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More GRACE – James 2:1-13          Sunday AM 

  

Dress Shabby – Enter the room and begin w/ - They say, 

“The clothes make the man.” Do you agree? I’d submit to 

you that it’s not the clothes that make the man, but the 

clothes that form our opinion of the man. 

 

As you know, we’re in a series in James – Less is More.  In 

this series we’re learning how in faith, less is always more – 

as it helps us to determine if our faith is authentic or 

artificial. So far James has taught us that if when we 

encounter trials we turn to God rather than from God, then 

our faith is likely genuine. In times of temptation, he says if 

we turn to sin rather than from sin, then our faith could be 

false. Last Sunday, he explained that when we look into 

God’s Word, if we hear and apply it, then our faith is likely 

authentic, but if we deny it, then His truth is not in us. 

Today, James is going to move to how we treat people. He 

says, true faith has no prejudices, whereas false faith does. 

 

So my guess is that some of you might be struggling w/ my 

attire this AM. I can only imagine some of the thoughts 

running through your minds But let me assure you my desire 

today is to force all of us to face the facts about our faith. To 

be honest, I struggled w/ dressing this way b/c of my own 

traditions and biases, but I was reminded that we can 

never judge a book by its cover or a soul by its clothes. 



But we do. We make judgments on people based on the way 

they dress, the car they drive, the house they live in, the 

color of their skin, the attractiveness of their features and the 

culture they were raised. 

 

To give us perspective on genuine faith, James offers an 

illustration of (2) men who visit a church. The 1st man pulled 

up in a jag, was dressed to the nines and adorned w/ fine 

jewelry. The other man looks like he shops at Good Will or 

Dumpster Dan’s. The usher greets the rich guy and escorts 

him to the front to introduce him to the pastor, and then seats 

him in the best seat in the house. But to the 2nd guy, he tells 

him to sit at his feet so that he can keep an eye on him.” 

 

I call this the story that hurts b/c while it may be a little 

exaggerated it comes way too close to what happens in far 

too many churches. Even in our casual, accepting church, we 

can find it easier to be accepting of the people who look like 

us rather than of people who look different from us. 

 

James is making the case that the way we behave 

towards others is nothing more than an indication of 

what we really believe about God. 

 

I The INDESCRETION       v. 1 

 

My brothers, as believers in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ, 

don't show favoritism. 



James addresses what I believe has become a great sin 

threatening the modern church – showing FAVORITISM – 

having a bias or prejudice towards others. 

 

 A The INSULT 

 

favoritism (prosopolempsia) to lift one’s face w/ the 

intention of prejudging them based on outward appearances. 

It refers to forming an opinion w/out having the facts. It’s 

discriminating against someone b/c of external reasons such 

as wealth, birthplace, race or appearance. 

 

As far as we know, this word is only used in Christian 

writings perhaps b/c showing partiality was such an accepted 

part of ancient society much like it is today. But it’s never 

acceptable to God.  James is telling us that there’s no place 

in a Christian’s life for partiality – it’s sinful and disgraceful. 

 

In some quarters, if some good brother doesn’t get called on 

to pray or sing a song at least once every Sunday he’s 

incensed. He’s given preferential treatment b/c he has a good 

voice or is a good prayer’. In other places some good brother 

always sees to it that he slips the pastor a little money as he 

leaves the church. Of course, he expects preferential 

treatment in return. Others become some sort of a landmark 

in the church, an old war-horse, and expect preferential 

treatment. They think b/c of their tenure and past labor 

they’ve become the foundation for what happens in the 



future and that others are obligated to run every decision 

through them. But it’s a sin unto God for a person to labor 

and then expect to be given preferential treatment the rest of 

their life. Churches are divided and broken by people who 

will not accept change and new people into the fellowship 

b/c their seat of power is being threatened. But no one, for 

race, wealth, tenure or up-bringing shall have reason to reject 

another w/in the family of God. 

 

 B The ISSUE 

 

The issue is that showing favoritism or partiality is not the 

character and activity of Christ but the sin of the Pharisees. 

 

In Christ we find no partiality. He came for all men. Jesus 

had no biases – HE IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY 

SAVIOR!  And He calls us to be like him.  

 

In his autobiography, Gandhi wrote that during his student 

days he read the Gospels and considered converting to 

Christianity. He believed he found a solution to the caste 

system dividing his people in the teachings of Jesus. So one 

Sunday he attended services at a nearby church hoping to 

talk w/ the minister about becoming a Christian. When he 

entered the church, however, an usher refused to give him a 

seat suggesting he worship w/ his own people. Gandhi left 

the church never to return saying, “If Christians have caste 

differences too then I might as well remain a Hindu.”  



Here is the simple truth: You can’t judge a book by its cover 

or a soul by his appearance. If we could, then Samuel 

would have missed David.  Do you remember the story? 

 

Samuel was one of the great prophets of the O.T., and when 

King Saul turned from God’s ways, God had Samuel go and 

anoint one of Jesse’s sons to be the next King. Sam shows up 

and Jesse parades his sons like it’s a beauty pageant. Sam 

was pretty keen on the big strong strapping Eliab saying, 

"Surely this one is the Lord’s anointed."  But he was not! 

 

The Lord said to Samuel, "Don’t consider his appearance or 

his height, for I have rejected him. The Lord doesn’t look at 

the things man looks at. Man looks at the outward 

appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart.  1 Sm. 16 

 

II The ILLUSTRATION      v. 2-4 

 

Suppose a man comes into your meeting wearing a gold ring 

and fine clothes, and a poor man in shabby clothes also 

comes in. If you show special attention to the man wearing 

fine clothes and say, "Here's a good seat for you," but say to 

the poor man, "You stand there" or "Sit on the floor by my 

feet," have you not discriminated among yourselves and 

become judges w/ evil thoughts? 

 

 



How does a person show favoritism?  Imagine you’re the 

usher at a worship service and in comes Mr. Have followed 

by Mr. Have-Not.  The former is decked out in fine clothes 

wearing expensive jewelry while the latter is wearing ragged 

hand-me-downs clothes caked w/ dirt.  What would you do?   

 

Two things are clarified in this text: WHAT was done. The 

usher made distinction by discriminating based on 

appearance resulting in exalting one and mistreating the 

other; and WHY it was done; b/c of evil, selfish motives.   

 

 A The CAST 

 

  1 The USHER 

 

The churchgoer – a person likely esteemed in the 

congregation. By the fact that he is serving, he is likely a 

respected leader and a member of tenure. 

 

  2 The RICH Man 

 

gold ring (chrusodaktulios) gold fingered indicating he was 

wearing more than 1 ring. It refers to having much affluence. 

 

  3 The POOR Man 

 

The 3rd man in the story was very poor (a beggar) w/out the 

means of making money.– dependent on others for help.  



shabby (rupara) filthy, smelly and unclean. The man reeked 

of life on the streets.  

 

 B The CRIME 

 

When the two men entered into the synagogue, the wealthy 

man was treated w/ respect and given the best seat while the 

poor man was treated w/ double disrespect and offered the 

space beside the usher’s footstool. 

 

In most synagogues there were but a few benches to sit on – 

perhaps one or two in the front where the Pharisees sat and a 

few more around the walls. Most people either stood or sat 

on the floor. But to require a person to sit on the floor beside 

your footstool to watch over them was to add insult to injury.  

He was being treated as a probable criminal. 

 

evil (poneros) of the (3) words found in the N.T. for evil, 

this is the most severe. It means to intentionally and 

viciously seek to destroy and injury. 

 

Don’t miss this! To discriminate against another person b/c 

of their wealth, race, birthplace, culture or appearance is an 

abomination to God. Such behavior is Christ-less,  faith-

less and only an unbeliever is capable of such. 

 

Sadly, the sin of disrespect/partiality is so prevalent in the 

modern church there’s little to distinguish us from the world. 



I read a story of a woman who wanted to join a fashionable 

FBC but who grew up on the wrong side of the tracks w/ 

little in common w/ the elitist attending the church. Before 

joining, the pastor, under the counsel of some church leaders 

advised the woman to give careful consideration to joining. 

When she returned to join, he required she go home, read her 

Bible and pray for another week before walking the aisle. 

She wasn’t happy about his request, but agreed. The next 

week, the woman could tell she was going to put here off 

another week, so she gave up. Several weeks later, the pastor 

saw her out and inquired why she stopped attending. She 

replied, “Well I did as you required and one day while 

praying, God told me not to worry about getting into the 

church. He said, I’ve been trying to get in for 20 yrs. and still 

haven’t made it. 

  

III The INCONSISTENCY     v. 5-7 

 

Listen, my brothers: Has not God chosen those who are poor 

in the eyes of the world to be rich in faith and to inherit the 

kingdom he promised those who love him? But you have 

insulted the poor. Is it not the rich who are exploiting you? 

Are they not the ones who are dragging you into court? Are 

they not the ones who are slandering the noble name of him 

to whom you belong? 

 

Before we dive into these verses, it’s vital to address what 

James is not saying about wealth: 



 It is not a sin to be wealthy 

 All rich people are not going to hell 

 

Don’t Base Your Eternal DESTINY 

on Earthly DOLLARS 

 

Money isn’t the index of a person’s worth. True wealth is 

anything money can’t buy and death can’t steal. 

 

When a person dies, it is not what he LEAVES behind that 

matters but where he WENT that matters.  Hunt 

 

Don’t Base Eternal DECISIONS 

on Earthly DISCERNMENT 

  

The way we behave toward people is indicative of what 

we believe about God. If we treat people w/ equality and 

eternity in mind pointing them to Christ, then we have 

exhibited the character of Christ.  

 

IV The INDICTMENT      v. 8-11 

 

If you really keep the royal law found in Scripture, "Love 

your neighbor as yourself," you are doing right. But if you 

show favoritism, you sin and are convicted by the law as 

lawbreakers. For whoever keeps the whole law and yet 

stumbles at just one point is guilty of breaking all of it.  For 

he who said, "Do not commit adultery," also said, "Do not 



murder."  If you do not commit adultery but do commit 

murder, you have become a lawbreaker.  

 

In verse 8, James brings us to a crossroad of truth. He 

explains that we’re going to treat other people in one of two 

ways: Either we’ll treat them equally through godliness or 

unequally through ungodliness. We will treat them as God 

treats them or we will fall in line w/ the world and Satan.   

 

keep (teleite) to fulfill; to bring to a place of completeness. 

 

The moment I invited Christ into my life, He took up 

residence in me and entrusted me w/ His love/grace – and he 

placed on me the responsibility of loving others to Him. In 

loving others as Jesus loved me – I am loving God. Showing 

favoritism is the very opposite of God’s love and truth. To 

show favoritism is to reveal that God’s love/truth are vacant 

w/in me – it is an indictment to my lostness and carnality.   

 

V The INSTRUCTION      v. 12-13 

 

Speak and act as those who are going to be judged by the 

law that gives freedom, b/c judgment w/out mercy will be 

shown to anyone who has not been merciful.  Mercy 

triumphs over judgment! 

 

James boils it down to (2) tasks – SPEAK / ACT God’s love. 

 



Let SCRIPTURE Be Your STANDARD 

 

Instead of excusing biases w/ statements like, "That’s just 

the way I am," or “That’s the way I was raised." Allow God 

to change how you think, speak and act toward others by 

living according to His Word. 

   

Let LOVE Be Your LAW  

 

Some of the neediest people typically receive the worst kinds 

of prejudiced responses. Before you respond to others first 

think about how you would want to be treated if you 

were in their shoes. 

 

Let MERCY Be Your MESSAGE 

 

A prejudiced person can’t help but be judgmental. But the 

person who is motivated by the law of love will exude mercy 

in their relationships. It all comes down to this question:  

Will the law of love or the sin of prejudice control your life? 

 

There is a story of an elementary school teacher by the name 

of Mrs. Thompson.  As she stood in front of her 5
th

 grade 

class on the first day of school, she told the children a lie.  

Like most teachers, she looked at her students and said she 

loved them all the same.  But that was impossible, b/c there 

in the front row, slumped in his seat, was a boy named 

Teddy Stoddard.  Mrs. Thompson had watched Teddy the 



year before and noticed he didn't play well w/ the other 

children, that his clothes were messy, that he constantly 

needed a bath, and that Teddy could be unpleasant.  It got to 

the point where Mrs. Thompson would actually take delight 

in marking his papers w/ a broad red pen, making bold X's 

and then putting a big "F" at the top of his papers.  At the 

school where Mrs. Thompson taught, she was required to 

review each child's past records and she put Teddy's off until 

last.  However, when she reviewed his file, she was in for a 

surprise.  Teddy's 1st grade teacher wrote, "Teddy is bright 

w/ a great laugh. He does his work neatly and has good 

manners.  He is a joy to be around." His 2nd grade teacher 

wrote, "Teddy is an excellent student, well-liked by his 

peers, but he is troubled b/c his mother has a terminal illness 

and life at home must be a struggle." His 3rd grade teacher 

wrote, "His mother's death has been hard on him.   He tries 

to do his best, but his father doesn't show much interest, and 

his home life will soon affect him if some steps aren't taken."  

Teddy's 4th grade teacher wrote, "Teddy is w/drawn and 

doesn't show much interest in school.  He doesn't have many 

friends and sometimes sleeps in class."  By now, Mrs. 

Thompson realized the problem and she felt ashamed.  She 

felt even worse when her students brought her Christmas 

presents, wrapped in beautiful ribbons and bright paper, 

except for Teddy's.  His present was clumsily wrapped in the 

heavy, brown paper he got from a grocery bag.  Mrs. 

Thompson took pains to open it in the middle of the other 

presents.  Some of the children started to laugh when she 



found a rhinestone bracelet w/ some of the stones missing 

and a bottle that was ¼ full of perfume.  But she stifled the 

children's laughter when she exclaimed how pretty the 

bracelet was.  She put it on, dabbing some of the perfume on 

her wrist.  Teddy stayed after school that day just long 

enough to say, "Mrs. Thompson, today you smelled just like 

my mom used to and her bracelet is beautiful on you." After 

the children left, she cried for an hour.  On that day, she quit 

teaching reading, writing, and arithmetic.  Instead, she began 

to teach children.  Mrs. Thompson paid particular attention 

to Teddy.  As she worked w/ him, his mind seemed to come 

alive.  The more she encouraged him, the faster he 

responded.  By the end of the year, Teddy had become one 

of the smartest children in the class, and, despite her lie that 

she would love all the children the same, Teddy became one 

of her "pets." A year later, she found a note under her door, 

from Teddy, telling her that she was still the best teacher he 

ever had in his life.  Six years passed before she got another 

note from Teddy.  He then wrote that he had finished high 

school, 3rd in his class, and she was still the best teacher he 

ever had in his life. Four years after that, she got another 

letter saying that while things had been tough at times, he 

stayed in school, had stuck w/ it and would soon graduate 

from college w/ high honors.  He assured Mrs. Thompson 

that she was still the best and favorite teacher he ever had in 

his life. Then four more years passed and yet another letter 

came.  This time he explained that after he got his B.A. 

degree, he decided to go a little further.  The letter explained 



that she was still the best and favorite teacher he ever had.  

The letter was signed, Theodore F. Stoddard, M.D.  The 

story doesn't end there.  You see, there was yet another letter 

that spring.  Teddy said he met a girl and was going to be 

married.  He explained that his father had died a couple of 

years ago and he was wondering if Mrs. Thompson might 

agree to sit in the place at the wedding that was usually 

reserved for the mother of the groom.  Of course, Mrs. 

Thompson did. And guess what?  She wore that bracelet w/ 

the missing rhinestones, and she made sure that she wore the 

perfume that Teddy remembered his mother wearing on their 

last Christmas together.  They hugged each other, and Dr. 

Stoddard whispered in Mrs. Thompson' ear, "Thank you, 

Mrs. Thompson, for believing in me.  Thank you so much 

for making me feel important and showing me that I can 

make a difference."  Mrs. Thompson, w/ tears in her eyes, 

whispered back. She said, "Teddy, you have it all wrong.  

You were the one who taught me that I could make a 

difference.  I didn't know how to teach until I met you." 


