
Invasion – An Life2Life Invasion     8/21/2016 

Titus 2:1-15            Sunday AM  

 

We’re (3) weeks into a (4) week series in Titus entitled – 

Invasion. I chose this title b/c Paul is concerned w/ the war 

being waged b/w Spirit and flesh, the church and the world. 

He concludes – if the world invades the church, the world 

will invade you; but if Christ invades you, you will invade 

the world.  

 

As a recap, in week 1 we looked at the doctrinal heart of this 

letter. In ch. 3:3-8, Paul tells Titus – the heart of the matter 

is a matter of the heart – and the fact is everything rises and 

falls on the cross and whether Christ has invaded your heart.  

  

Last week we looked at Paul’s call to Titus to protect the 

church from the world by straightening out any incorrect 

teachings/practices that had already seeped in and to raise 

up/disciple a group of leaders who might have an ability to 

help him have a right influence over the house church. 

   

Paul has given his protégé (5) primary directives for 

pastoring/overseeing the church in Crete. 

 Base everything you do on the Gospel of Jesus 

 Straighten out the bad doctrines/practices 

 Surround yourself w/ Godly, discipling leaders 

 Personally invest Jesus in you into others 

 Together engage the world in Jesus’ name 



You must teach what is appropriate w/ sound doctrine.  

Teach the older men to be temperate, worthy of respect, self-

controlled, and sound in faith, love and endurance. Likewise, 

teach the older women to be reverent in the way they live, 

not to be slanderers or addicted to much wine, but to teach 

what is good. Then they can urge the younger women to love 

their husbands and children, to be self-controlled and pure, 

busy at home, kind, and subject to their husbands, that no 

one will malign the word of God. Similarly, encourage the 

young men to be self-controlled. In everything show yourself 

to be an example by doing what is good. In your teaching 

show integrity, seriousness and soundness of speech that 

cannot be condemned, so those who oppose you may be 

ashamed b/c they have nothing bad to say about us. Teach 

slaves to be subject to their masters in everything, to try to 

please them, not to talk back to them, and not to steal from 

them, but to show they can be fully trusted, so in every way 

they will make the teaching about God our Savior attractive. 

For the grace of God has appeared that offers salvation to 

all people. It teaches us to say “No” to ungodliness and 

worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright and 

godly lives in this present age, while we wait for the blessed 

hope – the appearing of the glory of our great God and 

Savior, Jesus Christ, who gave himself for us to redeem us 

from all wickedness and to purify for himself a people who 

are his very own, eager to do what is good. These, then, are 

the things you should teach. Encourage and rebuke w/ all 

authority. Do not let anyone despise you. Titus 2:1-15 



Transitioning away from the scourge of false teaching, Paul 

is going to give Titus an encouragement for life2life living – 

and he’s going to give him (5) keys to making disciples. 

 

I Make a Personal INVESTMENT  

 

You must teach what is appropriate w/ sound doctrine. 

 

He gave the same encouragement to Timothy in 2 Tm. 2:2 – 

The things you have heard me say in the presence of many 

witnesses, these entrust to reliable people who will be 

qualified to teach others also.  

 

teach (laleo) to speak or converse. The idea isn’t to preach, 

but to have regular dialogue w/ someone. 

 

The present tense imp. carries the idea of persistence – 

meaning Titus and the house church leaders weren’t just to 

teach truth, they were to have regular conversations about 

right doctrine and right living – expecting the people to put 

their faith into practice. This is discipleship! 

 

In this instance – Paul says they were to have conversations 

about fitting behavior that coincided w/ right belief. 

 

appropriate (prepo) fitting – refers to a behavior that’s in 

alignment w/ one’s beliefs – a faith that’s conspicuous b/c it 

has been revealed by one’s action.   



sound (hugiano) healthy (we get hygiene); doctrine 

(didaskalia) essential foundational truth – they were to talk 

about beliefs which promotes spiritual intimacy/well-being.  

 

Such conversations require intentionality. Disciples aren’t 

made from pulpits; disciples are made by disciples. Disciples 

are made when one maturing believer intentionally pours the 

Jesus in them into the life of another person. Life2Life 

 

II Establish a Life-Giving EXPECTATION 

 

Teach the older men to be temperate, worthy of respect, self-

controlled, and sound in faith, love and endurance. Likewise, 

teach the older women to be reverent in the way they live, 

not to be slanderers or addicted to much wine, but to teach 

what is good. Then they can urge the younger women to love 

their husbands and children, to be self-controlled and pure, 

busy at home, kind, and subject to their husbands, that no 

one will malign the word of God. Similarly, encourage the 

young men to be self-controlled. 

 

Here there’s a critical sequence to note – those older in the 

faith are to invest in those younger. And those younger in the 

faith are to enjoy such guidance. 

 

Paul’s desire is for the older men/women to live exemplary 

lives in the Lord, in the church, in their homes, in the world 

b/c they’re in a seat of influence.  



Paul calls on those more mature in life/faith to carve a path 

for those less mature so that they can follow. 

 

Now lest we forget, Crete was full of Cretans. Remember 

Paul’s words – Even one of their own prophets has said, 

‘Cretans are always liars, evil brutes, and lazy gluttons.’ 

  

Living for Christ on Crete was no church picnic. These 

were relatively new believers living in a place where they 

were surrounded by people notorious for being pagan.  

 

When we live in a pagan culture, it’s easy to drift and get 

pulled down. When we’re surrounded by people who tell 

dirty jokes, it’s hard not to laugh. When we spend time w/ 

people who curse, it’s hard not to repeat their words. When 

we’re engaged w/ people who enjoy in gratifying activities, 

it’s difficult not to join in. When we spend time in a school 

or office where people cheat to get ahead, it’s hard not to 

follow suit b/c if you don’t you might get left behind.  

 

Having a role model/mentor who walks the faith and lives 

the Word is critical if we’re to keep the world out of the 

church and the truth of Christ in our hearts. 

 

III Offer an Influential EXAMPLE  

 

In everything show yourself to be an example by doing what 

is good. In your teaching show integrity, seriousness and 



soundness of speech that can’t be condemned, so those who 

oppose you may be ashamed b/c they have nothing bad to 

say about us. 

 

show (paraecho) to hold alongside – let your actions walk 

alongside your words – don't just tell them, but show them. 

 

example (tupos) refers to a visible mark or impression left 

by a pen or hammer. 

 

Paul tells us that as Christians, the integrity/veracity of our 

faith being lived out through our actions should leave an 

unmistakable impression on others.  

 

This idea is illustrated well in a story about St. Francis who 

invited a young friar to go w/ him into town. He said, "Let’s 

go to the village and preach to the people." As they traveled, 

they stopped and spoke w/ men they met along the road who 

begged for bread. They played w/ children, and exchanged 

greetings w/ those they passed. As they turned to go home, 

the confused apprentice asked, “So when do we preach?” 

Francis replied, “Preach? My son, every step we took, every 

word we spoke, every action we done, has been a sermon.” 

 

IV Provide a Tenacious ACCOUNTABILITY  

 

Encourage and rebuke w/ all authority. Do not let anyone 

despise you. 



encourage (parakaleo) to walk alongside to give courage – 

idea is to hold one’s hand to see them thru. 

 

The 1st time my kids jumped into the pool to me. I used 

words of assure them that I’d be there to catch them as I 

lightly held their hands as they jumped.  

 

Courage/assurance are at the heart of accountability. When I 

hold someone accountable, I’m promising to see them 

through. I’m promising to be there w/ them. 

 

rebuke (elegcho) to bring to light. When our brothers/sisters 

are heading in the wrong direction, they need a gentle, but 

deliberate nudge toward the truth. They need someone to 

bring to light the error of their ways so they might turn from 

a hurtful way to God’s way. This too is a part of 

accountability.  

 

V Keep the Gospel CENTRAL  

 

For the grace of God has appeared that offers salvation to 

all people. It teaches us to say “No” to ungodliness and 

worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright and 

godly lives in this present age, while we wait for the blessed 

hope – the appearing of the glory of our great God and 

Savior, Jesus Christ, who gave himself for us to redeem us 

from all wickedness and to purify for himself a people who 

are his very own, eager to do what is good. 



Paul encourages Titus (and us) to never lose sight or drift 

away from the cross – but to keep the cross central to life.  

   

As previously stated, at the heart of this letter is a profound 

proclamation – the cross has changed everything. For at 

the cross, God offered us what we didn’t deserve in 

exchange for what we couldn’t atone for in ourselves – 

forgiveness. For while we were sinners; Christ died for us. 

 

God made Him (Jesus), who knew no sin, to become sin for 

us, so that we could be made right w/ God.  

 

For by grace we are saved through faith – and that not of 

ourselves – it is the free gift of God not of works so that no 

man can boast. Eph. 2:8-9 

 

A Grace RESCUES Us from Sin 

 

For God has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and 

brought us into the kingdom of the Son he loves, in whom we 

have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. Col. 1:13-14 

 

By an act of unmerited favor God has lifted us out of sin and 

into a saving relationship w/ Him. Do we deserve such love? 

Absolutely not – but God who is rich in mercy has extended 

His favor to you/me to restore us to intimacy w/ Him. 

 

 



B Grace EMPOWERS Us for Victorious Living 

 

What shall we say in response to these things? If God is for 

us, who can be against us? He who did not spare his own 

Son, but gave him up for us all – how will he not also, along 

w/ him, graciously give us all things? Who shall separate us 

from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or 

persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword? No, 

in all these things we are more than conquerors through him 

who loved us. For I am convinced that neither death nor life, 

neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the 

future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor 

anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from 

the love of God that’s in Christ Jesus our Lord. Rm. 8:31-39 

 

Talk about power. God has invested His H.S. in us so we can 

have victory on earth as well as into eternity.  

 

Paul reminds us that God’s grace doesn’t just rescue us from 

sin but also empowers us to live victoriously over sin while 

living in a fallen and depraved world. 

 

 C Grace GIVES Us Hope for the Future 

 

God’s grace today gives us hope for His future return – and 

we’re to live each day in light of His return. We’re to strive 

in His grace expecting that at any moment Christ might 

return for His bride. We’re to live w/ a sense of urgency. 



This is quite a statement here. While Paul was in no way 

negating the opportunity to stand before a mass of people to 

proclaim God’s grace, yet he was encouraging Titus (and us) 

that real Gospel ministry requires you get your hands dirty –

that you’re willing to stick your hands into the goop of 

people’s messy lives to influence them to God’s grace. 

 

I think this has been lost on the modern church as we too 

often want to stand behind pulpits, offer programs, go to a 

conference, or throw money at an opportunity – so few 

believers/churches really want to engage people at the point 

of their need to minister Christ. And Paul is telling Titus – 

no matter how challenging the world might be; no matter 

how obstinate/hostile people might seem toward God’s grace 

– no matter how scared you might be in a particular situation 

– the only hope for the world is found at the cross.  

 

It reminds me of the true story I’ve shared w/ you a few yrs 

ago about the F-5 tornado that hit Moore, OK… “If you 

need help…, go to the cross!” 

 

Paul’s commission to Titus was to take people to the cross. 

This is the basic premise of discipleship – if we’re going to 

keep the world out of the church and Christ in people hearts, 

it’ll require a commitment from us to continually escort 

people to the cross where they can discover the reality of 

God’s grace 

 



So there we have it. If we’re to thrive in this world it’ll 

require that we engage in Life2Life relationships w/ those 

going in the same direction as God. And this is the heart of 

the church – and the heart of making disciples.  

 

Who are you walking w/ to help them to experience God’s 

grace to its fullest? And who is walking w/ you? Whose 

influence is inspiring you to walk in stride w/ God? 

 


