
Counterfeit – Christianity        9/11/16 

2 Timothy 4:3-4        Sunday AM 

 

For the time will come when people will not put up w/ sound 

doctrine. Instead, to suit their own desires, they will gather 

around them a great number of teachers to say what their 

itching ears want to hear. They will turn their ears away 

from the truth and turn aside to myths. 2 Timothy 4:3-4  

 

When Paul penned these words, I’m certain he was 

concerned for the souls of people b/c he understood every 

man’s need for God. He realized every man’s need to have 

someone/something sit on the throne of their lives. 

 

Truth – Every heart has a throne and every throne has a 

God… meaning all of us by nature have placed our faith in 

someone/something – even if that something is nothing.  

 

A recent report on world religions/cults found there are some 

4200 different religions/cults to which people have placed 

their faith. Which one is right? All of them? None of them? 

 

Before we can answer these questions we need to understand 

a critical concept of the Law of Non-contradiction. 

 

The Law of Non-contradiction is one of the basic laws of 

classical logic that states something cannot be both true and 

untrue at the same time when dealing w/ the same context. 

https://carm.org/dictionary-logic


Meaning two distinctively different things can never be the 

same w/in the same context b/c they’re uniquely different 

and in contradiction to one another. 

 

For example, a chair in my living room can’t solely be made 

of wood and not solely made of wood at the same time. It 

can’t be raining outside our church right not and not raining 

right now at the same time – this would be a contradiction. 

 

This principle aptly applies to spiritual/religious beliefs. W/ 

over 4200 different religions/cults – the Law of Non-

contradiction tells us that while we can all be wrong – we 

absolutely, unequivocally – cannot all be right.  

 

Meaning – All roads do not lead to God! All roads cannot 

end at the same destination. No matter how many “co-exist” 

bumper stickers we tag to our cars; no matter how many PC 

speeches espousing tolerance and some form of universalism 

are given by pastors, presidents, popes, and kings – they’re 

never going to change the reality that every religion, at 

its core, is uniquely different from the next – and therefore 

in contradiction to one another. 

 

So if Islam is the way to God, then Joseph Smith, and every 

other way, is wrong? If the Pope is God’s true messenger, 

then Buddha’s teachings miss the mark? If Jesus truly is the 

only way, only truth, and only life as He declared in John 14, 

then there are no other avenues to God. 



Over the next few weeks we’re going to lay these different 

belief systems beside Christianity to discover the real 

differences b/w them. My intent isn’t to condemn or speak 

condescendingly of any of these faiths, but rather to help us 

understand their unique differences.  

 

At the same time, we can’t be so naïve as to buy into this 

PC, universal ideology of “co-existence” b/c it’s socially 

expedient and culturally encouraged. We must know why we 

believe what we believe placing our hope in a conviction 

that can be vetted. We can’t just believe b/c we’ve always 

believed. We must take the time to scrutinize each faith to 

know our similarities and differences.   

 

As you may’ve noticed, I’ve entitled this series Counterfeit. 

By definition, something that’s counterfeit is a fraudulent 

imitation of something that’s real. It is a misleading forgery. 

It may look alike or promise a similar result – but it is a lie. 

 

If we believe Jesus to be God’s one solution to the problem 

of sin, then any other religious mechanism apart from God’s 

grace and Jesus’ atoning sacrifice is a forgery. 

 

So how can we distinguish a forgery from the real thing? 

Did you know Federal agents learn to spot counterfeit money 

not by studying counterfeit bills but by studying the genuine 

article until they master the look/feel of the real thing – so 

that when they encounter bogus bills they’ll recognize them? 



Meaning – the way to know if something is real is to know 

the real thing inside/out. The best way for us to know if a 

religious idea is true or false is to KNOW and test the 

core tenets of Christian Faith. 
 

In the world of counterfeit money, the U.S. Secret Service 

offers the touch, tilt, look at, look thru method for 

detecting counterfeit bills. Once you know what a bill feels 

like and you understand the variety of features included in 

and on a bill, you can quickly determine its authenticity.  

 

Example – a bill has a different feel than regular paper b/c a 

bill isn’t printed on paper but a 75% cotton 25% linen fabric.  

 

If you TILT a bill, b/c of the use of color-shifting ink, you 

will observe the color in the number in the lower right hand 

corner will shift from green to black and back. 

 

If you LOOK AT a bill, b/c of the use of micro-printing 

and fine-line printing patterns you’ll find unique nuances 

imbedded on the fabric that coincides w/ the bill’s value.  

 

If you hold a bill up to a light to LOOK THRU, you’ll see a 

holograph of the face next to the actual image and a thin 

vertical strip w/ text spelling out the bill’s denomination.  

 

POINT – the best way to decide if something is counterfeit 

is by handling and becoming familiar w/ the real thing.  



This is where I want to begin today. I want to lay out the 

basic history/beliefs of the Christian faith to serve as the 

baseline of our study so we can identify what’s counterfeit.  

 

I The HISTORY of Christianity 

 

Why is knowing our faith history important? It’s b/c history 

provides the framework/foundation for credibility. It helps 

us to retain perspective and appreciate our spiritual roots – 

b/c a suspicious history leads to a suspect faith. 

 

Peanuts Cartoon – CB talks w/ Sally about church history. 

Thankfully our history goes back further than when this 

church started – and can be validated by credible sources. 

 

The history of Christianity traditionally finds its beginning in 

the life, ministry, death, and resurrection of Jesus, but its true 

beginnings are in lock-step w/ Judaism. From the Jewish 

creation account in Genesis 1 to Malachi – Christianity finds 

its foundation in the Jewish faith – only Christians believe 

Jesus to be the long awaited Jewish Messiah. 

 

Believing the person of Jesus of Nazareth to be God in the 

flesh, born of the Virgin Mary, whose life became a divine 

sacrifice to take away the sin of the world, Jesus is believed 

to have been God’s single gift to atone for the sinfulness of 

mankind by offering His life on a Roman cross for the 

forgiveness of sin. 



Then, shortly after His crucifixion and resurrection from the 

dead, the disciples, inspired by their firsthand encounter of 

the resurrected Christ, banded together and set out under the 

leading of the H.S. to share the news of Jesus w/ the world 

around them beginning in Jerusalem – formally starting the 

Christian faith – also known as the church.  

 

Since that day, the Christian faith has expanded to through 

(8) distinct periods over 2000 yrs to become the largest 

religion in the world spreading to nearly every country in the 

world and touching the lives of billions. 

 

For more info – view Church History Series by T. Nelson 

 

More critical than the history of Christianity are the essential 

beliefs. And while there are some secondary doctrines that 

are negotiable, the following beliefs are the absolute 

teachings that are orthodox to the Christian faith.  

 

II The Essential BELIEFS of Christianity 

 

A About the BIBLE 

  

The Bible is God’s Word to man. It was written by human 

authors divinely inspired under the supernatural guidance of 

the H.S. God is the author; salvation is the focus; and 

truth, w/out any mixture of error, is the matter. The Bible 

is God’s primary means of revelation and truth for mankind. 



All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, 

rebuking, correcting, and training in righteousness, so the 

servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good 

work.  2 Timothy 3:16-17

 

B About GOD 

 

God is the sovereign creator and ruler of the universe. He is 

one God eternally existing in (3) persons – Father, Son, and 

H.S. w/out division of nature, essence, or being. Trinity 

 

C About the FATHER 

 

God the Father is the 1st Person of the Trinity who oversees 

all things according to His own sovereign purpose and grace. 

He is the Creator/Sustainer of all things who upholds, 

directs, and governs the creation.  

 

D About JESUS CHRIST 

 

Jesus is the 2nd person of the Godhead who is coequal w/ the 

Father and H.S. He is the physical representation of Godhead 

who according to the Father’s plan, humbled Himself by 

becoming flesh, inseparably uniting undiminished deity w/ 

true humanity. As fully God and fully man, Jesus lived a 

sinless life to die on the cross to pay in full the penalty for 

sin – and then on the 3rd day, miraculously arose from the 

dead, and then ascended into heaven to be our mediator.  



 You must have the same attitude as Christ Jesus: Who, 

being in very nature God, did not consider equality w/ 

God something to be used to his own advantage; rather, he 

made himself nothing by taking the nature of a servant, and 

being made in human likeness, he humbled himself by 

becoming obedient to death – even death on a cross!  Ph. 2:5 

 

Jesus answered, “I am the only way, only truth and only 

life. No one comes to the Father except through me. Jn 14:6 

 

E About the HOLY SPIRIT 

 

The H.S. is the 3rd Person of the trinity coequal w/ the Father 

and the Son. He is present in the world to make men aware 

of their need for God’s grace by convicting the unbeliever of 

sin and drawing him to salvation. Once in Christ, the H.S. 

indwells the believer to insure forgiveness and then 

guides/empowers the believer to live a life honoring to God. 

  

F About HUMAN BEINGS 

 

Man is the focal point of creation and is the special creation 

of God, created in His image – having body, soul, and spirit. 

The sacredness of this humanity is evident in that after sin 

entered into the human condition, God demonstrated His 

love for man by sending Christ to die on the cross to rescue 

him from the penalty of sin – showing us that every person 

of every race possesses dignity and worth to God. 



God said, “Let us make mankind in our image…, so God 

created mankind in his own image, in the image of God he 

created them; male and female he created them. Gn. 1:26-27 

 

G About SIN 

 

While every person has tremendous potential for good, 

everyone has been marred by a disposition of disobedience 

toward God called “sin”. Sin separates everyone from God 

infecting them w/ an incurable spiritual disease. Sin entered 

into the human condition thru the disobedience of Adam/Eve 

and has been passed to every person so that all have been 

infected and have fallen short of God’s glory. Meaning every 

person is incapable of pleasing God on his own merit. 

 

Just as sin entered the world through one man (Adam), and 

death through sin, and in this way death came to all people, 

b/c all have sinned. Romans 5:12 

 

For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. Rm. 3 

 

G About SALVATION 

 

Salvation is wholly an act of grace gifted by God to all 

people on the basis of the redemption of Christ and His shed 

blood on the cross – it is a free gift of God and cannot be 

obtained on the basis of human merit or works.  



For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and 

this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God – not by 

works, so that no one can boast. Ephesians 2:8-9 

 

While salvation is God’s free gift to man, it must be received 

by faith apart from human effort. Salvation is received only 

by trusting in Jesus as God’s sole offering for the 

forgiveness of sin.  

 

In Christ we have redemption through his blood the 

forgiveness of sin. Ephesians 1:7 

 

Salvation is found in no one else, for there’s no other name 

under heaven given to man by which we must be saved. 

 

There you have it. These are the core truths of the Christian 

faith – the basis the Christian belief. These truths are about 

Jesus being God’s one solution to the problem of sin creates 

quite the stir for every other religion. And should the Law 

of Non-contradiction be applied – we’d have to conclude 

that every way but thru Christ is in error to the truth. Christ 

and Christianity is God’s only way of forgiveness. Such a 

claim may appear to be intolerant/cold – but it’s just the 

opposite. It’s the most loving and gracious truth b/c instead 

of leaving man to fend for himself and perish into eternal 

condemnation, God made a provision to rescue His creation 

back into a relationship w/ Him. 


