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Keep the Passion                 Sunday AM 

 

Love Words – www.sermonspice.com 

 

For (4) weeks, we’ve looked at the areas every marriage 

must keep to stay out of marital foreclosure. We’ve 

discussed keeping the promise, keeping the priority and 

keeping the peace. As we conclude our series, we’re 

going to talk about what it means to keep the passion. 

 

In a relationship, passion is the fire and desire you have 

for your mate. It’s the fuel that keeps the motor running 

and the spark that continually lights the fire.  It is the 

source of your relationship that causes you to say to 

your mate, “You COMPLETE Me!” But if you’re not 

careful to fuel the fire, your passion can fade and your 

relationship drift – leaving you wake up one day and 

say to your mate, “You DEPLETE me!” 

 

Man w/ a heart problem. The doctor called his wife in 

and told her that he was in bad shape and would die 

unless she did (3) things: Cooked healthy food, rubbed 

his neck/shoulders to help him relax and be intimate w/ 

him 3x a week. When she came out, her husband said, 

"What did the doctor say?" He said you’re going to die. 

http://www.sermonspice.com/


What can we do to keep the passion alive in marriage? 

This might surprise you, but the Scripture says, “If you 

want to keep the WOW you have to keep the VOW!” 

 

But for Adam no suitable helper was found. So God 

caused the man to fall into a deep sleep; and while he 

was sleeping, he took one of the man's ribs and closed 

up the place w/ flesh. Then the Lord made a woman 

from the rib he had taken out of the man, and he 

brought her to the man. The man said, "This is now 

bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; she shall be 

called 'woman,’ for she was taken out of man. For this 

reason a man will leave his father and mother and be 

united to his wife; they will become one flesh. The man 

and his wife were both naked, and they felt no shame.  

 

Did you see it!  The call.  The call is to be ONE. 

 

one (echad) united in covenant; altogether together. To 

share in a binding promise – a guarantee of faithfulness.  

It is to share life together united in spiritually, 

emotionally, intellectually, and physically.  

 

Marriage is two independent people, choosing to 

become inter-dependent, and together dependent on 

God. 



I  Keep the Vow of PRIORITY 

 

For this reason a man will leave his father and mother 

and be united to his wife; they will become one flesh. 

 

This 1
st
 half of this verse says if you want to keep 

passion then you’ve got to put your mate the first. 

 

leave (azab) to loosen or relinquish.  Meaning both the 

husband and wife have to relinquish their former lives 

and support system and make each other their top 

priority doing life together. 

 

Next to Christ, your mate is to be first priority. 

 

For many couples this isn’t true. As I sit down w/ 

couples in counseling, the biggest issue I deal w/ is that 

they’ve lost each other in life. Sometimes it’s the job, or 

hobbies, or friends, while most of the time, they’ve lost 

each other to the kids. The kids are a higher priority. 

 

In his book, The Dip, Seth Godin speaks to the expanse 

every relationship experiences after the initial 

excitement wears off and reality begins. The reason so 

many people quit in the dip is b/c that’s when the real 

work begins. They give up due to the alleged distance. 



Marriage Spectrum Diagram – gap due to drift  

 

It’s in the drift of marriage that our priorities and 

decisions will be tested and where we find that the good 

is often the real enemy of the best. 

 

Neglect the rest of the world if you have to but never 

neglect each other. Ann Landers 

 

What’s distracting you from your marital priority? 

Look at your mate – You’re my PRIORITY! 

 

If you want to rekindle your marriage or stoke the 

passion so the fire burns hotter, then make your mate 

your highest priority behind Jesus. What is required – 

your TIME, ATTENTION and AFFECTION. 

 

 A  The TIME Priority 

 

Time is the most important commodity in life – and it 

should be given to those who are most important. 

 

Time is nonrenewable and nontransferable. You can’t 

store it, slow it, hold it up, divide it or give it away. 

You can’t save it up for a rainy day; when it is lost; it’s 

lost forever. If you kill it; it can’t be resurrected. 



One day a wife asked her husband how much he earned 

an hour. He replied, “About $100 an hour.  So the wife 

laid $50 on his desk and asked, “Honey, can you give 

me 30 min. of your time.” 

 

Enjoy life w/ the woman you love all the days of your 

life which He has given to you under the sun; for this is 

your reward in life. Ec. 9:9 

 

enjoy – to cause to see or to make the most of what you 

have been given (to never take for granted but enjoy), 

 

Make time for RECREATION 

Make time for ROMANCE 

Make time for RETREAT 

Make time for RENEWAL 

 

If you want to fan into flame passion in your 

marriage – give your mate the best of your time; not 

the leftovers. 

 

 B  The ATTENTION Priority 

 

Essential to connecting w/ your mate is not just giving 

them your time; it is also giving them the respect of 

your undivided attention. 



1 I’ll LISTEN when you TALK 

2 I’ll SUPPORT when you NEED it 

3 I’ll APOLOGIZE when I’m WRONG 

4 I’ll TRUST you at all TIMES 

 

 C  The AFFECTION Priority 

 

W/out going into detail, the Bible has much to say 

about our physical affection in marriage. 

 

Marriage should be honored by all, and the marriage 

bed kept pure, for God will judge the adulterer and all 

the sexually immoral. Hb.13:4 

 

What is the goal of affection – INTIMACY!  What is 

intimacy? “Into me you see.”  To have intimacy, purity 

must be present.  Purity is essential to intimacy.  Where 

sin lives, intimacy dies; where intimacy lives, sin dies. 

 

Don’t allow the world’s perversion into your bedroom.  

Keep your physical relationship private and pure.   

 

II  Keep the Vow of PURSUIT 

 

For this reason a man will leave his father and mother 

and be united to his wife, they will become one flesh. 



The 2
nd

 half of this verse says if we want to keep the 

passion, then keep pursuing our mate. 

 

By nature we pursue what we don’t have. Think about 

your courtship. You dated, stayed up late talking; you 

put on a full court press to impress. What about now? If 

we put as much effort into growing our marriage as we 

did in wooing our mate, most marriages wouldn’t be in 

the shape they’re in. 

 

cleave (dabaq) Meaning to cling or adhere or to catch 

by pursuit; to be joined after hard pursuit. 

 

The word is used Gen. 29:30 of Jacob and how he 

pursued Rachel by working an additional 7 yrs. to 

satisfy Laban to have Rachel as his wife. 

 

A  The Man’s PRIVILEGE 

 

Guys – I’ve got some news. Just b/c you got her to say 

‘I do’ it doesn’t mean your job is done. 

 

Confused – a man said to his wife, “Why did God make 

you so beautiful yet so dumb?” She said, “He made me 

beautiful so you’d be attracted to me. He made me 

dumb so I’d be attracted to you.” 



In the same way, you husbands must give honor to your 

wives. Treat your wife w/ understanding as you live 

together. She may be weaker than you, but she is your 

equal partner in God’s gift of new life. Treat her as you 

should so your prayers will not be hindered. 1 Pt. 3:7 

 

understanding (kata gnosin)  know your wife! Study 

her. Know what makes her tick. Figure out how her 

mind works. Learn her gifts, desires, hopes and dreams. 

 

  1 She Needs CONVERSATION 

 

It is said the avg. man speaks 12k words a day (usually 

at work) while the avg. woman speaks 25k words.  So 

guys, when you get home, your wife generally has 

unused words she’s waiting to share w/ you pertaining 

to your life together.  If you want her words to you to 

be nice, then you’d better save a few words for her. 

 

  2 She Needs AFFECTION   

 

Guys, this isn’t about physical intimacy – this is about 

honoring her w/ no strings attached and w/ no personal 

agenda in mind – just b/c.  This about the little things 

that say I’m thinking about you and want you to know 

it.  



  

I’m telling you this b/c I don’t want you to be like the 

man who took advice from his pastor to be nice to his 

wife. So one day he came home from work dressed in a 

suit, wearing cologne, w/ a bouquet of flowers and a 

box of candy. Surprised, his wife said, “I can’t believe 

it! Little Jake’s been throwing up; the dishwasher just 

broke; your parents are coming this weekend and 

you’ve come home drunk.” 

 

  3 She Needs SECURITY 

 

While we all enjoy a sense of physical and financial 

security, women tend to thrive in the knowledge that 

their husbands are providing and protecting them.   

 

Guys – it is your privilege and responsibility to 

legally do whatever it takes to care for your bride. 

 

B  The Woman’s PERSUASION 

 

Ladies – I’ve got some news for you. Just b/c you got 

him to ask doesn’t mean your job is done. 

 

 



In the same way, you wives must accept the authority of 

your husbands. Then, even if some refuse to obey the 

Good News, your godly lives will speak to them w/out 

any words. They will be won over
 
by observing your 

pure and reverent lives.
 
Don’t be concerned about the 

outward beauty of fancy hairstyles, expensive jewelry, 

or beautiful clothes. 
 
You should clothe yourselves 

instead w/ the beauty that comes from w/in, the 

unfading beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is so 

precious to God. 
 
This is how the holy women of old 

made themselves beautiful. They trusted God and 

accepted the authority of their husbands.  

1 Pt. 3:1-6 

 

Ladies, this passage says your responsibility inside of 

marriage is to stand w/ God as you stand by your man. 

 

  1 He Needs ADMIRATION 

 

Nearly every man needs to know he is admired, 

appreciated and respected by his wife (and kids).  He 

wants to know that he has value. 

 

 

 

 



  2 He Needs ENCOURAGEMENT 

 

He needs a fan.  He needs someone who will build him 

up and stand w/ him.  He needs someone who will 

gently shoot straight w/ him but not wound him.  And 

he needs this encouragement to come from someone he 

loves and respects b/c of who she is and what she does. 

 

  3 He Needs Physical INTIMACY 

 

Every man is looking for his wife to be beautiful both 

inside and out.  A man needs to be attracted to his wife.  

But ladies, your inner beauty is more important than 

your outer beauty. 

 

Whereas a woman is seeking physical attention, a man 

is seeking much more. Ladies, God wired your husband 

for more than holding hands – if you catch my drift. 

 

So there you have it. To be one requires that you leave 

and cleave.  It requires that a couple lives w/ one 

another in an understanding way. 

 

If you want to keep the WOW – keep your VOW!  


