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More WISDOM – James 3:13-18           Sunday AM 

 

How many of you remember Fearless Felix? Felix is the 

guy who made the death-defying jump out of a balloon more 

than 24 miles above the earth? It is said that on his 9 min. 

decent, he hit speeds of 844 mph shattering the sound barrier 

(crazy). Over the years, Felix has made 2,500+ jumps, but 

told reporters this was his last – saying “After doing 

something like this, there’s not much left to try.” 

 

In listening to his interview, I was struck by what he was 

thinking about before he jumped. He said, “When you stand 

there on top of the world, it is quite humbling. You don’t 

think about breaking records or gaining scientific data. The 

only thing you think about is coming back alive. Sometimes 

we have to get really high to see how small we are.” 

 

Most of us will never to do what he did, nor want to – yet we 

need to learn the same lesson. When need to see how big 

God is, so we can be humbled before him. It’s my prayer 

today we’ll go up high to see how small we are before God.  

 

James has often been called the N.T. book of wisdom.  This 

idea is earned b/c of the text we’re going to look at today. 

But as you will see, wisdom is just one more mechanism to 

help us determine if our faith is authentic or artificial. 

 



Who is wise and understanding among you? Let them show 

it by their good life, by deeds done in the humility that comes 

from wisdom. But if you harbor bitter envy and selfish 

ambition in your hearts, do not boast about it or deny the 

truth. Such “wisdom” does not come down from heaven but 

is earthly, unspiritual, and demonic. For where you have 

envy and selfish ambition, there you find disorder and every 

evil practice. But the wisdom that comes from heaven is first 

of all pure; then peace-loving, considerate, submissive, full 

of mercy and good fruit, impartial and sincere. Peacemakers 

who sow in peace reap a harvest of righteousness. 

 

As I reflect on this text, I believe James is asking a simple 

question about how we pursue life. He is asking about our 

decision-making default setting. He is asking if we operate 

our lives based on human logic and ingenuity or under 

the leading and influence of God. 

 

Notice James mentions (2) types of wisdom.  First, is a type 

of wisdom generated by human reasoning and logic. The 

second type of wisdom is authored only by God. Now 

here’s the catch. Each of us will pursue life based on one of 

these two modes of operation. James says – the default of 

authentic faith is it will operate life based on God’s wisdom 

while artificial faith will trust solely in man’s wisdom.   

 

What is your default power source? Under whose power and 

wisdom are you operating? 



To be fair, the wisdom originating w/in man isn’t too 

shabby. After all, God has given man the ability to make a 

way for himself. It is not that man’s wisdom is incapable but 

rather it is limited in scope and inferior to God’s wisdom b/c 

it is incapable of getting a man into the favor of God. 

 

Let me offer a crude example. Take my computer. Inside 

this machine is a limited power source (battery) that has the 

ability to power this device to generate ideas, surf the web, 

and so on. Yet b/c the battery is limited, while it works 

affording me amazing opportunities – it’ll eventually fail. 

Why? B/c it has defined limitation. So too is man’s wisdom. 

While God has granted man the ability to think, reason, learn 

and discover for himself – and even make a way for himself 

– God never intended for man to live independently of Him. 

Yet when we choose to live in our natural, human reasoning 

and ingenuity, we choose to operate in our human limitation. 

 

So let’s be clear. There are but (2) ways to pursue life – 

GOD’s Way or MAN’s Way. We either operate under the 

leading of God’s Word and Spirit or we head out in our own 

human ability and ingenuity. Our natural birth default is to 

pursue life in our humanity; but at salvation, God changes 

our default to live under the influence of His wisdom. 

 

James opens – Who is wise and understanding among you? 

 

 



I The TEST of Wisdom    v. 13 

 

Knowing we live in a time when we have more knowledge at 

our fingertips than ever before – Are we any wiser?  

 

A few years ago, then Google CEO Eric Schmidt said: 

“Every two days we now create as much information as we 

did from the dawn of civilization up until today.” We’re 

literally living in a time when information is exploding and 

immediately accessible on our phones, tablets or computers.  

 

Yet has more accessibility to information made us wiser? 

 

The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom; all those 

who practice it have a good understanding. Ps. 111:10 

 

To fear the Lord is a reference to God’s Truth and a call to 

respect and respond to who He is and what He commands.  

 

To fear the Lord is to recognize your place in the grand 

scheme and accept that you’re the created subject to the 

Creator. If we can get this truth straight, we can begin to 

experience a life under God. Problem is, man’s wisdom 

takes God off the throne and puts self on the throne. Instead 

of living for God, we live for our wants, whims and wishes.  

 

This is why James writes. He’s concerned w/ the authenticity 

of our faith based on our internal operating system.  



Wisdom comes in (2) forms. To the Greeks wisdom was 

purely intellectual – based on theory and speculation 

originating w/in man – something to be talked about but not 

necessarily lived. To the Jews, wisdom carried a deeper 

meaning. It was the application of truth for everyday living. 

It wasn’t something to be discussed; it was truth from God to 

be lived. It is getting God on the throne and the details 

and decisions of your life in orbit around God. (explain) 

 

The proverbs of Solomon son of David, king of Israel: for 

gaining wisdom and instruction; for understanding words of 

insight; for receiving instruction in prudent behavior, doing 

what is right and just and fair; for giving prudence to those 

who are simple, knowledge and discretion to the young – let 

the wise listen and add to their learning, and let the 

discerning get guidance – for understanding proverbs and 

parables, the sayings and riddles of the wise. The fear of 

the LORD is the beginning of knowledge, but fools despise 

wisdom and instruction. Proverbs 1:1-7 

 

Wisdom begins w/ the study and knowledge of God and 

ends w/ living according to His precepts and principles. 

 

The primary emphasis of Scripture is the fear of the Lord. 

Solomon says there are (2) classes of people: those who fear 

the Lord and follow and those who are fools who don’t.  

  



A fool isn’t just someone who is a couple bricks short of a 

load, whose elevator doesn’t go to the top floor, or who is a 

few fries short of a Happy Meal – the fool is the one who 

doesn’t follow God’s ways. He may know the right thing to 

do but does the opposite, or simply does nothing.  

 

No man considers himself a fool, but God says anyone who 

denies His person and authority is foolish. Thus, if you take 

God off the throne and replace Him w/ yourself choosing to 

live by your own ideas instead of God’s leading – then 

you’re a fool. A fool isn’t solely the man who denies God’s 

existence that’s a fool, but also the man who believes in God 

but lives as if God doesn’t exist by disregarding God’s truth 

and living according to the his own reason. How? 

 

Thinking we can have God’s blessings while  

living in disobedience 

 

Do good parents bless disobedience? Not unless they want to 

foster an attitude of disobedience. Neither does God. 

 

Thinking we know better than God when  

faced w/ a life decision 

 

If the Christian life is about knowing God, hearing His voice 

and following His leading, then to hear and ignore Him is 

just as foolish as not believing. We say we believe God is 

sovereign, but then we’re unwilling to follow His leading.  



Thinking we can slip one by God 

when He’s not looking 

 

God’s not on the other side of the world too busy to notice 

what we’re doing or asleep at the wheel. He doesn’t sleep or 

slumber; it’s foolish to think He won’t notice or doesn’t care. 

 

Thinking we can have God’s forgiveness and  

salvation w/out the cross 

 

It’s astounding the number of people who think they can 

earn God’s forgiveness by their goodness? Yet God has 

clearly established the cross as His only provision for grace 

– If I can gain heaven and forgiveness by any means 

other than the cross, then why did Jesus die?  

 

Thinking we can willfully sin w/out consequence 

 

Galatians 6 says every person will reap what they’ve sown.  

To think I can willfully sin w/out consequence is ludicrous. 

 

II The TESTIMONY of Wisdom 

 

Let him show it by his good life, by deeds done in humility 

 

How can a person determine if the wisdom directing their 

life is from w/in or from God? Examine the evidence.  

 



show – to demonstrate through action. Our behavior will 

reveal the wisdom source we use to pursue life. 

 

To help us decide God’s wisdom from man’s wisdom, James 

share (2) lists of traits of authentic or artificial wisdom.   

 

 A HUMAN Wisdom   v. 14-16 

 

Human wisdom originates w/in man instigated by a man’s 

natural inclinations, insights and motivations – it is self-

generated, ingenuity. Such wisdom operates independent of 

God sovereign authority and will. It’s man-ufactured! 

 

  1 The REASONS 

 

But if you harbor bitter envy and selfish ambition in your 

hearts, do not boast about it or deny the truth. 

 

James identifies the key motivation in this form of wisdom – 

envy and ambition. He says the heart of the problem is the 

problem of the heart. Why? Such wisdom is self-centered.  

 

bitter envy (zelon pikros) sharp, zealous jealousy possessing 

no concern for the feelings or welfare of others. It’s purely 

self-centric/self-abased – the philosophy of self-indulgence. 

 

selfish ambition (erithian) a contentious selfish motivation.  

It’s all about me. It’s doing anything for personal gain.   



The word was used of anyone seeking political office for 

power and personal glorification. It’s the pursuit of putting 

self on the throne. 

 

And to add insult to injury, James says such wisdom is 

arrogant and proud of it.    

 

boast (katakauchaomai) a self-centered, indulgent demeanor 

 

Let’s be honest. We live in a time when people will turn to 

anyone or anything to find approval for their decisions in 

life. From astrology to fortune tellers to the next bestselling 

book or even their version of god who is a genie in a bottle – 

people are looking for answers in all the wrong places.  

 

Any life marked by such arrogant self-centeredness 

demonstrates the absence of a saving relationship w/ Christ.  

 

  2 The ROOT 

 

The reason human wisdom is self-indulgent is b/c the source 

isn’t derived from God but from the world, flesh and devil. 

 

Such wisdom doesn’t come from heaven but is earthly, 

unspiritual, and of the devil. 

 

earthly – referring to a wisdom derived from a worldly 

system incapable of seeing beyond human reasoning.   



unspiritual – of flesh. It refers to man’s natural propensities 

impacted by the fall. As a result of the fall, we were all 

corrupted and separated from God unable to be redeemed by 

human actions – and unless redeemed, we’ll be driven by 

fleshly ideas, appetites and emotions absent of God. 

 

demonic – James says the ultimate source of human wisdom 

originates from the hell. It is pseudo-wisdom leading people 

on a wild goose chase down a dead-end street.  

 

  3 The RESULT 

 

For where you have envy and selfish ambition, there you find 

disorder and every evil practice. 

 

The result of human wisdom is broad sweeping disruption 

and confusion leading to rebellion and anarchy. 

 

disorder – instability and confusion leading to anarchy 

 

evil thing (phaulos pragma) phaulos is worthless contempt.  

Pragma (from pragmatic) refers to a thing or event.   

 

Living by human wisdom engages people in worthless 

activity w/ no eternal benefit fostering confusion. To choose 

this lifestyle makes you a dead man walking – a zombie. 

 

 



 B HOLY Wisdom 

 

Juxtaposed to human wisdom is a holy wisdom authored by 

God and marked by several qualities that correspond to the 

abiding life and the fruit of the Spirit. 

 

But the wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure; 

then peace-loving, considerate, submissive, full of mercy and 

good fruit, impartial and sincere. Peacemakers who sow in 

peace reap a harvest of righteousness. 

 

  1 The AUTHOR  

 

from heaven – starts w/ God – refers to a God-inspired life.  

 

Holy wisdom originates w/ God ushering people into a 

relationship w/ Him and authorizing them to serve His 

kingdom under the inspiration of the H.S. 

 

  2 The ATTRIBUTES 

 

Once our vertical relationship is secured, God’s wisdom 

works in the trenches of life revealing Godly qualities. 

 

pure – free of contamination. Not polluted by the world or 

the fallen nature of man. 

 

peaceable – one who is at peace and who ushers peace. 



gentle (epieikes) to temper justice w/ mercy. Not giving 

people what they deserve but going the extra mile to offer 

what they need.  Treating people the way God treats you. 

 

submissive – a person willing to yield to his superiors. It’s a 

man w/ a teachable spirit who is compliant and willing to 

come under God’s authority and truth. The word was used to 

describe a soldier willing to abide under the influence and 

command of his commanding officer. 

 

mercy (splaknon) to feel in your gut – referring to a person 

full of compassion who seeks opportunities to share grace. 

  

fruitful – one known for continually doing good to others.  

 

impartial (adiakritos) One who is unwavering and stable.  

One who is consistent in character and in activity who never 

vacillates b/c they have an undivided heart. 

 

sincere – a man defined by commitment – w/out hypocrisy – 

who doesn’t put on a face or hide behind a mask. 

  

  3 The ACCOMPLISHMENT  

 

Peacemakers who sow in peace raise a harvest of 

righteousness. 

 



Godly wisdom always produces a cycle of righteousness 

that’s planted and harvested in a peaceful, harmonious 

relationship w/ God that continually reproduces itself. 

 

I once read if you took a kernel of wheat and planted it, and 

then planted its fruit over and over for 25 years; there would 

be enough grain to feed every person who has ever lived. 

 

We’re called to take what God has planted in us and give it 

away as often as we can. Our lives and ministry are to 

continually replant the wisdom of God into the souls of 

others for a great harvest of ministry for the kingdom. This 

can only happen when we get off the throne, put Jesus on the 

throne and then live according to His economy. 


