
More – Less is More                  March 16, 2014 

More WILLINGNESS – Jm. 4:13-17    Sunday AM 

 

Have you heard the phrase – “Is it a hill worth dying on?” 

Truth is most people put their lives on the line for things that 

don’t matter in the grand scheme of life. We make 

mountains out of molehills and then die on the molehill. 

How many relationships have died over trivial issues? How 

many churches have split due for personal preferences? The 

only hill worth dying on is the one Jesus died on. 

 

A few years ago, I read a book entitled, Western Jesus that 

challenged my thinking about God, church and the ministry. 

The book was about how we’ve Americanized God and faith 

and have settled for something far less than what the Bible 

describes as genuine faith. It was about how instead of being 

disciples abandoned to the cause of Christ, how we’ve 

become churchgoers who look like church tourists on a 

spiritual vacation instead of abandoned Christ followers. The 

book takes a hard look at culture, traditions and biases thru 

the lens of Scripture to bring the Christian life into focus. 

 

This brings us to James. This letter was written to draw a 

line of demarcation b/w authentic faith and artificial faith – 

to PROVE faith and to REPROVE faithlessness. James 

speaks in ch. 1-3 to the faithful, but in ch. 4, he confronts the 

faithlessness exposing their need to create conflict, judge 

unjustly, defy God’s will and w/hold their wealth from God.   



Now listen, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go to 

this or that city, spend a year there, carry on business and 

make money.” Why, you do not even know what will happen 

tomorrow. What is your life? You are a mist that appears for 

a little while and then vanishes. Instead, you ought to say, “If 

it is the Lord’s will, we will live and do this or that.” As it is, 

you boast in your arrogant schemes. All such boasting is 

evil. If anyone, then, knows the good they ought to do and 

doesn’t do it, it is sin for them. Jm. 4:13-17 

 

This passage is about the calling of God and man’s 

willingness to follow God’s leading and will. It is about 

God’s will versus the plans of man. It’s about trust and the 

pursuit of life. Every one of us are motivated by someone or 

something for why we do what we do. Whether we realize it 

or not, it involves God.  EITHER you think… 

 

(1) God calls the shots and He can be trusted; (2) you call the 

shots and God is unnecessary or irrelevant and doesn’t need 

to be consulted; or (3) God is your genie to be manipulated 

and used to achieve your will on earth for your glory. 

 

But God has a keen interest in every facet of your life 

beginning w/ your salvation and continuing in who you 

marry, where you work, how you parent, where you go to 

church – and how you live!  He cares for you. 

 



This text is about having a faith that’s willing to follow 

God’s lead. It is about addressing the delicate issue of 

who is in charge of your life. James says such an issue is 

intricately united w/ authenticating your faith. If you have no 

concern for God’s plan in your life or if the thought has 

never crossed you mind – there might be a reason. 

 

So what is life? The Christian life is KNOWING God, 

HEARING His voice and OBEYING His leading.  

 

Jer.29 says, I know the plans I have for you...  

 

Just as he did for Jeremiah, God has a plan for you and His 

plan so infinitely better than your plan for yourself. 

 

There is a way that seems right to a man,  

but the end leads to death. Pr. 14:12 

 

Man’s plans remind me of poem Invictus, by Hensley –  

Out of the night that covers me, black as the Pit from pole to 

pole, I thank whatever gods may be for my unconquerable 

soul. In the fell clutch of circumstance, I have not winced 

nor cried aloud, under the bludgeoning’s of chance, my head 

is bloody, but unbowed. Beyond this place of wrath and 

tears, looms but the horror of the shade, and yet the menace 

of the years finds, and shall find me unafraid. It matters not 

how strait the gate, how charged w/ punishments the scroll, I 

am the master of my fate:  I am the captain of my soul.   



All of us struggle w/ the desire to be the master of our own 

fate – it is our nature of man is to live in independence – to 

be our own god and the master of our destiny. James 

confronts this mindset. He says a person w/ genuine faith 

lives under God’s authority, while someone w/ pseudo-faith 

lives under the false pretense he can make his own way.   

 

To help us to get God’s point, James explains that we need 

to deal w/ a predictable pattern, a perplexing problem and 

not miss God’s pleasing principle. 

 

I A Predictable PATTERN  

 

Now listen, you who say, "Today or tomorrow we will go to 

this or that city, spend a year there, carry on business and 

make money." 

 

say (legontes) to speak out after careful/thoughtful planning. 

This is a man who carefully maps out his life based on his 

own ambitious reasoning w/out regard for God or His will.  

 

At this time, the Jews were dispersed throughout the world. 

In the midst of their calamity, many started businesses to 

make something of themselves. Life gave them lemons, so 

they made lemonade. They discovered an opportunity to 

make a profit to get ahead in life. So they devised a plan and 

put it into action – yet God wasn’t consulted.  

 



I know what some of you are thinking – “What’s wrong w/ 

that? Everything! But God gave us a brain/abilities – YES 

HE DID! But not so you could go at it alone, but so you’d be 

smart enough to realize you can’t do life w/out Him. 

 

Trust the Lord w/ all of your heart (how much?) and lean not 

on your own understanding, in all your ways acknowledge 

Him (how much) and He will direct your steps.  Pr. 3:5-6 

 

Wise planning isn’t sinful; it’s commendable. You’re not 

violating any spiritual principles in planning. The problem 

lies in a sin of omission by leaving God completely out of 

the picture. God’s not on the radar screen. WATCH 

 

Today or tomorrow we will go to this or that city, spend a 

year there, carry on business and make money. 

 

 A The Choice of OCCASION  (when) 

 

Today or tomorrow – I will choose my own time 

 

 B The Choice of LOCATION  (where) 

 

…we’ll go to this or that city – I will choose my own place 

 

 C The Choice of DURATION   (how long) 

 

…spend a year there – I will choose my own schedule 



 D The Choice of VOCATION (what) 

 

…carry on business – I will choose my own enterprise 

 

 E The Choice of CULMINATION (why) 

 

…and make money – I will choose my own goals and results 

 

LET ME EXPLAIN. James isn’t talking about Christians 

struggling to discover God’s will but people who could care 

less about what God thinks. These people have mapped out 

their lives w/out any concern for God. 

 

I often run into people struggling w/ what to do in life and 

they always ask about how to discover God’s will. I find 

them waffling b/w what they want to do, what the world says 

they’re to do and what God is calling them to do are not the 

same. Yet they’re inclination is to do what they want b/c to 

trust God and follow His lead is too mystical. Yet it’s not 

hard. Jesus says to ASK, LISTEN and OBEY.  

 

II A Perplexing RESPONSE 

 

Two-fold Problem: (1) it is foolish to think we have control 

over our lives when we have no real knowledge of what 

tomorrow holds. And (2) we’re arrogant to think we have an 

authority over God to exchange His will for our own will.   

  



 A Foolish IGNORANCE   (Practical Atheism) 

 

Why, you do not even know what will happen tomorrow. 

What is your life? You are a mist that appears for a little 

while and then vanishes… 

 

The first negative response is to foolishly ignore it God’s 

call. This is living as if God doesn’t exist or is benign toward 

man’s behavior and ambitions. I call this practical atheism. 

 

Practical Atheism – refers to a person who says he believes 

in God, yet he lives as if God doesn’t exist by taking matters 

into his own hands and ordering his life according to his own 

will, wants, whims and wishes. 

 

The foolish ignorance lies in the notion that this life is 

what it is all about. James says, “Life is but mist or vapor.”  

Life is fleeting and no man knows from one day to the next 

what is going to happen. Life is like a man’s breath on a cold 

day – visible for a moment, then gone. James says it is 

foolish to live for today w/out keeping eternity in mind. 

  

Two friends who love baseball. One dies and goes to heaven 

and visits his friend in a dream. Is there baseball in heaven?  

Good news/bad news – Yes there is baseball in heaven – but 

you’re pitching tomorrow night. 

 

Jesus had something to say of this kind of foolish thinking. 



Jesus told a parable: "There was once a rich man who had 

land that bore good crops. He thought to himself, 'I don't 

have a place to keep my crops. What can I do? I’ll tear down 

my barns and build bigger ones, where I can store my grain 

and all my other goods. Then I’ll say, ‘Lucky man! You have 

all the good things you need for many years. Take life easy, 

eat, drink, and enjoy your self!' But God said to him, 'You 

fool! This night you will have to give up your life; then who 

will get all these things you have kept for your self?’ And 

Jesus said, "This is how it is w/ those who pile up riches for 

themselves but are not rich in God's sight."  Lk. 12:13-21 

 

What was this man’s mistake? He believed the myth that 

more will be enough and that life will last a long time.  

But it will not. Death is always knocking, and one day it’ll 

come for you. To think you’re all that and to live for today 

instead of for eternity is foolish – Jesus says, “DON”T MISS 

POINT! Life is short, live for God.”  

 

 B Costly ARROGANCE      (Self- Theism) 

 

You boast and brag. All such boasting is evil. 

 

This involves people who generally acknowledge God’s 

will, but in arrogance reject His will for their own way.  

They put their pride in their abilities, knowledge and virtue. 

This is known as Self-theism. Self-theism is the belief that I 

know better than God.   



A person might believe in God, but they never allow God to 

have control over their lives b/c they think they know better. 

They trust in what they see and can control. 

 

A teacher came to me about God’s will and told me she was 

sensing a call to become a lawyer. As she struggled w/ her 

calling, she kept saying, “I this, and I that.” I kindly told her 

she had an ‘I’ problem and she was living her life excluding 

God. She said, “But you don’t understand, I have 246 sick 

days – what if I get cancer?” I said, “Then you’ll die doing 

God’s will!” It was like a 2x4 to the head, as she realized 

God had been trying to get her to trust Him.  She finally 

surrendered and God blew her away.  

 

This is man’s innate nature – to resist God and to make plans 

for self.  But this kind of thinking is arrogant/self-centered. 

 

boast (kauchaomai) to be loud mouthed about your abilities 

 

brag (alazoneia) to wander under false pretense. The word 

was used of false teachers who arrogantly proclaimed their 

way was better than God’s way.   

 

It reminds me of the married couple in ministry. As their 

ministry began, the wife told her husband she put a shoebox 

in the closest and while she’d always be transparent w/ him 

the box was off-limits – he’d have to trust her. But while he 

agreed to honor her request, it bugged him. One day, after 25 



yrs, he saw the box and had to know what was in the box – 

only to find a wad of cash and (3) eggs. Confused, he 

thought, “What does this mean?” Later, he confessed he’d 

looked in the box. After begging forgiveness he asked her to 

explain. She relented and told him that when they got 

married she decided every time he preached a bad sermon 

she’d put an egg in the box. He was proud to know that in 25 

yrs he’d only preached (3) bad sermons. He said, “That 

explains the eggs, but what about all the cash?” To which 

she replied, “Every time I got a dozen eggs, I’d sell them.”   

 

God’s will isn’t that we bask in the pride of our own 

abilities and plans, but that we humble ourselves and 

seek first His will and plan.  

 

III A Powerful TRUTH 

 

Instead, you ought to say, "If it is the Lord's will, we will live 

and do this or that…" Anyone who knows the good he ought 

to do and doesn't do it, sins. 

 

Life isn’t about what I or others think; it is based on what 

God desires, wills and expects.   

 

What are some things you know God wills? 

 He wills you know Him in salvation. 

 He wills those who know Him serve Him. 

 He wills you trust and obey His Word and will. 



 He wills you share w/ others the hope w/in you. 

 He wills you are a faithful steward of His blessings. 

 

Trust the Lord w/ all of your heart and lean not on your own 

understanding, in all your ways acknowledge Him and He 

will direct your steps.  Pr. 3:5-6 

 

Trust God – Trust self + Put God 1
st
 = God’s Guidance 

 

 A Trust in the Lord – SUBMISSION 

 

Submitting to God begins w/ having a right outlook towards 

who He is, what He’s done and what He demands.  Worship 

 

Worship is getting God in the right place 

on the throne of your life! 

 

Worship is all who I am crying out to all who He is to bring 

pleasure to Him in a spirit of celebration. It’s giving to God 

my mind’s attention, heart’s affection and life’s direction. 

 

 B Lean Not on Self – HUMILITY  

 

By nature we’re independent/co-dependent – God calls us to 

dependence. This is a difficult principle to grasp. We’re 

naturally born dependent and move to independence. But it 

is just the opposite spiritually. We’re re-born independent 

and must move to dependence on God. 



 C Acknowledge Him – DEPENDENCE  

 

To acknowledge God means to come under His truth and 

care. It means to recognize that His way is always the better 

way – and that His way works.   

 

Three (3) Fallacies Men have about God’s Will 
 

1   If good things are happening, then I must be in good 

standing w/ God 

2   If I’m saved, then I can live as I want to live w/out fear 

of repercussion. 

3 God doesn’t care about the details of my life so long as I 

make the best of it. 

 

Don’t be IGNORANT; God’s has a PLAN for you 

Don’t be ARROGANT; His PLAN is better than your plan  

Don’t be NEGLIGENT; His PLAN requires your surrender 

 

 


