
Counterfeit – Catholicism             9/25/16 

2 Timothy 4:3-4        Sunday AM 

 

Read – 2 Timothy 4:3-4  

 

Two weeks ago we began a series entitled – Counterfeit w/ 

the intent of learning about and comparing the tenets of the 

Christian faith w/ those of other major religions/cults to see 

which of them might be true and which might be false.  

 

The intent of this series isn’t to speak condescendingly or to 

condemn another faith, but to clarify our differences and to 

put us on guard against teachings contrary to the truth. And 

w/ some 4200 different beliefs – we have work to do. 

 

Today, we’re going to take a peek at a religious system w/in 

the Christian faith whose teachings have created great 

confusion w/in the Christian faith – Catholicism. 

 

Before I get started you need to know a few things:  

 I was raised Catholic/Episcopal – I’m neither angry nor 

disgruntled – I have both family/friends who are Catholic 

whom I love – 1/6 people are Catholic  

 There are many Catholic believers w/ genuine faith  

 Not all Catholics know/believe/follow RCC doctrine and 

history – nor would they agree w/ it 

 I will not be able to cover all areas of discrepancy. 

 



I The ORIGIN of Catholicism 

 

The NT book of Acts records for us the birth of the Church 

on Pentecost and some of the history of the 1st 30 yrs of 

Christianity. We find that in the wake of great persecution 

the church was established in many cities throughout the 

Roman Empire. These churches followed a similar pattern as 

laid down in Acts 2:42. Believers gathered in secret in house 

churches where they gave attention to the apostles teaching, 

to fellowship, to the breaking of bread, and to prayer. This 

pattern continued until the Edict of Milan in 313 AD.  

 

After the Edict of Milan (signed by Constantine and Licinius 

providing religious toleration in the Empire), Christianity 

soon became the accepted religion in the Empire – b/c of its 

location in the capital and ties to the government, the Church 

in Rome began to use its influence to seek to control the 

church throughout the Empire. As a result, by the end of the 

3rd century, Church leaders in Rome were claiming absolute 

supremacy over all other churches. By the 6th century, the 

church in Rome was so forcefully exercising their perceived 

jurisdiction that the churches outside of Rome resented the 

papacy. This dissension remained until the Great Schism in 

1054 – when the Eastern Orthodox Church broke away from 

the church in Rome. To this day, the EO Church maintains 

that Rome (and the popes) strayed into heresy w/ the 

development of the papacy and claim to absolute supremacy 

over all churches.  

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Acts%202.42


Another major split came in the 16th century in Wittenberg, 

Germany, on Oct. 31, 1517, when a Catholic monk named 

Martin Luther nailed his 95–Theses to the door of the local 

Catholic Church, protesting the heretical teachings/practices 

of the RCC. Luther’s disagreements sparked what is known 

as the Reformation. Luther was grieved by the abuses of the 

RCC on things like the power of the papacy, the sale of 

indulgences, the teaching of Purgatory, and the miss-

teaching of Gospel away from grace alone. 

 

II The BELIEFS of Catholicism 

 

 A Beliefs on which We AGREE 

 

There are several beliefs/idea Evangelical and Catholics 

agree on and have in common w/ each other. 

 

 We agree the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob is the 

sovereign creator and sustainer of the universe 

 There’s one God in (3) Persons (Trinity) 

 O.T./N.T. are the inspired/infallible Word of God 

 Jesus is God incarnate who was born of a virgin, lived a 

sinless life, rose bodily from the grave, ascended 

into Heaven, and is returning in glory to judge mankind 

 Both agree faith is absolutely necessary for salvation and 

that we are commanded by God to do good works 

 All humans have an immortal soul; whoever believes in 

Christ will go to Heaven – unbelievers will go to Hell. 



 B Beliefs on which We DISAGREE 
 

BIBLE – while we agree the Bible is God’s revelation to 

man, the RCC teaches that in addition to the Canon, there are 

(5) other sources of divine authority: 
 

 Deuterocanonical (Apocrypha) written b/w OT/NT  

 Official RCC interpretation of the Bible  

 The official RCC Orthodox Tradition (history) 

 Divine infallibility is given to the Pope when he speaks ex 

cathedra (from the chair) on matters of faith/morals 

 When speaking in conjunction w/ the Pope and orthodox 

Catholic tradition, bishops are infallible 
The Facts on Roman Catholicism, Ankerberg, p. 11-12 

 

Evangelicals believe the Canon alone is authoritative – Sola 

Scriptura – scripture alone is authoritative.  
 

All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, 

for reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness; so 

that the man of God is thoroughly equipped. 2 Tm. 3:16 
 

PURGATORY – In 593 AD, Pope Gregory the 1st, spoke ex 

cathedra to introduce the idea of purgatory and that Masses 

celebrated in behalf of the dead could relieve their pains. 
 

RCC teaches that those in purgatory can’t help themselves, 

but RC’s on earth can help them to obtain heaven by praying 

for them, offering Mass, and doing forms of good works to 

help gain indulgences. Ridenour 



The RCC Catechism says – all who die in God’s grace and 

friendship, but still imperfectly purified, are indeed assured 

of their eternal salvation; but after death they undergo 

purification, so as to achieve the holiness necessary to enter 

the joy of heaven. Catechism of the Catholic Church (Doubleday), 291.  

 

Thus purgatory is to cleanse a person of imperfections, 

venial sins, and faults, and to remit or do away w/ the 

temporal punishment due to mortal sins that have been 

forgiven in the Sacrament of Penance. Pocket Catholic Dictionary 

 

Evangelicals believe when a person dies they immediately 

go to heaven or hell – w/ no 2nd chances.  

 

It is appointed unto man to die once and after death comes 

judgment. Hebrews 9:27 

Evangelicals hold Jesus completed the work of redemption 

at the cross and all who receive His grace are fully cleansed 

of sin into intimacy w/ God. Thus, no purgatory is needed 

for those that trust in Christ. 

 

In Him (Christ alone) we have redemption through His 

blood the forgiveness of sin. Ephesians 1:7 

 

 

 



MARY – the RCC teaches to varying degrees that Mary was 

immaculately conceived (that is – preserved free from all 

stain of original sin – Pope Pius IX, 1854), lived a sinless 

life, remained a virgin after Jesus’ birth, was carried bodily 

up into Heaven and now serves as co-mediator/co-redeemer 

w/ Christ. 

 

Evangelicals believe Mary was a great example for believers 

in her faith/obedience but she was a sinner like us who 

needed God’s grace just as we have to do.  

 

SALVATION – While Jesus is a key to salvation, the RCC 

teaches salvation is a provisional, lifelong process that can’t 

be secured apart from good works thru the sacraments. 

 

The Church affirms that for believers the sacraments of the 

New Covenant are necessary for salvation.  
The Vatican Website 

 

 Baptism (done only once usually at infancy) 

 

BAPTISM – the RCC teaches that baptism releases a person 

from original sin, actual guilt, and all punishment due to sin 

until the person can confirm their salvation. It confers – 

Justification, Spiritual Regeneration, and Sanctification 
The Facts on Roman Catholicism, John Ankerberg 

 

When Ashley was baptized in the RCC – priest claimed she 

was indebted to him for imputing salvation. 



Evangelicals teach baptism is a symbolic expression of 

salvation after a person accepts Christ as Savior to publicly 

testify to what Christ has done in their lives thru His death, 

burial, and resurrection – it is an outward demonstration of 

an inward commitment to declare the transaction of faith. 

 

 Confirmation (once) – H.S. bestowed laying hands 

 Marriage 

 Anointing the Sick/Last Rites 

 Penance – removes the penalty of sins committed after 

baptism/confirmation involving contrition over sin, 

confession to a priest, saying HM’s and OF’s 

 

CONFESSION – RCC believes in venial/mortal sins 

Through confession and penance, one is pardoned. 

 

Venial sins are lesser sins that weaken one’s spiritual 

vitality, making them vulnerable to falling into deeper sin 

but such sins will not keep someone out of heaven. 

 

Mortal sins are deadly sins depleting the soul of God’s 

sanctifying grace. The only way to escape damnation and 

find redemption is in the sacrament of penance. 

 

By confessing to a priest and doing acts of penance – a 

person can be absolved of their sins. In the sacrament of 

penance, the priest and confessor go thru a set ritual of 

verbalized responses/prayers.  



Following this, the confessor is assigned an act of penance 

and instructed to say an act of contrition – a prayer 

indicating sorrow for the sin committed. The priest will then 

extend his right hand toward the confessor to absolve them. 

To absolve is to release from the consequence of guilt. The 

confessor then engages in acts of penance assigned by priest 

– Our Fathers/Hail Mary’s. 
 

Evangelicals believe the Bible makes no distinction b/w 

mortal/venial sins. While some sins are worse than others, all 

sin separates man from God requiring God to make an 

atoning sacrifice to bring about forgiveness. Evangelicals 

believe when we sin, we experience conviction leading us to 

confess to God, not man. 
 

If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive 

us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 1 Jn 1:9 

 

 Holy Eucharist (Mass) – involves the re-presenting and 

re-sacrificing of Jesus to appease God’s wrath on sin. 

Refusing Mass is considered a moral sin. 

 

COMMUNION – the RCC believes during Mass, when the 

priest offers a prayer of consecration, miraculously the 

bread/wine turns into the actual body/blood of Christ. Even 

though the bread/wine still look/feel/taste like bread/wine, 

they allegedly change into flesh/blood of Jesus. In the 

partaking of the elements salvation is re-affirmed. 
The 10 Most Important Things You Can Say to a Catholic, Rhodes, 77 



The term used to describe this is transubstantiation – from 

the Latin term meaning – change of substance. 

 

Evangelicals hold that the Bible doesn’t support the idea of 

transubstantiation. But that we the bread/cup are symbols of 

the body and blood of Christ given for the forgiveness of sin. 

 

 Holy orders (once) – confer special grace/spiritual power 

on bishops, priests, deacons as reps of Christ. 

 

PAPAL AUTHORITY – The RCC alleges St. Peter’s 

Basilica in Vatican City was built over Peter’s tomb. They 

say Peter took residence in Rome in A.D. 42 until his 

martyrdom in A.D. 67. They hold Peter was the 1st Pope and 

that whoever succeeds him is rules as the Vicar of Christ. As 

such, the Pope is infallible when he speaks ex cathedra 

(from the chair) on matters of faith/morals.  Ankerberg, 72 

 

This is like a S.C. Justice ignoring the Constitution and 

legislating from the bench to create new laws w/ no 

accountability or standard for truth – infallible forever. 

 

Do you realize how many of the traditions of the RCC have 

no ties to Jesus, the Bible, or the apostles? Listen to when 

the following RCC doctrines came into being: 

 Purgatory – 593  

 Prayer to Mary and the saints and angels – 600 

 The canonization of the dead saints – 995 



 Praying the Rosary – 1090 

 Transubstantiation and Confession to priest – 1215 

 The Sinlessness of Mary – 1547 at Council of Trent 

 Mary is the co-redeemer w/Christ – 1891 Leo XIII  

 

Evangelicals say all human are fallible and only Christ is 

head of the Church as the One who atoned for sin. 

 
For He rescued us from the domain of darkness and transferred us 

to the kingdom of His beloved Son, in whom we have redemption 

thru His blood, the forgiveness of sins. He is the image of the 

invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. For by Him all things 

were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, 

whether thrones or dominions, rulers or authorities – all things 

have been created by Him and for Him. He is before all things, and 

in Him all things hold together. He is head of the body, the church; 

He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that He Himself 

will come to have first place in all things. Col. 1:13 

 

Most Bible scholars outside of the RCC reject the Catholic 

tradition Peter was the 1st Pope. 

 

In Paul’s letter to the Rome, he greets 33 people/groups by 

name in Rm. 16, but not Peter. That’s a strange omission if 

Peter was living in Rome and was the overseer of the church. 

 

Eusebius –Father of Church History, mentions Peter was 

martyred in Rome, but nothing of him being Pope. 

 



The Sacraments are the means appointed by God for 

attainment of eternal salvation. Three of them (baptism, 

penance, holy orders) are in the ordinary way of salvation so 

necessary that w/out their use salvation cannot be attained. 
Ludwig Ott, Fundamentals of Catholic Dogma. 340 

 

This means RC doctrine holds that salvation is obtained thru 

the process of the sacraments - not by grace alone. 

 

At the Council of Trent (1546) something was stated that 

stands to this day as official teaching of the RCC. 

 

If anyone says the sinner is justified by faith alone, meaning 

that nothing else is required to cooperate to obtain the grace 

of justification, let him be anathema (excommunicated). CT 

 

Protestant Christianity believes salvation is a grace act gifted 

by God to all people based solely on the work of Christ on 

the cross – it is the free gift of God.  

 

For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and 

this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God – not by 

works, so that no one can boast. Ephesians 2:8-9 

 

While salvation is a gift, it must be received by faith apart 

from human effort/church membership. It can only be 

received only by trusting in Jesus as God’s sole means for 

the forgiveness of sin – meaning it is Jesus plus nothing.  
 


