
More – Less is More          January 12, 2014 

More FORTITUDE – James 1:13-17   Sunday AM 

 

Video: Over the Hedge (Scene 1) Raccoon steals   

 

RJ is about to learn a hard lesson –  

No degree of temptation ever justifies any degree of sin! 

 

We’re in James discussing how less is more when it comes 

to faith so we won’t be fooled into thinking we have genuine 

faith when we really have religion. In James, he is asking – 

How can you tell if your faith is fact or fiction? James 

offers several Pop Quizzes to help us validate our faith. And 

while no one quiz is the determining factor by itself – if you 

compare yourself to the complete test and fail, then your 

faith is false.  

 

Last week looked at how God offers trials as a “Pop Quiz” to 

authenticate our faith by forcing us to depend on Him alone 

by coming under His guiding hand.  James makes the case – 

If you have real faith, when you encounter trials, they’ll 

turn you to God and not from God.  

 

Today we’re going to look at the test of – temptation. While 

God allows trials to mold us, Satan offers temptation to lure 

us from God to himself, yet the real problem in temptation 

isn’t Satan – it is US! We’re lured by our own desires. 



When tempted, no one should say, “I am being tempted by 

God." For God can’t be tempted by evil, nor does he tempt 

anyone; but each one is tempted when, by his own evil 

desire, he is dragged away and enticed. Then, after desire 

has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-

grown, gives birth to death. Don't be deceived, my brothers. 

Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down 

from the Father of the heavenly lights, who does not change 

like shifting shadows.  Jm. 1:13-17 

 

James makes the case that when tempted, if you have 

authentic faith you’ll run FROM sin, but if you have an 

artificial faith you’ll run TO sin.   

 

I The TARGET of Temptation 

 

When tempted… 

 

tempted (peirasmos) interestingly, the word James uses for 

temptation is the same word he used for trials – and while 

they both mean to test by fire – they’re not the same based 

on the author of the peirasmos.  

 

Trials are authored by God for our good while temptation is 

authored by Satan for our harm. Trials occur to draw us 

closer to God while temptations occur to tear and keep us 

from God. Trials are God’s tools to draw us to himself, while 

temptations are Satan’s tools to draw us to him. 



Up until recently, I used to think trials and temptations were 

different sides to the same coin, but they’re actually two 

completely separate experiences for different purposes.  

 

Consider there are (4) voices in our world vying to speak 

into our lives. There’s the voice of God; and then there are 

(3) other voices in cahoots – the voice of Satan (temptation), 

the voice of flesh and the voice of the world.  God speaks 

into our lives, sometimes using trials to draw us closer to 

Him and to bring us into an abiding life where our spiritual 

ears are in tune w/ His voice.  Satan on the other hand, 

speaks into our lives through temptation to prevent us from 

hearing God and to get us to live under his rule. 

 

He does this by targeting/soliciting our natural internal 

inclinations (flesh) to get us to defy God and satisfy our 

selves. He’s seeking to lure us away from God unto himself.  

 

Satan is the master deceiver. 2 Cr. 11:14 says he presents 

himself as an angel of light – getting as close to the truth and 

God as he can w/out being truth so he can distort God’s truth 

and deceive people into believing anything but the truth. He 

uses temptation to draw us from God to himself. 

 

But let’s be clear. Temptation isn’t sin; but the doorway to 

sin. While Satan might be an instigator through temptation, 

he’s not the perpetrator of sin. He can offer the bait, but he 

can’t make you bite. So who can we blame? Not God! 



II The GOODNESS of God 

 

no one should say, "I am being tempted by God." For God 

can’t be tempted by evil, nor does he tempt anyone  

 

Remember when God confronted Adam and Eve in the 

Garden? Eve blamed the serpent and Adam blamed Eve and 

God – “The woman you gave me…”  

 

This is our mode of operation. We always look for someone 

to blame, but we’re the culprits w/ no one to blame but 

ourselves. The key to overcoming is taking responsibility.   

 

 A God is UNTEMPTABLE 

 

can’t be tempted (apeirastos) w/out the capacity to be 

tempted; invincible to an evil assault. God isn’t vulnerable to 

sin b/c He is immutable in His attributes – holy, holy, holy.  

 
Our God takes no pleasure in evil, no evil dwells w/ Him. Ps. 5:4 

 

His holiness is eternally unmixed w/ anything less than pure 

and perfect righteousness.  MacArthur 

 

 B God is UNTEMPTING 

 

B/c God can’t be directly or indirectly connected w/ sin or 

temptation – He can’t tempt anyone to sin. It isn’t w/in Him.  



There is something God can’t do – He can’t tempt you to sin.  

 

God loves you; He doesn’t lure you. He wants to bless you, 

not bait you; He longs to encourage you, not entice you. 

 

So if I can’t blame God or the Devil, who is responsible for 

sin?  Who can I blame for my actions?   

 

Take your finger and point it. Move to point at yourself. 

 
The problem isn’t the tempter w/out but the traitor w/in. MacArthur 

 

III The MISERY of Man 

 

each one is tempted when, by his own evil desire, is dragged 

away and enticed. 

 

evil desire (epithumia) lusts or fleshly desires. Innate desires 

due to having a fallen nature.  I sin b/c I am a born sinner. 

 

Farside Cartoon – Bummer of a birthmark. We’re all born 

w/ the birthmark of a sinful nature. It doesn’t help matters 

that we like to tempt temptation. 

 

Mom finds little Johnny in the pantry and asked, “What are 

you doing?”  He replied, “I’m fighting temptation.” 

 

Note the process – my desires are dragged away and enticed. 



dragged away (exelko) carried away by an inner desire.  A 

hunting term referring to a baited trap used to lure an 

unsuspecting animal. 

 

When Eskimos are forced to deal w/ wolves, they set traps to 

kill the animal. Knowing the wolf’s appetite for blood, they 

take a double-edged knife and dip it into the blood of another 

animal allowing the blood to freeze on the blade. Next they 

bury the knife blade up in the snow so that during the night, 

an unsuspecting wolf will smell the blood and be attracted to 

the situation. On discovering the bloody knife, the wolf will 

begin to lick the blade. As the animal gets a taste of blood 

his instincts take over. Unaware the frozen blood and cold 

blade have numbed his tongue; the wolf licks frantically 

slicing his tongue while drinking his own blood to his death.  

 

This is what Satan does to us. He sets traps of temptation to 

prey on our sinful desires and should we take the bait, before 

we know it we’re in a ‘sin’ frenzy to our own demise. 

 

enticed (deleazo) fishing term describing how a fisherman 

manipulates the bait to lure fish to bite the hook. 

 

I’m not much of a hunter or fisherman, but I know to catch 

prey you have to use the right bait. You set traps that are too 

irresistible for the prey to resist. And appealing to their 

senses, their desire for the bait is so strong it causes them 

to lose all caution, overlook the trap and take the bait. 



This is Satan’s M.O. Knowing our natural inclinations and 

desires, Satan sets traps to prey on our lusts.  He makes sin 

look so attractive that we throw caution to the wind and take 

his bait. But notice – we’re enticed by our own desires. 

 

So what are we to do in the wake of temptation and human 

weakness? To put it into the modern day vernacular – Run!  

Run Forest Run! Run to God.  Turn from sin to God.   

 

No temptation has seized you except what is common to man. 

And God is faithful; he will not let you be tempted beyond 

what you can bear. But when you are tempted, he will also 

provide a way out so you can stand up under it.  1 Cr. 10:13 

 

Leroy Eims has the same strategy for handling temptation as 

he does rattlesnakes – shun and avoid. “You don’t need 

much insight to figure out what to do w/ something as 

dangerous as a rattler. You don’t mess w/ it. Personally, I 

don’t want to be w/in a 100 miles of a rattler, and neither do 

I want to be w/in 100 miles of temptation. 

 

Consider David: In the spring, at the time when kings go off 

to war, David sent out w/ his men and the whole Israelite 

army. They destroyed the Ammonites and besieged Rabbah. 

But David remained in Jerusalem. One evening David got up 

from his bed and walked around on the roof of the palace. 

From the roof he saw a woman bathing. The woman was 

very beautiful, and David sent someone to find out about 



her. The man said, "Isn't this Bathsheba, the daughter of 

Eliam and the wife of Uriah the Hittite?" Then David sent 

messengers to get her. She came to him, and he slept w/ her. 

Then she went back home. The woman conceived and sent 

word to David, saying, "I am pregnant."  2 Sm. 11:1-5 

 

David had a desire for a woman conceived in deception, 

planned in his heart and acted upon in his flesh. And it led to 

death. Here are (4) things we can learn from David: 

   

A Temptation always finds people in the Wrong PLACE 

at the Wrong TIME 

 

When David should’ve been off to war, he took a sick day. 

He set himself up for failure by putting himself in a position 

to sin.  It was conceived and gave birth to an action. 

 

Teenagers – if you don’t want to have pre-marital sex, then 

don’t sit in parked cars or hang out at each other’s houses 

when your parents aren’t around.  Set a standard of 

conduct prior to getting into the situation. 

 

B Temptation always finds people who live w/out 

ACCOUNTABILITY 

 

Who do you have in your life who loves you enough to hold 

you accountable and confront you in times of temptation?   

   



Church history reports a medieval monk who caught his 

friend in adultery. To encourage his friend, the monk had (5) 

monks show this man God’s will by stripping him naked and 

running him through a thistle bush.  A Spiritual Code Red! 

 

C Temptation always finds people who live w/out 

CONCERN or RESTRAINT 

 

What is the purpose of a speed bump or yield sign? It’s to 

slow us down and get us to drive cautiously. We need 

spiritual speed bumps to slow down the temptation we face. 

 

Thy Word I have hid in my heart that I might not sin against 

you.  Psalm 119 

 

God’s Word and H.S. are the great equalizers in this spiritual 

battle – and God has given us everything we need in them.  

  

IV The STAGES of Temptation to Sin 

 

Then, after desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and 

sin, when it is full-grown, gives birth to death. 

 

 A The DESIRE Stage 

  

desire – lust. The rightness or wrongness of lust is 

determined by the why/how something is obtained. 

 



For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust 

of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of 

the world.  1 Jn. 2:16 

 

 Lust of the Flesh  Personal GRATIFICATION 

 Lust of the Eyes  Personal ASPIRATION 

 Pride of Life   Personal REPUTATION 

 

We’re born w/ a natural inclination to sin. By nature we’re 

selfish, self-absorbed beings. But it’s the motivation and 

application of our lust that determines if it is sinful or not. 

 

I could be driving down the street and see a car I’d like to 

own, or a house I’d like to live in, etc. Those desires aren’t 

necessarily evil, but why and how I seek them might be. 

 

 B The DECEPTION Stage 

 

The deception stage is simple.  My flesh craves and my mind 

rationalizes.  The end result is the conception of a sin. 

 

conceived – given life and has started to form and grow. 

 

As w/ human life, sin begins w/ conception. But the 

gestation period likely won’t last 40 weeks – it might only 

take 40 seconds – but life has begun. When desire moves 

from an emotional impulse to a thought lust has conceived 

and is given a life of its own.  



 C The DETERMINATION Stage 

 

In this phase, the mind moves into planning how to satisfy 

its desires.  This stage involves the will.  What has been 

longed for and rationalized has now become a matter of 

choice – I want it and will have it. 

 

 D The DISOBEDIENCE Stage 

 

gives birth to sin – it gives birth to the act. 

 

Once desire has been rationalized and chosen the result is an 

action.  Up and to this point, sin was only in the temptation 

stage and could have been stopped, but once the mind, 

emotions, and will have acted – it is all over but the crying. 

 

The sooner in the process you nip temptation in the bud the 

easy it is to overcome. Conversely, the longer you wait to 

resist, the more difficult it is to overcome the temptation. 

 

 E The DEATH Stage 

 

Despite the hype and the advertising of Satan, sin is only 

enjoyable for a season; then payday comes. Sin always takes 

you further than you want to go, keep you longer than you 

want to stay and costs you more you’re your willing to pay.  

  

The wages of sin is death.  Rm. 6:23 



Sin always results in death. Something dies when sin is born. 

 

Don’t be deceived: God can’t be mocked. A man reaps what 

he sows.  The one who sows to please his sinful nature, from 

that nature will reap destruction; the one who sows to please 

the Spirit, from the Spirit will reap eternal life.  Ga. 6:7f 

 

Whatever you sow you’ll reap a harvest. If you sow sin it’ll 

reap destruction, but if you sow righteousness, it’ll bring life. 

 

We started this AM w/ a clip that portrays the temptation 

process. Poor little R.J. was hungry. His natural instinct was 

to satisfy his desire even though he knew that what he was 

doing was wrong and could get him killed. What’s worse, it 

didn’t just take what he needed, it took it all – including 

those wonderful Spuddies that awoke the bear. 

 

Satan isn’t as gracious as the bear. He’s setting traps waiting 

for you to take the bait so that he can devour your life.   

 

It is only through authentic faith that we can turn from sin to 

God and avoid the perils of sin. So remember – Authentic 

faith runs from sin to God in times of temptation while 

artificial faith runs to sin. 

 


