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Various Text         Sunday AM 

 

For a few of weeks we’ve been talking about what I believe 

is the most critical element of the Christian life – hearing 

God. I think it is safe to say that it is impossible to live a 

disciple life independent of the ability to distinguish and 

respond to the voice of God in your life. Why? 

 

The life of a Christian is a life of followship. God leads 

and we follow. Our initiative isn’t to pursue a way that 

seems right to ourselves – but to trust God w/ all of our 

hearts, leaning not on our own understanding, but in all of 

our ways aligning, listening, and following Him – so that He 

can direct our steps in a manner that allows us to participate 

in His Divine redemptive plan for His creation. 

 

At the core of our followship of God is a clear decision we 

each must make as to how we’re going to pursue life:  

  

1. I don’t care what you think I’m doing life my way. 

2. Here are my plans (what I’m doing) will you bless it. 

3. What is your will – I will be obedient. 

 

Let me break this decision down. I don’t care what God 

thinks says – this is MY life and I will live for my goals, 

ambitions, and success w/ no other standard than what I 

determine is best for me. I will live as if God doesn’t exist. 



The 2nd option is to recognize God exists but then only 

recognize Him when it’s convenient/necessary. This model, 

called practical atheism, is about a life that only wants 

God’s input when it benefits us. This sort of life is pursued 

according to our own abilities, for our own ambitions – 

seldom seeking God’s will for fear His will isn’t our will.  

 

Finally – there’s the actual way of the Christ-follower that 

believes God’s will and way is the only way. It is a life of 

surrender and seeking anticipating a life that’ll please God 

b/c it abides in Christ and produces a spiritual fruitfulness 

that is authored by the H.S. living in you living through you.  

  

To be fair, we’re all born into this world w/ our default set 

on self. We’re born separated from God and focused on our 

will. It is only at salvation, when we surrender our lostness 

for His grace – by faith – that we can begin the faith journey. 

 

But once we’re found, we begin the terrific struggle of dying 

to self and living for God. This exchanged life is only made 

possible through to continual working of the H.S. For while 

the finished work of Christ on the cross has set me free into 

Christ – there’s a battle being waged b/w my flesh and the 

Spirit that requires my continual dependence on God and His 

completed work. This is the value of discovering our identity 

in Christ and His covenant promises to us. I no longer have 

to live under the influence of my flesh, but can abide under 

the influence of God and His will following His voice. 



Over the past few weeks, we’ve been discussing the critical 

issue to living in tune, on the correct frequency w/ God, so 

that we can hear and distinguish His voice in our lives. 

 

In week 1 we talked about THAT God speaks. We saw how 

God has spoken into the lives of His people throughout 

history to lead them to His heart and will for their lives – and 

how He continues to speak today thru the Bible and the H.S.  

 

Then last week we talked about how to distinguish God’s 

voice from the voice of Satan, the world, and the flesh – 

which clamor to satisfy self and lure us to honor Satan. 

 

This AM, I want to continue our study by looking at the 

question of WHY? Why does God speak? I think before we 

look at HOW He speaks we need to know WHY He speaks. 

 

Several years ago, as I was seeking direction for my life, I 

had a God encounter that changed me forever. Up unto this 

point in time, I believed God spoke, and had experienced 

moments of God speaking, but never anything like this. 

 

I was living in Norway and was faced w/ a big decision that 

was either going to keep me in Norway, send me home, or 

send me to Germany to serve in a new capacity. As I prayed, 

fasted, and read the Bible for a month, I was quickly facing a 

decision deadline. Not wanting my will, but God’s, I pushed 

off my decision long after being asked what I wanted to do. 



Then one Sunday AM, I awoke to a passage of Scripture on 

my mind. It was like a burning conviction that I needed to 

read this text, but it was a text I was unfamiliar. As I lay in 

my bed, all I could think about was Dt. 8. Now I don’t know 

about you, but I don’t hang out in the book of Deuteronomy. 

So as I opened my Bible, I can’t say I was expecting what 

happened. But from the very 1st verse, God had my attention. 

 

Be careful to follow every command I am giving you today, 

so that you may live and increase and may enter and possess 

the land the LORD promised on oath to your ancestors. 8:1 

 

I distinctly remember chills coming over my body. The only 

way I can describe it was I was paralyzed w/ awe. I sensed 

a presence around me that I’d experienced only twice in my 

life – the day I was saved and the day that I returned to the 

Lord after running from Him as a senior in high school. 

 

Remember how the Lord your God led you all the way in the 

wilderness these 40 yrs., to humble and test you to know 

what was in your heart, whether or not you would keep his 

commands. He humbled you, causing you to hunger and then 

feeding you w/ manna, which neither you nor your ancestors 

had known, to teach you that man doesn’t live on bread 

alone but on every word that comes from the mouth of the 

Lord. Your clothes didn’t wear out and your feet didn’t swell 

during these 40 yrs. Know then in your heart that as a man 

disciplines his son, so the Lord your God disciplines you. 



I sensed in my Spirit that God was saying – do you know 

why I have allowed you to go through what you’ve gone 

through over the past 2 yrs.? It was to test and humble you 

– to see what you were made of. And look – you survived it. 

I took care of you and was w/ you. And I allowed this so you 

would know that I was God and that I was in control. 

  

Observe the commands of the Lord your God, walking in 

obedience to him and revering him. For the Lord your God 

is bringing you into a new land, a good land – a land w/ 

streams and deep springs gushing out into the valleys and 

hills; a land w/ wheat and barley, vines and fig trees, 

pomegranates, olive oil and honey; a land where bread will 

not be scarce and you’ll lack nothing; a land where the 

rocks are iron and you can dig copper out of the hills. 

 

I remember this moment like it was yesterday. I knew God 

was calling me to Germany – a new land – a good land. I 

also understood that my time in Norway was to prepare me 

for what was ahead.  

 

This was a significant moment for me b/c for the 1st time in 

my life, I realized that God allows both good and 

challenging moments to prepare us for His will both today 

and for tomorrow. I learned that everything that happens 

today for His glory is preparation for what He wants to do in 

and through my life tomorrow and into the future. I realized 

for the 1st time that God wastes nothing. 



When you have eaten and are satisfied, praise the Lord your 

God for the good land he has given you. Be careful you do 

not forget the Lord your God, failing to observe his 

commands, his laws and his decrees that I’m giving you this 

day. Otherwise, when you eat and are satisfied, when you 

build fine houses and settle down, and when your herds and 

flocks grow large and your silver and gold increase and all 

you have is multiplied, then your heart will become proud 

and you will forget the Lord your God, who brought you out 

of Egypt, out of the land of slavery. He led you through the 

vast and dreadful wilderness, that thirsty and waterless land, 

w/ its venomous snakes and scorpions. He brought you water 

out of hard rock. He gave you manna to eat in the 

wilderness, something your ancestors had never known, to 

humble and test you so that in the end it might go well w/ 

you. You may say to yourself, “My power and the strength of 

my hands have produced this wealth for me.” But remember 

the Lord your God, for it is he who gives you the ability to 

produce wealth, and so confirms his covenant, which he 

swore to your ancestors, as it is today. 

 

Here came the next valuable lesson. Never forget who you 

are and who I am. Remember that I am God and you are not 

Me. Remember that your life is for my glory and that you 

will always be dependent on Me. I am your rock. I am your 

refuge. I am your deliverer and hope. Never lose sight of me.   

 



If you ever forget the Lord your God and follow other 

gods and worship and bow down to them, I testify against 

you today that you will surely be destroyed. Like the 

nations the Lord destroyed before you, so you’ll be 

destroyed for not obeying the Lord your God. 

 

The final word that AM was loud and clear. Keep me 1st in 

your life. Don’t let anything come b/w me and you. Don’t 

submit your life to any other voice, to any other priority, or 

for any other relationship. Keep Me on the throne. 

Honestly, I remember the day like it was yesterday, and this 

event happened over 25 yrs. ago. And while I was certain 

that God was speaking to me, I asked Him to confirm it in 

another way for fear that I wasn’t hallucinating. And He did. 

 

As I arrived at church that AM, my pastor stood for His 

message and began by saying, “I was planning to speak from 

John 6 this AM, but God has changed my heart… I’d like for 

everyone turn to Deuteronomy 8. 

 

Even today as I retell this story – I’m fighting to keep my 

composure. I shared this story last night to my daughter 

Madeline and I got choked up. Why? B/c God not only 

reminded me of an event from 27 yrs. ago, he reminded me 

of a life lesson that now that I’ve “settled down” and am 

living in the blessing of the promise land of the center of His 

will – that I must not forget. He is God. And I am to serve 

each and every day at the pleasure of my King. 



Why does God speak? Whether to Abe, Joe, Sam., David, 

or Paul – God speaks to reveal something about Himself or 

something about His ways. (4) Reasons God speaks. 

 

I God speaks to Reveal His PERSON 

 

God speaks so that we might know and walk in an intimate 

relationship w/ Him. He wants us to experience how real He 

is – not just know about Him, but really know Him. 

 

God enjoys making Himself real to us. The invisible Creator 

loves nothing more than allowing us to experience by faith 

who He is in an empirical way. All thru the N.T., Paul 

invites us to ginosko (know by experience) God will. 

 

I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 

glorious Father, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and 

revelation, that you may know him better. I pray the eyes of 

your heart may be enlightened that you may know the hope 

to which he has called you… Ep. 1:16-17 

 

know (epignosis) knowledge gained by experience.  

 

Wuest – not a mere intellectual knowledge of the facts 

about God acquired by study but a heart experience of what 

and who He is gained by a personal association w/ Him by 

means of the Scripture and the ministry of the H.S.  

 



II God Speaks to Clarify His PURPOSES 

 

God wants me to know Him and what’s important to Him. 

He wants me to know His heart and priorities. 

 

If I don’t know what’s critical to God then I might decide to 

live only for what’s important to me thinking my will is 

more vital than His will. Yet should I begin to listen to God, 

He’ll begin to show me what’s important to Him and why. 

 

Why? So that I can join Him in what He is doing. 

 

Did God consult Abraham about His purpose and plans or 

did He simply invite Abe to join Him? When God came to 

Noah, did He say, “What can I do for you?” No. He came to 

Noah to reveal what He was about to do. It is always far 

more important to know what God is doing than it is to 

know what we want God to do for us.  

 

There’s not one place in the Bible where God ever consulted 

man about His purposes. Why? B/c He’s God. He’s 

sovereign. He’s all-knowing, all-loving – and we’re not! 

 

Let me tell you a few of things that are important to God: 

 PEOPLE – He loves them and wants a relationship. 

 TRUTH – Truth sets people free. He is the way, truth… 

 GRACE – We know/experience His grace for salvation 

and for living each day. 



III God Speaks to Disclose His PLANS 

 

What am I speaking about? God’s will. God has a plan to 

accomplish His purposes – and while His will can include us 

– we must remember that His plans are not our plans. 

 

My thoughts are not your thoughts, and neither are your 

ways my ways – declares the Lord. Is. 55:8 

 

God’s plans are not our plans. And yet He reveals His plans 

b/c it is the only way His purposes can be accomplished.  

 

This is where the rubber meets the road. God is consumed w/ 

His will being done on earth as it is in heaven. If we’re 

consumed w/ His will, then He’ll allow us to participate in 

the work of His kingdom, but if we’re more consumed w/ 

our will than His will – then we will miss out.    

 

 A PROVIDENTIAL Will of God 

 

The Providential Will of God includes those things God has 

created and set into motion beyond man’s scope, wisdom, 

and influence. Decisions He’s made according to His 

sovereign choice that are independent of man. 

 

Example: God didn’t take requests when He put the stars in 

place or determined how high to make the mountains or 

which animals to create?  He didn’t need our help.  



 B PRESCRIPTIVE Will of God 

 

The Prescriptive Will of God is the general will of God as 

outlined in Scripture. It’s where God reveals what is right 

and wrong – good and evil – what’s of Him and what’s not 

of Him. It’s where God reveals his progressive plan that we 

might know Him and know of His plan of redemption. 

 

Just as w/ God’s providential will – we have no influence 

over His prescriptive will, but we do have a choice of 

whether or not we’re going to respond to it and abide by it. 

 

C PERSONAL Will of God 

 

This is where we live.  And this is the burning question w/in 

the soul of every person – what is God’s Will for me?  What 

does he want me to do in this situation?   

 

IV God Speaks to Personalize Our PARTICIPATION 

 

This is BIG. So stay w/ me. Let me 1st tell you what I’m not 

saying. I’m not saying God doesn’t care about the details of 

your life – He does. I’m also not saying that your life doesn’t 

matter – it does. It matters to God and it should matter to us. 

 

What I’m saying, based on the authority of God’s Word is 

that the objective of God is not about God participating in 

our life as much as it is each of us participating in God’s life. 



While we’re consumed w/ questions like – Should I marry 

and who? Should I go to this college? Should I take this job? 

Should I make this move? Buy this house? 

  

God is consumed w/ a much deeper, more relevant question 

– How does your life fit into My plans to accomplish My 

purposes? God’s will is about Him – and not us!  

 

But that’s not what we tend to ask or expect. We expect 

God to get in sync w/ us instead of us getting in sync w/ 

Him. This is the great challenge and why many of us never 

hear God speak – we can’t see the forest for the trees. We 

can’t hear God b/c of the noise of our own lives. 

 

HARD: Hearing God begins w/ a greater desire for His plan 

to be accomplished than for your plans to be fulfilled.  

 

Until a person is willing to follow God’s prescriptive will, 

living mindful of God’s providential will, they’ll never 

discover and live out God’s personal will.   

 

So what does a person do to begin to discover God’s heart? 

 SEEK – God through Scripture/Prayer/Fellowship 

 SIFT – Your Moments w/ God in Light of His Purposes 

 SAVOR – Weigh It in Light of God’s Nature and Word  

 SWAP – Desire His Will Over Your Will 

 


