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More PROOF – James 2:14-26                    Sunday AM 

 

I love Cheetos! What’s not to love? These puffy little 

morsels of hydrogenated soybean and corn meal can satisfy 

the more vicious of craving. After all, there’s a micro-

explosion of cheddar cheese in every bit – so they say! 

 

When I see a Cheetos, I’m reminded of James where he begs 

the question – What kind of faith do you have?  

 

Do you have a puffed up faith that’s all volume w/ no 

substance or a faith that works? Do you have a faith that’s 

artificial or authentic? Truth is – it’s too easy for us to 

practice a religious lifestyle that appears to be more than 

what we are. It’s tempting to pretend to be a friend of Jesus, 

when we’re really only an acquaintance. This is what it 

means to have a Cheese Puff Faith – all volume w/ little 

substance. Cheese Puff religionists are puffed up w/ religious 

air who take up space in the church bowl, yet if you were to 

crush them you’d be fortunate to get a teaspoon of substance.  

This is what James 2:14-26 is all about.  

 

Before we go further, let me clear up a misconception. Since 

early Christianity, scholars have had difficulty reconciling 

James’ teachings on salvation w/ Paul’s. Many have held 

James involves works contradicting Paul’s view of grace.  



This was such an issue James almost didn’t make the Canon. 

But what we find isn’t that they stand toe-to-toe fighting one 

another, but back-to-back clarifying saving faith. 

 

Paul says salvation is by grace alone through faith free of 

any effort of man; it’s dependent on Christ’s work on the 

cross alone. Paul opposes the idea of legalism/goodness as a 

means of gaining God’s favor. He says it’s impossible to 

gain heaven by anything other than Christ alone!  

 

As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, 

which you used to live when you followed the ways of this 

world and the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who 

is now at work in those who are disobedient.  All of us lived 

among them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our sinful 

nature and following its desires and thoughts. Like the rest, 

we were by nature objects of wrath.  But b/c of his great love 

for us, God, who is rich in mercy, made us alive w/ Christ 

even when we were dead in transgressions—it is by grace 

you have been saved. God raised us up w/ Christ and seated 

us w/ him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, so that in 

the coming ages he might show the incomparable riches of 

his grace, expressed in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus.  

For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and 

this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— not by works, 

so no one can boast.  Eph. 2:1-9 

 



James isn’t opposed. He’s concerned we don’t fall into the 

fallacy of easy believe-ism – profession w/out change. 

James isn’t focused on the means of salvation, but the result 

and proof of it. He’s determined to distinguish the difference 

b/w dead faith and living faith – or volume vs substance. 

 

I DEAD Faith (Demonic)     v. 11-20 

 

What good is it, my brothers, if someone claims to have faith 

but has no deeds? Can such faith save them? Suppose a 

brother is w/out clothes and daily food. If one of you says to 

them, “Go in peace; keep warm and well fed,” but does 

nothing about their physical needs, what good is it? In the 

same way, faith by itself, if it’s not accompanied by action, is 

dead. But some will say, “You have faith; I have deeds.” 

Show me your faith w/out deeds and I will show you my 

faith by my deeds. You believe there’s one God. Good! Even 

the demons believe and shudder. You foolish person, do you 

want evidence faith w/out deeds is useless? 

 

James asks a hard question: Is your faith dead or alive? In 

vs. 11-20, he explains dead faith is marked by Empty 

Confession, False Compassion and Shallow Conviction? 

 

 A Empty CONFESSION     v. 11 

 

What use is it, my brothers, if someone says he has faith but 

he has no works? Can that faith save him? 



It’s easy to claim to believe in something. The question isn’t 

whether you can claim it, but if your life can back it up. 

 

says – to make a declaration of profession w/out evidence.  

 

I’ve shared w/ you I played high school sports. I could tell 

you about my abilities/awards and you wouldn’t know the 

difference. You’d have to decide if you want to believe me. I 

could tell you I was a state champion wrestler, but if you 

asked me to prove it I’d be in trouble. I don’t have the proof. 

I could prove I was 2nd in the state b/c somewhere I have a 

medal and newspaper article to prove it. 

 

Any faith declaration not resulting in life change and actions 

revealing God’s Word and will is a false claim. It’s more 

than talking the talk, it’s walking the walk.  

 

James says genuine faith isn’t an empty claim; it has an 

accomplice – God-honoring works of service. So just b/c 

you’ve said a prayer, walked an aisle or have been baptized – 

it doesn’t equate to authentic faith. Real faith has real fruit.   

 

It’s faith alone that justifies, but faith that justifies  

isn’t alone.  Calvin 

 

Jesus warned us of people who possess a faulty faith saying 

a person’s faith can be called into question when their 

actions of faith appear to be contrary to God’s Word/will.  



Jesus said – Not everyone who says to me, 'Lord, will enter 

the kingdom of heaven, but the one who does the will of my 

Father who is in heaven. On that day many will say to me, 

'Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and cast out 

demons in your name, and do many mighty works in your 

name?' And then will I declare to them, 'I never knew you; 

depart from me, you workers of lawlessness.'  Mt. 7:22 

 

The criteria for real faith isn’t profession alone but 

profession partnered with performance. 

 

 B False COMPASSION    v. 15-18 

 

If a brother is w/out clothing and in need of food, and one of 

you says to them, “Go in peace, be warmed and filled,” and 

yet you do not give them what is necessary for their body, 

what use is that? Even so faith, if it has no works, is dead, 

being by itself. Someone may say, “You have faith and I have 

works; show me your faith w/out the works, and I will show 

you my faith by my works.” 

 

James says words of concern w/out acts of compassion are a 

2nd strike against those who profess faith but don’t show it. 

So to help us get this, he uses this example to define the 

attitude of faithless profession and to explain that actions of 

compassion correspond w/ authentic faith. 

 



God’s concern isn’t for believers to be the United Way only 

caring for the physical/emotional needs of others. He desires 

we minister to the needs of people to earn the right to meet 

their greatest need – a Savior! 

 

But should we have a dead, superficial faith, then our 

compassion will be uncaring and unnoticeable. 

 

 1 Artificial Faith is UNCARING 

 

go in peace, be warmed and filled – the Greek reveals an 

attitude of sarcasm/total disregard. These people don’t care! 

 

The Good Samaritan – the man who was robbed and left for 

dead was ignored by the religious but aided by the righteous.  

 

Real faith doesn’t walk by or avoid people w/ needs – it does 

what’s necessary to minister Christ to point people to Jesus. 

 

 2 Artificial Faith is UNNOTICEABLE 

 

“You have faith and I have works; show me your faith w/out 

the works, and I will show you my faith by my works.” 

 

show – to exhibit. Not to show for recognition sake, but to 

show b/c it can’t be hidden. Your actions are a natural result 

of a changed life. We don’t serve b/c we’re looking for the 

applause of man; but b/c we’re compelled by Christ w/in. 



Remember 2 Cr. 5:14 – for the love of Christ compels me b/c 

I am convinced that one man died for all. 

 

 C Shallow CONVICTION    v. 19-20 

 

You believe God is one. You do well; the demons also 

believe and shudder. But are you willing to recognize faith 

w/out works is useless? 

 

James speaks to the obvious that many people recognize the 

facts of Jesus, yet are unwilling to submit to Him. Yet saving 

faith does more than concede the truth; it receives and rests 

in it. There’s fruitful evidence to accompany what I say I 

believe. It’s the difference b/w accepting something can 

support you and actually putting your trust in it. 

 

Don’t miss this. James compares such faith w/ that of 

demons. He concludes that a person can be enlightened in 

his mind and even stirred in his heart and be lost. It’s 

possible to acknowledge Christ in your intellect, experience 

Him in your emotions, yet remain unchanged in your will.   

 

II LIVING Faith  (DYNAMIC)   vs. 21-26 

 

Juxtaposed to dead faith is a living, dynamic faith. To help 

understand authentic faith, James offers (2) O.T. examples 

who exemplify that living faith requires Selfless Concession, 

Willing Compliance and Fearless Confidence. 



Was not our father Abraham considered righteous for what 

he did when he offered his son Isaac on the altar? You see 

his faith and his actions were working together, and his faith 

was made complete by what he did. And the scripture was 

fulfilled that says, “Abraham believed God, and it was 

credited to him as righteousness,” and he was called God’s 

friend.  You see a person is considered righteous by what 

they do and not by faith alone. In the same way, was not even 

Rahab the prostitute considered righteous for what she did 

when she gave lodging to the spies and sent them off in a 

different direction? As the body w/out the spirit is dead, so 

faith w/out deeds is dead. 

 

Most of us are familiar w/ Abraham’s story. God formed a 

covenant w/ Abe promising to make him a great nation b/c 

his faith was recognized as righteousness. God made good 

on his promise by giving Abe and his barren wife a son – 

Isaac. But when Isaac was young, God put Abe to the test 

requiring he offer Isaac on an altar. Abe did as he was told 

and God provided a substitutionary sacrifice.   

 

Rahab’s experience in Joshua 2 was quite different, yet no 

less critical to helping us realize genuine faith. Rahab was an 

innkeeper and prostitute in Jericho who took in and protected 

the spies of Israel. Prior to their coming, she had heard about 

God’s power for salvation, and despite her past behavior and 

present influences, she put her faith in God. 

 



Abe was a Jew; Rahab was a Gentile. Abe was a godly man; 

Rahab was a sinful woman. Abe was moral; Rahab was 

immoral. Yet both are found in the Hall of Faith in Heb. 11, 

as God moved greatly thru both of them b/c of their faith. 

 

 A Selfless CONCESSION 

 

Abe offered His only son Isaac to God knowing that Isaac 

was God’s promise to him and the sole opportunity for God 

to make good on His promise to make Abe a great nation 

and yet Abe willingly surrendered the most important thing 

in his life to follow God by laying Isaac on the altar.  

 

Living faith is willing to make needed sacrifices to follow 

God and to meet the needs of others in Jesus’ name. 

 

What about you? What are you willing to surrender to follow 

Jesus? Are you willing to give up your ambitions for His 

call? How about that pet sin? Are you willing to give up 

your favorite hobby or your personal preferences and biases? 

God will require you to surrender anything that has 

become a god or idol before Him?  

 

Rahab, despite having been lost and raised in a pagan 

society, when the opening came for her to show her belief in 

God, she put her life on the line to protect the spies. She 

stood in the gap to honor God. 

 



Are you standing in the gap or standing in the way for God’s 

will and glory? Authentic faith chooses to stand in the gap 

instead of in the way. His will exceeds my will.  

 

 B Willing COMPLIANCE 

 

W/out faith it is impossible to please God.  Hb. 11:6 

 

If we’re going to please God and put a smile on His face, it 

requires a dynamic faith marked by a willingness to trust and 

obey God. It requires compliance to God’s will and Word 

where faith and obedience walk hand-in-hand – you can’t 

have one w/out the other. 

 

The fact Abe took his son, and in obedience, placed Isaac on 

an altar and was about to swing a knife to take his life 

proved his trust was in God. It was then God provided a ram 

in the thicket as a substitute. Abe obeyed b/c he believed. 

 

Rehab exemplifies faith at work w/ obedience too. She 

honored the spies request b/c she believed and was willing to 

follow God’s leading. 

 

Anyone who says they believe/trust God but doesn’t have 

obedience to God’s will and Word is a liar. 

 

If you love me you will keep my commands.  Jesus 

 



Is your life marked by obedience to God’s Word and to the 

prompting of His Spirit, or is it tattered w/ one broken 

promise after another? Living faith believes and obeys; 

dead faith responds only in disobedience.  

 

 C Fearless CONFIDENCE  

 

Living faith has absolute trust in God. It abides in God alone. 

 

Abe had so much faith in God he didn’t question God’s 

agenda even though it was going to require his son and 

didn’t make any earthly sense to him. Abe didn’t understand 

God’s call or appreciate the cost; but he knew God could be 

trusted no matter how high a price was going to be required 

of him.  He was confident God knew best. 

 

Rahab, on the other hand, had nowhere else to turn. In 

considering what little info she had, her faith was huge.   

 

She knew God had given Jericho to the Israelites and that her 

sinful life was about to fall under judgment. Nonetheless, she 

threw herself on the mercy of God and He extended to her 

His grace. God received her trust and service as genuine 

faith and in return, rescued her and her family and then used 

her for His eternal purpose. Not only does she become a 

model of faith, but a direct ancestor to the Messiah. 

 



As you consider the validity of your faith this AM – can you 

recall those precious moments when your beliefs were met 

w/ undeniable sacrifice, obedience and dependence in God?  

It is in the collision of life and faith that we discover not just 

how real God is, but also how authentic our faith is.  

  

Faith – it is either dead or alive. It is either puffed up like a 

cheese puff boasting volume w/out substance – or it is 

oouey, gooey rich and chewy. James says, DEAD faith is 

marked by empty confession, false compassion, and shallow 

conviction; whereas LIVING faith is identified by selfless 

concession (sacrifice), willing compliance (obedience), and 

fearless confidence (trust).  

 

Which kind of faith describes your faith? 

  


