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Mark 4 – Biblical Foundation          Sunday AM 

 

As a pastor, my job is not to preserve the organization or 

grow the church – it is to glorify Jesus Christ through faith 

and obedience. 

 

It is hard to believe I’ve had the privilege of serving as the 

pastor of FBCPTC for over 2½ years. My family has been 

blessed to serve alongside a wonderful body of believers 

who are caring, generous, and gracious. 

 

Recently I was asked about my time here and I remarked that 

we’ve grown together through patient transition. I shared 

how we have been healing after a difficult chapter in our 

history. I shared how we have experienced a rebuilding of 

our staff. I shared how we have been striving to become a 

church more focused on teaching w/ accuracy God’s Word 

and engaging our world through missional activity. 

 

Throughout our journey I have often been asked about the 

future – my vision for FBCPTC.  

 

First – Let’s first define (3) terms for clarity sake. 

 

Mission – our purpose for existence (God-defined) 

Vision – a picture of the mission being accomplished 

Strategy – the game plan to accomplish the mission 



Second – When are people ready to hear? I’ve found people 

tend to listen not when they’re told but after they start 

asking. I’ve been waiting for people to ask. I also felt 

compelled we needed time to heal, time to get to know each 

other and build trust and leadership to lead. 

 

Third – Proverbs 29:18 – Where there is no vision the 

people perish… Vision is not a manmade ideal but a word 

from the Lord. I’ve been praying, learning and seeking to 

discover a word from God for us. 

 

The time has come for us to begin discussing our future here 

at FBCPTC. But as we do, let’s begin w/ prayer asking God 

to open our eyes and hearts to His heart and to His will. 

 

He said, “This is what the kingdom of God is like. A man 

scatters seed on the ground. Night and day, whether he 

sleeps or gets up, the seed sprouts and grows, though he 

doesn’t know how. All by itself the soil produces grain—

first the stalk, then the head, then the full kernel in the 

head. As soon as the grain is ripe, he puts the sickle to it, b/c 

the harvest has come.” 

 

Before we dive into this text we need to frame this parable 

by understanding the previous one – Parable of the Sower. 

 

 

 



Jesus is the Sower and the seed is the Gospel 

 

(4) Soils  Surface Heart – Trampled Path – Satan Steal 

   Shallow Heart – Rocky Ground – Hard Heart 

   Strangled Heart – Thorns – Worldly Heart 

   Surrendered Heart – Fertile – Receptive Heart 

 

(4) Voices Voice of Satan 

   Voice of Self 

   Voice of Society 

   Voice of Spirit    
 

Why is this parable so critical to our text today – b/c it 

reveals to us to God’s heart for His creation and the real 

dilemma we’re facing concerning the condition of humanity. 

 

I The COMMISSION 

 

Matthew 28:19-20 – Be Jesus to the World Around Us 

 

II The CHALLENGE 

 

People are messed up and lost 

Salvation requires a MIRACLE 

 

The Mud and the Masterpiece 

 

 



III The CALLING  The Parable of the Growing Seed 

 

He said, “This is what the kingdom of God is like. A man 

scatters seed on the ground. Night and day, whether he 

sleeps or gets up, the seed sprouts and grows, though he 

doesn’t know how. All by itself the soil produces grain—

first the stalk, then the head, then the full kernel in the 

head. As soon as the grain is ripe, he puts the sickle to it, b/c 

the harvest has come.” 

 

A The MAN  (not God but man) 

 

Christian > Disciple > Disciple-maker > Church Planter 

 

 B The SEED  (the Gospel) 

 

The Gospel Message is that God so Loved the World 

 

 C The MINISTRY 

 

The HARVEST – Community/Commission 
 

Focus – Sharing Christ in Community 

Spiritual Disciple – Church 

 

ESSENTIAL 3 

Fellowship – Accountability – Commission 



The GROWTH – Nurturing/Discipling 
 

Focus – Teaching the Truth for Intimacy/Maturity 

Spiritual Disciple – Disciple-making/Coaching 

 

BIG 3 

HEARING God 

HOLDING Covenant 

HANDLING Truth 

 

The SEED – Sowing/Sharing 
 

Focus – Communicating the Grace/Love of God 

Spiritual Disciple – Sharing/Evangelism 

 

Any 3 

Any WHERE… at 

Any TIME… to 

Any ONE as the H.S. leads 

 

The FIELD – A Preparation/Prayer 
 

Focus – Connecting and Meeting w/ God for Ministry 

Spiritual Disciple – Prayer 

 

           


