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Blessed are the Persecuted       Sunday AM 

 

Bumper Video 

 

Adam is a young Christian in India living in a village 

where people were opposed to the gospel. One day his 

brother and wife became believers. Although Adam 

wasn’t willing to follow, he observed their changed 

lives. As they began to share the gospel w/ others, the 

beatings began. Every time the Hindus beat his brother, 

someone believed in Christ. Eventually, Adam believed 

in Christ too, and began to suffer the same persecution 

as his brother. One day the villagers surrounded Adam, 

his brother, and the small group of new Christians. In 

rage they had prepared a pot of boiling water and were 

preparing to cook the Christians alive. Then one of the 

Hindus calmed the mob and said, "If we do this even 

more will become Christians," so they agreed to just 

beat them. As a result, others came to Christ and now 

there’s a church of more than 35 families in the village.  

 

Can you imagine?  You’ve just been beaten for your 

faith and you see the mob preparing to throw you into a 

pot of boiling water so as to extinguish your witness.  

What do you do?  Do you stand or wilt?   



The persecution of believers is nothing new.  Believers 

have been subject to persecution since O.T. days – 

remember Daniel or Shadrach, Meshach, and 

Abednego? In the N.T. we see where Paul and Silas 

were thrown in jail for preaching Christ, but instead of 

licking their wounds, they worshipped.  

 

Persecution comes in many forms; while it is minimal 

in the USA now; it is very real – even in PTC, GA.  

 

Today we finish our series on the (8) attitudes Jesus 

said we’re to have as His disciples by looking at the one 

beatitude no one wants – persecution. Let me remind 

you that Jesus offered them to give us an internal 

barometer for the condition of our lives and to remind 

us that God isn’t focused on man’s performance but on 

what is in the heart.   

 

As the world becomes increasingly more hostile to 

professing Christ, we need to realize that persecution is 

no longer what happens to missionaries overseas or 

Christians in the 3
rd

 world – it now can happen to us. 

 

In September 1999, Larry Ashbrook walked into the 

Wedgwood Baptist in Fort Worth, TX and opened fire 

during a Wednesday night services killing (7).  



In April 1999, two teenage gunmen walked into at 

Columbine High in Littleton, CO, and shot the students 

they knew were Christians.  On that fateful day, Cassie 

Bernall and Rachel Scott were asked by the gunman, 

"Do you believe in God?" To which they responded, 

“Yes!” and then they stepped into the arms of Jesus.  

 

It’s a certainty someone here today will face life 

threatening persecution. I believe in my life, Christians 

in America will face grave persecution.  Are you ready?  

 

Several yrs ago I was so challenged by the reality of 

persecution that I changed how I baptize.  Now I ask… 

 Do you believe Jesus is your Savior/Lord and that 

He died on the cross to pay for you sin? 

 Have you asked Him to forgive you and save you? 

 Will you strive to honor Him in your life by living 

according to the Bible and by sharing His love and 

truth w/ others in your words and by your actions?  

 When you face trials, persecution, and hardship for 

confessing Jesus as your Lord/Savior, will you 

remain faithful to your calling? 

 

I wonder how many people would be in church today 

worshipping/studying God’s Word if persecution was 

present in the US like in other parts of the world. 



I The REALITY of Persecution 

 

Blessed are those who are persecuted b/c of 

righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

“Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you 

and falsely say all kinds of evil against you b/c of 

me. Rejoice and be glad, b/c great is your reward in 

heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the 

prophets who were before you. 

 

The persecuted are those believers who live out the first 

(7) attitudes. You could say that to the degree you 

fulfill the first (7) beatitudes you will experience the 8
th.

  

 

A Persecution is a GIVEN 

 

when (hotan) conveys the idea of at some point in time 

all Christians can expect some kind of persecution b/c 

their righteousness exposes or frustrates the sinful. 

 

Every faithful believer will have some resistance and 

ridicule from the world, while others, for God’s own 

purposes, will endure extreme suffering.  MacArthur  

 

All who desire to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be 

persecuted.  2 Tm. 3:12 



This doesn’t mean we seek it, but neither should we be 

surprised when it comes. While we can’t verify all the 

facts, church history/tradition tells us that the disciples 

fared no better than their leader. Fox’s “Book of Martyrs.  

 

James was beheaded – on his way to his death an 

accuser was so moved by his conviction he repented 

and was beheaded w/ him. Phillip was scourged and 

crucified. Matthew was slain w/ a sword. James the 

Lesser was stoned. Matthias was stoned/beheaded. 

Peter was crucified upside down. Andrew, Thaddeus 

and Simon were crucified. Bartholomew was beaten, 

filleted, crucified. Thomas was speared. John was 

exiled to Patmos, boiled in oil, somehow survived. 

 

Jesus never taught a prosperity gospel but a persecution 

gospel. He didn’t teach following Him was going to be 

a picnic or convenient; rather He taught to follow Him 

would require denying self and taking up your cross.   
 

We have this treasure in jars of clay to show this all-surpassing 

power is from God and not from us. We’re hard pressed on every 

side, but not crushed; perplexed, but not in despair; persecuted, 

but not abandoned; struck down, but not destroyed.  We always 

carry around in our body the death of Jesus, so the life of Jesus 

may also be revealed in our body.  2 Cr. 4:7-10 

 



 B Persecution is a GIFT 

 

Most of us can agree persecution is a given, but to say 

it’s a gift is a stretch. We find it hard to believe we’re 

blessed when people mess w/ us b/c of our faith.  

 

Recently, I was encouraged to pick up a book entitled, 

The Heavenly Man, about a Chinese man who faced 

grave persecution but who stood firm for Christ. Excerpt 

 

Persecution AUTHENTICATES Relationship 

 

If you suffer as a Christian, don’t be ashamed, but 

praise God that you bear his name. 1 Pt. 4:16 

 
Persecution confirms our relationship w/ God. It is a 

certificate of authenticity that people see Jesus in us – you’re 

not likely to face persecution if you stand w/ the persecutors.  

 

Persecution AFFIRMS Reliance 

 

I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, 

so that Christ’s power may rest on me. That’s why, for 

Christ’s sake, I delight in weaknesses, insults, 

hardships, persecutions, and difficulties. For when I am 

weak, then I am strong.  2 Cr. 12:9-10 



Persecution causes us to trust God more. It sifts the 

faithful from the faithless. In suffering, we’re more 

likely to examine our lives and lean on God than we are 

w/out struggle. 

 

Persecution ADVANCES Readiness 

 

Persecution cultivates maturity. One of the best ways to 

grow is to go through grief.  Resistance builds muscle 

and persecution brings maturity in Christ. (See Jm. 1:3) 

 

Persecution AFFORDS Reward 

 

Persecution grants the crown of life.  Sometimes when 

we suffer, all we can do is focus on what’s to come in 

heaven. We may lose everything on earth, but we shall 

inherit everything in heaven.  

 

Don’t at all fear what you are about to suffer. Behold, 

the Devil will cast some of you into prison... Be faithful 

to death, and I will give you the crown of life.  Rv. 2:10 

 

II The REASON for Persecution 

 

'No servant is greater than his master.  If they 

persecuted me, they will persecute you also.  Jn. 15:20 



 A The LIFE We Live   

 

righteousness – refers to living the straight way by 

following in the steps of Jesus.  To be righteous means 

to genuinely look and act like Jesus and for some 

reason, this so upset other w/out Jesus they take it 

out on those who look like Him.  

 

 B The LORD We Love (b/c of me) 

 

If you’re affiliated w/ Jesus, you’ll face persecution b/c 

His life confronts the sin in man – the Christ in you will 

either author resentment or usher repentance.  

 

When a man encounters Jesus, he’ll do one of 2 things. 

Either he must die, or he must put Christ to death.   

 

III The ROUTINE of Persecution 

 

Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you 

and falsely say all kinds of evil against you... Mt. 5:11 

 

 A REJECTION – Intellectual Attack 

 

insults (oneidizo) to denounce or revile – it is more that 

casting insults – it’s to reject and disparage. 



Biblically speaking, it is to openly defame, discredit 

and disparage another person’s beliefs and convictions. 

 

 D  PERSECUTION – Physical Attack  

 

persecute (dioko) to drive away by physical abuse, 

harassment, or unjust treatment. 

 

The world knows of the Christians who were flung to 

the lions or burned at the stake; but these were kindly 

deaths. Nero wrapped the Christians in pitch and used 

them as torches to light his gardens. He sewed them 

into skins of wild animals and set his hunting dogs on 

them to tear them to death. They were tortured on the 

racks, seared w/ hot brass plates affixed to the tenderest 

parts of their bodies.  

 

 B ISOLATION – Emotional Attack 

 

falsely speak (yeudomai) to deceive by lying – to seek to 

turn others against through slander and conjecture. 
 

It is to openly attack to assassinate and injure another 

person – not just trying to discredit or disparage another 

person’s beliefs and convictions but to harm them. 

 



IV The RESPONSE to Persecution 

 

There’s one suitable response to persecution–surrender  

 

If you give God the right to yourself, He will make a 

holy experiment out of you.  Chambers 

 

No man can ever take from you that which you have 

already surrendered. Unknown 

 

It’s in surrendering to Christ we stand the tallest. 

 

We need to be steadfast, immoveable, always 

abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that our 

labor is not in vain.  1 Cr. 15:58 

 

Sing: Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus 


