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I’ll never forget the panic. How did I get myself in this 

position? Wrestling against a state champion, I made an 

almost fatal mistake – and now I was on my back looking up 

at the lights for the 1st time in my wrestling career. I was 

nearly down for the count. After missing my high-risk throw, 

I put myself in the most vulnerable of positions – and little 

did I realize just how much energy it was going to take to get 

off my back and onto my feet. 

 

There’s something palpable about being in a hand-to-hand 

battle w/ someone or something. It changes you. Whether 

you’re struggling w/ an opponent or w/ an issue of life or 

faith – when you get knock to the ground it can sometimes 

be hard to get back to your feet. 

 

Some 6 yrs. ago, Meg and I took a body blow when we 

received news that our precious, amazing 1st born son had a 

genetic condition known as FX Syndrome. I remember the 

day like it was yesterday as we sat in stunned silence trying 

to digest the moment and get our heads around what it 

meant. How could this happen? Better yet, why did this 

happen? Why to us? I remember that 1st night home as I sat 

in Colin’s room rocking him and crying out to God – Why? 

Why him? Why us? Why me? And where are you God? 



 

So what do you do when life throws you a left hook and you 

don’t know how you’re going to make it? Whether it’s a 6 

yr. girl w/ a brain tumor, a godly family who has to release 

their 2 yr. old son into the arms of Jesus, or a marriage on 

the brink – in every situation, our faith is being stretched and 

our hearts are being challenged w/ 2 questions: 

 

1) Why does God?    2)  Why doesn’t God? 

 

If you’ve ever felt like shaking your fist in God’s face b/c 

life has thrown you to the canvas, just know that you weren’t 

the 1st person and you won’t be the last. What you might not 

know is there’s an entire book in the Bible built around a 

man who did just that. It’s a book we’re going to be studying 

over the next few weeks that I’m sure most of you have read 

at least once in this week. It is called “Habakkuk.”   

 

Do you know what happiness is? Happiness is sitting next to 

someone who knows where the Habakkuk is in the Bible! 

 

Let me help you find it. If you turn to the O.T., it is about ½ 

way b/w the Proverbs and Malachi which is the end of the 

O.T.  Habakkuk is a “minor prophet”, w/ a major message. 

 

Habakkuk was a contemporary of Nahum, Zephaniah and 

Jeremiah who prophesied after the reign of Josiah and during 

the reign of Jehoiakim.  



 

His name means “to embrace” or “to wrestle.” It’s a word 

picture of a wrestler in a match w/ an overwhelming 

opponent. This exactly describes Habakkuk – He is 

wrestling w/ his faith in God and w/ the God of his faith.    

 

I’m entitling this series “Down for the Count”, b/c when a 

boxer or a wrestler is gets tagged or thrown to the mat – it 

means they’re in big trouble. The same is true for us in life. 

So if you’ve ever struggled w/ your faith or w/ the God of 

your faith, then this series is just for you.  

 

In this book, Habakkuk is wrestling w/ one basic question. 

As he’s looking at a world collapsing around him; a world 

much like the one we’re living in today – he’s wrestling w/ 

the question, “If God is good and if God is in control then 

why is the world in the shape it is in?”  This is doubt! 

 

Habakkuk is struggling w/ doubt – and doubt is a crippling 

adversary. So if your faith is getting rocked by one of life’s 

body blows – you can choose to respond in 1 of 3 ways. 

 

A You can CHECK Out     

 

You can zone out and begin to drift away from God leading 

you to go through the “Christian” motion – giving lip service 

to God, but not really trusting in and following Him.  

 



 

B You can DROP Out     

 

You can drop out and walk away from God altogether saying 

something like – I knew this God thing didn’t work and that 

it wasn’t for me. How can a good God allow this to occur?  

 

If we take either of those approaches, then we’ve already lost 

the match. But Habakkuk shows us there’s a 3rd option. 

 

C You can TALK It Out     

 

When things aren’t going as Habakkuk thought, he didn’t hit 

the panic button and say, “There’s no hope and no God.” 

Nor did he hit the snooze button and say, “There really isn’t 

a problem.”  He didn’t pretend w/ God or pout to God – he 

got in the ring and went toe-to-toe w/ God. 

 

If you’re frustrated w/ God? Tell Him; He already knows. If 

you have questions – ask; He knows what you’re going to 

ask. God can handle your questions, frustrations and doubts.   

 

If faith never encounters doubt and truth never struggles w/ 

error, if good never battles w/ evil, how can faith know its 

own power?  In my pilgrimage, if I have to choose b/w a 

faith that has stared doubt in the eye and made it blink or a 

naive faith that has never known the firing line of doubt I 

will chose the former every time. 



 

So as we begin this incredible journey w/ Habakkuk, I want 

you to get one Key Take Away: When we don’t understand 

what God is doing – we need to remember who God is. 

 

I ASSESS Your CIRCUMSTANCES 

 

To appreciate Habakkuk’s concerns we need to consider his 

circumstances and the condition of Judah. 

 

Violence is everywhere!… Must I forever see these evil 

deeds? Why must I watch all this misery? Wherever I look, I 

see destruction and violence! I am surrounded by people 

who love to argue and fight. The law has become paralyzed, 

and there is no justice in the courts. The wicked far 

outnumber the righteous so justice has become perverted. 

 

Habakkuk lived in a time of national corruption when crime, 

hatred and division were on the rise and Israel was in 

decline. Israel had (2) great kings – David and Solomon. It 

was under their reigns Israel became a superpower and was 

near invincible b/c they lived right w/ God. But decay and 

decline began to set in when Solomon began to drift from  

God. He began to defy God by inter-marrying w/ pagan 

women, setting up pagan shrines and leading Israel into 

idolatry. After his death, Israel was thrust into civil war 

dividing Israel into two countries: Israel to the North and 

Judah to the South. Israel was quickly conquered by Assyria. 



 

For a time under King Josiah, God spared Judah and even, 

brought revival and reform to them, but the revival didn’t 

last. Under Josiah’s rebellious sons, Judah once again turned 

to paganism and idolatry. They disregarded God’s Word and 

disobeyed God’s law. And despite Habakkuk’s prayer’s, 

Judah had wandered farther from God than ever before. 

 

How? The nation’s problems were caused by leaders who 

wouldn’t obey the law, by the rich exploiting the poor and 

living for gain and greed, by the courts ruling for political 

correctness instead of for truth and righteousness, and by the 

people ignoring the rule and Word of God. Sound familiar? 

 

So what do we do when things are not as we want or desire? 

 

II APPROACH God with Your CONCERNS 

 

How long, Lord, must I call for help, but you do not listen? 

Or cry out to you, ‘Violence!’ but you do not save? v. 1-2  

 

Habakkuk’s frustration has hit code red. He can’t figure out 

why God is silent and why He hasn’t engaged His people. So 

he gets downright blunt w/ God. And almost insultingly he 

says to God, “I know you’re not dead, but are you deaf?”   

 

But it’s not just God’s indifference that was eating at 

Habakkuk’s soul; it was also God’s seeming inactivity.  



 

Why do you make me look at injustice? 

Why do you tolerate wrong? v. 3 

 

Habakkuk is looking at his country and he blames God. He 

says, “God, people are messed. Judah is messed up. Families 

are messed up. Truth and justice are up-side-down – so why 

don’t you step in and put things right-side-up?   

 

Would anyone deny that we’re living in an increasingly 

violent society, and an increasingly violent nation and 

world?  From abortion, to euthanasia, to battered wives and 

children, to shootings in schools, to homicide bombers, to 

riots in the streets, to genocide, to road rage, and yet we’re 

supposed to believe, in spite of all that there’s a God in 

heaven who is all good and all powerful.  It doesn’t compute.  

It didn’t compute to Habakkuk and it doesn’t compute to us. 

 

Habakkuk has pinpointed a problem each of us face w/ God. 

When we know God can, but we don’t know why He 

doesn’t. We know God can stop the violence, lawlessness 

and oppression, but why doesn’t He? We know he can heal 

and perform a miracle for us – so why hasn’t He? 

 

But instead of saying, “Don’t question God – you might 

offend Him.” Or “I just don’t believe in God any longer b/c 

God didn’t show up.” Habakkuk shows us we can question 

God even while we believe in Him. 



 

III ACCEPT God’s COMEBACK 

 

(1) God didn’t give Habakkuk an explanation, but revelation. 

 

POINT: God doesn’t owe us any explanation for what He 

allows or authors, yet He often graciously reveals Himself 

and His work to those who trust and seek Him. 

 

(2) God ALWAYS Answers Prayer. He doesn’t always 

answer prayer in the way we want and or in a way we can 

hear it or recognize it – but He does answer prayer.   

 

Look at the nations and watch and be utterly amazed. For I 

am going to do something in your days you would not 

believe, even if you were told. I am raising up the 

Babylonians, that ruthless and impetuous people, who sweep 

across the whole earth to seize dwelling places not their 

own. They are a feared and dreaded people; they are a law 

to themselves and promote their own honor. Their horses are 

swifter than leopards, fiercer than wolves at dusk. Their 

cavalry gallops headlong; their horsemen come from afar. 

They fly like a vulture swooping to devour; they all come 

bent on violence. Their hordes advance like a desert wind 

and gather prisoners like sand. They deride kings and scoff 

at rulers. They laugh at all fortified cities; they build earthen 

ramps and capture them. Then they sweep past like the wind 

and go on – guilty men, whose own strength is their god. v. 5 



 

Now in effect, what God says to Habakkuk is, “You think 

things are bad now? You haven’t seen anything yet. I may 

have been silent, but I’ve not been idle – I’ve been in the 

process of answering your prayer for a long time. You just 

didn’t know it. I didn’t tell you b/c: (1) You wouldn’t have 

believed it; (2) You couldn’t have handled or understood it.”  

 

God offers (6) words to Habakkuk that reminds us of the old 

adage, “Be careful what you pray for. You just might get it.”  

He says, “I am raising up the Babylonians.” Hab. 1:6 

 

God says, “Habakkuk you’ve been praying for deliverance 

for Judah and I want you to know I’ve heard you and I’m 

going to deliver them – right into their worst nightmare.”   

 

I don’t have time to unpack these verses, but as you read the 

description of this nation, you get a vivid picture of the 

nightmare getting ready to be unleashed on Judah. The 

Babylonians would make North Korea, Al-Qaeda, and the 

Taliban look like Girl Scouts. To this day there have never 

been a more ruthless people than the Babylonians. They 

didn’t conquer nations; they crushed them.  They raped their 

women, butchered their babies, and burned their houses and 

fields. Their mode of operation was to devastate and destroy. 

 

I can imagine Habakkuk response – “On 2nd thought God, 

just forget I ever brought this up. I think I prefer silence.” 



 

You are going to see throughout this book that God’s basic 

reply is a lesson we all need to learn and a principle we all 

need to remember when we’re wrestling w/ God.   

 

Don’t ever judge God by what you think you would do if 

you were God, b/c you’re not God. 

 

So what do you do when God’s revelation isn’t what you 

were looking for and you don’t understand His ways? 

Thankfully, our friend Habakkuk gives us some insight. 

 

II APPRECIATE God’s CHARACTER 

 

You have to know that God’s answer rocked Habakkuk. He 

didn’t see God’s answer coming and it was a sucker punch to 

the soul.  He was so frustrated that God seemingly hadn’t 

listened to his prayer to answer his request as he thought He 

should – and now he’s even more frustrated b/c he believes 

God has given the wrong answer.   

 

Yet like God always does, instead of giving Habakkuk what 

he wanted for his country, God was going to give Judah 

what they needed. Habakkuk just didn’t like the answer.   

 

So what do you do? Do you check out? Back out? Nope. 

You talk it out by remembering who you are talking w/.  



 

Remember what we said earlier? When you don’t 

understand what God is doing remember who God is. 

 

God is ETERNAL   Lord, are you not from everlasting?  

 

The 1st thing we have to remember is God is eternally wise. 

He isn’t any run-of-the-mill God. He’s the everlasting 

Father. He was here before all this came into being and He 

will be here when it all passes away. He isn’t limited by time 

or space, and neither will He ever make a mistake.   

 

God is HOLY   My God, my Holy One, we will not die.   

 

Habakkuk remembers God is holy, holy, holy.  How holy? 

 

Your eyes are too pure to look on evil; you cannot tolerate 

wrong. Why then do you tolerate the treacherous? Why are 

you silent while the wicked swallow up those more righteous 

than themselves? Hab. 1:13 

 

This doesn’t mean God doesn’t see sin – He sees everything.  

What it means is that God sees sin but He never looks w/ 

approval on sin. (Psalm 5:4) 

 

We can hear a dirty joke and laugh at it; God can’t.  We can 

see a dirty picture and stare; God won’t. We can consider a 

lie; He can’t. He is perfectly holy – no evil dwells w/in Him. 



 

This is a good place to consider Habakkuk’s question: Why 

would God use a nation more sinful than Israel to bring 

justice?  

 

Why then do you tolerate the treacherous? Why are you 

silent while the wicked swallow up those more righteous 

than themselves? Hab. 1:13 

 

B/c God is holy – He absolutely abhors sin – all sin. But let 

me assure you that while God hates sin – He loves the sinner 

– so He is patient w/ us all. Nonetheless, there’s a 

misconception w/in Christianity that believes God is more 

likely to overlook the sin of the saved than He is the sin of 

the lost – and this is not true. In fact, it is just the opposite.  

Consider Annaias and Sapphira, or John 5 – God has higher 

expectations on His people than He has for the lost nations 

b/c our failing impact our witness and b/c we are called to be 

holy just as He is holy. 

 

God is SOVEREIGN Lord, you have appointed them to 

execute judgment; Rock, you have ordained them to punish. 

 

God is in control.  He is in control of everything. Although 

the Babylonians thought they rose up on their own they 

didn’t. God raised them up. He raised them up for His plan 

and purpose.  

 



 

Habakkuk was in the same position some of us are in today.  

We say things like, “I just don’t understand what God is up 

to and based on what I am seeing I can’t believe this is the 

way God is choosing to work in my life.” But Habakkuk 

finally got it.  If God is eternally wise then He has a plan – 

a plan that will work – a plan that will work best and a 

plan that is right. If God is perfectly holy then whatever the 

outcome of my situation is it cannot be evil. It has to be 

good. It can’t be the wrong thing. It has to be the right thing. 

If God is sovereignly powerful then whatever is happening is 

not by chance, or bad luck, b/c God is in control.  He knows 

WHAT He is doing and He knows WHY He’s doing it.   

 

What have we learned from this obscure prophet? 

 

(1)  When I don’t think God is listening – He is. 

(2)  When I don’t think God has a plan – He does. 

(3)  When I think things are out of control – They’re not. 

 

When your faith is on the canvas and you’re wrestling w/ 

God,  and even while things might not make sense to you 

and you can’t believe that God is involved – you are likely to 

ask, “Why this disaster? Why this tragedy? Why this 

difficulty?” Sometimes it is so God can miraculously deliver 

you. Sometimes it is for God’s correcting punishment.  

Sometimes it is simply to push us on our knees and bring 

repentance to our heart.  Sometimes it is to teach us patience.  



 

Sometimes it is to get us to put our eyes on eternity and off 

of the world.  Sometimes it may be for all of the above and 

more, but there is always a reason. 

 

If you are still not convinced that God can take the greatest 

evil and turn it into the greatest good and if you are still not 

convinced that God can take the greatest injustice to bring 

about the greatest justice, then I remind you of something 

that if only Habakkuk could have seen probably could have 

reduced his book down to, maybe, a single verse and that is 

the cross of Jesus Christ. 

 

When those disciples stood at the cross they were shaking 

their fists in the face of God saying, “What are you doing?  

How could you let this happen?  I thought this was your 

Beloved Son in whom You were well pleased?  I thought 

You sent Him to set this world to solve all of our problems 

and to save us from our enemies.” 

 

Their faith was down for the count and it wasn’t until 

Sunday morning at an empty tomb that the light came on – 

they remembered who God really is and realized He was 

listening, He was working, and He was accomplishing His 

purpose all along. 


