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Blessed are the Peacemakers        Sunday AM 

 

Bumper Clip 

 

We live in a world characterized by conflict and 

disagreement.  From sibling rivalry to civil war, we 

have animosity at every level of society. 

 

Lady Astor once said to Winston Churchill, “If you 

were my husband, I’d poison your coffee.” Churchill 

responded, “If you were my wife, I’d drink it.”  

 

We laugh at the sarcasm, but there are people who can’t 

seem to be happy unless they’re fighting w/ others – it‘s 

like we enjoy being the Hatfield’s and the McCoy’s. 

 

History bears this out. In nearly 4000 yrs of recorded 

history, there‘s been only 286 yrs of peace. 

 

Peace is merely that brief glorious moment in history 

when everybody stops – to reload. Thomas Jefferson 

 

We’ve been talking about the (8) attitudes Jesus said 

we’re to have as His disciples. Today – blessed are the 

peacemakers, for they will be called the sons of God. 



When Jesus said “Blessed are the peacemakers,” he 

shocked those around Him. How could the Jews hope to 

overthrow Rome and restore their nation to prominence 

by being “peacemakers?” The Romans weren’t going to 

just lie down and let Israel have their way. 

 

It’s w/in this context that Jesus promised to bless the 

people who’d become His agents for peace.  

 

I The REALITY of Making Peace 

 

Truth be told, it is easy to misunderstand Peace. 

 

A curious dad asked his daughter about her homework 

b/c she was obviously engrossed in the task. She said, 

“I’m writing a report on how to bring peace to the 

world.” Humored, the dad asked, “Isn’t that a big order 

for a little girl?” She replied, “Oh, no. Don’t worry. 

There are (3) of us in the class working on it.” 

 

It’s easy to be naïve about peace, yet peace is elusive.  

One moment you can have peace at home, at work, or 

in your relationships, and the next it’s gone. I recently 

heard of a group of people walking across America on a 

mission of peace. Unfortunately, they couldn’t get 

along so they divided into (2) groups in Arkansas!  



Even at church peace is hard to find.  Somehow, we’ve 

managed to take Jesus’ words – “Where 2 or 3 are 

gathered in my name I’ll be in their midst,” and turn the 

verse into, “Where 2 or 3 gather together in Jesus’ 

name, eventually there will be conflict.”  It’s pitiful! 

 

The fact that a lack of peace is so pervasive is nothing 

new. We can trace it back to the book of Genesis. 

Humans have been at war w/ God ever since Adam and 

Eve sinned. And, beginning w/ the conflict b/w Cain 

and Abel, which eventually led to one brother killing 

the other, we’ve been in battle w/ one another since. 

  

In sharing this beatitude, Jesus is asking us to be more 

than peacekeepers; He’s asking us to be peace-makers.  

Sadly, not everyone is a peacemaker – some people 

choose to be peace-takers while others are peace-fakers. 

 

 A Peace-TAKERS    

 

Peanuts – Lucy said, “I hate everything. I hate 

everybody. I hate the whole wide world.” Charlie 

Brown responded, “But I thought you had inner peace.”  

Lucy replies “I do but I also have outer obnoxiousness.”  

 



Peace-takers hate everything and they enjoy inciting 

chaos by putting obstacles in the way to prevent others 

from experiencing God’s will. They look for ways to 

destroy others w/ their outer obnoxiousness.  

 

I call these people spiritual terrorist.  Their ambition 

is to create chaos and incite fear and pain. Having just 

commemorated the 9/11 tragedy this week, we can all 

appreciate how our national peace and the peace w/in 

families was ripped away that fateful AM 11 yrs ago. 

 

Peace-takers interject themselves into the life of others 

w/ the intent of upsetting life and causing confusion. 

Understanding this, Paul commends us to “watch out” 

for such people b/c they’re dangerous to our lives. 

 

I urge you, brothers, to watch out for those who cause 

divisions and put obstacles in your way that are 

contrary to the teaching you have learned. Keep away 

from them. For such people aren’t serving Christ, but 

their own appetites. By smooth talk and flattery they 

deceive the minds of naive people. Rm. 16:17-18 

 

Notice WHY they do it? To satisfy their selfish 

appetites.  Also HOW they do it? W/ their words.  

 



Don’t let any unwholesome talk come out of your 

mouth, but only what is helpful for building others up 

according to their needs that it may benefit those who 

listen… Get rid of all bitterness, rage, anger, brawling, 

and slander, and every form of malice.  Ep. 4:29 
 

A word of encouragement – if someone pulls you to the 

side to talk negatively about a situation or to incite you to 

think negatively of another – RUN!  They’re a peace-taker. 

 

  B Peace-FAKERS  

 

At the other end of the spectrum are the peace-fakers.  

These pretenders seek to avoid confrontation/conflict at 

all cost. They prefer to settle for a counterfeit peace 

hoping to avoid reality and bury the obvious.  

 

Peace-fakers miss that reality that to have peace w/ 

others often requires having to take a stand for the truth. 

 

For example – you see a friend making a decision you 

see is leading them into trouble, but every time you 

broach the subject w/ them it causes an argument. So to 

keep the peace, you talk about more agreeable subjects. 

 



Bill Hybels tells of a time where he went to a close 

friend whose life was taking a bad turn and asked him 

to lunch to talk. When the time was right, Hybels said, 

“I’m not trying to run your life, but I’m concerned 

about the direction you’re taking”. He said his friend 

got so mad, Bill thought he was going to punch him. 

Wanting to keep the “peace,” Bill backed off and 

apologized for interfering. Of course, he destroyed his 

life. Hybels later shared he had to go to his friend and 

apologize. He said, “I failed you. I should’ve said, ‘Hit 

me if you must, but I’m going to stay on your case b/c 

I’m your friend and I’m concerned for your future’”. 

 

Choosing to be a “peace-keeper” over a truth-teller isn’t 

noble – it’s reckless. Why?  Whatever causes tension 

in a relationship, if left ignored, will continually 

come back again and again until properly resolved.  

 

If things are not resolved, then the peace you’re trying 

so hard to maintain by avoiding the issues will get 

harder and harder to keep. Eventually the relationship 

will die while everything on the surface looks peaceful. 

 

II The RISK of Making Peace 

 

It’s much easier to take / fake the peace than to make it. 



Jesus used a very strong word for “maker,” meaning 

“to do” or “to create.”  In other words, peace must be 

actively made b/c it never happens by chance.  

 

If we’re going to be peace-makers it will require that 

we’re first and foremost – at peace w/ God. 

 

A Make Peace w/ GOD 

 

The great enemy of all of humanity is sin.  Sin is the 

great separator that breaks fellowship w/ God and leads 

to inevitable conflicts b/w people and nations.  

 

No peace will exist b/w nations until peace reigns in 

each country. And no country will have peace until 

peace dwells w/ the people.  And no person will have 

peace until they surrender to the Prince of Peace.   

 

But now in Christ you who once were far away have 

been brought near through the blood of Christ.  For he 

himself is our peace, Ephesians 2:13f 

 

For God was pleased to have all of His fullness dwell in 

Him and through him to reconcile to himself all things, 

whether things on earth or in heaven, by making peace 

through his blood, shed on the cross.  Colossians 1:20 



 ADMIT your need 

 TURN from your sins 

 BELIEVE Jesus is the one and only son of God 

 INVITE Jesus to come in and control your life 

 

B Make Peace w/ SELF 

 

Don’t be anxious about anything, but in everything, by 

prayer and petition, w/ thanksgiving, present your 

requests to God. And the peace of God, which 

transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts 

and your minds in Christ Jesus.  Ph. 4:6-7 

 

If we’re to have peace w/in it requires learning to be 

content w/ God and our place in life. We have to learn 

how to forgive ourselves as well as learn to be content 

w/ who God made us to be.  It requires turning to God 

for everything and keeping Him at the center. 

 
8 
Finally, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever 

is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever 

is admirable – if anything is excellent or praiseworthy – 

think about such things. 
9 
Whatever you have learned or 

received or heard from me, or seen in me – put it into 

practice. And the God of peace will be w/ you. 4:8-9 

 



 C  Make Peace w/ OTHERS 

 

To be at peace w/ others takes courage – it requires 

honesty and humility, b/c any other approach over time 

will undermine the integrity of our relationships. 

 

Brothers, if someone is caught in a sin, you who live by 

the Spirit should restore that person gently. But watch 

yourselves, or you also may be tempted.  
2 
Carry each 

other’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law 

of Christ. 
3 
If anyone thinks they are something when 

they are not, they deceive themselves. 
4 
Each one should 

test their own actions. Galatians 6:1-4 

 

These verses tell me that being a peace-maker isn’t for 

wimps.  It requires gently yet certain spiritual tenacity. 

 

The true peace-maker, contrary to what most people 

think, is not afraid of making waves.  Boice 

 

To be a peace-maker requires standing in the gap for 

others, even when they don’t appreciate you for it.  

 

Telemachus, a 4
th

 century monk, sensed God’s call and 

left his monastery for Rome. When he arrived, he found 

the gladiators killing each other in the coliseum.  



He thought, "4 centuries after Christ and they’re still 

killing each other for enjoyment." He ran to the 

coliseum to find the gladiators saying, "Hail to Caesar, 

we die for Caesar," so he jumped the rail and went into 

the field to stand b/w the gladiators. Holding up his 

hands, he said "In the name of Christ, forbear." The 

crowd protested, "Run him thru." A gladiator sent him 

sprawling. He got up and said, "In the name of Christ, 

forbear." The crowd continued, "Run him thru." A 

gladiator plunged his sword into his stomach and he 

fell, turning the sand crimson. One last time he gasped 

out, "In the name of Christ forbear." A hush came over 

the crowd. Soon one man stood and left, then another.  

W/in minutes, the crowd emptied the arena. It was the 

last known gladiatorial contest in Rome’s history. 

 

  D Take Peace to the WORLD 

 

How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of those 

who bring good news, who proclaim peace, who bring 

good tidings; who proclaim salvation, who say to Zion, 

Your God reigns! Is. 52:7 

 

Peace-makers are concerned for the souls of all people.  

They’re willing to be used of God to usher in eternal 

peace.   



Not long ago I read an amazing story by a former IMB 

missionary to Brazil.  He told of a Brazilian woman 

who wasn’t a Christian, but she knew there was a God. 

One year on her birthday she looked up at the sky and 

said, “Dear God, please send someone to tell me how to 

know you!” but the year passed and nobody came.  

Each year, she’d pray the same prayer and ask, “Dear 

God, why haven’t you sent someone? Please, God I 

want to know you. Will you send someone to tell me 

how?” This went on for many years, but still her prayer 

was not answered.  Then one year, her birthday rolled 

around and she prayed the same fervent prayer. Later 

that day she heard someone clapping at her gate. In 

Brazil, most of the houses have fences around them, so 

they don’t have doorbells. When a guest wants to be 

admitted to a house, he’ll stand at the gate and clap his 

hands. So, when she heard clapping, she went to her 

gate and found a young missionary standing there who 

had recently moved into her neighborhood. He asked 

her if he could come in and talk to her about God. She 

immediately invited him inside. As he spoke w/ her, the 

missionary told her that Jesus was God’s Son, and only 

by putting her faith in Him could she have peace w/ 

God. As tears filled this woman’s eyes, she gratefully 

prayed a sinner’s prayer to receive Jesus. Then she said 

to the missionary, “This is a miracle.  



Today is my birthday – 30 yrs ago I first prayed for 

God to send someone to tell me about Him. Now 30 yrs 

later, you’re the answer to my prayer!”  The missionary 

smiled and said, “It truly IS a miracle, b/c, you see, 

today is my birthday, too. And I am 30 yrs old today!”  

 

In declaring blessed are the peacemakers for they shall 

be called the sons of God, Jesus is expressing that those 

who bear His name, must also bear His character.  It is 

Jesus character to be a peacemaker – and in ushering in 

peace we bear His name. 
 


