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So take everything the Master has set out for you, well-

made weapons of the best materials. And put them to 

use so you will be able to stand up to everything the 

Devil throws your way. This is no afternoon athletic 

contest that we will walk away from and forget about in 

a couple of hours. This is for keeps, a life-or-death fight 

to the finish against the Devil and all his fallen angels. 

Be prepared. You're up against far more than you can 

handle on your own. Take all the help you can get, 

every weapon God has issued, so that when it's all over 

but the shouting you'll still be on your feet. Eph. 6:10f 

 

Months prior to Dec. 7, 1941 – the Japanese military 

secretly planned/plotted their attack on Pearl Harbor. 

Their reconnaissance was impeccable and their attack 

was near flawless. The key to their attack was simple – 

know your enemy and catch them when they least 

expect it. As we all know from history, the Japanese 

caught the U.S. sleeping and crippled the Pacific fleet.  

  

We’re at war! We’re engaged in a battle against an 

enemy who knows us better than we know him and 

who's waiting to attack us when we least expect him.  



Last week, we began a study on spiritual warfare. 

Today we’re going to continue our study by looking at 

the 2
nd

 most prophesied person in Scripture.  

 

Throughout Scripture, he’s known by many names – 

willful king; little horn; beast; man of perdition; man of 

sin; worthless shepherd; roaring lion; dragon; accuser; 

Beelzebub; Appollyon. 

 

Apart from Christ, this person is the chief character of 

the Bible for w/out him we’d have no idea of the origin 

and phenomenon of evil. We learn in Scripture that he 

is the ultimate deceiver who sole purpose is to oppose 

God, God’s People, God’s truth and God’s salvation to 

try to bring glory to himself as he steals away the glory 

reserved only for God – you likely know him as Satan. 

 

What comes to your mind when you hear his name? Do 

you see a long-tailed, cloven hoofed jester w/ horns in a 

red suit?  Or is your devil more tame who is eager to 

meet your needs by offering horoscopes and Ouija 

boards and a way that satisfies your every want. 

 

Be assured – no matter what Dante, Milton, Goethe or 

even Hollywood say about him – Satan is real, he’s at 

work, and he out for you in his effort to overthrow God.  



To help us gain a better perspective of this cosmic 

battle, we need to move from our Awareness of the war 

to our Adversary in the war – Satan. 

 

I Satan’s ORIGIN 

 

You had everything going for you. You were in Eden, 

God's garden. You were dressed in splendor, your robe 

studded w/ jewels: Carnelian, peridot, and moonstone, 

beryl, onyx, and jasper, Sapphire, turquoise, and 

emerald, all in settings of engraved gold. A robe was 

prepared for you the same day you were created. You 

were the anointed cherub. I placed you on the mountain 

of God. You strolled in magnificence among the stones 

of fire.  From the day of your creation you were sheer 

perfection… and then imperfection and evil were 

detected in you.  In much buying and selling you turned 

violent, you sinned! I threw you, disgraced, off the 

mountain of God. I threw you out – you, the anointed 

angel-cherub. No more strolling among the gems of fire 

for you!  Your beauty went to your head. You corrupted 

wisdom by using it to get worldly fame. I threw you to 

the ground, sent you sprawling before an audience of 

kings and let them gloat over your demise. Ez. 28:12-18 

 

 



 A His PERSON  

 

Before creation, Satan was the highest ranking of God’s 

angelic beings – Lucifer (shining one). He was flawless 

– perfect in his being and exalted in position. As God’s 

creation, Satan was the light bearer for God.  As such, 

he had no natural light of his own but was expected to 

reflect the light and glory of God. 

 

He was adorned w/ the same jewels as found in the 

High Priest’s breastplate – which is a garment to reflect 

the glory of God – giving us insight into his position. 

 

 B His POSITION  

 

Ezekiel says Lucifer was the anointed cherub – cherubs 

are the highest ranking angels given the responsibility 

of covering the mercy seat to protect God’s holiness. 

 

Evidently, God gave Lucifer the role of directing the 

angels in worship to declare that God is holy, holy, 

holy. Some commentators have stated that his role was 

to receive the worship of the angels below him so that 

he could pass it on to God above him. None of the 

adoration he handled was to be diverted from God to 

anyone else – including himself. 



As such, God gave Satan unique access on the holy 

mountain and in the garden where he walked on stones 

of fire – He was commissioned to be in God’s presence. 

Satan (Lucifer) was God’s highest creation given the 

privilege of reflecting God’s glory and protecting God’s 

holiness – and then he stabbed God in the back. 

 

C His POWER 

 

Now it’s vital to note that God wasn’t surprised by this 

action – but allowed it b/c he had a sovereign plan in 

mind that required Satan’s rebellion. But make no 

mistake… he was defeated before his rebellion even 

began. In fact, we learn from Job that as a created being 

Satan is not omnipresent, omnipotent or omniscient – 

he can do nothing unless God allows it.  

 

When God says, ‘Stay’! Satan must stand like a dog by 

the table while the saints feast on God’s comfort.  He 

doesn’t dare snatch even a tidbit for the Master’s eye is 

always upon him.  William Gurnall 

 

But don’t be fooled.  Just b/c Satan is no match for God 

doesn’t mean he’s powerless and no match for you. 

 

 



  1 His AUTHORITY 

 

According to Heb. 2:7, as an angelic being, Satan had 

constitutional authority over man, and Lucifer was the 

crown jewel of the angelic order – created for God’s 

glory – he is the most powerful being in God’s creation. 

 

  2 His EXPERIENCE 

 

As an everlasting being he has power due to his vast 

experience – you’re not the first human he has come up 

against. He has defeated scores of people much smarter, 

stronger and more spiritual than you. 

 

Through the years, he has learned to transform himself 

like a chameleon and master deceiver. He’ll eventually 

in the end even fool the nations. 

 

II Satan’s OFFENSE 

 

From the day of your creation you were sheer 

perfection…and then imperfection and evil were 

detected in you.  In much buying and selling you turned 

violent, you sinned…! Your beauty went to your head. 

You corrupted wisdom by using it to get worldly fame. 

 



In this one comment we discover how sin entered the 

universe – Satan’s beauty, position and power went to 

his head and in pride he attempted to take for himself 

that which belonged to God – he decided that instead of 

reflecting God’s glory and passing on to God the 

worship due Him – he’d steal it for himself. 

 

This raises a theological conundrum. How can an 

unrighteous decision arise out of a righteous being?  

The answer is there is no answer this side of heaven 

other than God in His sovereignty allowed it. What we 

know is that in his self-deception and limited 

understanding, Lucifer took his shot not realizing that 

he was defeated before he even started. 

 

Now before you chide Satan for his choice, you need to 

remember that this is our failure as well. All sin is a 

decision to turn from God to a way that seems right to 

our selves – it is a decision to take the glory that 

belongs to God and to hold on to it for ourselves.  

 

You said in your heart, “I will ascend to the heavens; I 

will raise my throne above the stars of God; I will sit 

enthroned on the mount of assembly, on the utmost 

heights of Mount Zaphon. I will ascend above the tops 

of the clouds. I will make myself like the Most High.”  



 A I will ascend to the heavens… 

 

Satan wants to take God’s place on God’s throne. He 

thinks he deserves being served instead of serving.   

 

 B I will raise my throne above the stars of God… 

 

The stars refer to the other angels. Lucifer wants to 

have dominion over the angels – not delegated authority 

but autonomous power. He wants the other angels to 

bow and worship him. 

 

 C I will sit enthroned the mount of the assembly… 

 

He didn’t just want to rule over the angelic realm but 

over every realm that is subject to the rule of God. 

 

 D I will ascend above the tops of the clouds… 

 

Clouds often refer to the shekinah glory of God. Satan 

declares that he wants to be above the glory of God. 

 

 E I will make myself like the Most High… 

 

This is Satan’s agenda – he wants everything God has 

and is willing to do whatever is not like God to get it. 



III Satan’s OPERATION 

 

How does the devil operate in your life? What is he 

trying to do? Some people think that once you become 

a Christian, the devil doesn’t bother you anymore. He’s 

trying to keep you from becoming a Christian, but once 

you become a Christian don’t you think he takes your 

file out of the filing cabinet and throws it in the trash 

can and says, “I’ve lost that one.” Absolutely not! 

When you become a Christian, he takes your file out of 

the Unbeliever file cabinet and puts it in the Believer 

file cabinet and he merely changes his strategy.  

 

Much of what we learn about Satan’s operation is found 

in the various alias found in the Bible. 

 

  1 Satan     (Adversary/Opposer) 

  2 Devil     (Accuser/Slanderer) 

  3 Apollyon   (Destroyer) 

  4 Lucifer    (Light-bearer) 

  5 Father of Lies  (Deceiver/Trickster)   

 

 A His TACTICS 

 

schemes (methodias) to gain the upper hand by trickery 

and deceit.  Satan uses subtle, crafty methods to trip up. 



So the Bible encourages us, “Be self-controlled and 

alert. Your enemy prowls around like a roaring lion 

looking for someone to devour.” 1 Peter 5:8.  

 

The devil isn’t a lion; he’s like a roaring lion. If you’ve 

seen lions at the zoo, chances are you’ve never heard 

one roar. When lions are ready to pounce on their prey 

they let out a deafening roar so loud it can be heard for 

miles. The effect of this roar is paralyzing to the prey. 

The N.T. is clear, the devil can’t touch us, but he can 

scare us. He loves striking fear. And just as a lion roars 

when it attacks that’s what the devil is trying to do, he’s 

trying to use fear, doubt and discouragement against us. 

 

  1 He TEMPTS 

 

When tempted, no one should say, “God is tempting 

me.” For God can’t be tempted by evil, nor does he 

tempt anyone; but each person is tempted when they 

are dragged away by their own evil desire and 

enticed. Then, after desire has conceived, it gives birth 

to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, gives birth to 

death. Jm. 1:13-15 

 

when - Temptation are unavoidable.  1 Cr. 10:13 says it 

‘common to man.’ Temptations are inescapable. 



tempted – fishing term. It’s the luring of your own 

sinful desires into a trap set by of Satan.  

 

Satan solicits every person to act according to their 

fallen nature.  He glories when our actions reflect his 

evil character. He wants us to act like him by defying 

God so we misuse our humanity to deny God’s glory.  

 

To do this, Satan tries to trick us into believing we 

don’t need God to live and that life only requires my 

self-effort. The last thing Satan wants is for us to live 

under God’s authority and incompliance to His Word. 

Rather, he wants us to trust in our abilities/ingenuity.  

 

  2 He ACCUSES  

 

Not only does he tempt us to sin; he also accuses us of 

being unworthy. The Bible says, “He is the accuser of 

the brethren.” He accuses us before God day and night. 

In Job 1, Satan claims to God that Job is only righteous 

b/c he is the teacher’s pet and God is covering for him. 

Of course, God allows Satan to sift Job. Now don’t 

miss this – Satan thought he had Job – but God knew in 

advance Job would not turn away from Him.  

 

 



  3 He BLINDS 

 

Satan is a liar. He hates the truth so he tries to blinds us 

to the truth. Listen, the devil hates you. Why? He hates 

you, b/c God loves you – and anything God loves he 

hates. The devil doesn’t want you to know God loves 

you so “The god of this age has blinded the minds of 

unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of the 

gospel of the glory of Christ.” (2 Cr. 4:4)  

  

 B His INTENT 

 

A thief comes only to steal, kill, and destroy. John 10:10 

 

  1 PREVENT and PERVERT Salvation 

  2 DISCREDIT and DISABLE Our Witness 

  3 FLUSTER and FRUSTRATE God’s Will 

 

He wants to deflect us from doing God’s will by doing 

our own will which is his will. God’s will is that we 

become just like Jesus reflecting his character and his 

truth – seeking to rescue people from sin and death 

bringing them into the Kingdom of light.  God’s will is 

that we seek to win others to faith, grow them up in the 

faith, and send them out in Jesus’ name. 

 



Satan will use any tactic to distract us from following 

God and get you to start following him.  Ultimately, 

you will either serve his Kingdom or God’s. 

 

Blessed are those who are too tired, too busy, too 

distracted to spend even an hour once a week w/ other 

Christians – they are my best workers. Blessed are 

those Christians who wait to be asked and expect to be 

thanked – I can use them. Blessed are the touchy who 

stop going to church – they are my missionaries. 

Blessed are the trouble makers – they shall be called my 

children. Blessed are the complainers – I'm all ears to 

them. Blessed are those who are bored w/ the minister's 

mannerisms and mistakes – for they get nothing out of 

his sermons. Blessed is the church member who expects 

to be invited to his own church – for he is a part of the 

problem instead of the solution. Blessed are those who 

gossip – for they shall cause strife and divisions that 

please me. Blessed are those who are easily offended – 

for they will soon get angry and quit. Blessed are those 

who don’t give an offering to carry on God's work – for 

in stealing from God you steal for me. Blessed is he 

who professes to love God but hates his brother 

and sister – for he shall be w/ me forever. Blessed are 

you who, when you read this, think it is about other 

people and not yourself – I've got you! 


