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Hebrews 13:5              Sunday AM 

 

Two weeks ago we embarked on a study concerning the 

family. And as you’re all aware, the modern family is 

under intense stress in our current culture. Quite simply 

– while there’s no greater joy than a being a part of a 

family that works, there are times and situations where 

there is not greater pain.  Family requires work. 

 

Over the past 2 weeks we’ve been looking at some of 

the key components that matter to the family b/c family 

matters! In our 1
st
 lesson we focused on the foundation 

of the family – the relationship b/w husband and wife. 

The conclusion from Scripture is that for a husband to 

love his wife as God intended and for a wife to respond 

to her husband as God intended requires that both 

husband and wife make their priority relationship 

knowing and abiding in Christ. Then last Sunday, we 

were challenged to recognize that God gave us our 

families to be on mission for Him. That literally, our 

priority as a family is not to raise our kids to let them 

loose on society once they’ve graduated from high 

school, but that we’ve been charged w/ raising them in 

the admonition of the Lord and investing God’s heart 

for impacting the world in Jesus’ name. 



I want to look at one of the great blessings/threats to 

experiencing a healthy family life. 

 

Money makes the world go round – and not one of us 

can live w/out it – it’s absolutely essential for existence 

and it’s the one thing we all need and can’t live w/out. 

 

Yet a majority of U.S. homes are being torn apart b/c of 

an inability to manage and talk about money.  Did you 

know that most U.S families (no matter their income) 

live about 10% above their income w/ the avg. family 

$15k in credit card debt  

 

Americans spend 45% of their income on transportation 

and shelter and less than 5% on savings and insurance. 

 

Over 50% of Americans report having less than $5,000 

in savings and investments (w/ 10% having none at all).  

Over 80% of all Americans live paycheck to paycheck. 

So even though Americans are wealthy by world 

standard – a majority of them are broke. 

 

Most families don’t live know how to live w/in their 

means – and it is killing them. Most U.S. families 

manage their income like our gov. – always wanting 

their debt ceiling will be elevated. (Video) 



It appears that in our consumer oriented environment 

we’re being assaulted daily w/ the importance of the 

unnecessary. Most people confess they can’t afford 

the kind of life they would enjoy and neither do they 

enjoy the kind of life they can afford – and this reality 

seems to sabotage the even the strongest of families. 

 

Five Signs to Let You Know You’re Going Broke 

  

American Express asks:  “Leave home w/out it!” 

Your bologna has no first name. 

You clean your house/car in search for change. 

McDonalds supplies your kitchen condiments. 

At Communion – you go back for seconds. 

 

What many people don’t know is financial stress and 

indebtedness is the #1 one cause for marital dysfunction 

and family decay b/c couples don’t know how to 

manage their conflict. Apparently, for too many 

couples, when they said, “Until death do we part” – 

they really meant, “Until debt we do part.”  

 

I want to challenge our thinking w/ regard to how we 

handle finances in our homes and hopefully provide us 

all w/ a few Biblical principles to empower us to honor 

the Lord w/ our wealth. 



Keep your lives free (out of bondage) from the love of 

money (philos – a human affection) and be content 

(completely satisfied) w/ what you have, b/c God says, 

“Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you.”  So 

that we say w/ confidence, “The Lord is my helper, I 

will not be afraid, what shall man do to me.” Heb. 13:5 

 

I A Complex PROBLEM    

 

Now money in and of itself isn’t evil; but the love of 

money (when we live for more money) is diabolical. So 

while money is at the core of our study today, our focus 

is on how it impacts and influences the home. 

 

In the vast majority of homes money is the most 

important issue at hand.  In all likelihood, it is the 

instigator of ¾ of your disagreements in the home and 

has incited numerous other incidents. 

 

B/c either one or both spouses (or kids) have a great 

love for money, or they don’t see eye to eye on how the 

money is to be handled. One spouse is usually the 

spender and the other is the hoarder. One spouse wants 

to live for today while the other wants to live for the 

future.  One spouse controls all the money and the other 

is left to scrounge for pennies. (Story of Allowance) 



The problem isn’t money though – it’s the heart! 

 

Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth where 

moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and 

steal; but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, 

where neither moths nor rust destroys and where 

thieves do not break in and steal. For where your 

treasure is there where your heart be also. Mt. 6:19-21 

 

The heart of the matter is a matter of the heart. 

 

If we want a home that succeeds, then we must get a 

handle on our hearts before we worry about our wallets. 

 

Keep your lives free from the love of money 

 

keep your lives free – imp– we have a responsibility to 

not fall in love or allow money to control us. 

 

love of money – philos – a deep human affection. 

Notice it is not agape (God) love.  It is a human love 

meaning – don’t let money become your god. 

 

It’s called covetousness. We want what we don’t need 

and can’t afford b/c someone else has it or wants it. 



You say, this isn’t really a problem – NO!  That’s why 

children are being beaten up and killed for their shoes.  

That’s why men and women are taking their paychecks 

and instead of paying their bills and providing for their 

families they’re spending the money on lottery tickets. 

 

Do not wear yourself out trying to get rich; have the 

wisdom to show restraint.  Cast a glance at riches, and 

they are gone, for they will surely sprout wings and fly 

off to the sky like an eagle. Pr. 23:4-5 

 

Someone said, “Money talks, I’ll not deny, I’ve heard it 

speak – and every time it says, ‘bye.’” 

 

While we need money to live, we shouldn’t live for it.  

Yet sadly there’s an attitude that believes that since I 

have money, I really don’t need God.  

 

To put your trust in money is to distrust God. 

 

This is one of the biggest reasons why God asks for the 

tithe – b/c he wants us to trust in Him and not in the 

things of this world. Yet He knows that if left to 

ourselves we will allow our hearts to love money more 

than anything in this life.  So what does he do…?  

 



II A Single PRIORITY     

 

…be content w/ what you have 

 

The writer of Hebrews commends us to learn to be 

satisfied w/ what we have and w/ what we need. 

 

It is better to be satisfied w/ what you have than to be 

always be wanting something else. Proverbs 

 

True satisfaction in life comes not from getting 

something bigger and better, but from learning to enjoy 

what we already have. 

 

But godliness w/ contentment is of great gain. For we 

brought nothing into this world and we can take 

nothing out of it. But if we have food and clothing, we 

will be content w/ that.  People who want to get rich fall 

into temptation and a trap and into many foolish and 

harmful desires that plunge men into ruin and 

destruction. For the love of money is the root of all 

kinds of evil. Some people, eager for money, have 

wandered from the faith and pierced themselves w/ 

many griefs. 1 Tm. 6:6-10 

 



Paul explains the key to contentment is keeping our 

need for stuff in perspective. He calls us to remember 

that more will never be enough and the pursuit of it will 

destroy us.  He also reminds us we brought nothing into 

the world and we can’t take it w/ us. He got this. 

 

I am not saying this b/c I am in need, for I have learned 

to be content whatever the circumstances. I know what 

it is to be in need, and I know what it is to have plenty. I 

have learned the secret of being content in any and 

every situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether 

living in plenty or in want. I can do all things through 

Christ who gives me strength. Ph 4:11-13 

 

Paul concludes what we need isn’t the things of this 

world but the presence and power of God. 

 

III A Generous PROVIDER     

 

God says, “Never will I leave you; never will I forsake 

you.”  So that we say w/ confidence, “The Lord is my 

helper, I will not be afraid, what shall man do to me.” 

 

Did you see it?  God tells us that when we have Him – 

He is all we really need b/c He will be faithful to us. 

 



 A God is GOOD 

 

God’s goodness is directly associated w/ His 

sovereignty, but wrapping our minds around the 

sovereign rule of God is difficult. We place such a high 

premium on ownership and individual freedom in our 

culture.  So much so, in fact, it is virtually impossible 

for us to come to grips w/ the reality that we actually 

own nothing while God owns everything.   

 

As a shepherd boy, David brings us face-to-face w/ this 

principle when he wrote – The earth is the Lord’s and 

the everything in it – the world and all who dwell in it. 

For He founded it.  Psalm 24:1-2  

 

Way back in Genesis the O.T. declares to us that 

everything which exists was created by God – and then 

in the closing book of the O.T., God declares that to fail 

to act according to His stewardship principles is more 

than a simple oversight; it is actually robbing Him.  

 

God’s sovereignty means that as Creator and Sustainer 

He both owns and is over all things.  If we grasp this 

truth it will revolutionize how we handle what has been 

entrusted to our care – b/c we are STEWARDS! 

 



 B God is GRACIOUS 

 

Not only is God good, but He’s gracious – He is the 

source of our resource.  He’s our provider. 

 

Anything we have – we have b/c God has enabled us to 

have it. We’ve not obtained our blessings – we have 

what we have b/c He allows it. 

 

Beware lest you say in your heart, “My power and the 

might of my hands have gained me this wealth.  And 

you shall remember that Lord your God, for it is He 

who gives you power to get wealth… Dt. 8:17 

 

 C God is GENEROUS 

 

Read Mt. 6:19-34 

 

III A Few Helplful PRINCIPLES   

 

Do not be wise in your own eyes; fear the LORD and 

shun evil. This will bring health to your body and 

nourishment to your bones. Honor the LORD w/ your 

wealth, w/ the first fruits of all your crops; then your 

barns will be filled to overflowing, and your vats will 

brim over with new wine. Pr. 3:7-10 



A Together – Act Your WAGE 

 

Learn to live w/in your means and be content w/ what 

you have. If you’re unhappy w/ what you have now, 

you won’t be happy w/ more. 

 

Sit down together w/ you family and your Bible and 

discuss your priorities and your values in light of God’s 

plan for your family. 

 

B Together – Put God FIRST 

 

Honor the Lord w/ your wealth, w/ the first fruits of 

your crop. 

 

Stop stealing and tipping and start trusting and giving. 

 

Barna on Charitable Church Giving 

 

8% of Christians tithe their income 

17% of adults claim to tithe but only 3% give. 

29% claimed they believe the Bible commands 

Christians to tithe their income to the church. 

 



The Bible is crystal clear – if you want God to bless 

you give consistently, proportionately, sacrificially and 

joyfully to the Lord thru the local church you attend. 

 

C Together – Budget Your SPENDING 

 

90/10 rule 

 

Put together a spending plan that meets your needs first 

and addresses your wants together. 

 

D Together – Spend the BUDGET 

 

Never purchase big ticket items without praying and 

sleeping on it. 

 

S-A-L-E Wait until it goes on sale even if you need it! 

 

Met your needs before you meet your wants. 

 

Don’t borrow just to borrow.   


