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More Faith – James 1:1-12        Sunday AM 

 

Life is full of paradoxes – a paradox is a seemingly 

contradictory statement or idea that’s in actuality true. Yet 

some of the most vital truths in life are contradictory on the 

surface. They seem like impossibilities, but in reality are 

great truths. Here are a few of life’s most confounding 

paradoxes: 

 

1 The more afraid you are of death, the less you’ll enjoy life  

2 The more you learn, the more you realize don’t you know  

3 The more you argue w/ someone, the less likely you’re 

to convince them of your perspective 

4 The only certainty in life is that nothing is certain 

5 The only constant in life is change 

 

These of course aren’t the only paradoxes in life – in fact, we 

discover in Scripture that Jesus was the Master of paradox.  

 

1 Whoever finds his life will lose it, and whoever loses his 

life for my sake will find it. Matthew 10:39 

 

2 For whoever exalts himself will be humbled; whoever 

humbles himself will be exalted. Matthew 23:12 

 

3 If anyone wants to be first, he must be the very last, and 

the servant of all. Mk 9:35  



4 Give and it’ll be given to you. A good measure, pressed 

down, shaken together and running over, will be poured in 

your lap. For w/ the measure you use, it’ll be measured to 

you. Luke 6:38 

 

And the paradox we’re going to consider for the next several 

weeks – We Become More by Becoming Less.   

 

5 He must become greater and I must become less. Jn 3:30 

 

The book of James underscores the paradox of Less is More. 

James seeks to strip away the pretense to get to the heart of 

what it means to have a genuine faith. His intent is to help us 

discern if our faith is authentic or artificial. He begins by 

considering the paradox of trials. (Read James 1:2-12) 

 

Consider it all joy, when you encounter various trials, 

knowing the testing of your faith produces endurance. And 

let endurance have it perfect result, so that you may be 

perfect and complete, lacking in nothing. But if any of 

you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all 

generously and w/out reproach, and it will be given to 

him. But he must ask in faith w/out any doubting, for the one 

who doubts is like the surf of the sea, driven and tossed by 

the wind. For that man ought not to expect that he will 

receive anything from the Lord, being a double-minded 

man, unstable in all his ways. But the brother of humble 

circumstances is to glory in his high position; and the rich 



man is to glory in his humiliation, b/c like flowering grass he 

will pass away. For the sun rises w/ a scorching wind 

and withers the grass; and its flower falls off and the beauty 

of its appearance is destroyed; so too the rich man in the 

midst of his pursuits will fade away. Blessed is a man who 

perseveres under trial; for once he has been approved, he 

will receive the crown of life which the Lord has promised to 

those who love Him. 

 

trials (peirasmos) action noun – to authenticate by fire; to 

assay. To assay is the process of determining the value and 

strength of a precious metal by putting it to fire to burn off 

and sift away all impurities.   

 

A trial is any difficulty given or allowed by God to mature 

us in our relationship w/ Him. Its purpose is to approve the 

validity of our faith and to turn us to dependence on God.  

 

If a trial takes us from God instead of towards God – then 

our faith might be artificial instead of authentic. 

 

If we’re going to learn through our trials and authenticate 

our faith in Christ, then we’ll need to learn how to EXPECT 

trials, ENJOY trials, and ENGAGE trials. 

 

I EXPECT Trials 

 

Consider it joy, whenever you encounter trials…, 



 A Trials are UNAVOIDABLE 

 

whenever (hotan) not IF (possibility) but WHEN 

(inevitability). We will all have times of testing and they’ll 

come in a variety of shapes and sizes. They can come from 

people, circumstances or mistakes – but they’re coming! 

 

Trials put your beliefs to the fire. You can’t just say I 

believe; you have to exercise your beliefs and apply them to 

in the challenging times of life to confirm they’re not just 

words. God gives us trials to test our faith to see if works.  

 

 B Trials are UNPREDICTABLE 

 

encounter (peripipto) to ‘fall into.” Used of the man who 

was robbed in the parable of the Good Samaritan. He was 

unexpectedly attacked and never saw it coming. Trials can 

come at any time from any direction.  (Bull in the Ring) 

 

The question isn’t how can I avoid trials, by how can I learn 

from them and allow them to achieve their divine purpose? 

 

 C Trials are UNMISTAKEABLE 

 

God authors/allows trials in our lives to TEST us, FOCUS 

us, HUMBLE us, PREPARE us, and EXPOSE us – but the 

biggest reason God allows trials is to help us to ABIDE in 

Him by developing endurance and forging maturity. 



 1 Develop ENDURANCE 

 

you know the testing of your faith develops endurance 

 

endurance (hupomone) hupo – underneath; mone – to 

patiently abide. The idea is trials are intended to bring a 

person under God’s influence and care where they patiently 

wait on and trust Him.  Trials force us to ABIDE. 

 

Insert: LOST/FOUND – Good/God Faith 

 

 2 Forge MATURITY 

 

Endurance must finish its work so that you may be mature 

and complete, lacking nothing. 

 

mature (teleios) perfect in the sense you’re fully developed 

and mature reaching your maximum potential in Christ; able 

to handle all situations as God would have you handle them. 

 

complete (holokleros) meaning whole in all parts or fully 

equipped; it refers to having an undivided heart and an 

unblemished character.  Used of the paralytic in Acts 3 who 

Peter healed.  He was made whole.  

 

Trials are going to happen! While they‘re seldom fun, they 

can’t be avoided or short-circuited – they have to run their 

course to achieve their purpose. How do we enjoy them? 



II ENJOY Trials 
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Consider it pure joy, whenever you encounter trials… 

 

consider (hegeomai) imp. Joy is a choice God demands of 

us in trials. Not fake joy but real soul satisfaction.   

 

James isn’t talking to false happiness or eternal bliss, but of 

genuine joy flowing from an authentic faith. So instead of 

murmuring and complaining about our difficulty, God wants 

us to rejoice and see the positive side He intends for us. 

 

I know what you’re thinking. How can I be soul satisfied 

when life is caving in on me? God didn’t say be happy – He 

said be joyful. Joy is more about perspective than position. 

 

The L.R. and Tonto were camping in the desert. After they 

got their tent up, both men fell asleep. Later, Tonto wakes 

the L.R. and asks, "KemoSabe, look to sky – what you see?" 

The L.R. says, "I see millions of stars." Tonto asks, "What 

that tell you?" The L.R. replies, "Astronomically, it tells me 

there are millions of galaxies and billions planets. 

Astrologically, it tells me Saturn is in Leo. Chronologically, 

it appears to be a 3 am. Theologically, the Lord is all-

powerful and we’re small and insignificant. And 

meteorologically, it seems we’re going to have a nice day. 

What does it tell you Tonto?" It tells me someone stole tent!"   

 



Who or what are you focusing on in the midst of your trial?  

Joy is more about perspective more than position. 

 

Paul said it in another way, Rejoice in the Lord always, and I 

will say it again, rejoice (Ph. 4:4). Return to the source of 

your joy. No matter what’s going on in life – good or bad 

– always return to the Source of your joy. 

 

Why? Happiness is contingent on circumstances, but joy is 

the result of an authentic and active faith in a REAL God no 

matter your conditions or circumstances. 

 

You can be joyful in spite of how painful or difficult your 

circumstances, b/c God is still on the throne and knows who 

you are, where you are, and what you’re experiencing. He is 

still in control and hasn’t lost sight of you or His purposes.  

 

If we value comfort more than character, then trials will 

upset us. If we value the material and physical more than the 

spiritual, we’ll not be able to ‘count it all joy!’ If we live for 

the present and forget about the future, then trials will make 

us bitter and not better.  Wiersbe 

 

So we can’t sit back and hope our trials will go away – we 

have to engage our trials to learn through them so they might 

have their perfect result. But this isn’t human nature. Human 

nature is to run from potential challenges, but in issues of 

faith – God calls us to engage them. James tells us how. 



III ENGAGE Trials 

 

A SEEK God’s Counsel 

 

If any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God, who gives 

generously to all w/out finding fault, and it’ll be given to him 

 

wisdom – not human philosophy or ingenuity but moral and 

spiritual understanding based on a fear of God. Remember – 

The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom.  Pr. 1:7 

 

ask of God – imp. James says handling trials on our own is a 

recipe for disaster. Unless God gives us His wisdom to 

understand and manage the situation, we will always fail. 

 

This is only done by faith in prayer through obedience to 

God’s leading by His Word – not by flesh or human effort. 

We can’t live by sight – only by faith.  And we can’t have 

God’s power unless we’re plugged into to the H.S. This is 

why God allows trials – to force us to depend on Him. 

 

B TRUST God’s Heart 

 

When he asks, he must believe and not doubt, b/c he who 

doubts is like a wave of the sea, blown and tossed by the 

wind. For that man ought not to expect that he will receive 

anything from the Lord, being a double-minded 

man, unstable in all his ways. 



There’s a condition – we must ask in faith believing. If we 

ask but don’t believe that God will provide the wisdom, or 

that His way isn’t the right way, then our actions reveal that 

we don’t possess a genuine faith, but we’re double-minded. 

 

double-minded – wishy-washy; uncertain or wavering. 

Denotes having one’s mind or soul divided b/w God and the 

world – trying to serve two masters.   

 

God gives us trials to complete us – to give us an undivided 

soul. To doubt by living as if God doesn’t know what He’s 

doing or doesn’t exist is foolish and leads to a divided heart. 

 

believe – possessing an unwavering conviction; to know w/ 

certainty – even when God appears silent I’ll trust He is 

good and faithful.  It’s knowing that God is working for His 

good in and through my life even when I don’t understand. 

 

Scratched on the walls of a Nazi prison camp were the 

words, “I believe in the sun even when it does not shine. I 

believe in love even when it is not expressed. And I believe 

in God even when He is silent.” 

 

C ENJOY God’s Blessings 
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Blessed is the man who perseveres under trial, b/c when he 

has stood the test he will receive the crown of life that God 

has promised to those who love him. 



blessed (makarios) same word used in the Beatitudes.  It 

refers to inner joy and soul satisfaction.  

 

But notice that we’re blessed b/c we have determined to 

stand in faith w/ God – and now we’ve experienced firsthand 

God’s power, presence, patience and protection. 

 

stood – to be approved b/c we have passed the test.  B/c we 

have successfully responded to trials trusting in God and not 

in ourselves or others, our faith will be affirmed and we will 

receive an earthly and eternal reward. 

 

crown of life – In Greek/Roman times, a victorious athlete 

received a wreath to adorn their heads to declare to all the 

victory. Our wreath in the faith is eternal and abundant life. 

 

Wrestling was my favorite sport in school b/c:  (1) it was me 

against my opponent – mono-e-mono! There was no place to 

hide and no one to run to your rescue. (2) b/c when you won, 

the celebration of victory was awesome – you were paraded 

to a stand and adorned w/ a medal celebrating your success.   

 

When we respond to God in the midst of trials, He adorns us 

w/ life and salvation bringing to us an unimaginable joy. 

 

Trials are a gift from God to sift and approve our faith, and 

build spiritual muscle, but most importantly, to force us to 

trust in Him w/ all of our heart. 



When we encounter them the goal must not be to avoid them 

or ignore them, but to embrace them w/ joy b/c we 

understand that God is under the hood of our lives tinkering 

to have us run more smoothly for His glory. 

 

A genuine believer isn’t someone who at some point in time 

made a profession of faith in Christ, but is one who actively 

demonstrates an authentic faith by possessing an on-going 

love for God that cannot be damaged or destroyed by 

troubles or afflictions no matter how severe or long-lasting.  

It is a faith that’s faithful no matter how difficult the trial. 


