
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thanksgiving 
First Baptist Church Peachtree City 

November 27, 2016 
Matthew 26:6-13 

INTRODUCTION 
     As we conclude this week dedicated to gratefulness, I want to invite us to respond to in 
thanksgiving to our remembrance of God’s gift to us in Christ Jesus who died on the cross 
for our sins. If we look at how the disciples responded in the hours just after the institution of 
the Lord’s Supper, we see four disciple responses: (1) defiance toward / arguing with Jesus, 
(2) passiveness toward prayer, (3) Judas’ betrayal, and (4) Peter’s denial of Jesus. We 
could probably agree that none of these responses would be considered as ‘grateful’.  
     But before we become too critical of these guys, we should remember that as they 
participated in the supper, they really did not comprehend what was about to happen. They 
were yet to witness the awful death and glorious resurrection of their Savior. But how about 
us? How will we respond today to remembering the sacrifice God’s Son has made for us? 
     I would invite you to turn in your copy of the Scriptures to Matthew 26:6-13. I want to 
encourage and challenge us today by the example of one Christ-follower who seemed to 
‘get it’ before anyone else…and expressed appropriate, heart-felt gratefulness to her Savior 
who gave everything…even His very life…for her. (Ref.	  John	  12	  /	  Mark	  14) 
 

Let’s read God’s Word together.   
 

TEXT 
6 Now when Jesus was in Bethany, at the home of Simon the leper, 7 a woman came to 
Him with an alabaster vial of very costly perfume, and she poured it on His head as He 
reclined at the table. 8 But the disciples were indignant when they saw this, and said, “Why 
this waste? 9 “For this perfume might have been sold for a high price and the money given 
to the poor.” 10 But Jesus, aware of this, said to them, “Why do you bother the woman? For 
she has done a good deed to Me. 11 “For you always have the poor with you; but you do 
not always have Me. 12 “For when she poured this perfume on My body, she did it to 
prepare Me for burial. 13 “Truly I say to you, wherever this gospel is preached in the whole 
world, what this woman has done will also be spoken of in memory of her.”  
 
 

The gift brought by Mary was in honor of the gift Christ was about to give. 
 
 
 

UNDERSTANDING 
A. This gift was her best. (v. 6-9) 
     1. Her gift was very costly…about a year’s wages. [300	  denarii	  /	  $24,000	  today] 
     2. It could have done a lot of ‘physical’ good.  
 
 

Our best gift will always cost us something precious. 
 

B. This gift was appropriate. (v. 10-12) 
     1. Given w/ right attitude, care for physical need is worship and gratefulness. (Matt.	  25) 
     2. Worship of Christ and honoring His sacrifice is always a gift of gratefulness. (myrrh) 
 

Our best gift will always express gratitude for God’s gift to us and will honor Christ. 
 
 
 
 
 



C. This gift was enduring. (v. 13) 
     1. Her thanks – gift was personal and enduring to her and for her. 
     2. Although totally poured out, the impact would endure. 
 

Our best gift will always originate in personal gratefulness…but will endure in impact. 
 

What	  thanks-‐gift	  would	  you	  bring	  today	  in	  honor	  of	  the	  gift	  Christ	  gave	  for	  you?	  
 
 

APPLICATION / INVITATION 
If you are not yet a follower of Christ… 
(1) What would your best gift look like today?  

* If you are not yet a follower of Christ…that best gift would be to give Him your life. 
 

(2) How could your gift be given appropriately? 
* Repentant faith…ask God to forgive your sin and turn to Christ with all your trust.  

     

(3) How would this thanks-gift be enduring? 
* It would not be because of your effort, but because of God’s grace giving eternal life. 

 

If you are a follower of Christ… 
(1) What would your best gift look like today?  

* It may full surrender of your life plans…or giving in a way that cost you something. 
 

(2) How could your gift be given appropriately? 
* An attitude of thanksgiving for Christ’s sacrifice that does not end when you leave.  

     

(3) How would this thanks-gift be enduring? 
* Allowing your thanks-gift to translate into a Gospel witness that God can use to  
  change the lives of others for His glory and for eternity. 

   

I’m going to ask that no one leave or move around…as we bow our heads to pray. 
 

RESPONSE 
     If you are not yet a follower of Christ, but you sense that God is calling you today to 
confess your sin, turn from following your own path, and trusting Christ as your personal 
Lord and Savior today…the best you know how, I’m about to ask you to do two things: 
Stand to your feet to acknowledge you are trusting Christ (so I can pray for you), then, 
after you sit, I would ask you to write your name and contact information on the response 
card with “I gave my life to Christ today.” and place it in the offering plate…or come and 
shake my hand and tell me of your decision. We will contact you this week to encourage you 
on your new journey following Christ. 
 

Would you…right now…stand where you are…and by that say, “Today, in 
gratefulness to Christ for His immeasurable sacrifice, I gladly receive His wonderful 
gift of salvation and place my faith in Him.”  (I’m going to pray for you right now…) 

 

     If you are a follower of Christ and you sense God has spoken to you today, would you 
respond as He has told you? That may mean surrendering your life to vocational ministry or 
missions? Or serving through this church? Or possibly you need to reconsider what you 
were planning to put in the offering plate today. Whatever the case, would you give your 
best, appropriate, and enduring thanks-gift to our Lord today? 
 

     Pastor Rob is coming to lead us in a song of remembrance and celebration as we close. 
Our ushers are coming forward to receive our tithes and offerings. I pray you will respond to 
God’s extravagant grace and salvation with thanksgiving. Let’s pray. 

TEXT 
 
NASB 
6 Now when Jesus was in Bethany, at the home of Simon the leper, 
7 a woman came to Him with an alabaster vial of very costly perfume, and she poured it on 
His head as He reclined at the table. 
8 But the disciples were indignant when they saw this, and said, “Why this waste? 
9 “For this perfume might have been sold for a high price and the money given to the poor.” 
10 But Jesus, aware of this, said to them, “Why do you bother the woman? For she has 
done a good deed to Me. 
11 “For you always have the poor with you; but you do not always have Me. 
12 “For when she poured this perfume on My body, she did it to prepare Me for burial. 
13 “Truly I say to you, wherever this gospel is preached in the whole world, what this woman 
has done will also be spoken of in memory of her.” 
 

 
NIV 
6 While Jesus was in Bethany in the home of a man known as Simon the Leper, 7 a 
woman came to him with an alabaster jar of very expensive perfume, which she 
poured on his head as he was reclining at the table.  

8 When the disciples saw this, they were indignant. “Why this waste?” they 
asked. 9 “This perfume could have been sold at a high price and the money given to 
the poor.”  

10 Aware of this, Jesus said to them, “Why are you bothering this woman? She 
has done a beautiful thing to me. 11 The poor you will always have with you, but 
you will not always have me. 12 When she poured this perfume on my body, she did 
it to prepare me for burial. 13 I tell you the truth, wherever this gospel is preached 
throughout the world, what she has done will also be told, in memory of her.” 
 

ESV 
6	  Now when Jesus was at Bethany in the house of Simon the leper, 7	  a woman came 
up to him with an alabaster flask of very expensive ointment, and she poured it on 
his head as he reclined at table. 8	  And when the disciples saw it, they were 
indignant, saying, “Why this waste? 9	  For this could have been sold for a large sum 
and given to the poor.” 10	  But Jesus, aware of this, said to them, “Why do you 
trouble the woman? For she has done a beautiful thing to me. 11	  For you always 
have the poor with you, but you will not always have me. 12	  In pouring this 
ointment on my body, she has done it to prepare me for burial. 13	  Truly, I say to 
you, wherever this gospel is proclaimed in the whole world, what she has done will 
also be told in memory of her.” 

 
 
 
 


