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Video: Stewardship 

 

To be Christian requires the H.S. We must walk in the 

H.S. to live an abiding (plugged) or else we live a life 

less than Christian – it’s dance of intimacy w/ God 

effecting every area of the Christians life – stewards.  

 

The concept of stewardship is easily the most essential 

yet misunderstood principle in the Christian life.  Too 

often, people mistakenly couple stewardship w/ money 

management only and have missed God’s intention – 

stewardship encompasses every aspect of life. It 

involves how a person wisely manages their treasures 

(money), time, talents, tongue (words), temple (body), 

and testimony (reputation).   

 

Webster’s defines stewardship as the responsibility of 

managing the assets, affairs, or property of someone 

else.  It is managing something that isn't your own.   

 

The key word is management – we are “managers." 

 

 



Let me explain. If you work for someone, then you’re a 

steward of their business and how you manage your job 

performance will determine their success.  You serve to 

accomplish the mission set forth by the owner. 

 

As Christians we’re stewards.  We’re stewards of Jesus’ 

life and ministry, of His grace, and of His church – 

called to accomplish the Master’s mission. How we 

manage our lives determines the success of God’s plan.      

 

So as we get started, I want to be clear.  We’re all 

stewards and as stewards we’re managers.  And as 

stewards, how we live makes an eternal difference.  

 

To be honest, every sermon I preach is in some way 

related to stewardship. Thus to embark on a single 

message to explain the Biblical idea is next to 

impossible.  So this AM, I’m going to only give you 

God’s big picture. 

 

I Three Foundational Principles of Stewardship 

 

 A The OWNERSHIP Principle 

 

God owns everything; we’re managers of His blessings. 



For some reason this seems to be a hard principle for 

many people to grasp.  They tend to think that b/c 

something is in their possession that it is their 

possession, but that is not true.   

 

Colin illustrated this point for me yesterday. He 

grabbed my drink and began to pour it out as he pleased 

and wouldn’t give it back.  Or try a preschool class. 

 

The world and all that is in it belong to the Lord; the 

earth and all who live on it are his.  Ps. 24:1 

 

To understand the truth of ownership we need to go 

back to the creation story.   

 

In the beginning God created the heavens and the 

earth...  Gn. 1:1 

 

What happened in the beginning?  God created!  And 

b/c He created it – He owns it. The first truth of 

stewardship is simple – God owns everything.  (say) 

 

God owns everything. He owns you. He owns me. He 

owns everything – Why? B/c He made it.  

 



But just b/c God owns everything doesn't mean that it's 

being used the way He intended for it to be used.  It 

depends on how we manage what He has given.   

 

 B The TITHING Principle 

 

Stewardship involves more than your money; God 

wants your hearts. 

 

God is deeply and profoundly in love w/ you and He 

wants to be in an eternal relationship w/ you.  But He 

understands something that we seem to have a 

problem w/ – He knows man’s nature is to love what 

he can possess. 

 

Don’t store up riches for yourselves here on earth, 

where moths and rust destroy, and robbers break in and 

steal.  Instead, store up riches for yourselves in heaven, 

where moths and rust can’t destroy, and robbers can’t 

break in and steal.  For your heart will always be 

where your riches are… You cannot be a slave of two 

masters; you will hate one and love the other; you will 

be loyal to one and despise the other. You cannot serve 

both God and money.  Mt. 6:21-24 

 



Man has a struggle – He likes to store up things on 

earth instead of in heaven.  He wants it now.  To help 

us w/ this struggle, God requires that we tithe. 

 

Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there 

may be food in my house. Test me in this," says the 

Lord Almighty, "and see if I will not throw open the 

floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing 

that you will not have room enough for it.  Mal. 3:10 

 

tithe (first 10
th

) God wants His people to give Him the 

first 10% of their life including your treasures, time, 

talents, tongue, temple, and testimony. 

 

B/c the tithe is a simple reminder.  It reminds us that 

God owns everything and that we are stewards.  That's 

the only reason God gave it.  

 

Remember – God owns it all, thus He doesn’t own just 

the first 10%, He owns 100% – He just lets me live on 

90% of it.  The first 10% is a reminder of where it all 

came from. God is saying, "I just want you to 

remember and never forget that if it weren't for Me 

you’d have nothing.  You could lose it all overnight."   

 



I read about a church that was growing so fast it ran out 

of parking. They went across the street to a supermarket 

that was closed on Sundays and made a deal w/ the 

owner to use his parking lot.  The owner of the market 

said, "You can use the parking lot 51 Sundays out of 

the year, but on the 52
nd

 Sunday, I'm going to chain it 

off."  The church asked "Why?  Why would you let us 

use in 51 times a year and chain it off the 52
nd

?"  He 

said, "B/c I never want you to forget that the parking lot 

belongs to the grocery store, and not the church." 

 

The tithe is God’s reminder that He owns it all and that 

we’re just managers. 

 

In talking about the tithe, Dt. 14:22 says that believers 

are give the first 10% of all of their profits and 

blessings back to Him.  "Be sure to set aside a 10
th

 of 

all your fields’ produce each year."  Why?  Look at the 

last part of v. 23 "... so that you may learn to revere the 

Lord your God always."  That's the purpose.   

 

The purpose of tithing is to teach us to put God first in 

every situation. LB 

 

 



Now as I’ve already stated, stewardship is not solely 

about your treasure (money), it is also about your time, 

talents, tongue, temple, and testimony – and God wants 

the first 10
th
 of every area of your life.  But to be clear 

– the tithe begins w/ your wealth b/c your wallet is 

the doorway to your heart and life.   

 

Remember – Where your treasure is, there will your 

heart be also.  Mt. 6:24 

 

Nonetheless, the tithing of your treasure is the starting 

point of giving.  It is an act of obedience to be brought 

into the storehouse of the local church.   

 

1 It is not a part of the Law.  Gn. 14:18-20 

2 It is a response to faith.  Gn. 28:10-21 

3 It is an act of obedience.  Lv. 27:30 

4 It is more than your finances. Mt. 23:23 

5 It is putting God to the test. Mal. 3:1 

 

 C The TREASURE Principle 

 

The doorway to total life stewardship begins w/ 

managing money. 

 



Upon J.D. Rockefeller’s death, one of the wealthiest 

men to have ever lived, someone asked his accountant, 

“How much did he leave.”  He responded, “All of it!”  

 

You can’t take it w/ you but you can send it ahead. 

 

Give, and it will be given to you; good measure, 

crushed down, full and running over, they will give to 

you. For in the same measure as you give, it will be 

given to you again.  Lk. 6:38 

 

Biblical giving comes in two forms—the tithe and the 

offering.  The principle of tithing begins w/ giving the 

first (10%) of your income to the storehouse while an 

offering is a gift beyond the tithe to the Lord’s work.  

  

Seed Faith is a regular gift of faith placed in the 

offering plate every time it is passed asking for God to 

increase His blessings.   

 

Grace Gift is a one time, or special gift, given to meet 

a specific need of ministry to further God’s work.   

 

Sacrificial Gift is a one time or continual gift that 

requires a step of faith due to the personal cost incurred 

to further God’s work. 



II The PRACTICE of Stewardship 

 

Tithing is a life principle – a voluntary act of faith in 

response to the blessings of God that reveals one’s love 

and trust in God.  It is the best portion of your life that 

helps you keep a proper perspective of God and of life. 

 

 A WHY give? 

 

1 God commands it!       Lev. 27:30 

2 It shows God has 1
st
 place in.    Dt.14:23 

3 It reminds me everything is from God. Dt. 8:18 

4 It expresses my gratitude to God.   Dt. 16:17 

5 Refusing to tithe is robbing God.   Ml. 3:8-10 

6 It is essential to my spiritual growth.  2 Cor. 8:7 

7 It allows God to bless and give to you. Lk. 6:38 

 

 B WHAT do I give? 

 

I should begin w/ the first 10% of every paycheck and 

all I earn.  The Hebrew idea was that a believer give not 

the least and the last, but the first and the best. 

 

Honor the Lord w/ your wealth, w/ the first fruits of 

your crops; then your barns will be filled to 

overflowing and your vats will brim over w/ new wine.  



 C WHERE do I give? 

 

The Bible is crystal clear that God expects the tithe of 

one’s time, talents, and treasures be brought to Him at 

the place where you worship – the local church.   

Storehouse tithing was initiated in the O.T. as the 

people brought their tithe to the house of God – the 

temple.  In the N.T., storehouse tithing is still practiced 

as believers in Jesus are to bring an offering to the 

church in which they worship and are spiritually fed.   

 

I want to give you a warning.  The tithe belongs to God 

– and he requires that we bring it to the place where we 

worship.  If you don’t like what is happening or believe 

that the church is disobeying God, either leave or gently 

confront the issue, but do not w/hold the tithe.  God 

doesn’t take it too well when you steal from Him and 

attempt to hold His church hostage.   

 

 D WHEN do I give? 

 

We are to bring a tithe to the storehouse every time 

we’re paid or earn a profit.  We can bring an offering 

above and beyond our tithe any time the God leads us.   

 



Every Sunday each of you must put aside some money, 

in proportion to what you have earned, and save it up, 

so that there will be no need to collect money when I 

come.  1 Cr. 16:2 

 

 E HOW do I give? 

 

1 Consistently  Give as God blesses you. 

2 Proportionately Give the 1
st
 fruits of your labor  

3 Sacrificially  Sow generously reap generously 

4 Joyfully   God loves a cheerful giver. 

 

III The TITHING Challenge 

 

For those who are currently are not or are unable to 

tithe I want to recommend that you do three things. 

 

 A Financial Counseling from our Financial Team 

 

This team is made up of spiritually mature, financially 

wise business people who love the Lord and want to 

confidentially help you get your finances in order so 

that you can have the freedom to give as the Lord leads 

you.  If you are interested, please call the church office. 

 

 



B Put God to the Test 

 

Try managing your finances God’s way and see what 

happens.  Biblical stewardship is as much how you 

manage the 90% as it is that you give God the 10%. 

Make a commitment to tithe for 3 months and watch 

how God provides. 

 

C Become a Part of the “Plus 2% Club.”   

 

If you’re in such financial straits that you can’t imagine 

how you could begin to tithe, then start w/ 2% or add 

2% to whatever giving level you currently have.  

 

Then every 6 months to a year, increase your giving by 

at least 2% and learn to live at that giving level.  

Increase your giving until you’re at 10% or more! 

 

Biblical stewardship – it’s not just about money, it is 

about your life.  Will you make a commitment to give 

to God the best of who you are including your treasure, 

time, talents, tongue, temple, and testimony. 


