
Sound bites for Parents – Responsibility    5/15/16 

John 13:1-17         Sunday AM 

 

Last week we began a series of sound bites (morsels of truth) 

on parenting/grand-parenting based on Proverbs 22:6 – 

Train up a child in the way he should go and when he is old 

he will not depart from it. Using the acrostic TRAINS, we’re 

discussing from MD to FD the (6) key elements necessary to 

raise up a child who can walk w/ God and thrive in life. 

 

Last week we talked about the T – TIME and how critical it 

is we give our kids/grandkids both quality/quantity time if 

we’re going to make a needed investment they require to 

become the person God created and called them to be. This 

AM, in light of our soon to be graduates, we’re going to take 

a few minutes to discuss the idea of R – RESPONSIBILITY. 

 

I’m just going to lay it out there. We’re living in a day gross 

irresponsibility. It appears as if irresponsibility has become a 

civil right. We seemingly celebrate that our mistakes and 

indifferences are b/c of someone or something else. It 

appears as if we’re never to blame.  

 

It goes like this – I have the right to be irresponsible but you 

don’t have the right to hold me responsible – you do though 

have the right to flip the bill and clean up the mess I leave 

behind. I can live as I desire, do as I desire, believe as I 

desire – and if your beliefs align okay – otherwise butt out. 



This irresponsibility claims that my rights are greater than 

your rights and my personal desires and appetites can 

infringe upon your life but I’m not subject to your issues. 

 

LISTEN. Irresponsibility doesn’t just impact you; it impacts 

everyone. It impacts your family, your church, your 

community, your country. Why? B/c all irresponsibility has 

to be shouldered by someone else. Someone always has to 

pay the bill and clean up the mess! 

 

Irresponsibility occurs whenever one person chooses to not 

take responsibility for the things for which they should be 

responsible. Irresponsibility occurs when we believe we’re 

entitled to something which we’ve taken no responsibility. 

 

Parents/graduates – no matter how irresponsible others might 

be – if we don’t learn how to become responsible for our 

own actions/attitudes – then we’ll not only become part of 

the problem – we’ll become victims of our own undoing.   

 

We have to learn how to be responsible for our own lives. 

 

responsibility (defined) involving personal accountability 

and the ability to act w/out guidance or superior authority. 

 

A person is regarded as responsible when they’re capable of 

making moral/rational decisions on their own and willing to 

be answerable for their own behavior. 



Graduates – I want to give you 15 Simple Rules for Living  

 

If you open it, close it.  

If you turn it on, turn it off.  

If you unlock it, lock it up.  

If you break it, admit it – and offer to fix or replace it. 

If you can't fix it, call in someone who can.  

If you borrow it, return it.  

If you value it, take care of it.  

If you make a mess, clean it up.  

If you move it, put it back. 

If someone else owns it, you want to use it, get permission.  

If you don't know how to operate it, leave it alone. 

If it's none of your business, don't ask questions.  

If you don’t want it said about you, don't say it about others. 

If it will brighten someone's day, say it. 

If it will tarnish someone's reputation, keep it to yourself. 

 

It may surprise you, but God created us to be responsible. 

In fact, before sin ever entered the world, God gave 

Adam/Eve a task for which they were to be responsible. 

 

So God created human beings in his own image. In the 

image of God he created them; male and female he created 

them. Then God blessed them and said, “Be fruitful and 

multiply. Fill the earth and govern it. Reign over the fish in 

the sea, the birds in the sky, and all the animals that scurry 

along the ground.” Genesis 1:27-28 



God created man w/ the responsibility to subdue/rule over 

the creation. He gave them the responsibility to procreate 

and rule. He gave them a response ability to follow Him. 

 

Now if we follow the Genesis account, we learn that Adam 

and Eve fell prey to temptation and responded irresponsibly 

to God’s call. And they went and hid themselves from God. 

 

Adam and Eve heard God walking in the garden and hid 

from the Lord among the trees. The Lord called to Adam, 

“Where are you?” Adam replied, “I heard you walking in 

the garden, so I hid. I was afraid b/c I was naked.” God 

asked, “Who told you, you were naked?” “Have you eaten 

from the tree I commanded you not to eat?” 

 

Notice Adam’s response – Adam said, “Yes I did! And I 

take full responsibility for my actions. Do w/ me as you will. 

But leave Eve out of this – she’s innocent!”  

 

If only this would’ve been what Adam did – the world might 

have been a different place – but that’s not what happened. 

 

Adam replied, “It was the woman YOU gave me who gave 

me the fruit, and I ate it.” Then God asked the woman, 

“What have you done?” The serpent deceived me,” she 

replied. “That’s why I ate it.” 

 



What happened? They both played the blame game. They 

both tried to pass the buck. They knew they blew it, but 

neither wanted to be held accountable, 

 

The very nature of the fall reveals to us our irresponsible 

nature and proclivity to pass the blame on to someone else. 

We don’t like being held responsible. This is why this is 

such a critical lesson to learn.  

 

We must teach our children to be responsible for themselves 

and to not play the blame game. Graduates, you must learn 

and embrace your responsibility if you ever hope to become 

successful both in the eyes of God and in the eyes of man. 

We have to learn that even when no one else wants to be 

responsible – and are acting irresponsible – we must accept 

responsibility for ourselves and for those around us. 

 

I’m going to make this simple parents/grand-parents – if 

you want your children to learn responsibility you have to do 

two things – (1) model responsibility by living responsibly; 

and (2) never take so much responsibility for your children’s 

irresponsibility that you bail them out of their responsibility 

or the consequences of their irresponsibility.  

When I consider the life/ministry of Jesus w/ His disciples, 

he modeled this perfectly. There’s one particular instance 

where He empowered His disciples to take responsibility not 

just for their own actions but for the very mission for which 

He came.  



In John 13 we find the story of where Jesus washed the feet 

of His disciples – I want you to listen carefully. 
 

Before the Passover celebration, Jesus knew His hour had 

come to leave this world and return to his Father. He had 

loved his disciples during his earthly ministry, and now He 

loved them to the very end. It was time for supper, and the 

devil had already prompted Judas, son of Simon Iscariot, to 

betray Jesus. Jesus knew the Father had given him authority 

over everything and that He had come from God and would 

return to God. So He got up from the table, took off his robe, 

wrapped a towel around his waist, and poured water into a 

basin. Then he began to wash the disciples’ feet, drying them 

w/ the towel he had around him. When Jesus came to Simon 

Peter, Peter said to him, “Lord, are you going to wash my 

feet?” Jesus said, “You don’t understand now what I am 

doing, but someday you will.” “No,” Peter protested, “you 

will never ever wash my feet!” Jesus replied, “Unless I wash 

you, you won’t belong to me.” Peter exclaimed, “Then wash 

my hands and head as well, Lord, not just my feet!” Jesus 

said, “A person who has bathed all over doesn’t need to 

wash, except for the feet, to be entirely clean. And you are 

clean, but not all of you.” For Jesus knew who would betray 

Him. That’s what he meant when he said, “Not all of you are 

clean.” After washing their feet, he put on his robe again 

and sat down and asked, “Do you understand what I was 

doing?  You call me ‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord,’ and you are right, 

b/c that’s what I am. And since I, your Lord and Teacher, 



have washed your feet, you ought to wash each other’s feet. I 

have given you an example to follow. Do as I have done to 

you. I tell you the truth, slaves are not greater than their 

master. Nor is the messenger more important than the one 

who sends the message. Now that you know these things, 

God will bless you for doing them. John 13:1-17 
 

Jesus never taught for head knowledge; He taught for life 

change and for application. His instructions were always 

intended to move His students to action. His lessons were 

more than suggestions – they were critical truths essential to 

experiencing life.  And yet the vast majority of His teachings 

were absolutely juxtaposed to the instructions of others. If 

you want to save your life; you must lose your life. If you 

wish to be first; you must accept being last. If you desire to 

be great; you must choose to be a servant.  

 

Fundamental and at the core of His teachings is a call to 

selflessness and sacrifice. His words were coated w/ mercy, 

kindness, and a concern for others. They were immersed in 

humility, seasoned w/ grace, and expressed in love. Most 

importantly, His truths were not the rantings of a religious 

fanatic, but the soul concerns of a suffering servant. He did 

more than espouse a few lessons, He lived them. He 

embodied them. He modeled them for us to see. 

 

 



Students – for the past 17-18 years, your parents have done 

their best to prepare you for this day. They have sought to 

raise you to be responsible adults – and soon, you will be 

launching out from their immediate care into this world to 

become who and what God has called you to be. Will you be 

responsible – and will you live responsibly?  


