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More CONVICTION – James 4:1-12        Sunday AM 

 

I once heard of a church that experienced a rift b/c of an 

argument that broke out in a S.S. class over whether Adam 

and Eve had navels. The argument erupted into a church split 

w/ one group leaving to start – Navel-ite Baptist Church! 

 

Pastor Jamie told me in his hometown there’s a small 

country church called "New Garden Baptist Church". This 

Primitive Baptist Church is the epitome of a small country 

church: Gravel parking lot, one picnic table under a tree and 

a cemetery next to the church. The church is so Calvinistic 

they only need to meet every other week! One year they 

went through a split over who was responsible for the 

upkeep of the cemetery. A group left only to buy the 

property next to the church and built an identical building 

and renamed the church "New New Garden Baptist Church". 

Not wanting to be confused w/ the new, new church, the 

original church changed their name to the "Old New Garden 

Baptist Church". These two churches still operate 100 yds. 

from each other separated only by the cemetery. 

 

In Mayfield, KY you’ll find Anti-Peg Baptist Church. In the 

late 1800’s (2) church leaders argued over if a peg should be 

placed on the back wall of the church for the pastor to hang 

his hat. But b/c one leader didn’t consult the other and 

feelings were hurt, he started the Anti-Peg Baptist Church! 



Side Story – I heard of a pastor who told the Anti-Peg story 

to his church sharing how silly it was a church would split 

over things as trivial as a peg on the wall. Later he was told 

his church had split a few years prior b/c the pastor moved 

the piano. He said, “I moved it a month ago and no one said 

a thing,” “That’s b/c you moved it back to the right side.” 

 

Conflict is a real problem in our world. Are you aware in 

5,600 yrs. of recorded history there’s been some 15K wars – 

that’s (3) wars for every year of history? War is a reality of 

life! Apparently so is conflict b/w people – even at church! 

And w/ stories like these, is there any wonder the world 

looks at the church w/ such skepticism? There seems to be as 

much conflict w/in the church as there is outside of it! Why?  

 

In James 4, James is going to give us some insight into why 

such things occur. But before we dive into this text, I need to 

reset the stage for what’s happening in James. James is 

addressing a crowd of dispersed people of which most 

believe they have some level of faith which can save them. 

Yet James isn’t so certain – so he offers them a series of pop 

quizzes to affirm if they’re faith is authentic or artificial. 

 

Revisit: (4) types of people in the audience. 

 

The audience James is writing to include these groups. Thru 

(3) chapters, he’s been focused on those whose faith is 

genuine while allowing the people w/ artificial faith to listen. 



But in Jm. 4, there’s an shift in focus. It’s as if James is 

sitting at a table w/ (2) groups of churchgoers – the saved 

and those who think they’re saved. He’s been helping the 

saved people at the table to affirm their walk based on the 

way they handle trials, temptation, God’s Word, etc. He says 

their behavior validates their faith. But now in ch. 4, it’s as if 

he turns to the other group, and despite their regular church 

attendance and faith profession, he says they’re lost! He 

offers (4) reasons. They incite conflict, they’re judgmental, 

they’re defiant and they’re greedy.  

 

You ask, “How can you be so sure they’re lost?”  See v. 8. 

 

Wash your hands, you sinners and purify your hearts, you 

double-minded. 

 

sinner (harmartolos) used exclusively in Scripture to define 

an unbeliever and is never used to refer to a Christian in sin. 

 

double-minded (dipsuchos) divided in heart. It refers to a 

hypocrite who claims to be one thing but lives opposite of 

what he professes. It’s a lost man proclaiming to be saved. 

 

These are good people who think they’re saved, but are 

not. They might be pastors, deacons or long time church 

members, but they’re lost. They’re likely nice people who 

say and do the right things until things don’t go their way – 

then they ignite conflict. James says it is b/c they’re lost.  



In every church there are people who are very religious, but 

who have no interest in God’s will being done. Their focus is 

on protecting their turf and controlling their interest.  

 

So James is going to transition from PROVING faith to 

REPROVING faithlessness. His desire thought isn’t to 

condemn anyone, but to confront everyone.   

 

I The SOURCE of Conflict    v. 4:1-6 

 

What causes fights and quarrels among you? Don’t they 

come from the desire for pleasure battling w/in you? You 

want something but don’t get it so you kill. You covet, but 

you can’t have what you want so you quarrel and fight. You 

don’t have b/c you don’t ask God. When you ask, you don’t 

receive b/c you ask w/ wrong motives, so you may spend 

what you get on your pleasures. You adulterous people, 

don’t you know friendship w/ the world is hatred toward 

God? Anyone who chooses to be a friend w/ the world 

becomes an enemy of God. Or do you think the Bible says 

w/out reason that the spirit he caused to live in us envies 

intensely?  But He gives us more grace. That’s why Scripture 

says: God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble. 

 

Notice where the conflict occurs?  among you – the conflict 

is occurring at church among professing believers.  



Oh how Satan loves to stir up discord in the church to render 

it useless. If he can get us fighting each other, then we won’t 

fight him for the souls of men. 

 

But conflict in the church isn’t and will never be God’s will. 

He wants unity and love in His family. There’s a greater call. 

 

Be always humble, gentle, and patient. Show your love by 

being tolerant w/ one another.  Do your best to preserve the 

unity which the Spirit gives by means of the peace that binds 

you together.  There is one body and one Spirit, just as there 

is one hope to which God has called you. Eph. 4:2-5 

 

African Proverb – When bull elephants fight the grass 

always loses. When churches fight and split – God’s 

kingdom loses and the world plunges deeper into darkness. 

 

So where does the conflict begin? It begins w/in. 

 

 A In Conflict w/ SELF 

 

  1 A Need for Self-GRATIFICATION 

 

Don’t they come from the desire for pleasure that battling 

w/in you? You want something but don’t get it so you kill. 

 

lust (epithuneo) refer to a desire to possess what the flesh 

craves at all cost.  



pleasure (hedonon) hedonism. It’s when a person seeks to 

fill their desires by becoming a friend w/ the world.  

 

James says the source of our conflicts stem from our innate 

human desire for self-gratification. Paul warned of this. 

 

People will be selfish, greedy, boastful, and conceited; 

they’ll be insulting, disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, 

irreligious; they will be unkind, merciless, slanderers, 

violent, and fierce; they will hate the good; they will be 

treacherous, reckless, and swollen w/ pride; they will love 

pleasure rather than God; they will hold to the outward 

form of our religion, but reject its real power. 2 Tm. 3:2-5 

 

  2 A Need for Self-GLAMORIZATION 

 

You covet, but you cannot have what you want so you 

quarrel and fight. 

 

covet (zelon) to want what someone else possesses so others 

will envy you and make you the center of attention. 

 

Ten years ago in Nashville, the news had a story of a man 

who spent $80k on a home entertainment system for the 

Super Bowl. I want others to wish they had what I have. 

 

In church, covetousness typically looks for respect, attention 

and control. It clamors to ‘somebody. 



   3 A Need for Self-GLORIFICATION 

 

You do not have b/c you do not ask God. When you ask, you 

do not receive b/c you ask w/ wrong motives, that you may 

spend what you get on your pleasures. 

 

do not ask – these people don’t think of asking. They think 

they can handle life w/out God. God’s not on their radar. 

 

This goes back to last week. The lost churchgoer operates 

under his own ingenuity and abilities trusting in self. But 

should they ask – it is only to use God for their glory. 

 

But should they ask, it is always w/ wrong motives (kakos) 

they only want to use God to fund further indulgence. 

   

spend (dupanao) meaning to use up or squander. The same 

word is used to describe the Prodigal Son in Luke 15:13. 

 

A boy goes to his dad demanding his inheritance and swiftly 

squanders it in wild living. He makes the mistake of thinking 

friendship w/ the world would satisfy only to realize the 

world will take all you have and leave you broke in a pig sty.  

 

 B In Conflict w/ GOD 

 

James explains the reason these people are so self-centered is 

b/c they’ve never received Christ.  



James says they acknowledge His existence, but they’ve 

never experienced a genuine faith transaction. These people 

want a cardboard Jesus – a one dimensional Savior – 

who’ll look good and feel good, but won’t get in their way. 

They want a band aid Jesus to cover their booboos, but 

they’ve no interest in following Jesus.  Why? 

 

  1 Hatred towards God’s PERSON 

 

You adulterous people, don’t you know friendship w/ the 

world is hatred toward God? Anyone who chooses to be a 

friend w/ the world becomes an enemy of God. 

 

chooses (boulomai) wishes or yearns. The idea is one’s 

desires for the world supersedes his desire for God. These 

are people who choose friendship w/ the way of the world. 

 

James calls such a choice adulterous referring to one who 

violates the marriage covenant by giving themselves to 

another outside of their spouse. He is referring to spiritual 

infidelity, where a person claims to have an intimate 

relationship w/ God, but in actuality is intimate w/ the world.  

 

Don’t love the world or anything in the world. If anyone 

loves the world, the love of the Father isn’t in him. For all 

that’s in the world, the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, 

and the pride of life isn’t of the Father, but is from the world.  

1 Jn. 2:15-16 



world (kosmos) not the physical created order, but the fallen 

spiritual order under the Satan’s influence.  

 

  2 Hatred towards God’s PRECEPTS 

 

Do you think the Bible says w/out reason the spirit he caused 

to live in us envies intensely? But He gives us more grace. 

 

James says these people also reject His Word by not obeying 

His commands. They may say they believe it, but they 

neither hide it in their heart nor do they apply it to their lives.  

 

  3 Hatred towards God’s PROVISION 

 

God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble. 

 

The lost man is too proud to surrender to God’s provision of 

grace, much less surrender themselves to it on a daily basis. 

Such trust requires surrender and the lost man hates the 

notion of depending on anyone but himself, especially God. 

 

II The SOLUTION of Conflict 

 

Let me remind you of the reason James turned his attention 

in your direction. It wasn’t to condemn you but to confront 

you. He wants to shake you to wake you so you might 

realize your true faith condition and turn your heart to Christ.  

James’ Plan of Salvation 



 A SUBMIT to God 

 

Submit yourselves, then, to God. 

 

submit (hupotasso) to fall into rank. It means to make a 

willing conscious decision to give your life to Christ by 

understanding who you are in light of who He is. 

 

 B RESIST the Devil 

 

Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. 

 

resist (anthisetmai) to stand against in opposition w/ no 

middle ground or compromise. It means to resist Satan’s 

bidding and to trust in God’s call. It’s giving up your old 

earthly lord in exchange for a new heavenly Lord.  

 

 C MOVE toward God 

 

Draw near to God and He will come near to you. 

 

draw near was originally associated w/ the priestly function. 

Priests were said to be those who draw near. It was 

characteristic of the priests that they would draw near on 

behalf of the people. They were the ones who approached 

the presence of God. It would later become inclusive for all. 

 



Prodigal Son – when he came to his senses, he got up and 

returned (drew near) to his father; yet while he was a long 

way off, the father saw him and ran to him to restore the 

relationship. So it is w/ God. When we turn He’s there. 

 

 D TURN from Sin 

 

Wash your hands, you sinners and purify your hearts, you 

double-minded. 

 

wash – a reference to the ceremonial preparation for temple 

priest in to offer sacrifice – to be outwardly clean.  It’d be 

similar to a doctor preparing for surgery – spending time 

washing hands and forearms to rid any contaminate. 

 

James is calling us to turn from sin to God. He’s not 

asking us to cleanse ourselves, but to repent from sin to God 

allowing the blood of Jesus to serves as our catharsis. We 

turn in faith to Him by receiving His satisfactory sacrifice. 

 

Why hands? Hands are symbolic of action and behavior.  

 

To CLEANSE refers to an external act of turning from 

sinful behavior while to PURIFY refers to the cleansing of 

the interior motivation. James is not asking only that you 

turn from the sin you do but that you turn from the sin nature 

that’s really you on the inside – the thoughts and motivation. 

 



 E HUMBLE Yourself 

 

Grieve, mourn, wail. Change your laughter to mourning; 

your joy to gloom. Humble yourselves before the Lord, and 

He will lift you up. 

 

See yourself for who you really are and be broken over your 

condition. This is the reason to grieve, mourn, and wail – 

you’re lost and your sin is destroying you and others.  

 

I have a friend who at age 40 went to jail for selling Meth. 

He told me while in prison he came face-to-face w/ his sin 

and was broken. Then He came to Christ and he now says 

the man he was died in prison. 

 

humble (tapeinoo) to make low. To realize how unworthy 

you are and how you deserve something less than God’s 

grace to wipe the slate clean. 

 

When we realize our sinfulness and humble ourselves under 

God’s grace for the forgiveness of sin – throwing ourselves 

on His mercy – He forgives. He lifts us out of the miry clay 

and sets our feet upon the rock of Jesus. 


