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Keep the PRIORITIES (part 1)       Sunday AM 

 

I’ll never forget it… It was May 17, 1977 and I was w/ 

my little league team at Atlanta Fulton Co. Stadium 

when my favorite Brave – Biff Pocoroba – came to the 

plate in the bottom of the 9th w/ the bases loaded, (2) 

outs w/ the Braves trailing by a run. Talk about 

pressure! The count ran full and the Braves hopes fell 

on Biff’s shoulders. Expos’ pitcher, Bill Atkinson, after 

several fastballs threw Pocoroba a curve and he gave it 

a poke – its going, going, it’s out of here! W/ the 

pressure of the game on his shoulders, Poc hit a grand 

slam and the Braves won. The entire team met him at 

homeplate while the fans cheered and Chief Knock-a-

homa danced around his teepee. 

 

Obstacles/challenges have an unusual way of impacting 

people. Some people thrive on challenges while others 

wilt under the pressure. The same is true in marriage – 

and all marriages face challenging times. The issue is 

whether your marriage can survive the times of testing 

– and it can if you have your priorities in line. 

 

I’m sure you’re all aware that the institution of 

marriage is in big trouble in the USA!  



Did you know the number of Americans getting 

married has dropped to a 40 yr low? "I do" has been 

replaced w/ "I won't" or "I no longer will."  

 

A study by Rutgers University – the National Marriage 

Project, found that while Americans haven’t given up 

on marriage as an ideal, but they have given up on it as 

a standard of sharing life.  

 

Consider the following: Over the last 40 yrs Americans 

have become less likely to marry w/ fewer of those who 

do marry having marriages they consider to be "happy."  

It’s estimated that after 10 yrs only about 25% of first 

marriages are successful – still intact and happy. 

 

This reminds of the story of the pastor who spoke to 

a group of 4th graders about marriage – he asked, 

"Does anyone of you know what God has to say about 

marriage?" One boy threw his hand up and said, 

"Father, forgive them for they know not what they do."  

 

Can I be frank – marriage is like twirling a baton, 

turning handsprings, or eating w/ chopsticks – it looks 

fairly easy until you try it. 

 



Last week we began a series focusing on the critical 

relationship b/w husband and wife. After looking at 

what it means to keep the promise, today we’re going to 

look at what it means to keep the priorities – how to 

handle life w/in marriage. 

 

Priorities are a funny thing b/c they require you put 

them first. But if you’re going to have a marriage that 

works then you’ll have to get your priorities inline w/ 

God and then allow them to guide you. 

 

Unless the Lord builds a house its builder labors in 

vain. Ps. 127:1 

 

In other words, put God on the throne and do marriage 

His way instead of your way.  The simple truth is good 

marriages don’t just happen; they require hard work. 

Good marriages are built on principle and not just 

passion; and principle requires having right priorities. 

 

Let’s be honest, we tend to seek the easy way and not 

always the right way. Think about it. Did you realize it 

is easier to get a marriage license than it is to get a 

driver’s license? And yet a marriage that crashes and 

burns can be far more devastating than a car accident. 

 



In Scriptures, we find God’s guidelines/principles for a 

healthy marriage.  And contrary to cultural perception, 

God’s principles are never ever outdated…never! They 

are as applicable today as they were in ancient Israel.  

 

Today, I want to turn our attention to a familiar passage 

you might not think was intended for marriage, but 

applies – Exodus 20 and the 10 Commandments. 

 

You shall have no other gods before Me. You shall not 

make for yourself a carved image… You shall not take 

the name of the LORD your God in vain… Remember 

the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. Honor your father and 

your mother, that your days may be long upon the land 

which the LORD your God is giving you. You shall not 

murder. You shall not commit adultery. You shall not 

steal.  You shall not bear false witness against your 

neighbor. You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; 

you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, nor his male 

servant, nor his female servant, nor his ox, nor his 

donkey, nor anything that is your neighbor’s.” 

 

I The 1
st
 Commandment – Be EXCLUSIVE 

 

You shall have no other gods before Me. 
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What is God saying in this commandment?  He wants 

to have an exclusive relationship w/ you. He wants to 

be your one and only and not some flavor of the month. 

 

Every heart has a throne and every throne has a god 

– who or what is on the throne of your life. 

 

As I’ve shared last week from Eph. 5 – for a husband to 

agape love his wife and for a wife to hupotasso submit 

to her husband requires that each of the right God in 

His rightful place on the throne of their lives.   

 

That is, they have a biblical Jesus and not some cultural 

“mush” god who is innocuous, non-offensive, and 

politically correct.  You have a real God who sits on the 

throne of your life and is allowed to direct your every 

decision, attitude, ambition, thought and action.  

 

This truth is applies in marriage too – just as we’re to 

have an exclusive relationship w/ God, so too are we to 

have an exclusive relationship w/ our spouse. 

 

No other earthly relationship should compete w/ our 

relationship w/ our mate – including another man or 

woman, or your kids, hobbies, or employment. 

 



On his 50
th

 wedding anniversary, Henry Ford was asked 

about the secret of his success in marriage? He said, 

“The secret of my success in marriage is the same 

secret I have in business: I stick w/ the same model.” 

 

My wife has no competition. She is my one and only 

and I’m exclusively committed to her for life.  I’m not 

shopping, or window-shopping.  One God.  One wife.  

 

II The 2
nd

 Commandment – No SUBSTITUTES 

 

You shall not make for yourself a graven image – any 

likeness of anything that’s in heaven above, earth 

beneath, or in the water under the earth; you shall not 

bow down to them nor serve them. 

 

God commanded we not worship carved images – He 

doesn’t want us to love a poor a substitute for Him. In 

marriage we shouldn’t have substitutes either. Our 

fulfillment in your spouse and not in some substitute.   

 

A man and his wife were at the mall shopping when a 

shapely young woman in a short, form-fitting dress 

strolled by. The man’s eyes followed her. W/out 

looking up from the item she was examining, his wife 

asked, "So big boy, was it worth the trouble you’re in?" 



Pornography is a substitute. When a person watches 

pornography, they are giving their affection to a poor 

substitute by directing their passion toward an image.  

That is a substitute, and a person is robbing their spouse 

of intimacy that is to be reserved only for them.   

 

Steve and Debbie made an interesting comment worth 

repeating – the reason so many men turn to 

pornography is b/c the pictures never say “No.”  

 

Do not allow any substitute, no matter what it might 

be, to take the place of intimacy w/ your spouse. 

 

III The 3
rd

 Commandment – SPEAK Well 

 

You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in 

vain, for the LORD will not hold him guiltless who 

takes His name in vain. 

 

The idea of this command is that we’d never use God’s 

name inappropriately or haphazardly, but respectfully. 

 

vain – empty of content. The idea is more than just 

using God’s name in profanity; it means not to use His 

name frivolously, insincerely or hypocritically. 

 



We’re to allow God’s name to be revered in our lives.  

We’re to WEAR His name, SHARE His name, and 

BEAR His name in our character and in our actions. 

 

In the context of marriage, I believe the principle we 

could extrapolate is that God wants us to talk to and 

talk about our mate like we would speak of Him. 

 

When we speak flippantly or lightly about someone, we 

erode our respect for that person.  Some people are just 

far too casual in the way they speak of their spouse, and 

it erodes your respect for him or her. 

 

In marriage, few things can affect the relationship like 

words.  Words are containers.  They can contain love; 

they can contain hate; they can contain joy; they can 

contain bitterness. 

 

James says our tongue is like a rudder on a ship that 

directs our lives.  In marriage, your words will give 

direction to your relationship.  Can I be frank, for some 

people, their marriage is on the brink of divorce b/c 

they’re always talking about divorce.  Listen to your 

words to your mate.  Are they negative or positive?  

Critical or encouraging? 

 



Don’t let any unwholesome talk come out of your 

mouths, but only what is helpful for building others 

up according to their needs, that it may benefit those 

who listen… Get rid of all bitterness, rage, anger, 

brawling and slander, along w/ every form of 

malice. Be kind and compassionate to one 

another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God 

forgave you.  Ephesians 4:29-32 

 

IV The 4
th

 Commandment – Spend TIME 

 

Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy.  Six days 

you shall labor and do all your work, but the 7
th
 day is 

the Sabbath of the LORD your God. 

 

Sabbath means an intermission.  It means to put down 

your work and rest.  Holy means to be separate unto 

God.  God says, “If you want a long-term relationship 

w/ Me, then we have to hang together and I want 

special, exclusive time.  I want a whole day.” 

 

In the same way, to have a healthy, growing marriage, 

husbands and wives need time together…special time, 

exclusive time, sometimes extravagant time.  And I 

think we all know that if we don’t schedule it, it will 

not happen. 



Do you know how much time the avg. couple spends in 

a week?  They invest 37 minutes or less in face-to-face 

conversation.  If you were anything like Meg and I, you 

spent a lot more time together in a week than 37 min. 

 

If your marriage is to thrive, it requires that you spend 

exclusive time together.  You can’t build a relationship 

and not spend time together.  But you also need to 

spend time together w/ God. 

 

Couples must do more than hang out, they need to 

worship the Lord together. Talk about spiritual things. 

Pray together about everything including the meals you 

eat. Get involved in a local Bible-believing Church. I’m 

not telling you to never take a Sunday off for vacation, 

but it is critical that you never take a Sabbath off from 

God. Even if you are unable to attend church, take time 

together to worship the Lord and share in His Word. 

 

V The 5
th

 Commandment – Demand HONOR 

 

Honor your father and your mother, that your days may 

be long upon the land which the LORD your God is 

giving you. 

 
honor – to give one their rightful place w/ grateful respect 



In this command, God is saying we are to be grateful 

giving our parents the respect that is due them b/c of 

who they are, the position God has given them in our 

lives and all that they have done for us.  

 

How sharper than a serpent’s tooth it is to have a 

thankless child. Shakespeare 

 

In other words, it is very difficult to have a relationship 

w/ an ungrateful, selfish person. 

 

Can I just tell you – there’s but one thing more tragic 

than an ungrateful child – an ungrateful spouse! 

 

“Thank you” is a vital phrase w/in marriage.  It’s so 

difficult to live w/ someone who takes you and all of 

your efforts for granted. 

 

When was the last time you told your spouse thank 

you?  When was the last time you sent a text, email, or 

card to express your gratitude to you mate? 

 

Jesus said, “Out of the abundance of the heart the 

mouth speaks.”  If it is not being expressed, chances are 

it is not truly there.  Can you take some time today to 

express your gratitude to your spouse for something? 



 


