
Virus           September 15, 2013 
Envy – Green w/ Envy        Sunday AM 
 
In case you haven’t been here over the past few weeks, 
we’re in a study of what theologians in the Middle Ages 
called the (7) deadly sins. Truth is these so called ‘sins’ 
are actually natural inclinations/dispositions that if left 
unchecked become gateways that lead to a runaway 
life. So far we’ve looked at laziness, lust, anger and 
pride. Today we’re going to examine the virus of envy.   
 
A cursory look into the Bible provides us w/ a plethora 
of envious examples: Cain envied Abel so he killed 
him; Jacob's sons envied Joseph, so they faked his 
death and sold him into slavery; King Saul envied 
David so he threw a spear at him. It’s as if every time 
envy appears in Scripture we see deception, destruction, 
and violence fostered by a jealous sense of entitlement. 
 
But envy isn’t just an issue for the people in the Bible – 
envy is a disease we all have to deal w/ on a daily basis. 
And so we’d all be wise to take note of the words of 
Solomon found in Proverbs 14.  
 
It is healthy to be content, but envy will rot your bones.  

Pr. 14:30 



In other words, envy is a cancer that if left untreated 
will eat you alive from the inside out. 

 
When we think of envy as a color we often think of the 
color green. You’ve likely heard the phrase, “Green w/ 
envy”? Now some people may think they look good in 
green, but you never look good in envy. No matter what 
shade it might be – from lime green to pea green to 
army green – envy is always an ugly gangrene. 
 
To help us to get a grasp on the challenge of envy, I’d 
like for us to reflect on a story Jesus shared in Mt. 20. 
 

“For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who 
went out early in the morning to hire workers for his 

vineyard, He agreed to pay them a denarius for the day 
and sent them into his vineyard. “About 9 AM he went 
out and saw others standing in the marketplace doing 
nothing. He told them, ‘You also go and work in my 

vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.’ So they 
went. “He went out again about noon and about 3 PM 
and did the same thing. About 5 PM he went out and 
found still others standing around and He asked them, 
‘Why have you been standing here all day long doing 
nothing?’ “‘B/c no one has hired us,’ they answered. 

“He said to them, ‘You also go and work in my 



vineyard.’ “When evening came, the owner of the 
vineyard said to his foreman, ‘Call the workers and pay 
them their wages, beginning w/ the last ones hired and 

going on to the first.’ “The workers who were hired 
about 5 PM came and each received a denarius. So 

when those came who were hired first, they expected to 
receive more, but each one of them also received a 

denarius. When they received it, they began to 
grumble against the landowner. ‘These who were hired 

last worked only one hour,’ they said, ‘and you have 
made them equal to us who have borne the burden of 

the work and the heat of the day.’ “But he answered one 
of them, ‘I am not being unfair to you, friend. Didn’t 
you agree to work for a denarius? Take your pay and 

go. I want to give the one who was hired last the same 
as I gave you. Don’t I have the right to do what I want 

w/ my own money? Or are you envious b/c I am 
generous?’ “So the last will be first, and the first will be 

last.”  Matthew 20:1-16 
 
In this story we find the profound affect envy can have 
on our lives. In fact, some of you might even be 
tempted to say the landowner was unfair – but the 
simple truth is that it is not your call.  In considering 
envy, today I want us to understand its cause and curse 
– and help us discover a cure. 



I The CRUX of Envy 
 
Jesus tells us in this story that envy is discontentment 
and resentment at the success and blessings of others. 
 
envy (phthonos) – is jealousy at the success of others or 
happiness at another’s misfortune.  
 
Basil – Grief at your neighbor’s good fortune. 
 
Envy is resenting somebody who has what you want. 
 

For where you have envy and selfish ambition, there 
you find disorder and every evil practice.  Jm. 3:16 

 
disorder – irrational instability – in other words… envy 
rots your reasoning process and leads you into evil.  
 
Take Home Phrase – Envy is a spiritual virus that rots 
your reasoning and ruins your relationships b/c it leads 
you to resent somebody who has what you want. 
 
II The CAUSE of Envy 

 
How does envy get started? How is it planted, nurtured 
and ultimately harvested?   



In Jesus’ story, we find a group of men who felt they 
were being mistreated by the master b/c the guys who 
came after them received the same wages, but Jesus 
said they really were envious of their peers for the 
blessing they received b/c their hearts selfish. 
 
You might think these men had a right to feel as they 
did – but Jesus says otherwise b/c he knew their hearts. 
 
When we’re envious, the battle we’re really engaged in 
is not w/ others but w/ God. We’re resenting God’s 
decision to bless someone w/ something we want or 
think we deserve 
 
Envy is making God’s business our business. You have 
it. God gave it. And I don’t like it – that’s envy.  And 
no one is immune from it.  Consider the Apostle Peter. 
 
I can guarantee this truth: When you were young, you 

would get ready to go where you wanted. But when 
you're old, you will stretch out your hands, and 

someone else will get you ready to take you where you 
don't want to go." Jesus said this to show by what kind 

of death Peter would bring glory to God. 
After saying this, Jesus told Peter, "Follow me!"  Peter 
turned around and saw the disciple whom Jesus loved. 



That disciple was following them. He was the one who 
leaned against Jesus' chest at the supper and asked, 

"Lord, who is going to betray you?"  When Peter saw 
him, he asked Jesus, "Lord, what about him?"  Jesus 

said to Peter, "If I want him to live until I come again, 
how does that concern you? Follow me!"  Jn. 21:18-21 

 
Jesus has just finished forgiving Peter of his betrayal 
and denial and before the conversation is finished, Peter 
is comparing his fate w/ John’s fate. Now if you 
remember, from the very beginning, the disciples were 
always jockeying for position trying to see who was 
going to be Jesus’ main man. At one point, James and 
John mother pleaded w/ Jesus to give her sons the royal 
treatment. Yet here Peter receives the news that he’ll 
one day surrender his life on behalf of following Jesus 
and all he can do is ask, “Well what about John?” 
 
Peter’s envy put himself in a position to make God’s 
business his business by comparing his fate w/ John’s 
faith. So the cause of envy is our inability to trust that 
God knows what He is doing in my life and in the lives 
of others.  
 
 
 



II The CURSE of Envy 
 
Envy is resenting someone who has what you want. It 
looks at someone who beautiful and says how come 
them? At someone who is rich – why not me?  
 

Envy paints the inside of the heart an ugly black. 
 
 A Un-HEALTHY 
 
It is healthy to be content, but envy will rot your bones. 

Pr. 14:30 
 
Think of envy as bone cancer.  Rot means to decay – In 
Hebrew culture life was found in the bones. Envy is a 
slow death of gangrene rotting you from the inside out.   
 

Ø It kills your contentment.   
Ø It slowly siphons the joy out of your life. 
Ø It abducts the ability to enjoy what you have 
Ø It rots your reasoning – ruins your relationship 

  
 B Un-WISE  
 

Resentment kills a fool and envy slays the simple.  
Job 5:2 



Job was the richest man in the world and the object of 
the envy. He lost every thing except his wife, and the 
Bible says she was the only thing worth losing.  
 
Job said, envy is a characteristic of a fool – one who is 
empty headed – and the destination of envy is death. 
 
kill is the word murder. Envy will murder you. It’ll kill 
your reasoning, your relationships and anything 
associated w/ you. In using slay Job placed an emphasis 
on the means of death – envy is a capital offense that 
puts a person on death row.   
 
D.L. Moody told a fable of an eagle who was so 
envious of another eagle that could fly higher than he 
could that one day the bird asked an archer to shoot 
down the high flying eagle. The man said he’d need 
some feathers for his arrow to do it. So the jealous eagle 
pulled one out of his wing. The hunter shot the arrow, 
but it didn’t quite reach the rival bird b/c he was flying 
so high. So the 1st eagle pulled out another feather, then 
another—until he had lost so many he himself couldn’t 
fly. The archer then took advantage of the situation, 
turned around, and killed the helpless bird – if you’re 
envious of others, the one you will hurt the most by 
your actions will be yourself. 



 C Un-LOVING  
 

Love is patient. Love is kind. It does not envy. It does 
not boast.  1 Cr. 13:4 

 
Love looks through a telescope; envy looks through a 

microscope.  Unknown 
 
It’s impossible to envy someone and love them. The 
Bible calls us to love, but w/ envy there’s a problem. 
Envy isn’t just jealousy – it wants to see the demise of 
others so if I can’t have it no one else should h either. 
 
III The CURE of Envy 
 
We learn from Jesus’ story  (3) principles to over-
coming an envious mentality. 
 
 A Forget COMPARISON 
 
The guys in Jesus’ story couldn’t help but compare 
their plight w/ the blessings of the other guys.  But 
comparison always leads either to pride – I am better 
than you; or to envy – I want what you have. 
 



There is a true story behind the 1st hole-in-one on the 
12th hole at Augusta, during the Masters. In 1947, 
Claude Harmon and Ben Hogan were paired together. 
While they were good friends, their personalities were 
worlds apart. Harmon was outgoing and charismatic. 
Hogan was professional and business-like. Harmon had 
the honors that day as they came to the 12th. He stepped 
up to the tee and hit the ball into the cup for the 1st ever 
hole-in-one on that hole.  The crowd went wild. Hogan 
didn’t say a word. No congratulatory shake of the hand, 
no tip of the hat, no acknowledgment of any kind.  He 
simply stepped up to his ball in business-like manner 
and knocked it a few feet from the hole. As they walked 
from the tee to the green, the crowd roared for Harmon. 
When he retrieved his ball from the cup, again the 
crowd cheered. All the while, Hogan was in deep 
concentration, seemingly oblivious to the historic event 
he had just witnessed.  He surveyed his putt, read the 
green, and in typical Hogan manner, stroked the ball 
into the cup for the birdie. As they made their way to 
the 13th tee, the crowd still buzzing from Harmon's 
feat, Hogan finally spoke up. He said, “You know 
Claude that is the first '2' I've ever made on that hole."  
 
 



There is a lesson to be learned from Hogan. We may 
get so caught up in the achievements/blessings of others 
we fail to focus on our own opportunities forgetting to 
strive to achieve all we’re capable of achieving.  
 
Isn't that our problem? From our finite perspective we 
can’t see God's larger picture so we get ensnared in our 
own circumstances. What we need is God’s view.  
 
Envy though, distorts our vision and causes us to 
question our place in life we must comprehend what the 
Father is like and recognize His prerogative.  
Otherwise, we’ll be vulnerable to envy and comparison.  
 

B Forsake COMPLAINING 
 
Complaining compounds envy. It is like throwing gas 
on the fire.  It is allowing the gangrene to spread. 
 
They grumbled b/c they didn’t think it was fair and that 
they deserved better. Listen – griping and complaining 
are the 1st signs of an envious life. If you’ll stop and 
listen to yourself you can determine if your envious. 
 
 
 



 C Follow CHRIST’S INSTRUCTION 
  

Therefore rid yourselves of al malice and all deceit, 
hypocrisy, envy and slander of every kind.  Like 

newborn babies, crave pure spiritual milk, so that by it 
you may grow up in your salvation, now that you have 

tasted that the Lord is good.  1 Pt. 2:1–3 
 
It’s simple – God’s Word in your heart puts your heart 
and mind on notice to the schemes of Satan, the 
inclinations of flesh and the motivations of the world. 
 
 D Find CONTENTMENT 
 
Be content w/ what you were promised. The men 
should have walked up and given the other guys high 
5’s and said, “Good for you.”  We have to learn how to 
replace criticism w/ contentment. 
 

It is better to be satisfied w/ what you have than to be 
always be wanting something else. 

 
To be content, you have to learn to be thankful for what 
you have and to rejoice w/ others in what they have. 
 

Rejoice w/ those who rejoice.  Rm. 12:15 



When your friend drives up in the car of your dreams, 
can you rejoice? When someone you don’t like gets a 
break can you rejoice? You can REJOICE or 
RESENT – but to rejoice is the only godly option. 
 

True satisfaction in life comes not from getting 
something bigger and better, but from learning to enjoy 

what we already have. 
 
In his short story, "The Window," author G.W. Target 
tells of two seriously ill men who occupied the same 
hospital room. The man by the window was propped up 
for an hour each day to drain fluid from his lungs. The 
other man spent his entire time on his back. The two 
men enjoyed each other's company and talked for hours 
about all different types of subjects. During the hour 
one man sat up in his bed, he would describe all the 
things he saw to his bedfast roommate. Each day great 
detail would be given to the activities going on outside. 
He described the park with its lovely lake and grand old 
trees. He would tell of children playing and lovers 
walking through the park outside their window. One 
day, a beautiful parade went by. Even though he 
couldn't hear the music, the man on his back could see 
it all in his mind as his roommate gave exquisite details. 
But somehow, it didn't seem quite fair. Although he 



enjoyed listening to his friend describe the sights, he 
began to grave the view of his comrade. His desire for 
the bed by the window became a consuming 
thought. It even kept him awake at night. Then, in the 
darkness of one sleepless night, his roommate began to 
cough. He was choking on the fluid in his lungs and 
was desperately groping for the button to call for help. 
The covetous roommate could have easily pushed his 
button to summon a nurse, but instead, he watched the 
old man die. The following morning the nurse 
discovered the man's death. The standard procedure 
was carried out and the body was removed. The 
surviving man then asked that his bed be switched so he 
could see out the window. At last, he would have what 
he felt he deserved. Painfully and slowly he struggled to 
prop himself up for that first look at the park. To his 
disappointment, the window looked out to a blank wall. 
The venom of covetousness never achieves fulfillment 
in life. (Laugh Again, Charles Swindoll, 1992, pgs. 50f)  
 
 


