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I normally don’t like to toot my own horn, but when I was 

in the 2
nd

 grade, I was a great kickball player. Like the 

best player in my school! I was so good at kicking the ball 

my friends called me Rocket-leg! You remember 

kickball? The pitcher rolls a big rubber ball and the person 

at bat takes a running start and BOOM! Kicks the ball and 

runs the bases. I’d have you to know that I got a home run 

nearly every time I kicked. I was so good at kickball I was 

certain I was going to be a pro kickball player when I 

grew up – a star in the NKL. But then one day I had my 

heart broken when my teacher told me there was no 

such thing as a NKL. 

 

I know this might seem strange, but last week we started a 

series of lessons intended to break our misunderstanding 

of what it means to be Christian. To be frank, too many 

church-going people have been grossly misled on what it 

means to know and walk w/ God. It’s my ambition to 

burst our bubbles to bring us face-to-face and heart-to-

heart w/ God. 

 



Last week we began a journey by comparing the 

Christians life to dancing. Several years ago, at a low 

point in my spiritual walk – when I’d lost Jesus at 

church and had become more religious than righteous – 

God stepped in to interrupt my life to re-direct my heart 

to Him and to reshape my understanding of what it 

means to be in relationship w/Him.  And He used a 

dance in the mountains outside of Santa Fe to reset my 

spiritual life – and I’ve never been the same.  

 

We began our journey last week by taking a peek at the 

idea of solitude w/ God. Truth is, many people have a 

great misunderstanding of what a QT is. Often people 

mistake a QT for a time of devotion or prayer. A QT is 

a focused time of contemplation on the divine. It is a 

time to DELIGHT in God, seek His DIRECTION and 

DEVELOP His character. In its basic form, a QT is a 

daily starting point to set your attention, affection, 

ambition and aim on the Lord. It’s a daily time of 

spiritual alignment that carries you in fellowship w/ 

God throughout your day.   

 

Today we’re going to shift our attention to the natural 

response to an intimate walk w/ God. We’re going to 

focus on our highest priority and privilege – worship. 

 



When I say he word worship what comes to mind?  Is it 

a location, an event or a service? If it is, then you’ve 

missed the heart of worship. Worship is a state of being. 

It’s who we are. It’s not an optional exercise – everyone 

worships – every day – someone or something. We’re 

all worshippers. But what are we worshipping? 

 

Sometimes we worship the one true God, while at other 

times we worship the material (sports/cars/people) or 

even the ridiculous – and even pass it off onto God.   

 

In 1977 such a case took place. Maria Rubio of Lake 

Arthur, NM was minding here own business making a 

burrito when she noticed the skillet marks on one of her 

tortillas resembled the face of Jesus. After showing it to 

her family (who agreed), she went to her priest and 

asked him to bless it – and he did! Next she placed it on 

a bed of cotton in a shadow box and put it in a 

renovated utility shack for her friends and neighbors to 

see. W/in a few months, over 8K people had come to 

pay homage to the tortilla at what soon became known 

as the Shrine of Jesus of the Tortilla. Really! And 

everyone agreed it looked like Jesus, except for one 

reporter who claimed it looked like former heavyweight 

boxing champ Leon Spinks. But it didn’t stop people 

coming, w/in 2 years; some 35k people visited.   



People will worship anything and everything – Why?  B/c 

we were created (hard-wired) to worship. We can’t 

help it.  Romans says if we will not worship God that we 

will make something up if we have too. We’ll exchange 

the glory of the Creator for manmade items.  

 

For although they knew God, they neither glorified him 

as God nor gave thanks to him, but their thinking 

became futile and their foolish hearts were darkened. 
 

Although they claimed to be wise, they became 

fools and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for 

images made to look like a mortal human being and 

birds and animals and reptiles.  Rm. 1:21-23 

 
So what is real worship? Quite simply, it is the highest 

privilege and responsibility of every Christian and of 

every church.  It is what we are made to do. 

 

Think about it. God didn’t create man for sin – He created 

Adam and Eve for worship and relationship. But w/ the 

fall came the ability to worship anything but God – and 

we’ve found ourselves in a toggle-war for the soul since.  

 

The highest responsibility of the church and of every 

Christian isn’t to turn the lost into the found but to help all 

people become the worshippers of the one true God – and 



in so doing, the saved worshipper will engage the world 

around him to introduce others to the One true God. 

 

Today I want to change things up a bit.  Art, come up 

here and join me.  Now as Art comes, you need to know 

that what is about to happen has not been rehearsed or 

scripted – in fact, I called about yesterday AM and told 

him what I felt God was compelling me to do – and he 

agreed to join me.  But we are going to have a personal 

and pastoral discussion of worship – and I want you to 

open your hearts to what God might want to say to you. 

 

What is worship?  Worthscipe – ascribing worth. 

 

Talk w/ me about your understanding of personal and 

public worship.   

 

What are the keys to worship?  What does it mean to 

worship in spirit and in truth? 

 

What are the greatest threats to becoming a worshipper? 

 

 

 

 


