
Sound Bites for Parents – Acceptance    5/22/16 

Psalm 139:13-15 and Luke 19:1-10    Sunday AM 

 

Two boys were discussing their parents. The 1st said, “I’m 

worried. My dad slaves at his job so that I’ll have all that I 

need so I’ll be able to go to college someday. Mom works 

hard washing, ironing, cleaning up after me, taking care of 

me, driving me everywhere I want to go. They spend every 

day of their lives working for me. I’m worried.” His friend 

asked, “What are you worried about?’ The 1st kid replied, 

“I’m afraid that someday soon they might try to escape!” 

 

Hopefully none of us here have reached the point of trying to 

escape, but if you’re just joining us and the thought has 

crossed your mind, I have a few sound bites I hope will be 

an encouragement to you. We’re in a series of short lessons 

based on Proverbs 22:6 – Train up a child in the way he 

should go and when he is old he will not depart from it.   

 

To train up was used to describe the palate or roof of the 

mouth. Soon after birth, a Hebrew mid-wife would dip her 

fingers in a paste made of honey/dates and rub it on the 

gums of the newborn baby to create thirst to initiate the 

baby’s feeding instinct.  

 

Solomon was teaching us that in training up a child, our 

primary goal is to create a sense of thirst in our children for 

right things – more specifically – for the things of God.  



As we’ve already discussed, many parents miss this vital 

truth. Our human ambition tends to be to raise our children 

to be respectful, self-sufficient children who can make a 

difference in the world and raise a family as we have – 

which absolutely is noble and appropriate; but the great 

priority of Scripture is not to raise kids who can be 

successful in the eyes of the world, but to raise our kids to 

know/experience the heart/will of God in their daily lives.    

 

What does it profit a man to gain the world but miss God?  

 

I want to be clear. From a biblical perspective, there’s no 

ambiguity on this point. In Deuteronomy 6, God gave us a 

very clear parental commission.   

 

You shall love the Lord your God w/ all your heart, w/ all 

your soul, and w/ all your strength. These words which I 

command you today shall be in your heart. You shall teach 

them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when 

you sit in your house, when you walk by the way, when you 

lie down, and when you rise up. Deuteronomy 6:5-7 

 

Priority 1 – Get God in the right place in your life. 

 

Priority 2 – Diligently invest the Jesus in you into your 

children so that they love God more than you love Him.  

 



So how do we TRAIN up our Children? I believe there are 

(6) fundamental elements (sound bites) when need to focus 

on if we’re to successfully partner w/ God in raising up 

children who know, serve, and honor God.  

 

The 1st element – TIME. We have to make our children a 

priority in our schedule. They’re not something we do, they 

are one of God’s highest priorities – meaning while they 

should never run our homes, they still should receive both 

quality/quantity time. Our children should not be left to 

raise themselves w/out our input and supervision. 

 

Interesting story on Discovery Channel – Park rangers at 

an African preserve were concerned about the slaughter of 

39 rhinos – it turned out the rhinos weren’t killed by 

poachers, but by a herd of delinquent elephants. 10 yrs prior, 

the park could no longer sustain the population of elephants 

so the wardens killed several of the adult males whose young 

were old enough to survive w/out them causing these 

elephants grow up fatherless. As time went on, these 

elephants formed a gang and began to do things elephants 

don’t normally do.  W/out the investment of a dominant 

male role model, they became bullies. The Rangers theorized 

the elephants behaved as they did b/c of a lack of a positive 

role model so they brought in a few adult males and w/in 

weeks the young bulls were put in their place and following 

the example of the older males. 

 



The 2nd element – RESPONISIBILTY. In a world where 

entitlements abound and everyone else is to blame for our 

plight in life – teaching our children to stand on their own 

two feet and accept personal responsibility/accountability for 

their actions and circumstances is critical to their success. 

 

This AM, I want to turn our focus to A – ACCEPTANCE. 

 

Acceptance is the activity of unconditionally embracing your 

child for who he or she is. It is more than loving them; it is 

extending to them a certainty of condition. They are. And 

you love and accept them as they are. 

 

Acceptance isn’t based on what our children do or don’t do. 

It’s not based on their success or failures – it is based on our 

embracing them for who they are and who God created them 

to be. So if they get A’s or F’s, they know they’re accepted. 

If they’re a doctor, lawyer, pastor, or convict – they know 

they’re embraced for who they are. 

 

But don’t confuse acceptance w/ approval. Acceptance is 

unconditional; approval has conditions. If my child commits 

a crime or does something I don’t wish for them, I can’t give 

my approval, but I can love/embrace them for who they are. 

Acceptance neither condemns nor condones behavior. It 

offers grace/truth to point a person in a right direction. It 

accepts people where they are, but challenges them toward 

the truth of God. 



Once I was faced w/ a difficult challenge when a parent 

whose child chose an alternative lifestyle asked me what I’d 

do if I was in their shoes. After much thought and prayer I 

concluded that I would go to my child and say – I love you! 

You are my precious child. You will always be my child no 

matter what decisions you make in life. And b/c you are my 

child, you need to know that I will always accept you. I may 

not approve of your lifestyle, but I accept you. You just need 

to know that I’ll never condemn you, but neither will I 

condone your activity. So here is how this is going to work 

so long as you are living in our home. I will ask you to honor 

our family rules and order, and when you’re off the payroll, 

you can live as you so desire. Just know, I will always love 

you. I will always accept you. But I will never be able to 

approve of your actions and ambitions (or my own) that is 

contrary to the truth and goodness of God. 

 

If our children grow up thinking they have to do something 

to have our love and acceptance – we are setting them up for 

a miserable life of failed expectations. 

 

Just yesterday I heard about a young lady who made a 3.96 

in college who instead of hearing from her dad, “Great job!” 

heard, “If only you hadn’t made that one B.” She has spent 

the rest of her life trying to attain her father’s expectation of 

excellence. It’s devastating. Can you imagine how our 

spiritual lives would be if that is how God treated us?  

 



Our acceptance w/ God isn’t based on who we are or what 

we’ve done but on who He is and what He has done! And 

this is how our children should experience their earthly 

acceptance from their parents. 

 

1 We need to accept our kids b/c they are a gift from God 

 

Children are a gift from the Lord; they are a reward from 

him. Children born to a young man are like arrows in a 

warrior’s hands. How joyful is the man whose quiver is full 

of them! He will not be put to shame when he confronts his 

accusers at the city gates. Psalm 127:3-5 

 

2 We need to accept our kids for who they are b/c they 

were uniquely, fearfully, and wonderfully made by God 

 

You made all the delicate, inner parts of my body and knit 

me together in my mother’s womb. Thank you for making me 

so wonderfully complex! Your workmanship is marvelous – 

how well I know it. You watched me as I was being formed in 

utter seclusion, as I was woven together in the dark of the 

womb. Psalm 139:13-14 

 

3 We need to accept our kids b/c God has a plan for them 

 

You saw me before I was born. Every day of my life was 

recorded in your book. Every moment was laid out before a 

single day had passed. Psalm 139:15 



Acceptance is powerful and empowering. It sets a child free 

to become. It is a launching pad for life. If you want your 

children to become, don’t make your acceptance of them 

conditional – embrace them unconditionally. 

 

When I think of Jesus, I see acceptance and grace abounding. 

Whether it was the woman at the well, the woman caught in 

adultery, or the thief on the cross – he met people at the 

point of their need w/ acceptance. One of my favorite stories 

is in Luke 19. 

 

Jesus entered Jericho and was passing through. A man was 

there by the name of Zacchaeus; he was a chief tax collector 

and was wealthy. He wanted to see who Jesus was, but b/c 

he was short he could not see over the crowd. So he ran 

ahead and climbed a sycamore-fig tree to see him, since 

Jesus was coming that way. When Jesus reached the spot, he 

looked up and said to him,“Zacchaeus, come down 

immediately. I must stay at your house today.” So he came 

down at once and welcomed him gladly. All the people saw 

this and began to mutter, “He has gone to be the guest of a 

sinner.” But Zacchaeus stood up and said to the 

Lord, “Look, Lord! Here and now I give half of my 

possessions to the poor, and if I have cheated anybody out of 

anything, I will pay back four times the amount.” Jesus said 

to him, “Today salvation has come to this house, b/c this 

man, too, is a son of Abraham. For the Son of Man came to 

seek and to save the lost.” Luke 19:1-10 



In this passage, we see the power of acceptance. Zacchaeus 

was not well liked. He was wealthy off the backs of his own 

people. He wasn’t a good guy. Certainly not the kind of guy 

a girl brings home to her parents. But upon experiencing the 

grace and acceptance of Christ – he was radically changed. 

 Jesus met him where he was 

 Saw him for who he was 

 Accepted him b/c he as God’s child 

 And gave him the same grace He gives to you and me. 

 

 


