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A children’s ministry was putting on a Christmas Pageant 

about Mary/Joseph coming to the inn. One boy, who really 

wanted to be Joseph, was quite unhappy when he was given 

the part of the innkeeper. To make matters worse, his biggest 

rival got the part he wanted. So during rehearsal, he thought 

of how he could sabotage his rival. So at the performance, 

when Mary/Joseph knocked on the door to the inn, he 

opened the door and asked what they wanted. Joseph said, 

“We’d like to have a room for the night.” Suddenly the 

innkeeper threw open the door and said, “Great, come on in. 

I’m going to give you the best room in the house!” Stunned, 

poor little Joseph didn’t know what to do, but thinking quick 

on his feet, he poked his head into the room and exclaimed, 

“No wife of mine is going to stay in a dump like this. Come 

on Mary, let’s go to the barn!” 

 

Have you ever noticed how quickly we can get caught up 

into our wants and miss the point of Christmas? 

 

I read a story of a girl who realized her parents had gotten 

lost in the Christmas shuffle. Dad was consumed w/ work 

and year-end details while mom was preoccupied w/ parties 

and presents. So one night at bedtime she knelt and prayed – 

Our Father, who art in heaven – forgive us our Christmases 

as we forgive those who Christmas against us. 



Christmas is about God’s love for you and me. It is about 

God stepping into time/space to rescue us from our sin. 

 

Karl Barth was one of the more brilliant/complex thinkers of 

the 20th century who’s credited w/ many thought-provoking 

and profound writings concerning life/faith. On one occasion 

when he was visiting the U.S., a student at a theological 

seminary asked, "Dr. Barth, what is the greatest thought to 

have ever crossed your mind?” W/ everyone on edge to hear 

what he’d say – after a long, contemplative pause – Barth 

said, "Jesus loves me, this I know, for the Bible tells me so." 

 

Such a statement is founded on what is easily the most 

recognized and quoted verse in the Bible – John 3:16. (Say) 

This verse is about one thing – our need for salvation and 

God’s single provision to save us – Jesus! 

 

A few weeks ago we began a study in 1st Peter entitled – 

GLOW. When something glows it emits or reflects a steady 

radiance of light. We learn in 1st Peter that as Christians, 

we’re called to GLOW by reflecting the steady radiance of 

Christ in us to our world.  

 

In 1 Peter 1, Peter has been focusing on the one thing that 

should cause us to GLOW – a life that’s been transformed 

by the grace of God in salvation! So far we’ve learned that in 

salvation we’ve been chosen by the Father, changed by the 

H.S., and cleansed by the Son.  



Today, in light of the Christmas season and the advent of 

Christ, I want to continue our discussion on God’s great and 

life-changing gift of grace found in Jesus Christ. 

 

Concerning this salvation, the prophets, who spoke of the 

grace that was to come to you, searched intently and w/ the 

greatest care, trying to find out the time and circumstances 

to which the Spirit of Christ in them was pointing when he 

predicted the sufferings of the Messiah and the glories that 

would follow. It was revealed to them that they were not 

serving themselves but you, when they spoke of the things 

that have now been told you by those who have preached the 

gospel to you by the H.S. sent from heaven. Even angels long 

to look into these things. 1 Peter 1:10-12 

 

salvation (soterion) means deliverance from sin’s penalty. 

 

B/c we all are born into a sinful condition, we all need to be 

saved (rescued) – we all need salvation b/c we’re sinners by 

nature and by choice. The interesting thing about salvation is 

that no one can save themselves – it requires the intervention 

of an outside Source. Salvation is an event and a process thru 

which God intervenes to remove the penalty for our sin and 

draws us into intimacy w/ Him by His grace/mercy.  

 

But this salvation didn’t just happen – it was predicted by 

the prophets of God long before the Savior arrived. 

 



The theme of the Bible is – salvation through Jesus. One 

message in 66 books, over 1,400 yrs, written by God thru 

human agents under the influence of the H.S. – all written w/ 

an amazing unity/continuity from Genesis to Revelation. As 

one read the O.T. and N.T., they’ll quickly discover that 

these writings go together to explain a Divine plan of 

redemption. The new is in the old contained; and the old 

is the new explained.  

 

As a person studies the N.T., they’ll soon discover there are 

100’s of O.T. predictions fulfilled in the N.T. This is what 

Peter is writing about. The first thing Peter writes about our 

salvation is that it was predicted by the prophets of the O.T.  

 

I The Prophets Predicted His ARRIVAL 

 

To predict something in advance is a powerful notion. And 

100’s of yrs in advance, the prophets foretold the coming of 

the Messiah w/ amazing detail speaking to where, how and 

why he would enter into our world. 

 

Where: But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small 

among the clans of Judah, out of you will come for me one 

who will be ruler over Israel, whose origins are from of old, 

from ancient times. Mc. 5:2 

 

How: The Lord will give you a sign: The virgin will be w/ child 

and will give birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel. Is. 7:14 

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Micah%205.2
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Isa%207.14


Why: For unto us a child is born, to us a son is given, and 

the government will be on his shoulders. And he will be 

called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting 

Father, Prince of Peace. Is. 9:6. 

 

II The Prophets Predicted His AGONY 

 

But Jesus didn’t enter time and space w/out a purpose. Luke 

writes that he came to seek and to save the lost and to serve 

and lay down His life for man. Jesus came to atone for the 

sinfulness of all humanity. 

 
Surely he took up our pain and bore our suffering, yet we 

considered him punished by God, stricken by him, and afflicted. 

But he was pierced for our transgressions, crushed for our 

iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was on him, 

and by his wounds we are healed. We all, like sheep, have gone 

astray, each of us has turned to our own way; and the LORD has 

laid on him the iniquity of us all. Is. 53:4-6 

 

All this to say – SALVATION has come – just as predicted. 

 

Salvation is a critical topic for us. Our acceptance of it will 

determine the quality of our existence in this life – and in the 

next. Most people say they want to go to heaven; yet too 

many people think you can take different route other than the 

one God provided as a means to get there.  



Sadly, some people are trying to take the morality road 

thinking being/doing good will get them there. Other people 

are driving on the religion road, thinking that by performing 

religious activity will get them to heaven. But Jesus said 

there is only one road to heaven – and it’s the Jesus Road. 

He said, “I am the way, the truth, and the life, no man comes 

to the Father, but by me.” (John 14:6) 

 

Do you know where you’re going? This week I read of a 

woman in CO who recently was driving during a snow 

storm. The visibility was bad, but she saw a snow plow, she 

thought, “What luck! I’ll just follow close behind the snow 

plow.” Sure enough, for over an hour she drove just behind 

the snow plow around twisting curves and endless turns. 

Suddenly the snow plow stopped and the driver got down 

and walked back to the lady’s car. He said, “Where are you 

heading?” She said, “I’m on my way to Denver.” He said, 

“Well, you won’t get there by following me. I’ve been 

plowing this same Wal-Mart parking lot for the past hour!” 

 

Sadly, too many people are on the wrong road and following 

the wrong guide to try to find salvation. And the whole time 

God is saying, “B/c I love you, I want to give you the free 

gift of salvation–it’s found in Jesus Christ.” 


