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INTRODUCTION 
     If you have a copy of the Scriptures, I invite you to turn to Daniel Chapter 6. As we 
continue our “Amazing Stories” series, we will see how God responds when people use 
political games and persecution to try to destroy one of His faithful servants…Daniel. 
     In 605 B.C., due to their continued disobedience, God allowed Israel to be invaded by 
the Babylonians. They destroyed Jerusalem and took captive many of the brightest Jewish 
teenagers. Daniel was one of these young men taken back to Babylon where they intended 
to immerse him in their culture (brainwash) and groom him to serve in their new empire. 
     In Chapter 1, we find young Daniel and his close friends staying true to their faith in God 
and He rewarded them with favor in the eyes of the king. In Chapter 2, God uses Daniel to 
interpret the dream of King Nebuchadnezzar…and he is placed into leadership. Chapter 3 
tells the story of Daniel’s three (3) friends who would not bow to King Nebuchadnezzar’s 
golden statue and were throne into the fiery furnace…only to be delivered by God. In 
Chapter 4, Daniel once again is called upon to interpret a dream for the king.  
     In Chapter 5, there is a leadership transition and Belshazzar takes over as king. Daniel 
is asked to interpret a message from God for Belshazzar. God’s message is that judgment 
was coming that very night…that he would die and the kingdom would fall. As the chapter 
ends, just as promised, the Medes invaded, killed Belshazzar, and King Darius took over. 
     Daniel, who was taken to Babylon around the age of 15, is now about 80 years old. And 
God is still using his life to bring light into the dark culture of his day. Whether you are 15 or 
80, God desires to do the same through your life and my life today. Chapter 6 begins:  
 

TEXT 
1 It seemed good to Darius to appoint 120 satraps (governors) over the kingdom, that they 
would be in charge of the whole kingdom, 2 and over them three commissioners (VP’s of 
whom Daniel was one), that these satraps might be accountable to them, and that the king 
might not suffer loss. 3 Then this Daniel began distinguishing himself among the 
commissioners and satraps because he possessed an extraordinary spirit, and the king 
planned to appoint him over the entire kingdom. 4 Then the commissioners and satraps 
began trying to find a ground of accusation against Daniel in regard to government affairs; 
but they could find no ground of accusation or evidence of corruption, inasmuch as he was 
faithful, and no negligence or corruption was to be found in him. 5 Then these men said, 
“We will not find any ground of accusation against this Daniel unless we find it against him 
with regard to the law of his God.”6 Then these commissioners and satraps came by 
agreement to the king and spoke to him as follows: “King Darius, live forever! 7 All 
the commissioners of the kingdom, the prefects and the satraps, the high officials and the 
governors have consulted together that the king should establish a statute and enforce an 
injunction that anyone who makes a petition to any god or man besides you, O king, for 
thirty days, shall be cast into the lions’ den. 8 Now, O king, establish the injunction and sign 
the document so that it may not be changed, according to the law of the Medes and 
Persians, which may not be revoked. (pride)	9 Therefore King Darius signed the 
document, that is, the injunction. 10 Now when Daniel knew that the document was signed, 

he entered his house (now in his roof chamber he had windows open toward Jerusalem); 
and he continued kneeling on his knees three times a day, praying and giving thanks before 
his God, as he had been doing previously. 11 Then these men came by agreement and 
found Daniel making petition and supplication before his God.12 Then they approached 
and spoke before the king about the king’s injunction, “Did you not sign an injunction that 
any man who makes a petition to any god or man besides you, O king, for thirty days, is to 
be cast into the lions’ den?” The king replied, “The statement is true, according to the law of 
the Medes and Persians, which may not be revoked.” 13 Then they answered and spoke 
before the king, “Daniel, who is one of the exiles from Judah, pays no attention to you, 
O king, or to the injunction which you signed, but keeps making his petition three 
times a day.”14 Then, as soon as the king heard this statement, he was deeply distressed 
and set his mind on delivering Daniel; and even until sunset he kept exerting himself to 
rescue him. 15 Then these men came by agreement to the king and said to the king, 
“Recognize, O king, that it is a law of the Medes and Persians that no injunction or statute 
which the king establishes may be changed.”16 Then the king gave orders, and Daniel was 
brought in and cast into the lions’ den. The king spoke and said to Daniel, “Your God 
whom you constantly serve will Himself deliver you.” 17 A stone was brought and laid 
over the mouth of the den; and the king sealed it with his own signet ring and with the signet 
rings of his nobles, so that nothing would be changed in regard to Daniel. 18 Then the king 
went off to his palace and spent the night fasting, and no entertainment was brought before 
him; and his sleep fled from him.19 Then the king arose at dawn, at the break of day, and 
went in haste to the lions’ den. (Custom	–	Survive	the	night	=	pardon.) 20 When he 
had come near the den to Daniel, he cried out with a troubled voice. The king spoke and 
said to Daniel, “Daniel, servant of the living God, has your God, whom you constantly 
serve, been able to deliver you from the lions?”21 Then Daniel spoke to the king, “O 
king, live forever! 22 My God sent His angel and shut the lions’ mouths and they have 
not harmed me, inasmuch as I was found innocent before Him; and also toward you, 
O king, I have committed no crime.” 23 Then the king was very pleased and gave orders 
for Daniel to be taken up out of the den. So Daniel was taken up out of the den and no injury 
whatever was found on him, because he had trusted in his God. 24 The king then gave 
orders, and they brought those men who had maliciously accused Daniel, and they cast 
them, their children and their wives into the lions’ den; and they had not reached the bottom 
of the den before the lions overpowered them and crushed all their bones.25 Then Darius 
the king wrote to all the peoples, nations and men of every language who were living in all 
the land: “May your peace abound! 26 I make a decree that in all the dominion of my 
kingdom men are to fear and tremble before the God of Daniel; For He is the living God 
and enduring forever, And His kingdom is one which will not be destroyed, And His 
dominion will be forever.27 “He delivers and rescues and performs signs and wonders, In 
heaven and on earth, Who has also delivered Daniel from the power of the lions.”28 So 
this Daniel enjoyed success in the reign of Darius and in the reign of Cyrus the Persian. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



UNDERSTANDING 
A. Daniel’s Faith. (v. 1-5) 
     1. Daniel was faithful in everyday life. (What was seen and what was behind the scenes.) 
     2. Daniel was faithful to his God everyday. (Even his enemies were confident of his faith.) 
         [ILLUSTRATION: Alvin Dark] 
 

Genuine faith will result in faithfulness. 
B. God’s Deliverance. (v. 6-24) 
     1. God does not always deliver from persecution…it was to be expected. (John 15:18-20) 
 

18	“If	the	world	hates	you,	you	know	that	it	has	hated	Me	before	it	
hated	you.	19	If	you	were	of	the	world,	the	world	would	love	its	own;	but	
because	you	are	not	of	the	world,	but	I	chose	you	out	of	the	world,	
because	of	this	the	world	hates	you.20	Remember	the	word	that	I	said	to	
you,	‘A	slave	is	not	greater	than	his	master.’	If	they	persecuted	Me,	they	
will	also	persecute	you;	if	they	kept	My	word,	they	will	keep	yours	also.	

 

     2. God does not always deliver from crisis, but always delivers through it. (Heb.11:32-40) 
 

32	And	what	more	shall	I	say?	For	time	will	fail	me	if	I	tell	
of	Gideon,	Barak,	Samson,	Jephthah,	of	David	and	Samuel	and	the	
prophets,	33	who	by	faith	conquered	kingdoms,	performed	acts	
of	righteousness,	obtained	promises,	shut	the	mouths	of	
lions,	34	quenched	the	power	of	fire,	escaped	the	edge	of	the	sword,	from	
weakness	were	made	strong,	became	mighty	in	war,	put	foreign	armies	
to	flight.	35	Women	received	back	their	dead	by	resurrection;	and	others	
were	tortured,	not	accepting	their	release,	so	that	they	might	obtain	a	
better	resurrection;	36	and	others	experienced	mockings	and	scourgings,	
yes,	also	chains	and	imprisonment.	37	They	were	stoned,	they	were	sawn	
in	two,	they	were	tempted,	they	were	put	to	death	with	the	sword;	they	
went	about	in	sheepskins,	in	goatskins,	being	destitute,	afflicted,	ill-
treated	38	(men	of	whom	the	world	was	not	worthy),	wandering	in	
deserts	and	mountains	and	caves	and	holes	in	the	ground.	

 

Daniel is a model of faith, but God is the ultimate Hero. 
 

C. Transformed Culture. (v. 25-28) 
     1. One personal witness was changed…Darius. 
     2. An entire planet was impacted. (Jim Elliot – Missionary to Acua people in Ecuador) 

 

Never underestimate the impact of one faithful follower of Christ. 
 

 

APPLICATION 
(1)  Faithful service may not always gain us favor in a pagan culture, nor may it always 

secure favor once enjoyed. 1 Peter 5:8 warns that Satan walks about like a 
roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour. And John 10:10 says that our Enemy 
seeks to steal, kill, and destroy us. However, our faithfulness in life is ultimately a 
result of our faith in God, His grace, mercy, goodness, provision, and His 
justice…not the goodness or justice of man, including our own.  

(2) Persecution will come for every true follower of Christ. In Acts 17, a guy named 
Jason was put in jail for simply housing the Apostle Paul. We could get there 
during our lifetime in America. (Russian Law, Iowa - Demaestus, Bakersfield, CA 
– School Board) If you wait to until crisis comes to develop a life of faith, prayer, 
and witness…you most likely will not have the courage to stand when persecution 
arrives.  

 
(3) In these days of cultural, and political turmoil…God can use the life of any willing, 

faithful follower of Christ to show Himself strong and the ultimate Hero. I’m not 
saying that you should pray to be thrown in the lion’s den, but rather to make 
yourself available to be proven faithful…so God can show Himself strong and 
awesome through your life. As a result, a family can be changed…a school can be 
changed…a community can be changed…a country can be changed…a world 
can be changed. (Mingo County, WV - Revival) 

     

Every movement of God starts with one person’s repentance and faith. 
 

RESPONSE 
• Repentance and faith in Jesus Christ and His sacrifice on the cross is what 

is required to begin a relationship with God. Do you need to begin that 
relationship? You can by repenting of your sin and trusting in Jesus Christ. 

• Repentance and faith in Jesus Christ is the only hope for our families, our 
schools, our community, our country, and our world. Our country’s deepest 
need is not Democrat or Republican…but rather believers and churches 
modeling repentance and faith…seeing what that looks like in the lives of 
Christ-followers who are genuinely and passionately pursuing God and 
faithfulness to His Word. Will you be that model of faith so that God can 
show His grace and glory as the ultimate Hero of your life? 

• Could it be that God may be calling you to be a Daniel…(15 or 80) in your 
school, your work place, your community…to be a carrier of the Gospel as a 
missionary or through vocational ministry? No matter what your name is, 
would you surrender to be a Daniel today?  

 


