
Live Out Loud – Our IMITATION      June 17, 2012 

Ephesians 4:17-5:21              Sunday AM 

 

Last week we made it halfway through a lesson on how to 

determine if we’re living a wayward walk or a winning walk.  

As a recap, let look at the two types of believers. (Chart) 

   

If you recall, Paul commends us, Do not live as the Gentiles 

– that is, as Christians; we’re not to live like we’re lost.  

Don’t live the Christian life in your flesh, but in the H.S. 

 

As Christians, while we’re in Christ, this doesn’t mean we 

can’t be contaminated and duped by the world.  In fact, as 

believers, Satan roams around seeking whom he may devour 

and his prime targets are those believers who strive to live 

their lives in their own human ingenuity and ability (carnal) 

– they are easy picking. 

 

So Paul warns us not to attempt to live the Christian life in 

our ability or by living immersed in our culture, b/c we will 

wind up living like we’re lost.  Instead, we’re to live 

surrendered under the leading of the H.S.  In Jn. 15, Jesus 

calls this the “abiding” life.  In Gal. 5, Paul calls it the 

“Spirit” life.  In Col. 3, Paul calls it the “heaven-focused” 

life, and in Eph. 4-5, He refers to it as the “winning” or 

“Enlightened” life.  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

Eph. 4:17-5:21 is about an “abiding” and fruitful walk. 



As I’ve thought about this passage, it has reminded me that 

no person can walk the Christian walk in their own ability 

and ingenuity – it requires the guiding ministry of the H.S. 

God has miraculously intervened into our lives to lead us. If 

you remember, Paul explained earlier in this letter that we 

are broken and basically incapable of walking, so He gave us 

His H.S., Word, and His pastor’s to minister to us at the 

point of our need – to mend those areas of our lives that we 

can walk w/ Him.  He knows that apart from Him we can do 

nothing.  That literally, we’re a mangled wreck. 

 

Most of you are aware that the man sitting beside me by all 

human estimates shouldn’t be here.  His presence here today 

is nothing short of a miracle.  Back in January, J.D. was in 

CO on a ski trip w/ his grandson where his life took a 

dramatic and miraculous turn.  

 

1  J.D. can you share a little of your story and the miracles 

that took place in those first 60 minutes.  

 

2 After your accident when the prognosis of never walking 

again was a possibility – how did that impact you? 

 

3 What have you learned about your spiritual walk in your 

struggle to walk physically? 

 

4 What human and spiritual advice do you have for us in 

light of your experience? 



In our text today, Paul has reached the summit of this letter 

to help us see the heart of the Christian walk – that is, as 

Christians; we’re called to KNOW Christ – GROW in 

Christ – and to SHOW Christ.   

 
1 Be imitators of God, therefore, as dearly loved children… 

 

Can I paraphrase – WALK THIS WAY! 

 

imitators (mimatai) to mimic or become like. It refers to 

someone who copies the characteristics of another person. 

 

As Christians, we’re called to replicate the character of 

Jesus.  We are to walk in a manner that reproduces the 

godliness Jesus taught and modeled. 

 

So just what does a healthy Christian walk entail?  Unless 

you read b/w the lines here, you could easily miss the point. 

It begins w/ surrender.  To live the Christian life requires my 

surrender to Christ unto salvation and then living each 

moment under the influence of His Spirit.  The result of this 

surrender produces a life that looks just like Jesus. 

 

What is Paul’s motivation in Ephesians 4/5?  He wants us to 

determine whether or not we’re abiding in the Spirit or living 

in the flesh. So he offers a checklist to assist us in 

determining if we have the real thing or if we’re just fooling 

ourselves and others w/ our pseudo-spirituality. (Jacket)  



I An Abiding Life Walks in LOVE 

 

The starting point of imitating Jesus begins w/ loving others 

as He loved us – and He loved us to death.  He literally loved 

us so much that He laid down His life to give us life.  Thus, 

if we’re going to successfully imitate Christ to others, the 

first thing we must do is learn to walk in His LOVE. 

 
2 and live a life of love, just as Christ loved us and gave 

himself up for us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God. 

 

live (peripateo) pre. act. imp. – a command to conduct one’s 

life (walk) purposely by abiding in Christ. 

 

love (agapasev) aor. act. – start and never stop loving others 

as God loves you (unconditionally – w/out strings attached). 

 

It is important to note that we’re to love w/ an agape love. 

Agape love refers to a love that only God can give. Man can 

love w/ a phileo love, an eros love, and a stamnos love, the 

only way he can love w/ an agape love is if God loves thru 

him – this requires a surrendered and abiding life. 

 

How did Jesus love us?  He loved us to the point that He 

surrendered His position and glory sitting at the right hand of 

the Father and He emptied Himself becoming nothing – 

taking the form of a servant to die on the cross in our place 

for the forgiveness of sin.  



Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus: 

Who, being in nature God, did not consider equality w/ God 

something to be grasped, but made himself nothing, taking 

the form of a servant, being made in human likeness.  Being 

found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and 

became obedient to death—even death on a cross!  Ph. 2:5f 

  

Check #1 – Do I love others as God loves me? 
  

II An Abiding Life Walks in LIBERTY 

 
3 But among you there must not be even a hint of sexual 

immorality, or of any kind of impurity, or of greed, b/c these 

are improper for God's holy people. 4 Nor should there be 

obscenity, foolish talk or coarse joking, which are out of 

place, but rather thanksgiving. 5 For of this you can be sure: 

No immoral, impure or greedy person—such a man is an 

idolater—has any inheritance in the kingdom of God.   

 

Upon receiving Christ, God deposits his H.S. in us and calls 

us to walk in the purity of the holiness – Peter wrote, “Be 

holy as I am holy.”  God literally set us free from sin and 

into Christ so that our lives can be tethered to His grace 

instead of to our flesh.  In doing so, He gives us new desires 

and inclinations that run counter-intuitive to our human 

desires – they literally war w/ out old nature. (2 Cr. 5:17) 

 

Check #2 – Do I hate sin as much God hates sin? 



III An Abiding Life Walks in LIGHT 

 
6 Let no one deceive you w/ empty words, for b/c of such things 

God's wrath comes on those who are disobedient.  7 Therefore do 

not be partners w/ them. 8 For you were once darkness, but now 

you are light in the Lord. Live as children of light 9 for the fruit of 

the light consists in all goodness, righteousness and truth, 10 and 

find out what pleases the Lord.  11 Have nothing to do w/ the 

fruitless deeds of darkness, but rather expose them. 12 For it is 

shameful to mention what the disobedient do in secret. 13 But 

everything exposed by the light becomes visible, 14 for it is light 

that makes everything visible. This is why it is said: "Wake up, 

O sleeper, rise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you." 

 

Just what does light do?  It pierces and exposes the 

darkness as it reveals truth and righteousness. 

 

If you’re abiding in God’s Word by the leading of His Spirit, 

God will expose falsehood and deception and show you what 

is His good, perfect, and holy Word.  

 

deceive (apatato) pres. act. imp. – stop immediately 

allowing other people and false teaching to lead you astray.  

 

1 Measure CREED   Are teachings biblical? 

2 Examine CHARACTER Do teaching match life? 

3 Consider CONVERTS  Do disciples mirror Jesus? 

 

Check #3 – Do I love truth as God loves truth? 



IV An Abiding Life Walks in LORDSHIP 

 
15 Be very careful, how you live – not as unwise but as wise, 

16 making the most of every opportunity, b/c the days are 

evil.  17 Therefore do not be foolish, but understand what the 

Lord's will is. 18 Don’t get drunk on wine, which leads to 

debauchery. Instead, be filled w/ the Spirit. 19 Speak to one 

another w/ psalms, hymns and spiritual songs.  Sing and 

make music in your heart to the Lord, 20 always giving 

thanks to God for everything, in the name of our Lord Jesus 

Christ. 21 Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ. 

 

What is God’s will and how can I know it – is likely the 

most asked question I receive as a pastor. 

 

God’s will is God’s way for all believers to live in a manner 

that is God-honoring and Great Commission-centered 

 

careful (blepete) on guard and watching concerning the 

pattern and behavior of your life.  Be careful to make sure 

that you are living in the center of God’s will.    

 

The fool has said there is no god. God’s Word says an atheist 

is a fool. But so is the person who says they believe/trust in 

God, but their action, attitude, and ambition say differently.   

 

wise – walk as one who applies knowledge and insight 

revealed by God. How? 



 A Live Under the INFLUENCE of God’s Spirit 

 

Don’t live intoxicated by or under the influence of the things 

of this world, but live under the direct influence of the H.S.   

 

 B Live Under a COMPULSION to Worship God 

 

As Christians, saved by grace and called to fulfill a divine 

purpose, we ought to be desperately thankful bunch.   

 

Psalms – personal words/songs that speak to God. 

Hymns – impromptu words/songs seeking to edify. 

Spiritual Songs – Prepared songs that speak about God.  

 

In all cases, we’re seeking to honor God and ensure we’re in 

a right relationship w/ Him that we put a smile on His face. 

 

 C Live In ACCOUNTABILITY w/ God’s People 

 

submit (hupotassomenoi) to line up under and fall into rank.  

It is a military term of a soldier who comes under the 

authority of a superior officer and obeys his commands. 

 

As God’s people, we need to live mutually submitted to one 

another to spur one another along to love and good deeds.   

 

Check #4 – Do I truly desire and seek God’s Will? 
 


