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     If there were a few basic questions that, if answered correctly, could provide a solid 
foundation for everything else in life, what those would be? Here are my four (4): 

(1) Who is God? (The Sovereign Creator of the Universe) 
(2) How can I know about Him, about the world, and about myself? (The Bible) 
(3) How does one have a right relationship with God? (The Gospel / By Faith) 
(4) If I have this relationship, how do I live in that relationship? (Faith In Christ) 

     If you want to make a mess of the life of an unbeliever, a Christian or a church, get them 
confused about the answers to any of these questions. This happened in the Galatian 
church. And the Apostle Paul sets out on a mission to clarify the answers to two questions: 
“How does one have a right relationship with God?” and “If I have this relationship, how do I 
live in that relationship?” The answers are found in the Centrality of the Gospel message.  
     If you have a copy of the Scriptures, I invite you to turn to Galatians	  2:11-‐21. Paul 
had started churches in this area on his first missionary journey, along with Barnabas. After 
their departure, religious Jewish zealots infiltrated the church…with false teachings about 
the Gospel and lies about Paul. In Galatians 1:6 he says, “I am amazed that you are so 
quickly deserting Him who called you by the grace of Christ, for a different gospel.” 
     This was a real battle for true Christianity vs. Religion; grace and faith vs. works and 
Law. Paul declares the truth about his own life that had been transformed by the Gospel and 
the God-given Gospel message that he had preached to them. Then he drives the point 
home with a personal story of his experience in the neighboring Antioch church where the 
most influential leaders of the first century church addressed the issue. Let’s read together.   
 

TEXT 
11 But when Cephas [Peter] came to Antioch, I opposed him to his face, because he stood 
condemned. [judged] 12 For prior to the coming of certain men from James, [Jerusalem] he 
used to eat with the Gentiles; but when they came, he began to withdraw and hold himself 
aloof, fearing the party of the circumcision. 13 The rest of the Jews joined him in hypocrisy, 
[theatrical term] with the result that even Barnabas was carried away by their hypocrisy. 
14 But when I saw that they were not straightforward about the truth of the gospel, I said 
to Cephas [Peter] in the presence of all, “If you, being a Jew, live like the Gentiles and not 
like the Jews, how is it that you compel the Gentiles to live like Jews? 15 “We are Jews by 
nature and not sinners [heathens; without religion] from among the Gentiles; 16 nevertheless 
knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the Law but through faith in Christ Jesus, 
even we have believed in Christ Jesus, so that we may be justified by faith in Christ and not 
by the works of the Law; since by the works of the Law no flesh will be justified. 17 But if, 
while seeking to be justified in Christ, we ourselves have also been found sinners, is Christ 
then a minister of sin? [contradicting Himself] May it never be! 18 For if I rebuild what I have 
once destroyed, [faith vs. works] I prove myself to be a transgressor. 19 For through the Law 
I died to the Law, so that I might live to God. 20 I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no 
longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith 
in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself up for me. 21 I do not nullify the grace of 
God, for if righteousness comes through the Law, then Christ died needlessly.” 

*	  If	  you	  read	  Peter’s	  Epistles,	  you	  can	  see	  that	  he	  repented	  of	  this	  direction.	  
 

EXPOSITION AND UNDERSTANDING 
A. We should not make the Gospel more than it is. (v. 11-14) 
 
11 But when [Peter] came to Antioch, I opposed him to his face, because he 

stood condemned. [judged] 12 For prior to the coming of certain men 
from James, [Jerusalem] he used to eat with the Gentiles; but when they 
came, he began to withdraw and hold himself aloof, fearing the party of the 
circumcision. 13 The rest of the Jews joined him in hypocrisy, [theatrical 
term] with the result that even Barnabas was carried away by their 
hypocrisy. 14 But when I saw that they were not straightforward about the 
truth of the gospel, I said to Cephas [Peter] in the presence of all, “If you, 
being a Jew, live like the Gentiles and not like the Jews, how is it that you 
compel the Gentiles to live like Jews? 
 

     Religious people struggle to release their past…to accept others…and to accept grace. 
In a world indoctrinated by comparison and relativism, we are raised to judge ourselves 
against others…producing envy and pride. People naturally struggle to accept that whether 
the world considers you ‘bad’ or ‘good’, our sin problem separates us all from a Holy God.    
What can happen is the creation of unnecessary, unbiblical expectations, often cultural, that 
establishes barriers and divisions that the Enemy uses to derail us and hinder the Gospel.  
     Though Peter had believed on Christ, he still battled the pride of religious comparison. 
One major issue dealt not only with what one ate, but also with whom one ate. His fear of 
losing status with the Jerusalem church impacted not only his spiritual life, but also the 
entire church as he withdrew from family fellowship with Galatian believers. If not careful, we 
can fall into the same trap of practicing beliefs that seem to make the Gospel, and in effect a 
right relationship with God, additionally dependent on human merit. That is religion.  

 

The Gospel is not a religion…it is God’s way to a right relationship with Him. 
 

B. We should not make the Gospel less than it is. (v. 15-18)   
 
15 “We are Jews by nature and not sinners [heathens; without religion] from 
among the Gentiles; 16 nevertheless knowing that a man is not justified by 
the works of the Law but through faith in Christ Jesus, even we have 
believed in Christ Jesus, so that we may be justified by faith in Christ and 
not by the works of the Law; since by the works of the Law no flesh will be 
justified. 17 But if, while seeking to be justified in Christ, we ourselves have 
also been found sinners, is Christ then a minister of sin? [contradicting 
Himself] May it never be! 18 For if I rebuild what I have once destroyed, 
[faith vs. works] I prove myself to be a transgressor.  
 

     Paul models for us how to interact humbly with those engaged in heresy. He 
puts himself in the same “Gospel-desperate” boat with Peter. Jews and Gentiles are 
all sinners in need of Christ. We all need the Gospel…and we all need to receive 
God’s grace by faith in Christ. 



     Often times, if not careful, we can minimize the message of the Gospel. When 
we insert religious comparisons into the Gospel, we minimize the impact of what the 
Gospel does in us and for us. Paul uses the term “Justification”. What exactly is it? 
     Justification is the action of God on the life of a condemned sinner to make us 
right – ‘righteous’ – in the sight of Holy God. When we insert some religious 
expectation, we fail to recognize that in justifying us, He is not, “just averting 
God’s wrath on our sin, but His judgment on our [inadequate goodness].” The 
fact remains, we had no impact on our becoming a human creature the first time 
and we have no ability to make ourselves become a new creation…to become the 
righteousness of God in Christ. (2 Corinthians 5:17-21) 
     Anytime we try to insert religious requirements into the message of the Gospel, 
we also make less of Jesus Christ, His sacrifice and His work. When we trust in 
Christ, God does not simply pardon us. The righteous judgment and punishment 
Christ bore for our sin on the cross pays our debt and leaves no record of our sin 
and past. Then He graciously deposits His Holy Spirit into our lives so that when He 
looks upon us, He sees only the righteousness of His Holy Son. Trying to insert 
religion into the Gospel actually makes it less than it is. 
 

The Gospel is not a process…it is a miracle of God powerfully and  
unmistakably transforming a sinner’s life and making us right with Him. 

 

C. We should live the Gospel in all that it is. (v. 19-21) 
 
19 For through the Law I died to the Law, so that I might live to God. 20 I 
have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but Christ 
lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the 
Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself up for me. 21 I do not nullify 
the grace of God, for if righteousness comes through the Law, then Christ 
died needlessly.” 
 

     The Apostle Paul had experienced the struggle of trying to do more to somehow 
gain the approval of God through religion. When confronted with the truth of the 
Gospel, he realized that his frustration and futility in trying to keep the Law brought 
him to a point of crisis. He could surrender, effectively dying to the Law, repenting 
of sin, and trusting Christ as the only hope of salvation…or reject God’s grace. And 
in dying to religion, He found new life in Christ. 
     So how was he to live in this relationship? He says that he lives to God and for 
God by faith in the message of the same Gospel, in daily surrender and faith in 
Christ’s finished work. 
     Charles Spurgeon once stated about two of his successful contemporary 
preachers: “Whitefield and Wesley might preach the gospel better than I do, but 
they cannot preach a better gospel.” The same could be said of us in living the 
Gospel: There may be some doing better at living the Gospel, but no one has a 
better Gospel to live. But sometimes we forget: 
 

 

     One of my friends from seminary now pastors a mega-church in the Raleigh-
Durham area of North Carolina. He was raised in church, became a believer as a 
teenager, went to a Christian school, spent two years as a missionary in a Muslim 
country, and then became a pastor of a dying church, where God has blessed it to 
grow from a few hundred to several thousand. Yet, just a few years ago, J.D. 
Greear wrote in his book, “Gospel”:  

	  

“The	  more	  closely	  I	  followed	  Him,	  the	  more	  my	  heart	  ran	  away.”	  
“Recently,	  however,	  I	  discovered	  something	  that	  has	  changed	  

everything.	  The	  Gospel.	  I	  know	  saying	  that	  sounds	  strange	  for	  an	  
evangelical	  pastor	  who	  is	  leading	  a	  growing	  mega-‐church	  to	  say,	  	  
but	  it	  is	  true.”	  [But]	  “Rediscovering	  the	  Gospel	  has	  given	  me	  a	  joy	  	  
in	  God	  I	  never	  experienced	  in	  all	  my	  years	  of	  fervent	  religion.” 	  

 
 

The Gospel is not a manufactured life…it is the power of God lived through 
us as we surrender to Him living victoriously in us and through us. 

 
 

APPLICATION: 
1. What can we learn from this text about God? He loves us more than we can know. 
 a. God loves us tremendously to show us our sinfulness and need for Him. 
 b. God loves us enough to provide His only Son to pay the penalty for our sins. 
 c. God loves us and pursues us through the message of Gospel to trust Christ. 
 d. God loves us persistently to keep us from falling into the rut of religion. 
 

2. How might we be susceptible to falling into this trap? Avoiding the Gospel. 
 a. Avoiding the Gospel allows pride and religious baggage to be a barrier to you. 
 b. Avoiding the Gospel allows religious comparison to be a barrier to others. 
 

3. What might be your appropriate response to God today? Embrace the Gospel. 
 a. Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and be saved…justified…right with God. 
 b. Believe the Gospel…remind yourself of it daily…and live in all that it is. 
 

RESPONSE: 
     This morning, are you at a pivotal point in your journey…a crisis of belief? Are 
you at a critical place, where you need that moment for God to move your heart 
where it needs to be, through a ‘genuine crisis of clarity…’, ’a specific moment of 
total repentance and fresh surrender’ to God…to embrace the Gospel?  
 

I would like to pray for you this morning.  
 

     I am going to pray…and then Pastor Rob will begin to sing. This altar is a safe 
place to come and pray or to receive help for your journey. We will have 
encouragers here at the front to pray with you or to help you to personally embrace 
the Gospel today…if you would simply respond as God is calling you this morning.  
 
 
 


