
Identity – The True Identity       4/17/16  

Colossians 1:16-17        Sunday AM 

 

For a few weeks we’ve been discussing what’s arguably the 

most critical teaching in the Christian faith – accepting and 

living in who we truly are in Christ. We call this our identity 

in Christ. And as we shared last week – as believers in Christ 

– our identity is not determined by who we are or what 

we’ve done or not done – our identity is based solely on 

who He is and what He has done. 

 

Meaning – we’re not defined by our ambitions, accolades, 

actions, or accomplishments – or the lack thereof. Who we 

are is determined by spiritual birth. For once we come to 

faith in Christ – our true identity changes. We’re no longer 

sinners but saints – set apart from sin to God – adopted to be 

God’s inheritance – rescued from sin into a new creation 

where the old is gone and all things new.  

 

Lost/Found Chart – in week 1 we spoke of how we’re either 

lost or found. Either we’ve experienced a faith transaction 

leading to salvation or we haven’t. And this is who we are – 

either children of wrath or children of God. Then last week – 

we focused more intently on the found. As saints of God, we 

have a new opportunity. We can live as His children finding 

our worth/value from Him as we abide in the H.S., or we can 

seek to find our worth/value from the economy of this world 

by living according to the flesh – leaving us wanting.  



And as we explained last week, now that we are IN Christ – 

and Christ is in us – we’re a new creation indwelt and 

empowered by the H.S. to live in our new identity – able to 

find our worth/value from God – and capable of living in 

victory over the false identity. Russian Stack Dolls 

 

To be in Christ means that Christ is in you. 

 

I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. Before 

long, the world will not see me anymore, but you will see me. 

B/c I live, you also will live. On that day you will realize I 

am in my Father, and you are in me, and I am in you. Jn 14 

 

We are in Christ and Christ is in us – and yet we still live in 

this world – this is where the struggle begins. For although 

we are in Christ, we also live in this fallen world – and 

sometimes our flesh longs to find its worth/value from 

this world. To compound the situation, the spiritual muscle 

memory of our flesh is constantly being lured by Satan while 

the world seeks to stuff us into its mold. Meaning – we’re in 

a spiritual battle for where we’re going to find our 

worth/value in this life. If we turn to anyone or anything 

other than Christ, then we’ll bank our vitality on something 

less than God’s will and best – and it will never satisfy.    

 

This leads us to our study today – today I want to spend a 

few minutes focusing on our NEW identity and who we 

really are if we have received Christ as our Savior.  



For this reason, since the day we heard about you, we have not 

stopped praying for you. We continually ask God to fill you w/ the 

knowledge of his will through all the wisdom and understanding 

that the Spirit gives, so that you may live a life worthy of the Lord 

and please him in every way: bearing fruit in every good work, 

growing in the knowledge of God, being strengthened w/ all power 

according to his glorious might so you may have great endurance 

and patience, giving joyful thanks to the Father, who has qualified 

you to share in the inheritance of his holy people in the kingdom of 

light. For he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and 

brought us into the kingdom of the Son he loves, in whom we have 

redemption, the forgiveness of sins. Colossians 1:9-14 

 

Paul explicitly communicates that a life that puts a smile 

on God’s face is a life that abides in Christ bearing the 

fruit of the Spirit instead of a life that attempts to 

manufacture a religious life through the flesh. 

 

Most of you might remember this table. What is a good 

Christian? How do we qualify and valid our identity? How 

do we attempt to find worth/value in our spirituality? 

 

GOOD Faith  GOD Faith 
 

Attend Church 

Moral 

Tithe 

Pray and Read Bible 

Mission 

 
 

Fruitful in Service 

Growing in Knowledge 

Strengthened w/ Power 

Endurance/Patience 

Gratefulness 



Reality – unintentionally I think, we’ve been taught in the 

church how to live the Christian life in our ability – and we 

have produced a scorecard to qualify our lifestyle so we 

might feel good about ourselves even though it is opposite of 

God’s heart. The problem is the Christian life isn’t 

something we do in our ability and false identity by flesh – it 

is a life of surrender by faith where God works in and thru us 

by the H.S. to accomplish His life and will – and we see this 

remarkable distinction right here in Paul’s prayer. 

 

What is the basis of this truth? In Colossians 1, Paul explains 

the basis of faith – and in doing so, he lays out the essential 

foundational truths of the new identity and qualified life.  

 

who has qualified you to share in the inheritance of his holy 

people in the kingdom of light. For he has rescued us from 

the dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of 

the Son he loves, in whom we have redemption, the 

forgiveness of sins. 

 

qualified (hikanoo) to make sufficient or to authorize; to pay 

ones entry fee – it’s a reference to our condition/position. 

 

Paul is teaching us that we’re not qualified by who we are or 

what we’ve done – that is, our worth/value to God isn’t 

based on who I am or what I’ve done or not done – it is 

solely based on who Jesus is and what Jesus did on the cross. 

He alone makes us sufficient. How does He do it? 3 WAYS 



I Jesus RESCUED Us 

 

For he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness… 

 

rescued (ruomai) to instantaneously draw out or save – to 

retrieve w/ fervor – lifeguard saving a person drowning. 

 

As we discussed 2 weeks ago – man was originally created 

in the Garden for intimacy/dependence on God. When Adam 

and Eve’s trust in God was tested – they failed and they fell. 

This has led to a shattered identity for everyone. Meaning we 

have all found ourselves to sinners separated from God 

living in a fallen world in a desperate search to find some 

sense of worth/value. We’re drowning in our lostness.  

 

But thanks to the grace of God – when we by faith receive 

His mercy/forgiveness expressed in Jesus’ death, burial, and 

resurrection – He rescues us into a relationship w/ Him.  

 

It’s as if we’re drowning in a sea of sin and God through His 

grace and our faith snatches us out of the sea into safety. He 

delivers us from death/condemnation into life. Thus, anyone 

who has received God’s gift of grace by faith has been 

liberated from the dominion and rule of Satan and given a 

brand new identity sealed w/ the investment of the H.S. 

 

But there’s so much more. Not only have we been rescued – 

we’ve been relocated. He lifts us out of sin into citizenship. 



II Jesus RELOCATED Us 

 

…and brought us into the kingdom of the Son he loves… 

 

brought (methistemi) to remove or relocate – used in secular 

literature of the removing of a person from one country to 

settle them as colonist/citizens in a new country. 

 

In salvation, God lifts us out of the citizenship of this sinful 

world and relocates w/ full citizenship into His kingdom. He 

makes us heirs of grace by adopting us into His family.  

 

US Citizenship – Benefits and Responsibilities 

 

This means that although we live in this world, we’re no 

longer held in its grip. We’re stranger passing through – for 

our true citizenship and identity are w/ God and we have all 

the rights, benefits, and responsibilities to represent Jesus. 

 

III Jesus REDEEMED Us 

 

redemption (apolutrosis) to deliver or release by payment 

of a ransom or to free a slave from bondage (to emancipate). 

 

Jesus has given us complete freedom from the penalty, 

power, and pain of sin (Gal. 5:1, 13) by dying on the cross to 

atone for our sin. He paid our ransom in full (Mt. 20:28) – 

and b/c of this payment, we have forgiveness and life. 



For this reason Christ is the mediator of a new covenant, 

that those who are called may receive the promised eternal 

inheritance – now that he has died as a ransom to set them 

free from the sins committed under the first covenant. Hb. 9:15 

 

ransom (aphesin) – to pardon from penalty; to send away. 

 

By providing Jesus as our scapegoat, God has ransomed our 

sin by sending it away so it’ll never be found again. As far as 

the east is from the west…(Ps. 103:12).  

 

So now, as a result of being rescued, relocated, and redeem 

by God – we now stand in a secure in our position in Christ. 

We’re saints – children of God – more than conquerors.  

 

If we’ve been born again, our identity is not a sinner – but a 

saint. We’re no longer lost – we’re found. We may be carnal 

saints, defeated saints, and even sinning saints – but we are 

saints. And once we understand we are saints – we have not 

a license to sin but a clarity and power to thrive. We are not 

just patched up, converted sinners – we are holy children of 

God called and invested w/ the power of God to walk in our 

new identity. Tony Evans 

 

So what must we do to experience this life? We need to 

believe in who we really have become. And just like Satan 

needs to get used to the fact that we no longer belong to him 

– so too must we believe in the power of Christ in us.  



We are new creations w/ a new name, a new relationship, a 

new nature, a new Father, and a new freedom. Therefore, the 

sin that used to tie us up no longer has any power over us b/c 

we are children of God. This reminds me of the WPP… 

 
 

I’m sure all of you’ve heard of the Federal Witness Protection 

Program. If the government has a key witness whose life may be in 

danger, they’ll keep the witness hidden until the trial and then once 

they’ve testified, they’ll takes elaborate steps to protect the person. 

 

Here’s how it works. When a person enters into the WPP they’re 

given a NEW identity. This person and their family are given new 

names, new records, and a new location – all of their old identities, 

for all practical purposes, are erased as if they never existed. Why? 

The enemy can never make a claim on their lives. 

 

This is what happened at the Cross and in our salvation. God has 

placed us in His WPP. Once we testify against Satan and take a 

stand w/ Christ – Satan will want to come after us. But he has no 

claim on our lives. Why? B/c we have a new identity – w/ all new 

records – a fresh new start – the old is gone and all things have 

become new. Our old records have been expunged and we have a 

clean slate. We’ve been relocated from the dominion of darkness 

into God’s kingdom and now we have all the rights and privileges 

of a King’s kid. The only way Satan can have access to us is if we 

decide not to live in our new identity and try to return to our old 

way of life. Yet so long as we live in our new identity, Satan has 

no real means of staking any claim on our lives. 

 


