
GLOW – A Living Hope           11/20/16 

1 Peter 1:3-9         Sunday AM 

 

As most of you are aware, after college I lived in Norway 

where I served w/ the IMB at North Sea Baptist Church. 

While in Norway, we’d often go on overnight hikes where 

we’d witness the most magnificent sights. The one sight I 

remember most was the aurora borealis – or northern lights. 

The 1
st
 time I saw them I freaked. I thought we were being 

invaded by aliens. I’d never seen anything like it. The sky 

suddenly lit up as if someone opened a bright green umbrella 

overhead w/ reddish streaks shooting downward to the earth. 

 

Science tells us the northern lights light up when charged 

particles from the sun strike atoms in Earth's atmosphere 

causing electrons in the atoms to move to a higher-energy 

state. When these electrons drop back to a lower energy 

state, they release a photon of light causing the sky to glow.  

 

Last Sunday we began a study in 1st Peter entitled – GLOW. 

When something glows it emits or reflects a steady radiance 

of light. We learn in 1st Peter that as Christ-followers, we’re 

called to GLOW by emitting/reflecting the steady radiance 

of Christ in us to the dark world around us.  

 

Last week we began our study by looking at the gift of 

God’s grace and learned that in salvation we’re chosen by 

the Father, changed by the H.S., and cleansed by the Son.  



We discussed how we glow b/c our salvation comes as a 

result of our faith response to God’s initiative – and that 

those who He foreknew would accept His gift of grace by 

faith would become His elect w/ a call to be holy/blameless.     

 

Today, I want to discuss further the impact of God’s grace 

on our lives to give us a right perspective of our salvation. 

Truth is – perspective is everything when it comes to truth. 

 

Cartoon – a boy was standing at his teacher’s desk. Caption 

– I don’t want to scare you, but my daddy says if I don’t get 

better grades somebody is going to get a spanking!  

 

PERSPECTIVE IS EVERYTHING! 

 

As Abi’s first semester at Samford begins to wrap up, I was 

reminded of a funny email a couple received from their 

daughter at college: “Dear Mom/Dad, “I thought I’d drop a 

note to let you know what’s been happening. We had a fire 

in the dorm and it was destroyed; but don’t worry b/c I 

moved in w/ a nice guy named Jim. He quit high school after 

the 11th grade to get married; but don’t worry b/c he’s 

divorced now. Also, I may be pregnant; but don’t worry b/c 

we’re talking of getting married.” In shock, the parents 

continued reading – “Don’t worry. Everything I’ve written is 

false. There was no fire and there’s no Jim, but I did get a 

“C” in French and I flunked Calculus. I just wanted you to 

put everything in its proper perspective.” 



I wonder if we have a good perspective of salvation. Too 

often I hear of people who profess to be Christians whose 

lives testify that Christ is not enough. I see Christians living 

in defeat instead of in victory – whiners instead of winners. 

 

In 1 
Peter 1:3-9, Peter offers us an amazing perspective of 

our living hope for today and eternity. He helps us to see the 

power of God in our lives. 

    

Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!  

In His great mercy He has given us new birth into a living 

hope through the resurrection of Christ from the dead, and 

into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil, or fade – 

kept in heaven for you, who through faith are shielded by 

God’s power until the coming of the salvation, that is ready 

to be revealed in the last time. In this you greatly rejoice, 

though now for a little while you may have had to suffer 

grief in all kinds of trials. These have come that your faith – 

of greater worth than gold, which perishes even though 

refined by fire – may be proven genuine and may result in 

praise, glory and honor, when Jesus Christ is revealed.  

Though you have not seen Him, you love Him; and even 

though you do not see Him, you believe in Him and are filled 

with an inexpressible and glorious joy, for you are receiving 

the goal of your faith, the salvation of your souls. 

 

Here in this text Peter offers us a wonderful perspective of 

what it means to be saved possessing a living hope. 



I A Living Hope REBORN 

 

In His great mercy He has given us new birth into a living 

hope through the resurrection of Christ from the dead… 

 

If by faith you’ve responded to God’s grace and received 

Christ as Savior – do you know what that means? It means 

you’ve been born again – that you have new birth. 

 

new birth (anagennao) to breathe life into – speaking of 

spiritual birth. It means to be born again. A soul that’s dead 

is literally brought to life. You’re now alive in God. 

 

Peter is speaking of a barren, shriveled up, dead soul that has 

no life until God breathes His life of grace into it.  

 

We don’t think of ourselves as dead, but we are (or were). 

This is the condition of every person at birth – physically 

alive but spiritually dead b/c of sin – dead men walking. 

 
As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, in 

which you used to live when you followed the ways of this 

world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is 

now at work in those who are disobedient. All of us lived among 

them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our flesh and following 

its desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature deserving 

of wrath. But b/c of his great love for us, God, who is rich in 

mercy, made us alive w/ Christ even when we were dead in 

transgressions – it is by grace you have been saved. Eph. 2:1-5 



Note the contradiction – dead…in the life you once lived. 

 

dead (nekros) a body absent of life – refers to a carcass 

w/out life – teaching us that we’re born – alive dead.  

 

Peter says – when we were dead and separated from God, 

completely deserving of the wages of sin – then God in His 

mercy took pity on us and did something about our 

condition. When we were utterly helpless, God stepped in to 

rescue/redeem us. 

 

But when the kindness and love of God our Savior 

appeared, he saved us, not b/c of righteous things we had 

done, but b/c of His mercy. Titus 3:5 

 

B/c God died on the cross for our sin, our souls can be 

reborn spiritually from above into a relationship w/ God.   

 

This is what has occurred b/c of our faith response to the 

cross – we were miraculously moved from death to life.  

 

II A Living Hope RESERVED 

 

…and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil, or 

fade – kept (reserved) in heaven for you, who through faith 

are shielded by God’s power until the coming of the 

salvation, that is ready to be revealed in the last time. 

 



inheritance (kleronomia) refers to wealth passed down thru 

a family legacy.  In salvation we’ve been adopted into God’s 

family and have received a spiritual inheritance that includes 

eternal life and abundant life. 

 

B/c of God’s mercy, thru the death/resurrection of Christ, 

God has set us free from the law of sin/death and transferred 

us into a living eternal relationship w/ Him. In so doing, we 

have been adopted into His family where we receive all the 

rights/privileges of an heir of God. 

 

And note the description – it will not perish, spoil, or fade. 

 

perish (aphtharton) not subject to destruction or death.   

spoil (amianton) it can’t be defiled, polluted, and stained. 

fade (amaranton) used of a flower that won’t not wither/die. 

 

The idea is as believers we have an inheritance in salvation 

that can’t lose its magnificence. There’s not one element in 

this decaying world that can affect our salvation. 

 

None of the ravages of time nor the evils of sin can touch the 

believer’s inheritance b/c it’s in a timeless, sinless realm… 

b/c our heavenly Father holds our salvation in His hands. 

 

I give unto you eternal life, and you will never perish, and 

neither will any man pluck you out of my hand.  Jn. 10:28 

 



He’s speaking about the security of our salvation. Not only is 

our inheritance imperishable, undefiled, and fade resistant – 

it’s been stored away in a safe place, protected by God. 

 

kept (tetero) reserved – being guarded/watched over. 

 

Do you have a safe-deposit box at a bank? Why? B/c you 

have something important you wish to keep safe off-site.  

 

Peter is saying Heaven is our safe-deposit box where God is 

guarding our salvation under constant surveillance. 

 

COOL – the word for kept is in the perfect tense speaking 

to the permanence of this keeping. It indicates that our 

inheritance became ours at the moment we believed in Christ 

as Savior – and is now being protected by God’s power.   

 

The phrase could be translated – has been laid up and is 

now being kept guarded in safe-deposit – so no burglars or 

bandits can break in and still and neither will it ever be given 

to someone by mistake – as God has insured it Himself. 

 

So as a result of our faith response to God’s generous act of 

mercy/grace – we’ve been moved from dead to alive and 

from peril to security. But a 3rd thing occurs until Christ’s 

return – our faith will be challenged and refined.  

  

 

http://www.preceptaustin.org/greek_quick_reference_guide#perfect


III A Living Hope REFINED 

 

In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while, if 

necessary, you may have to suffer grief in all kinds of trials. 

These have come so your faith – of greater worth than gold, 

which perishes even though refined by fire – may be proven 

genuine and may result in praise, glory and honor, when 

Jesus Christ is revealed. 

 

While our salvation is an eternal blessing, until Jesus returns, 

we will experience earthly challenges. We’ll have the joy of 

living out our faith in a fallen, sinful world.  

 

God intends for these trials to (1) authenticate our faith and 

(2) strengthen our character. He uses them to refine us and 

to extract any impurities in our lives to enable us to reflect 

(glow) the majesty of His grace. 

 

Sadly though, many believers run from these growth events 

thinking Christian and suffering don’t go together. They see 

these as contradictory ideas like jumbo shrimp, boneless rib, 

or pretty ugly – as if Christian suffering just doesn’t make 

sense. Yet in reality, so long as we live as aliens in this fallen 

world, we’re certain to experience trials and difficulties.   

 

So trials/suffering shouldn’t be viewed as an enemy, but as a 

refining process to help us become more like Jesus.  

  



Temporary – for a little while – trials aren’t forever but for 

a season – they’ll pass once they’ve complete their intent.   

 

Necessary – if necessary – God allows trials to accomplish 

His purpose for our sake and for the sake of His kingdom. 

 

Numerous (poikilos) all kinds of trials “variegated colors.”   

 

Trials are like a stained glass window comprised of many 

different colored pieces of glass. An isolated trial is but one 

piece of glass – it may be confusing. But when you take all 

the trials together, you’ll be able to see that God has been 

working to create something beautiful/valuable in you. 

 

God allows trials to PROVE and PURIFY of our faith 

 

Faith that fizzles in the fire was faulty from the first. G. Dyer 

 

prove (dokimion) refers to the assaying process to discover 

a metal’s purity, density, and strength by smelting away the 

impurities and authenticating a metals true content.   

 

When a silversmith looks into a crucible, he watches as the 

purified silver floats to the top. The way he knows the silver 

is purified is when he can see a perfect reflection of his face 

in the molten silver. As the refiner, God is looking at our 

lives, and when He sees the reflection of Jesus in us – then 

the refining process is complete. 



God allows trials to POSITION us closer to Christ 

 

Though you have not seen Him, you love Him; and even 

though you do not see Him, you believe in Him. 

 

Trials are difficult. And the only way to endure them is to 

look to Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith. 

 

Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of 

witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin 

that so easily entangles, and let us run with perseverance the 

race marked out for us. Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the 

author and perfector of our faith, who for the joy set before 

Him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at 

the right hand of the throne of God.  Consider Him who 

endured such opposition from sinful man, so that you will 

not grow weary and lose heart.  Hb. 12:1-3 

 

In 2 Chronicles 20, King Jehoshaphat was surrounded by a 

huge army. The Bible says he was scared, yet he prayed a 

powerful prayer to God:  God, we have no power to face this 

vast army that’s attacking us. We don’t know what to do, but 

our eyes are on You. After praying, Jehoshaphat devised an 

unusual battle plan. He put the choir on the front-lines and 

marched into battle singing songs of praise to God. The 

Bible says the Lord set ambushes against the enemies and 

they started fighting among themselves killing each other.  

 



What a lesson! When faced an overwhelming trial, don’t 

focus on the enemy, but on God. Approach the situation w/ 

praise on your lips w/ an expectation of victory.   

 

God allows trials to PRODUCE an inexpressible joy in us 

 

…are filled w/ an inexpressible and glorious joy for you are 

receiving the goal of your faith, the salvation of your souls. 

 

God uses trials/suffering to bring forth joy. He gives hope in 

the midst of holocaust and peace in the midst of persecution. 

He fills us w/ an inexpressible and overwhelming sense of 

who He is and what He is doing in our lives – to conform us 

to His image so we might glow like Jesus.    

 

When you suffer a trial, understand it’s only a test. God is at 

work to prove your faith, draw you closer to Christ, and 

ignite a glow of joy in you. 

 

Once when Martin Luther was going through a period of 

depression, his wife, Katie, came into his study wearing all 

black, w/ her face covered w/ a black veil. Luther asked her, 

“Who died?” She said, “God died.” Luther responded, “Silly 

woman, God hasn’t died.” She said, “Oh, I thought by the 

way you were acting that God had died.”  

 

If Jesus is alive in us – then we should GLOW! 

 


