
Live Out Loud – Our PEACE            April 29, 2012 

Ephesians 2:11-22              Sunday AM 

 

Open: Do you know what this is?  (Show Rock)  In 1949, 

following the defeat of Nazi Germany in WWII, 

Germany was divided into (2) parts – East and West.  In 

the East a communist government was set up under the 

influence of the Soviet Union, while in the West, 

influenced by the Marshall Plan and the economics of 

the free world, democratic government was established.  

As history shows, life was better in the West than in the 

East, but at ground zero of this division was the city of 

Berlin – literally the city was divided in half.  Fearful of 

losing its citizens, in 1951 East Germany closed the 

border b/w the two states – but that didn’t keep an 

estimated 2.5 million East Germans from fleeing to West 

b/w 1949-1961. So, in 1961 the East Germans built a 

Wall to strictly enforce such defections. The Berlin Wall 

stood for almost 30 yrs as a real and symbolic divide b/w 

East and West. I still remember when President Reagan 

spoke at the Brandenburg Gate in 1987 calling out, “Mr. 

Gorbechev, tear down this wall!”  It finally happened, in 

Nov. 1989, the East German government lifted travel 

restrictions b/w the two Germanies, and Germans 

everywhere scaled the wall and danced in celebration!  

 

Truth: Walls!  Sadly, it’s human nature to construct walls.  



Recap: We’re in a series entitled – Live Out Loud.  Our goal in 

this series is to learn how to live in the grace and power 

of Christ in us so we might experience the abundant life 

Jesus promised.  To help us, we’ve been reflecting on 

Paul’s letter to the Ephesians b/c it addresses the basic 

elements of the Christian life – God, Jesus, H.S., 

salvation, morality, marriage, parenting, work, and more. 

 

Trans: Today we’re going to continue our study in the doctrine 

of grace as we look at our new peace in Christ. More 

specifically, we’re going to see how God’s grace tears 

down walls to unite us in Christ by breaking the 

bondage, bridging the barriers, and building the body. 

 

I Breaking the BONDAGE  

 

Insert Did you know the only manmade object on Earth visible 

to the naked eye from space is the Great Wall of China? 

Built 200 yrs before Christ, the 3000 mile long Wall 

took nearly a century to build. The Great Wall varies in 

height from 15 to 50 feet high and the avg. width is 

about 12 feet. The cost of constructing it was staggering 

not only in terms of money, but also in terms of lives. 

1000’s of slaves died during construction. In fact, there’s 

a saying in China, “Every stone in the Wall of China 

represents one life lost in building the wall.”  

 



Note: I find it an interesting commentary on mankind that from 

Heaven, the only thing visible to the eye is a wall man 

has built to separate himself from other men. 

 

Truth: There are many types of walls in our world today.  

Yet there are few more difficult to overcome than race, 

gender, and religion.  Interestingly enough, this was the 

very struggle the early church was facing b/w the Jewish 

and Gentile believers – and it was killing the church. 

 

Insert: In Ephesians 2, we find Paul addressing this struggle 

among the believers at Ephesus. Apparently some of the 

Jewish believers thought they were better than the 

Gentile believers’ b/c of their spiritual heritage and they 

were attempting to hold the Gentile believers in religious 

bondage by building a wall of separation. 

 

Note: Now it is no secret the Jewish believers felt they were 

superior to the Gentiles b/c they were God’s people and 

heirs of the promise to Abraham.  They were being 

religious “Sneetches” thinking they had stars on ‘thars’ 

while the Gentile had none.  So Paul wrote to clear the 

air and set the record straight.  

 

Trans: Now the O.T. is clear that God initially chose Israel from 

all the peoples on the earth for His own possession and 

purpose.   



Note: It started when God decided to make a covenant w/ a 

man named Abraham b/c Abe believe in God and his 

faith was recognized as righteousness.  When Abraham 

trusted in Jehovah, God made a promise to make Him a 

great nation and to use this people (Israel) to touch every 

nation of the world w/ the truth/hope of God.   

 

You are a people holy to the Lord your God, and the Lord 

has chosen you to be a people for his own possession, out of 

all the people that are on the face of the earth.  Dt. 14:2 

 

Note: God sovereignly chose Israel to be His people so that 

they might receive His blessings and be the vessel thru 

which the revelation and redemptive message of God 

would be spread.  Unfortunately, Israel never fulfilled 

her calling.  Instead of being humbled and honored to 

be God’s people, they were arrogant and judgmental 

holding an – “I’m better than you” attitude. 

 

Insert: Jonah typified this attitude toward the Gentiles. When 

God called Him to go and deliver a message of judgment 

to the Ninevehites he refused and offered God a whale of 

an excuse.  Jonah would’ve been happy to deliver God’s 

message to the backslidden Jews, but not to the 

Ninevehites.  In fact, even after delivering the message 

and seeing the Ninevehites repent, Jonah had a beef w/ 

God b/c he felt God  should’ve wipe them from the face 

of the earth.  This was a pervasive Jewish attitude.   



Trans: Enter Paul in Eph. 2.  In vs. 1-10 he explained that the 

barrier of sin b/w God and man had been torn down by 

Christ b/c the old covenant had been fulfilled by Jesus in 

a new covenant of grace that’s available to all people.  

As a result, in vs. 11-22, he further explains that b/c of 

Christ’s atonement; the barrier b/w Jews and Gentiles 

has been torn down.   
 

11 Therefore, remember that formerly you who are Gentiles 

by birth and called "uncircumcised" by those who call 

themselves "the circumcision" — 12 remember that at that 

time you were separate from Christ, excluded from 

citizenship in Israel and foreigners to the covenants of the 

promise, w/out hope and w/out God in the world. 13 But now 

in Christ Jesus you who once were far away have been 

brought near through the blood of Christ. 

 

Insert: We see in this passage that salvation has never been 

exclusive to a single group but has always been available 

to all people.  People have always been saved the same 

way – by God’s grace thru faith.  In the O.T., when a 

person put faith in God they pledged allegiance to the 

Abrahamic Covenant and became a spiritual Jew marked 

by circumcision and obedience to the Law.  In the N.T., 

we put faith in God thru Christ and there occurs a 

circumcision of the heart through the covenant of grace. 

 



Note: In the O.T., believers looked forward to the coming 

of the Messiah for the forgiveness of sin, while in the 

N.T. we looked back to the cross as God’s sole means 

of redeeming His fallen creation. 

 

Note: But there came to be a sweeping problem.  The Jews 

began to think that so long as you were born a Jew, were 

circumcised, and followed the Torah and Talmud, then 

you were okay.  Grace and faith were eliminated from 

the salvation process supplanted by goodness and law 

abiding citizenship.     

 

Trans: Many of the Jewish believers brought this pious attitude 

into the church and used it to lord over the Gentile 

converts. So Paul reprimanded them; he even 

reprimanded the Apostle Peter for this sinful attitude.  

Paul explained that in Christ there is no hierarchy of 

faith – we are one body. 

 

Since you were brought back to life w/ Christ, focus on the 

things that are above – where Christ holds the highest 

position.  Keep your mind on things above, not on worldly 

things.  You have died, and your life is hidden w/ Christ in 

God… Where this happens, there is no Greek or Jew, 

circumcised or uncircumcised, barbarian, uncivilized 

person, slave, or free person.  Instead, Christ is everything 

and in everything.  Col. 3:1-2, 11 

 



Note: What happened? Once all but the Jews were separated 

from God, but now Christ himself has drawn us near to 

Him. Once we were excluded from the commonwealth 

of Israel, now we’re fellow citizens. Once we were 

strangers to the covenant of promise, but now we’re 

fellow partakers of the promise. Once we were w/out 

hope, now we’re fellow heirs. Once we were w/out God 

in the world, but now we’re members of His household. 

 

Note: We haven’t moved into these blessings on a separate, 

parallel track apart from Israel – them w/out Jesus and us 

w/ Jesus.  We’ve moved together on one track in Christ.   

 

Note: Why is this relevant to understand?  B/c the church and 

Christians now bear the responsibility of sharing 

God’s message to the world.  We can’t become like 

Israel and take an attitude of exclusivity.  We must break 

out of our holy huddles in search of a loving means to 

introduce Jesus to the world.  We have to help others 

cross the bridge built w/ His blood. 

 

Trans: But there are still walls of separation.  Bricks used to 

erect walls of isolation.  I’d like to mention (3) particular 

bricks we tend to be fond of to build walls of separation.  

 

A Brick 1 -  RACIAL Separation 

 

Note: First, we use bricks of racism to separate.  



Note: The Jews hated the Gentiles. One Rabbis said, “The only 

reason God created Gentiles was to provide fuel for the 

fires of Hell – that’s the only thing Gentile are good for.” 

 

Note: I don’t have to tell you that today in PTC, GA, we might 

not have the same kind of division b/w Jews and 

Gentiles, but we do see a separation b/c of skin tone and 

heritage b/w blacks, whites, Hispanics, and Asians.  

 

B Brick 2 -  GENDER Separation 

 

Note: It’s amazing how people think women aren’t as good as 

men – and vice versa. In the workplace, some still 

practice gender discrimination.  One woman said, “For a 

woman to make the same amount of money as a man 

today, she has to be twice as smart and work twice as 

hard; fortunately, that’s not too difficult for most of us.” 

 

Note: I believe women are far superior to men at being women 

and I think men are far superior to women at being men.  

 

Note: This heresy today that says men and women are exactly 

the same is wrong. Men and women are different. God 

made us different so he could make us one (marriage). 

I’m glad men and women are different. I’m thrilled 

when I rub my face up against my wife’s cheek she 

doesn’t have all these whiskers. I’m glad God made us 

different. He made us different so he could make us one.  



C Brick 3 – RELIGIOUS Separation 

 

Insert: If you study the Spanish Inquisition, you find out about 

the 1000’s of people who were tortured in the name of 

Jesus.  Even today we build religious walls in the name 

of denominations, theological ideas, and even legalistic 

practices. “I’m a Baptist” or “Methodist” or 

“Presbyterian.” Sometimes we fall into the trap of 

looking at people and building walls saying, “They’re 

not in my camp and so they are not as good as I am.” 

 

Note: When you get to Heaven and stand before God, if He 

asks you, “Why should I let you into Heaven?” Please, 

don’t say, “B/c I’m a Baptist, Methodist, or Catholic.”   

 

Insert: There won’t be any Baptists, Catholics, or Presbyterians 

in Heaven. The only kind of person who will be in 

Heaven is a Christian – a born-again believer.  

 

II  Bridging the BARRIER 

 
14

 For he himself is our peace, who has made the two one 

and has destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility, 
15 by abolishing in his flesh the law w/ its commandments 

and regulations.  His purpose was to create in himself one 

new man out of the two, thus making peace, 16 and in this 

one body to reconcile both of them to God through the cross, 

by which he put to death their hostility.  



17 He came and preached peace to you who were far away 

and peace to those who were near.  18 For through him we 

both have access to the Father by one Spirit. 

 

Note:  Before Christ, there was a rift b/w Jews and Gentiles.  

They were at odds w/ one another and held each other w/ 

contempt.  But now, b/c of the cross the two no longer 

have to be at odds b/c Jesus has provided a means of 

ushering in peace.  He has bridged the great divide. 

 

Note: In Christ going to the cross, He has ushered in an era of 

spiritual and practical peace as only God could offer.  

We have eternal peace through His blood from the 

consequences of sin and we have an opportunity for 

union w/ our fellow man from religious indifference. 

 

Word: dividing wall – in the Temple a wall separated the 

Gentile Court from the Israelite sacred places. This 

physical barrier was an instigator hostility and hatred. 

 

Note: If you had gone to the Temple, you’d have walked up to 

a certain place, and if you were a Gentile that was as far 

as you could go, b/c you met a wall. There was a sign 

that read something like “Unless you are of the nation of 

Israel, do not proceed beyond this point. You will be 

killed if you go any further.”  

 



Next was a series of (3) steps going up to the 2nd level 

where all the Israelites could proceed, but ladies had to 

stop in what was known as the Court of the Women. 

After another barrier, men only could pass taking 10 

steps higher into the Court of the Israelites – and another 

wall.  After another wall, only the priest could pass 

taking 6 steps up into the Court of the Priests. Until 

finally there was a veil into the Holy of Holies where 

only the High Priest could enter. The Temple was a 

series of walls separating groups of people and Jesus 

was saying, “When I came and died on the cross, I died 

so all of these walls could be dismantled and torn 

down.” The issues of race, gender, and religious piety no 

longer separate us if we’re in Christ.  

 

Note: In dying on the cross, Christ forever broke down the 

barriers b/w man and God and man and man by tearing 

the veil in the Holy Place and by tearing down the wall 

b/w the Outer Courts and the court of the Gentiles.   

 

Note: In tearing down the walls, only Jesus has given all men 

access to God by grace thru faith.  (Sounds Narrow) 

 

Insert: Let’s say you learned from your doctor you have 

diabetes. He explain that so long as you take your insulin 

you will be fine and will live a normal life.  But you say 

to him, "I don’t want to take insulin. I want to take (2) 

aspirin instead?  



Or I want to take penicillin? Why do I have to take 

insulin?" His answer – insulin is the only thing that 

helps. But you reject his words, "You are a narrow-

minded and bigoted doctor.” He isn’t being narrow-

minded or bigoted; he’s loving and compassionate b/c he 

has offered you the only thing that save you. 

 

Trans: In tearing down the walls – Jesus breaks our bondage 

and bridges the barrier so that He can bless His body. 

 

III Blessing the BODY  

 
19 Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and aliens, but 

citizens w/ God's people and members of God's household, 20 

built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, w/ 

Christ himself as the chief cornerstone.  21 In him the whole 

building is joined together and rises to become a holy temple 

in the Lord. 22 And in him you are being built together to 

become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit. 

 

Trans: As a result of the cross, we are now one and are: 

 

 A CITIZENS in His Kingdom 

 

Note: Have you ever traveled abroad?  If you have then you’re 

aware how vital your passport and citizenship are. Your 

identity isn’t in your name, but in your country of 

origin.  Overseas, I’m not Joey, I’m an American.   



Note: In Christ, I’m not a Gentile or Jew I’m a child of God 

and a citizen of His Kingdom and righteousness.   

 

 B CHILDREN in His Household 

 

Note: Moving beyond our identity we move into intimacy w/ 

God as part of His family.  

 

Story: The story is told of a meeting Abe Lincoln held w/ his 

cabinet during the Civil War.  At a critical time in the 

conversation, Lincoln’s 10 yr. old son, Willie knocked 

on the door wanting to see his father.  In that instant, 

Lincoln laid all the affairs of state to the side to tend to 

his son.  When it came to gaining access to his father, 

Willie outranked everyone. 

 

Note: The same is true for us.  As God’s children, we have 

direct access to him where He will give us His 

undivided attention.  Family has its privileges.  

 

C CONGREGATION in His Temple 

 

Note: Paul refers back to the Temple.  His Word through the 

prophets and apostles serves as our foundation and Jesus 

is the cornerstone that holds everything together.  We are 

the building called to reflect the glory of God. 

 



Note: The purpose of God’s temple was always to reflect the 

glory of God.  Consider that it is likely the most 

magnificent building ever built laced w/ gold, silver, 

precious stones.  God had the Israelites hand craft it so 

that all men would know of His radiant glory. 

 

Insert: Don’t miss it.  Know we have become His earthly 

temple charged w/ the responsibility of illuminating the 

glory of God.  Individually, we are God’s Temple, 

bearing the deposit of the H.S. w/in us.  Thus our lives 

should reflect God’s glory through our holy lifestyles. 

 

 But also collectively as His church, we too radiate the 

majesty of His glory by living as a body of believers 

who fulfill the ministry of Christ before all men. 

 

CONCLUSION 


