond faithfully to the tenor 

of their shepherd’s voice – they knew his voice and they 

would follow his lead. 

 

Jesus is saying the same to us. We’re like those defenseless, 

dumb, dependent sheep – we must take our lead from our 

Shepherd. To miss His voice or to confuse it w/ another 

voice can be devastating to our lives. There’s but One voice 

we need to be tuned w/ in our lives and willing to respond. 



“If you love me, keep my commands.  I’ll ask the Father, and 

he will give you another advocate to help you and be w/ you 

forever – the Spirit of truth. The world can’t accept him, b/c 

it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he 

lives w/ you and will be in you. I will not leave you as 

orphans; I’ll come to you. Before long, the world will not see 

me anymore, but you will see me. B/c I live, you also will 

live. On that day you will realize that I’m in my Father, and 

you’re in me, and I’m in you. Whoever has my commands 

and keeps them is the one who loves me. The one who loves 

me will be loved by my Father, and I too will love them and 

show myself to them…” Jesus said, “Anyone who loves me 

will obey my teaching. My Father will love them, and we will 

come to them and make our home w/ them. Anyone who does 

not love me will not obey my teaching. These words you hear 

are not my own; they belong to the Father who sent me. “All 

this I have spoken while still w/ you. But the Advocate, the 

H.S., whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you 

all things and will remind you of everything I have said to 

you. Peace I leave w/ you; my peace I give you. I don’t give 

to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be 

troubled and do not be afraid.  Jn. 14:14-26 

 

We’ll talk about this more later, but Jesus said clearly – if we 

love Him we will obey Him when He speaks. Can I be 

frank – the reason many of us don’t hear God on a regular 

basis is b/c of defiance/disobedience in our lives. Sin clogs 

our spiritual ears and we miss Him. 



The problem is we prefer our way over His way and we just 

don’t seem to think He’s serious about sin and the 

consequences it brings. We think God turns a blind eye to 

our actions and attitudes – but He does not. 

 

How else would you explain the actions and attitudes among 

the church today? We don’t think God is serious about our 

acts of commission and inactions of omission. The area of 

defiance doesn’t matter – disobedience hinders hearing. 

 

Tithing for example – in the body, there are those who 

choose to defy the word of God to have more and do more 

w/ the god of this world. Yet Jesus said you can’t serve God 

and money – and yet too many believers have chosen their 

earthly dollars over our spiritual sense. Some in the church 

w/hold their tithe thinking they can hurt the church and get 

their way – and yet they’re only hurting themselves. 

Honestly – I could go on for days about our obedience to the 

grace of giving but the bottomline is simple. If you have a 

tithing problem it is b/c you have a loving Jesus issue and 

the result of this disobedience is drastically confounding 

your ability to hear and respond to God. 

 

It’s really quite simple – Jesus became flesh to become not 

just our savior, but to be the Master and Lord who directs 

our steps in our daily lives. He wants to be our good 

Shepherd w/ our ears tuned to His voice. Obedience is not 

optional – it is essential. Disobedience ushers silence. 



“The days are coming,” declares the Sovereign LORD, 

“when I will send a famine through the land – not a famine 

of food or a thirst for water, but a famine of hearing the 

words of the LORD. People will stagger from sea to sea and 

wander from north to east, searching for the word of 

the LORD, but they will not find it.” Amos 8:11-12 

 

Did you hear what God said to His people who were walking 

in disobedience – He sent a famine of hearing – and they 

wandered in darkness. 

 

In Christ, in the Gospels, we have the God incarnate 

speaking truth in to our lives just as he spoke into the lives of 

the 12 disciples – to connect our lives to Himself. But then 

He laid down His life as promised and this ushered in a new 

means of God speaking. 

 

III God Speaking in the NEW Testament 

 

As we just read from John 14, after the ascension of Christ, 

Jesus gave us a gift – the H.S. And the H.S. has been given 

to us to comfort and direct our lives.  

 

Beginning in the Acts and through today, God now speaks to 

us through the H.S. and in accordance w/ His Word. 

 

BTW – I truly believe that the church today has a greater 

means of hearing God than at any other time in history.  



Why? To know God and His will through your life 

 

I urge you brothers, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your 

bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God – this 

is your true and proper worship. Do not be conformed to the 

pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of 

your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve God’s 

will – his good, pleasing and perfect will. Rm. 12:1-2 

 

For this reason, since the day we heard about you, we have 

not stopped praying for you. We continually ask God to fill 

you with the knowledge of his will through all the wisdom 

and understanding that the Spirit gives, so you may live a 

life worthy of the Lord and please him in every way. Co. 1:9f 

 

God’s will is not about your life – it is about what God wants 

to do in and through His life for His glory and good. 

 

This is where the rubber hits the road for all of us – and it is 

absolutely a tug of war b/c as we live life we’re constantly 

being bombarded w/ opportunities and ambitions both w/in 

and w/out to pursue a life that makes sense to us and pleases 

us. We’re constantly in pursuit of OUR hopes and dreams – 

yet such a pursuit makes it nearly impossible to hear God. 

 

HARD: Hearing God begins w/ a greater desire for His plan 

to be accomplished than for your plans to be fulfilled.  

 



Four Things To Do to Hear God’s Speak 

 

1 BELIEVE God Wants to Speak to You 

Trust – Seek – Ask 

 

2 POSITION Your Life to Hear God Speak 

Time – Scripture – People 

 

3 DEVELOP Your Spiritual Listening Skills 

Mediate – Worship – Journal 

 

4 DETERMINE to Follow his Leading 

Prepare – Anticipate – Act 


