
If You Can Keep It         11/6/16 

Veteran’s Day Service       Sunday AM 

 

I pledge allegiance to the flag of the United States of 

America, and to the Republic for which it stands, one Nation 

under God, indivisible, w/ liberty and justice for all. 

 

At the close of the Constitutional Convention of 1787, as 

 left Independence HallBen Franklin , a woman inquired of 

In the notes of James McHenry, one of Maryland’s him.  Dr. 

Convention delegates,   asked “Well Doctor    a Ms. Powel , ,

what have w ” Franklin e got – a republic or a monarchy?

, “A republic… if you can keep it.” replied

 

The Constitution of the U.S. is the most profound/unique 

political documents in history. It created a new form of 

government never experienced before in history – a limited 

representative republic – a government for the people by the 

people – an elected, representative, self-governing society. 

 

A republic is different from a democracy. In a democracy, 

the majority can directly decree a rule of law that panders to 

self-interest/self-entitlement at the expense of others; while 

in a republic, elected representatives are charged to establish 

and enforce laws for the greater good based on the ideals of 

virtue, faith, and freedom.  

 



Basically, in a pure democracy, the majority seek to gain an 

advantage by seizing unlimited power to do as they please 

w/out regard for others – driven be a sense of greed and self-

indulgence; whereas in a republic, an agreed upon written 

rule of law limits the ability of the majority by providing 

safeguards for every citizen so all might have an opportunity 

to experience life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. 

 

In a Republic, the sovereignty resides in the people. And the 

people have no obligation to the government; rather, the 

government, being hired by election of the people, is obliged 

to the owner – the people – charged to create an atmosphere 

for all to thrive or fail as they individually endeavor. 

 

The Founding Father’s intent was to create a representative 

republic. In fact, the word democracy isn’t mentioned in our 

Constitution. Why? B/c most of the Founders distrusted a 

pure democracy. Some had been frightened by Shays Revolt 

and equated democracy w/ mob rule. Others were convinced 

by James Madison that different factions would unite until 

they formed a majority, and then enabled to take advantage 

of the minority who weren’t members of the coalition. 

 

Democracies have, in general, been as short in their lives as 

they’ve been violent in their deaths. James Madison 

 

There never was a democracy yet that didn’t commit suicide. 

John Adams 



The greatest fear of our Founding Fathers was that our 

republic would slip into a democracy – and the will of the 

individual would supersede the rights of the whole.  

 

Democracies fail b/c of a lust of power and a thirst for greed. 

Democracies fail when those imbued w/ the authority to 

serve the greater good seek only to satisfy themselves. 

 

The idea of the Founding Fathers was that all elected 

officials must be men/women of virtue and faith or else there 

will be no hope for freedom. And should the day arrive when 

a man or women would sit in the seat of influence as an 

elected official to represent our nation and our interest who 

lacked faith and virtue – then our nation would begin to 

implode and our freedoms both individually and as a whole 

would begin to erode and ultimately would be eradicated. 

 

It’s hard not to think the fears of our Founding Fathers just 

might’ve been realized. If not, then all signs suggest we’re 

headed in such a direction. Last July I shared w/ you my 

concern. I think both political parties are headed in a 

direction opposite of the wisdom of the Framers and the 

heart of God – the difference is one party appears to be 

pushing the accelerator while the other one seems to tap the 

breaks every once in a while. What can we as the people do? 

 

In reviewing the writings of our Founders – Os Gusiness 

noted what he calls the Golden Triangle of Freedom. 



Freedom requires VIRTUE – Virtue requires FAITH 

Faith requires FREEDOM 

 

These (3) go round and round brilliantly supporting one 

another – and dependent on each other. Remove any one of 

them and the entire structure will cease to exit. 

  

I Freedom Requires VIRTUE 

 

virtue is possessing a high moral standard – living by a code 

of ethics holding truth, honesty, and rightness in high regard. 

 

Only a virtuous people are capable of freedom. As nations 

become more corrupt and vicious, they have more need of 

masters. Ben Franklin 

 
Our Constitution was made only for a moral/religious people. It 

is wholly inadequate to the government of any other. J. Adams 

 
Whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever 

is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable – if anything 

is excellent or praiseworthy – think about such things. Ph. 4:8 

 

Our Framers believed that w/out virtue – a self-governing 

people will fall prey to self-satisfaction, self-indulgence, and 

greed – and as a result… our Republic would fail. 

 

Pray w/ another for soul of our nation. 



II Virtue Requires FAITH 

 

While some of our Founding Fathers had differing beliefs 

about God – the majority believed in a supreme, sovereign 

Being to which every man was subject. Central to the 

guiding documents of our nation was a belief that we had to 

be one nation, under God – that faith in God was critical 

and would shape our sense of virtue.  

 

In the 1830’s, Alexis de Tocqueville, the famous French 

statesman, traveled to America to discover the reasons for 

our nation’s success. He published his observations in – 

Democracy in America – where he shared how he was 

impressed by the influence of faith on U.S. governance: 

 

Upon my arrival in the U.S., the religious aspect of the 

country was the first thing that struck my attention; and the 

longer I stayed, the more I perceived the great political 

consequences resulting from this new state of things. In 

France I had almost always seen the spirit of religion and 

the spirit of freedom marching in opposite directions. But in 

America I found they were intimately united and they 

reigned in common over the same country…I do not know 

whether all Americans have a sincere faith in their religion – 

for who can search the human heart? But I am certain they 

hold it to be indispensable to the maintenance of republican 

institutions…In the U.S., the sovereign authority is 

religious...there is no country in the world where the 



Christian religion retains a greater influence over the souls 

of men than in America – and there can be no greater proof 

of its utility and of its conformity to human nature than that 

its influence is powerfully felt over the most enlightened and 

free nation of the earth. 

 

Pray for the state/courage of the church. 

 

III Faith Requires FREEDOM 

 

Essential to our Republic is the Freedom of Religion. In 

recent yrs (even in recent days) there’s been a continued 

assault on the core beliefs of the Christian faith in our nation. 

 

I sought for the greatness of the USA in her commodious 

harbors, her ample rivers, her fertile fields, and boundless 

forests – and it was not there. I sought for it in her rich 

mines, her vast world commerce, her public school system, 

and in her institutions of higher learning – and it was not 

there. I looked for it in her democratic Congress and her 

matchless Constitution – and it wasn’t there. Not until I went 

into the churches of America and heard her pulpits flame w/ 

righteousness did I understand the secret of her genius and 

power. America is great b/c America is good, and if America 

ever ceases to be good, America will cease to be great! 

 

Pray for the election and the healing of our nation. 



I have a final encouragement as we leave today. No matter 

the results this Tuesday – the hope of our nation is not found 

in a man or woman – it’s not found in our senate or congress 

– our hope lies in a sovereign God and in our obedience and 

faithfulness to Him. And as citizens of this great nation and 

children of the Almighty – we must live as responsible, 

prayerful, dutiful citizens w/ our full allegiance to the Savior. 

 

Let everyone be subject to the governing authorities, for 

there is no authority except which God has established. The 

authorities that exist have been established by God. Thus, 

whoever rebels against the authority is rebelling against 

what God has instituted, and those who do so will bring 

judgment on themselves. For rulers hold no terror for those 

who do right, but for those who do wrong. Do you want to be 

free from fear of the one in authority? Then do what is right 

and you will be commended. For the one in authority is 

God’s servant for your good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, 

for rulers do not bear the sword for no reason. They are 

God’s servants, agents of wrath to bring punishment on the 

wrongdoer. Therefore, it is necessary to submit to the 

authorities, not only b/c of possible punishment but also as a 

matter of conscience. Romans 13:1-5 

 


