
Wounds that Heal – Palm Sunday     3/20/16 

Isaiah 53:1-6         Sunday AM 

 
Now Jesus was going up to Jerusalem. On the way, he took 

the (12) aside and said to them, “We are going up to 

Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will be delivered over to the 

chief priests and the teachers of the law. They will condemn 

him to death and will hand him over to the Gentiles to be 

mocked and flogged and crucified. On the 3rd day he will be 

raised to life!” As they approached Jerusalem and came to 

Bethphage on the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two 

disciples, saying to them, “Go to the village ahead of you, and 

at once you will find a donkey tied there, w/ her colt by her. 

Untie them and bring them to me. If anyone says anything to 

you, say the Lord needs them, and he will send them right 

away.” This took place to fulfill what was spoken through the 

prophet: “Say to Daughter Zion, ‘See, your king comes to 

you, gentle and riding on a donkey, and on a colt, the foal of a 

donkey.’” The disciples went and did as Jesus had instructed 

them. They brought the donkey and the colt and placed their 

cloaks on them for Jesus to sit on. A very large crowd spread 

their cloaks on the road, while others cut branches from the 

trees and spread them on the road. The crowds that went 

ahead of him and those that followed shouted, “Hosanna to 

the Son of David!” “Blessed is he who comes in the name of 

the Lord!” “Hosanna in the highest heaven!” When Jesus 

entered Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred and asked, 

“Who is this?” The crowds answered, “This is Jesus, the 

prophet from Nazareth in Galilee.” 



Palm Sunday is the day we celebrate the triumphal entry of 

Jesus into Jerusalem. And for the people that day, it marked 

the pinnacle of their hopes that Messiah had come to rescue 

them from the tyranny of Rome; but for Jesus, it marked the 

beginning of the Passion Week and the final leg in His a 

long journey to the cross for the redemption of all mankind – 

for He came to seek and to save the lost.  

 

Palm Sunday began w/ Jesus and His disciples traveling over 

the Mount of Olives from Jericho to Jerusalem to celebrate 

the Passover. The Passover is the holiest of Jewish holidays 

that remembers the event in Egypt where the Israelites made 

a blood sacrifice and painted the blood over the doorpost so 

the death angel would Passover their homes and spare them 

from God’s wrath on the Egyptians.  

 

As Jesus ascended toward Jerusalem, He sent two of His 

disciples ahead into the village of Bethphage to find the colt 

of a donkey for Jesus to ride. As He continued into the city, a 

large crowd began to gather around Him – and believing 

Him to be the Messiah, they began to worship Him by 

spreading their cloaks and waving palm branches before 

Him. In this gesture, the people were giving Him the royal 

treatment – a similar honor was given to King Jehu at his 

coronation in 2 Kings 9:13. They also began shouting Psalm 

118:25–26 – a prophetic quote acknowledging the Messiah – 

Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is he who comes in the 

name of the Lord!  
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Amazingly this event was foretold by the prophet Zechariah 

some 500 yrs. earlier when he wrote – Rejoice greatly, 

Daughter Zion! Shout, Daughter Jerusalem! See, your king 

comes to you, righteous and victorious, lowly and riding on 

a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey. Zechariah 9:9 

 

Unfortunately, the celebration wasn’t to last as the crowds 

weren’t looking for a Savior to rescue them from their sin, 

but for a Messiah who’d save them politically/nationally. 

 

So even as the coatless multitudes waved palm branches and 

shouted for joy, they missed the true reason for Jesus’ 

presence. They could neither see nor understand the way of 

the Cross. This is why as Jesus approached Jerusalem and he 

wept over it and said – If you, even you, had only known on 

this day what would bring you peace – but now it is hidden 

from your eyes. The days will come upon you when your 

enemies... will not leave one stone on another, b/c you did 

not recognize the time of God’s coming to you. 

 

It is a tragic thing to see the Savior but not recognize Him 

for who He is. It boggles the mind to think that the very 

crowds who were crying out “Hosanna!” on Palm Sunday 

were crying out “Crucify Him!” on Friday. 

 

Yet honestly, we shouldn’t be so surprised. For even in our 

day we have far too many people who have missed the 

message of the Cross.  

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Zech%209.9
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We have far too many people who have placed their faith in 

themselves rather than in the sacrifice of Christ. 

 

There are too many people who’ve minimized their sin and 

excused their way of life seemingly unconcerned about the 

consequences of their rebellion. 

 

Quite simply, far too many people have failed to understand 

the wages of sin and the cost of the cross.   

  

See, my servant will act wisely; he will be raised and lifted 

up and highly exalted.  Just as there were many who were 

appalled at him – his appearance was so disfigured beyond 

that of any human being and his form marred beyond human 

likeness – so he will sprinkle many nations, and kings will 

shut their mouths b/c of him. For what they were not told, 

they will see, and what they have not heard, they will 

understand. Who has believed our message and to whom has 

the arm of the LORD been revealed? He grew up before him 

like a tender shoot, and like a root out of dry ground. He had 

no beauty or majesty to attract us to him, nothing in his 

appearance that we should desire him. He was despised and 

rejected by mankind, a man of suffering, and familiar w/ 

pain. Like one from whom people hide their faces he was 

despised, and we held him in low esteem. Surely he took up 

our pain and bore our suffering, yet we considered him 

punished by God, stricken by him, and afflicted. But he was 

pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our 



iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was on him, 

and by his wounds we are healed. We all, like sheep, have 

gone astray, each of us has turned to our own way; and 

the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all. He was 

oppressed and afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth; he 

was led like a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before 

its shearers is silent, so he did not open his mouth. By 

oppression and judgment he was taken away. Yet who of his 

generation protested? For he was cut off from the land of the 

living; for the transgression of my people he was punished. 

He was assigned a grave w/ the wicked; and w/ the rich in 

his death, though he had done no violence, nor was any 

deceit in his mouth. Yet it was the LORD’s will to crush him 

and cause him to suffer, and though the LORD makes his life 

an offering for sin, he will see his offspring and prolong his 

days, and the will of the LORD will prosper in his hand. After 

he has suffered, he will see the light of life and be satisfied; 

by his knowledge my righteous servant will justify many, and 

he will bear their iniquities. Therefore I will give him a 

portion among the great, and he will divide the spoils w/ the 

strong, b/c he poured out his life unto death, and was 

numbered w/ the transgressors. For he bore the sin of many, 

and made intercession for the transgressors.  

Isaiah 52:13-53:12 

 

We have to recognize that sin is a fact, not a defect; sin is a 

red-handed mutiny against God – and either god or sin must 

die in my life – for which rules determine my eternity. 



If sin rules in me – then God’s life for me will be killed; but 

if God rules in me, then sin in me will be killed. 

 

The climax of sin is that it crucified Jesus on the Cross – but 

the climax of the Cross and resurrection is that it sets us free 

from sin into a relationship w/ Christ. 

  

Palm Sunday is a day of worship – a day of remembrance; 

but not for what we want Jesus to be, but for who He really 

was and is – our suffering servant and wonderful Savior. 

 

So today, as we come to the Lord’s Table – in an act of 

worship and celebration – let’s lay down our lives in 

surrender to recognize Him as our Lord and Savior. Let’s 

partake in the bread and the cup remembering the price that 

had to be paid to make an end of sin and to bring us into a 

saving, forgiving relationship w/ our God. 

 

It is by His wounds we are healed. 


