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Proverbs 10:9         Sunday AM 

 

I read a true story about a little boy in a market in CA who 

was standing at a fruit stand cramming grapes in his mouth 

as fast as he could w/ no parent in sight. The clerk stood 

there befuddled not knowing how to handle the situation as 

the boy pigged out on his grapes. Finally, to the clerk’s 

relief, the boy’s mother showed up. Sadly, all she said to her 

son was, “Johnny, don’t eat fast; you’ll make yourself sick!”   

 

I heard just yesterday that on the last day of school, some 

kids got on a bus and intentionally had a massive food fight 

trashing the bus and harassing the driver. Our kids ought to 

know better and as parents we should be livid? 

 

What am I talking about? I’m talking about teaching our kids 

to have integrity and character – to not just know right from 

wrong but to live w/ a sense of morality, truth, and ethics. 

 

If you haven’t been here in a few weeks, we’re in a series 

based on Proverbs 22:6 – Train up a child in the way he 

should go and when he is old he will not depart from it.   

 

To train up refers to the roof of the mouth as soon after 

birth, a Hebrew mid-wife would dip her fingers in a paste 

made of honey/dates and rub it on the gums of the newborn 

baby to create thirst to initiate the baby’s feeding instinct.  



Solomon was teaching us that in training up a child, our 

primary goal is to create a sense of thirst in our children for 

right things – more specifically – for the things of God.  

 

As we’ve already discussed, many parents miss this vital 

truth b/c we’re become more concerned w/ what our kids 

accomplish in life than we are who they become in life. But 

the great priority of Scripture isn’t to raise kids who can be 

successful in the eyes of the world, but to raise kids who 

know/experience the heart/will of God in their daily lives.    

 

You shall love the Lord your God w/ all your heart, w/ all 

your soul, and w/ all your strength. These words which I 

command you today shall be in your heart. You shall teach 

them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when 

you sit in your house, when you walk by the way, when you 

lie down, and when you rise up. Deuteronomy 6:5-7 

 

Priority 1 – Get God in the right place in your life. 

 

Priority 2 – Diligently invest the Jesus in you into your 

children so that they love God more than you love Him.  

 

How do we TRAIN up our children? Using the acrostic 

T.R.A.I.N.S. – I believe there are (6) truth needed to partner 

w/ God to raise children who know, serve, and honor Him.  

 



TIME – we need to give our children focused quality and 

quantity time to make the necessary investments of truth, 

grace, instruction, and so forth.  

 

RESPONISIBILTY. In a world where entitlements abound 

and everyone else is to blame for our plight in life – teaching 

our kids to stand up and accept responsibility for their 

actions and circumstances is paramount. 

 

ACCEPTANCE. Acceptance is unconditionally embracing 

your child for the uniqueness of who he or she is. It’s more 

than loving them; it is extending to them a certainty of 

condition. B/c they are; you love/accept them as they are. 

 

Acceptance is never based on what our children do or don’t 

do. It’s not based on their success or failures – their abilities 

or inabilities – it is embracing them for who they are and 

who God created them to be.  

 

Today, we’re going to look at the 4th Sound Bite – Integrity. 

 

I WHAT is Integrity? 

 

Integrity is often described as who you are when no one 

else is looking.  

 

Integrity is doing the right thing, even when no one else is 

watching. C.S. Lewis 



Integrity is having a commitment to value truth, fairness, and 

respect for other people and their things. It is having value 

on the inside that lives on the outside. 

 

Who’d like this $20 bill? Crumple it up. Step on it. Wipe 

arm pit? Ask – Who wants it now? Why? The value remains 

b/c it’s intrinsic no matter the external condition. This is 

integrity – it is who you are on the outside – no matter how 

scarred, bruised, or beaten you might be on the outside. 

 

As parents, one great responsibility is to teach our kids a 

sense of right/wrong, truth/untruth, diligence/laziness. And 

in a society where ethics/morality is fading fast, this is a 

challenge. Have you been following the primaries – scary! 

 

A busload of politicians was headed to a convention but b/c 

of road work were detoured down a windy rural road where 

the driver lost control of the bus and crashed into a tree on an 

old farmer's field. Driving back from town, the farmer 

noticed a hole in his fence and found the wrecked bus. So 

went back to his truck, got a shovel, and buried all the 

politicians. Since they never arrived to their location, a 

trooper was dispatched to find them. He back-tracked their 

route, found the wreck, and located the farmer. The trooper 

asked the farmer where the politicians were. He told the 

trooper he’d buried them. The trooper said, “They were all 

dead?” The farmer replied, “Some of them kept saying they 

weren't but you know how them politicians lie!” 



Folks, if we don’t pay attention and invest into the character 

of our kids, it’ll not be long until but a handful of people 

care at all about integrity. 

 

Integrity is an uphill marathon, not a sprint. It’s not some-

thing once taught, forever caught.  Dr. Tim Kimmel 

 

II WHY Integrity Matters? 

 

If having a good reputation is like having gold, then having 

integrity is like having a gold mine. Pr. 22:1 

 

Read Acts 5:1-11 – Ananias and Sapphira 

 

 A Someone is always WATCHING 

 

Too many people do the things they know shouldn’t b/c they 

think they won’t get caught. They seemingly hear this voice 

in their head saying, “Go ahead, nobody's going to know” – 

This is not the voice of God.  

 

God carefully watches the goings on of all mankind, he sees 

them all. No darkness is thick enough to hide evil men from 

his eyes. Job 34:21-22 

 

Meaning – nothing escapes God's purview. We may fool 

ourselves and even others; but God sees it all. 

 



Nothing seems to escape the purview of our kids either. As 

parents, our kids take note of everything. Our kids take note 

of every lie, shortcut, and cheap shot. And b/c values are 

caught more than their taught.  Well…you do the math!  

 

We’re also being watched by believers/unbelievers – and 

how we live before our brothers/sisters in Christ and before a 

lost world matters. 

 

Let your light shine so people can see your good works and 

praise your father. Matthew 5:16 

 

 B We will REAP whatever We SOW. 

 

Don't be misled, remember that God will not be mocked, 

whatsoever a man sows, he will always reap… Gal. 6:7 

 

Circle "always". It doesn't say most of the time, some of the 

time – but always. In other words – Count on it. Whatever 

you give out in life is what you're going to get back. On the 

other hand, if we’re honest and maintain integrity in our 

decisions, God says we’ll be blessed.   

 

 C Dishonesty DESTROYS Credibility 

 

Wealth you get by dishonesty will do you no good, but 

honesty can save your life.  Proverbs 10:2 



Ananias and Sapphira made recorded history for all the 

wrong reasons – you will never hear an uplifting sermon on 

their behalf b/c their credibility was shattered.  

 

Remember – every time we make a decision outside of 

God’s will, we’re choosing to side w/ the devil rather than 

w/ God.  The devil wants us to take b/c every time we do we 

become more like him. He is the thief, the father of thieves.   

 

 D God REWARDS Honesty  

 

Honest people will lead a full, happy life but if you're in a 

hurry to get rich you're going to be punished. Proverbs 28:20 

 

III HOW to Invest Integrity? 

 

Whoever walks in integrity walks securely, but whoever 

takes crooked paths will be found out. Proverbs 10:9 

 

Righteousness guards the person of integrity, but wickedness 

overthrows the sinner. Proverbs 13:6 

 

 Never tolerate even the smallest lie. 

 Never require your children to lie for you. 

 Never allow your kids to be disrespectful or rude to others. 

 Apologize when you wrong your children. 

 Send into a store w/ more money than they need to buy an 

item.  Upon their return, see if they give you change.  



 Set up tasks that require their follow-through w/out 

supervision; and see if they carry out the instructions. 

 Have them memorize 10 verses on integrity. 

 

Our integrity is constantly being bombarded – we must teach 

on it early and often so that it can w/stand the perils of life. 

   

We’re all familiar w/ the Titanic. The opulent 900ft. ship 

sank in the icy waters in the northern Atlantic in 1912 on its 

maiden voyage from England to New York.  To this day it is 

one of the most tragic maritime disasters in history as 1500 

people lost their lives.  

 

The Most widely held theory for the ships demise was that 

the ship hit an iceberg, which opened a huge gash in the side 

of the liner. But in 1997, an international team of divers and 

scientists using sonar and sound waves discovered that 

instead of a gaping hole in the hull, the damage was 

surprisingly small. Instead of the huge gash, they found a 

series of six narrow slits across the six watertight holds.  

 

Small damage, invisible to most, can sink not only a great 

ship but a great reputation.  USA Today (4/9/97) 

 


