
GLOW – The Initiative of God          11/13/16 

1 Peter 1:1-3         Sunday AM 

 

I learned something kind of neat this weekend on a camping 

trip w/ my son. If you shine a flashlight in the direction of a 

spider – the spider’s eyes glow green. Seriously, Ann Marie 

Brezina sent the kids into the dark w/ flashlights held just 

above their eyes – and sure enough… you can spot a spider 

as the spider’s eyes glow green – spiders were everywhere. 

 

When something glows it emits or reflects a steady radiance 

of light. It illuminates. It shines. It sparkles. 

 

As Christ followers, we’re called to GLOW. We’re called to 

emit/reflect the steady radiance of Christ in us. We’re called 

to emanate the Light of Christ in the dark world around us.  

 

This AM we’re going to begin a study in 1 Peter looking at 

the call we have to shine brightly in a dark world. And on 

the heels of this election, as Christians, we have been given a 

remarkable opportunity to GLOW – and not gloat. 

 
Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, to God’s elect, strangers in 

the world, scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, 

Asia, and Bithynia, who have been chosen according the 

foreknowledge of God the Father, through the sanctifying work 

of the Spirit, for obedience to Jesus Christ and sprinkling by 

His blood. Grace and peace be yours in abundance.  (NIV) 



Note the word choice – elect, strangers, scattered, chosen.  

 

These words are depictive of our identity and responsibility 

as believers. They speak to our spiritual condition and our 

earthly reality. These words speak to WHO we are – 

WHERE we are – and WHAT we’re called to be. 

 

To appreciate this calling requires a little background info. 

 

AUTHOR – As you might expect by the title, 1 Peter was 

penned by the Apostle Peter. Now most of us are aware of 

the apostle Peter. He was a brash fisherman who was one of 

the first to drop his nets and follow in the footsteps of Jesus. 

Known for being a bull in a china shop, Peter often jumped 

ahead of Jesus saying/doing things in God’s name that God 

didn’t need him to do. Yet despite his propensity to get in 

Jesus’ way and stick his foot in his mouth, Peter had an 

earnest desire to honor God w/ his life. And once he 

experienced the God’s forgiveness after the cross – and was 

introduced to the H.S. at Pentecost, he became a mighty man 

of God all the way up to his martyrdom where he was 

crucified upside-down b/c he believed he wasn’t worthy to 

die in the same manner of his Savior. 

 

ATMOSPHERE – When Peter penned these words, times 

were tough for Christians. Written around 64 A.D., this letter 

was written to encourage believers during the rule of Nero. 



During Nero’s reign, Rome burned in A.D. 64. Seeking to 

defer the blame, Nero sought a convenient scapegoat in the 

infant church blaming Christians for starting the blaze. Even 

before the fires were extinguished, the fires of persecution 

against Christianity began to spread – and those closest to 

Rome were severely persecuted including Paul/Peter. Later, 

in A.D. 67, a war broke out b/w Rome and the Jews leading 

to the demise of the Jewish state. So w/ the church in crisis 

and facing grave persecution, Peter picked up his pen to 

calm the body and to assure them of God’s call/plan.   

 

AUDIENCE – Peter was writing to all believers calling 

them the elect. He says they’re strangers (parepidemois) 

scattered (diaspora) throughout the provinces of the Roman 

Empire in and around the region of Asia Minor. He says due 

to their salvation they’re strangers in a strange land.  

 

This AM, I think if we’re to GLOW – it requires we have 

some understanding of who we are b/c of the grace of God 

we experience in salvation that makes us part of the elect. 

 

To say the elect/choice of God is one of the great mysteries 

of the Bible is an understatement. For generations, scholars 

have argued whether a man chooses God or if God chooses 

man. The answer – YES! W/out reservation/hesitation, the 

Bible explains God is sovereign and has provided salvation 

to those He calls to Himself and yet, it teaches every man 

has a choice to receive by faith this gift of grace.  



I’m not here to debate an idea that’s confounded theologians 

for centuries, but I will acknowledge we each have a 

responsibility of how we will respond to God’s grace. 

Nonetheless, I will do my best to explain this truth as I 

understand it in concert w/ the council of God’s Word.  

 

Here’s what I know w/ certainty – as sinners, we’re all 

separated from God b/c of sin – we stand condemned. Yet 

God, who’s rich in mercy, offered Himself in Jesus to die in 

our place to pay in full our indebtedness – making us elect.  

 

elect (eklektos) chosen or selected 

 

By the sound of it – the impression is God picked some for 

heaven/relationship and he chose some for hell/separation. 

As God, that’s w/in His prerogative. Yet such a statement 

neither seems consistent w/ God’s nature or His Word.  

 

This election does not imply the rejection of the rest (those 

not chosen out), but is the outcome of the love of God 

lavished upon those chosen-out. Wuest – Greek Scholar 

 

In other words, God didn’t pick and choose as much as He 

provided the means and foreknew who’d receive His grace. 

 

Let’s take a few min. to delve into the Bible and see what the 

Peter expresses concerning the idea of election and our 

charge to GLOW as strangers in this world. 



…to God’s elect, strangers in the world, scattered 

throughout…, who have been chosen according the 

foreknowledge of God the Father, through the sanctifying 

work of the Spirit, for obedience to Jesus Christ and 

sprinkling by His blood. 

 

I CHOSEN by the Father 
 

What we learn here and Ephesians 1 is all of this begins w/ 

God – the Father THOUGHT it. Salvation is God’s idea 

requiring His initiative.  

 

Why? B/c man is a sinner separated from God and incapable 

of obtaining forgiveness on his own merit or ingenuity. He’s 

totally depraved – indifferent to the things of God. He’s 

helpless, hopeless and in need of an intervention. 

 

There is none righteous, no not even one.  There is none who 

seek after God...For all have sinned and fall short of the 

glory of God.  Rm. 3:10-11, 23 

 

B/c of man’s condition, God the Father took the initiative to 

pursue His lost creation. In His great love, God provided a 

single means for redemption – Jesus! In His mercy, God 

provided the help the lost creation needed to be rescued. 

 

God demonstrated His love for us in this way: While we 

were still sinners, Christ died for us.  Rm. 5:8 



But notice. These people are “chosen” according to the 

foreknowledge of God. What does that mean? 

 

A God Chose Those Who’d CHOOSE Him 

 

Throughout church history, the topic of predestination and 

election has been debated w/out a solution. Yet here in this 

text, Peter declares that our election is based on the 

foreknowledge of God. 

 

Meaning – God knows in advance who’ll receive/reject Him.  

By His own sovereignty, God chooses to never violate man’s 

innate volition, yet He woos and convicts each person 

drawing them to his provision of grace.  

 

Here’s the tricky part. Man does NOT choose God first, but 

God chooses him. This might sound like a contradiction, but 

it is not. Since the foundation of the earth, God knew who’d 

receive/reject Him; so He determined to choose those people 

who’d choose His grace when offered. He chose them thru 

His provision (Jesus is the only way) and through man’s 

response (faith). God takes the initiative to redeem, 

establishes the standard of redemption of Jesus, and provides 

the satisfactory payment for redemption.  

 

For He chose us in Him (Jesus) before the creation of the 

world to be holy and blameless.  In love He predestined us to 

be adopted as His sons through Jesus Christ.  Eph. 1:4-5 



Notice He chose us thru Jesus to be holy/blameless.  We 

can’t attain, obtain, or retain it thru our own abilities – it is 

only thru God’s provision that salvation can be experienced.  

It is through His great love that all whom He chose in 

advance, according to His foreknowledge, would be adopted 

into a new relationship under God’s care. 

 

B God didn’t Choose Anyone to Be Eternally LOST 

 

What about free will and personal responsibility?  Simple – 

God doesn’t violate man’s volition, but holds each man 

responsible for his own sin.  

 

God loved the world this way: He gave his only Son so that 

everyone who believes in him will not die but will have 

eternal life. God sent his Son into the world, not to condemn 

the world, but to save the world. Those who believe in him 

won't be condemned. But those who don't believe are 

already condemned because they don't believe in God's 

only Son.   Jn 3:16-18 

 

God condemns no one. Rather, people condemn themselves 

based on their unbelief and refusal to surrender to God’s 

provision for salvation. God knew in advance who’d receive 

Him, so He chose them to be His elect.  In the same manner, 

He also knew in advance who would reject Him, thus he did 

not choose them although He did provide a sufficient means 

for them to be confronted, convicted and saved.   



You might say that seems unfair. Quite the contrary! God 

has made every provision for anyone to be rescued from the 

sin and brought into the kingdom of His Son.   

 

He is patient w/ you, not wanting anyone to perish, but 

everyone to come to repentance.  2 Pt. 3:9 

 

God desires that everyone be saved. He offers forgiveness to 

everyone, but not everyone will accept His offer of grace.  

He thought up ONE way to bring about the salvation of all 

men, but refused to pick/choose or violate man’s will to 

make it happen. Rather, He provided a means at the cross, 

beckons every man to His standard, but refuses to force His 

will upon any one person. Yet in His foreknowledge, He 

looked across history and set aside only those who He chose 

b/c He knew His offer of grace would be irresistible to them.  

Thus in his foreknowledge, He knew who’d choose to 

receive Him becoming His elect. In return, He called them to 

a life of conformity to His Son. 

 

II CHANGED by the Holy Spirit 

 

Salvation and election also require the sanctifying work of 

the H.S. The Spirit moves on the human heart to convict, to 

regenerate, to sanctify, and ultimately to glorify. The 

sanctifying work of the Spirit is the process by which God’s 

Spirit separates a believer from sin unto God.   

 



A The Spirit CONVICTS and CONVINCES 

 

The first work of the H.S. is to reveal to man he’s a sinner in 

need of God’s grace and assistance.   

 

I tell you the truth: It is for your good I am going away.  

Unless I go away, the Counselor will not come to you. When 

He comes, he will convict the world of guilt in regard to sin 

and righteousness and judgment: in regard to sin, b/c men 

do not believe in me, in regard to righteousness, b/c I am 

going to the Father, where you can see me no longer, and in 

regard to judgment, b/c the prince of this world now stands 

condemned.  Jn. 16:7-11 

 

While the Father thought it, it’s the H.S. who makes it 

happen. The Spirit speaks thru God’s Word to tell us about 

the Son of God. The Spirit moves to plant the seed of truth to 

bring about conviction to nurture/nourish the seed unto 

germination w/in us. Meaning – at no time in the salvation 

process (from justification to glorification) is the H.S. absent 

from the process. It’s the Spirit’s job to usher us from 

conviction to truth to salvation to obedience to glorification. 

 

B The Spirit CONVERTS and CONVERGES 

 

As a person surrenders their life unto salvation, the H.S. 

places an imprint on that man’s soul identifying him w/ 

Christ and guaranteeing his redemption.   



You also were included in Christ when you heard the word 

of truth, the gospel of your salvation. Having believed, you 

were marked in Him w/ a seal of the promised H.S., who is a 

deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of 

those who are God’s possession… Eph. 1:13f 

  

Furthermore, He begins to guide the person thru this life w/ 

the intention of making him just like Jesus. The Spirit strives 

to conform every believer into the image of Christ. God the 

Father predetermined that those who received Him were to 

be conformed to His image and into His likeness. 

 

For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed 

to the likeness of His Son…  Romans 8:29 

 

It is God’s plan to transform those who He knew would 

receive Him into His image; and it is the H.S. job to get 

under the hood of our lives and tinker until our redemption. 

 

III CLEANSED by the Son 

 

From the start, knowing Adam would sin leading to all men 

becoming tainted by sin and condemned to be separated 

from Him, God planned the Cross to rescue, release, and 

restore us to Himself. The result is that thru the Son – we 

have been purified through His blood. 

 

 



For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to 

all men. It teaches us to say “No” to ungodliness and 

worldly passions, and to live self-controlled lives in this 

present age, while we wait for the blessed hope – the 

glorious appearing of our great God and Savior, Jesus 

Christ, who gave himself for us to redeem us from all 

wickedness and to purify for himself a people that are his 

very own, eager to do what is good.  Titus 3:11-14 

 

By becoming a satisfactory, once-for-all sacrifice for us, 

Jesus has cleansed us and set us free from the power, 

penalty, and pain of sin. The concept is PARDONED. 

 

This marvelous work alleviates man’s guilt and releasing 

him from receiving the condemnation he deserves. 

 
There is no condemnation to those found in Christ Jesus. Rm. 8:1 

 

While we all were deserving of Hell/separation, God took 

the initiative and rescued us from our doom by relocating us 

into His kingdom making us heir through His blood.  

 

He has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and 

brought us into the kingdom of His son he loves, in whom we 

have redemption through his blood the forgiveness of sins.  

Col. 1:13 

 



We’ve been set free from the law of sin and death and have 

been made alive in Christ imputed w/ a divine commission 

and purpose to now go into the world and represent the one 

who gave His life for us by glowing for God. He has given 

us the freedom to live in holiness and separated from sin 

(Gal. 5:1).  He has given us power to overcome the wiles of 

the enemy (Eph 6:10f).  He has given us everything we need 

for life and godliness until His return (2 Pt. 1:3).  

 

 
 


