
Round 2: Dealing w/ God       June 15, 2014  

Habakkuk 1:13; 2:1-20     Sunday AM 

 

If you’re like me, even though you know it won’t work 

you’ve tried a time or two. You think it’ll work, but it never 

does. I’m talking about bartering w/ God.  We’ve all tried to 

get God to meet us on our terms: “God, if you’ll do this then 

I’ll do that.” “If you’ll come thru this time, I’ll do this for 

you.”  This ploy goes all the way back to Eden. 

 

Adam was moping around the Eden one day and God asked, 

“What is wrong Adam?” He said, “I’m lonely. I don’t have 

anybody to talk to.” God said, “Adam, I’ve got good news 

for you. I’m going to make you something special – you’ll 

call her “woman”. This women will gather food for you, 

cook for you and when you discover clothing she’ll wash it 

for you. She’ll agree w/ every decision you make. She’ll 

bear your children and never ask you to get up in the middle 

of the night to care for them. She’ll never nag you and will 

always be the 1st one to admit she’s wrong. She’ll never have 

a headache and she’ll always love you” Adam said, “What 

will this woman cost?” God said, “An arm and a leg.” Adam 

thought for a moment, “What can I get for a rib?” 

 

I’ve done this a time or two trying to convince God my way 

is the better way – but He never bites. Most recently I have 

bartered w/ God to heal Colin, and He just reminds me He is 

in control and knows what He is doing. So I have to trust.  



Have you ever noticed when you try bartering w/ God that 

He doesn’t reciprocate? No matter what you offer, God’s not 

interested b/c He always knows best. So what do we tend to 

do – the same as Habakkuk – we struggle w/ God.    

 

Habakkuk is a glorious little book that’s basically a journal 

from a prophet who is surveying the condition of his nation 

and his people. The conditions of life have floored 

Habakkuk and he’s down for the count. To remind you of 

the story, Habakkuk is living in what’s known as the 

“Southern Kingdom.” At one time, Israel was a united 

kingdom, but after Solomon died civil war and split the 

kingdom in half – Israel to the North and Judah to the South. 

Israel had already been taken captive by the Assyrians as 

God’s punishment b/c they lived in open idolatry and 

paganism. Sadly, Judah didn’t learn from Israel’s mistake 

and they were heading down the same road. 

 

Frustrated, Habakkuk solicited God’s help but wasn’t 

pleased w/ God’s response. It was a good news/bad news 

situation. Good news? God finally answered his prayers. 

The bad news – God’s answer didn’t meet his expectations.  

 

God told Habakkuk He was going to raise up the ruthless 

and nasty Babylonians to teach Judah a lesson. God said, 

“They’ve been wanting to crush you guys for a long time, so 

I’m going to let them. That’s my plan.” Needless to say, 

Habakkuk wasn’t satisfied w/ God’s reply.  



You can imagine if you lived on a block w/ terrible people 

and you went to the police and asked, “What they were 

going do about it?” They said, “We’re going to drop a bomb 

on your neighborhood”. You’d be like, “But I live there. 

Can’t we do something else?” “Nope. That’s the plan.”  

 

So what does one do when God’s plan does meet our 

expectations – let’s see how Habakkuk responds.  

 

I Be WATCHFUL – God will SHOW 

 

I will stand at my watch and station myself on the ramparts; 

I will look to see what he will say to me, and what answer I 

am to give to this complaint. Hab. 2:1 

 

Habakkuk didn’t freak out – he decided to trust His God. 

 

watch – refers to a watchman on a watch tower   

 

In ancient days, cities were surrounded by walls w/ gates.  At 

certain parts of the city wall they’d build a watchtower and 

place a watchman as a lookout to inform the city of anything 

approaching the gates. It was a means to get away from 

everybody and everything and get a higher perspective.  

 

This is what we need to do when we can’t find God in our 

situation – we need to seek to get above the problem and 

watch for the One who can meet us at the point of our need. 



Let me put it another way. When you can’t see God in the 

midst of your life, it’s not b/c God has gone AWOL or is 

unwilling to show up, but b/c your life has gotten too busy 

and lacks the margin to see/hear from God. Stop & Look Up 

 

Did you know if you put a buzzard in an open pen 6-8 ft. sq., 

in spite of his ability to fly he’ll be grounded? Why? B/c 

buzzards need a 10-12 ft. running start to take off. Did you 

know that a bat can’t take off from a level place? If placed 

on the flat surface, all it can do is shuffle about helplessly 

until it reaches some uneven elevation so it can throw itself 

into the air. Or a bumblebee – if dropped into an open 

tumbler will be there until it dies unless it is taken out. It 

never sees the escape at the top.  

 

People can be like buzzards, bats and bees. In tough times, 

instead of looking up to find God, they look other places to 

solve their issues only to live grounded. Be WATCHFUL! 

 

When you can’t find God in challenging times – don’t 

give up, blow up, or back up – instead… LOOK up! 

 

II Be WAITING – God will SPEAK 

 

For the revelation awaits an appointed time; it speaks of the 

end and will not prove false. Though it linger, wait for it; it 

will certainly come and will not delay. Hab. 2:3 

 



revelation – refers to receiving a Word from the Lord. It is 

God speaking into our lives and our circumstances. 

 

Remember – the Christian life is about knowing God, 

HEARING is voice so that we can follow His leading. 

 

I’ve spoken about this recently. God speaks in 2 ways – thru 

logos and thru rhema. Logos is the general council of God’s 

Word giving us truth about who He is and what He’s doing. 

It’s truth to provide us w/ everything we need to discover 

Christ and know His willl. Rhema is special revelation God 

gives to us minute-by-minute to direct our lives in specific 

situations to draw us to His will and way.  (see Rom. 10:17) 

 

appointed time – this speaks to God’s timing. God tells us 

that everything operates by appointment.   

 

For the revelation awaits an appointed time.  Hab. 2:3 

 

If God is sovereign then in reality there are no accidents in 

life – not even our death. There are only appointments.  

Time is irrelevant to God. That’s why He can’t be early and 

He won’t be late. We need to wait on His timing. 

 

Delay is not denial.  God says, “I do things My way in My 

time. I don’t hurry and I won’t be pushed. I will act and 

when I do, I will do the right thing in the right way, but it 

will be on My timetable not yours.” 



wait – to be persistently patient – we are to so desire God’s 

perfect will that we’re willing to wait on His perfect timing. 

 

Do you know why God wants us to wait and be patient? It 

grows us and brings us under His authority and guidance 

allowing Him to be God in our lives. 

 

Consider it pure joy when you face trials of many kinds 

knowing the testing of your faith produces endurance. Jm. 1:2 

 

Challenging times are a chance for you to show how a 

person acts who truly trusts God. 

 

III Be WARNED – God will not SETTLE 

 

Habakkuk doesn’t wait long for God to provide an answer to 

his problem, “Yes, I’m going to use a more wicked nation to 

punish a less wicked nation.  I’m going to do things many 

times that neither prophets, nor pastors, nor professors will 

understand.  When I do, there’s only one way to handle it.”   

 

See, he is puffed up; his desires are not upright— but the 

righteous will live by his faith. Hab. 2:4 

 

I’m not sure if you’re aware, but the 2nd half of this verse is 

what ignited the Protestant Reformation. It’s one of the most 

quoted OT verses in the NT. It’s quoted in Romans 1:17, 

Galatians 3:11 and Hebrews 10:38.   



It’s the key to the entire book and the only answer you will 

have when you are trying to find God in tough times.  

 

In this verse we discover that the most important question 

about God is not, “Is there a God?”  But – “If there is a God, 

how can I have a relationship w/ Him?” 

 

In this text you have the key to how to understanding people. 

There’s a great conflict raging on the earth right now in 

every heart. It’s a conflict b/w pride and humility – men of 

fate and men of faith. You have those who have put their 

trust in themselves and those who put their trust in God. 

 

These are the only two kinds of people – those who He says 

in vs. 4 are “puffed up – people so puffed up w/ pride their 

ego gets in the way. And you have the righteous. But what 

makes them righteous isn’t what they do, but Christ.  

 

In essence, what God is saying to Habakkuk is, “If you want 

to get through tough times, don’t lose your focus but keep 

your faith. Trust in Me.”  Life for every follower of Jesus 

Christ ultimately comes down to faith.  It comes down to 

questions like these: 

 

 Will God keep His word? 

 Will God meet my needs? 

 Will God bring justice? 

 Is the Gospel really true? 



The only way you’ll get the right answer to those questions 

is if you make up your mind you’re going to trust God. 

 

Habakkuk, if you’re worried about the Babylonians – look 

what I have in store for them. B/c of their pride/idolatry, God 

threw down five “woes” on the Babylonians – “Woe, woe, 

woe, woe, woe.”  When God does that – it’s bad.   

 

(5) times God names the sin Babylon was guilty of and then 

He gave the consequences of the judgment. We don’t have 

time to elaborate on these.  I’ll just share them w/ you.  

 

They were guilty of GREED and SELFISH AMBITION, 

 

Will not all of them taunt him w/ ridicule and scorn, saying, 

‘Woe to him who piles up stolen goods and makes himself 

wealthy by extortion! How long must this go on?’ Hab. 2:6 

 

They were guilty of INJUSTICE and COVETOUSNESS 

 

Woe to him who builds his realm by unjust gain to set his 

nest on high, to escape the clutches of ruin!  Hab. 2:9 

 

They were guilty of VIOLENCE and EXPLOITATION 

 

Woe to him who builds a city w/ bloodshed and establishes a 

town by crime! Hab. 2:12 

 



They were guilty of DRUNKENNESS and SEDUCTION 

 

Woe to him who gives drink to his neighbors, pouring it from 

the wineskin till they are drunk, so that he can gaze on their 

naked bodies. Hab. 2:15 

 

They were guilty of IDOLATRY 

 

Woe to him who says to wood, ‘Come to life!’ Or to lifeless 

stone, ‘Wake up!’ Can it give guidance? It is covered w/ 

gold and silver; there is no breath in it. Hab. 2:19 

 

Before you say, They were a bad nation!” Just remember the 

USA has these traits in spades. What God was saying was, 

“Babylon doesn’t have the last word. Even after Babylon is 

through w/ Judah I still won’t be through w/ Babylon.” This 

is vital to realize. God wasn’t going to let the Babylonians 

get away w/ anything. He told Habakkuk, “Quit worrying. 

It’s not a matter of whether I will judge, but it’s a matter of 

when I will judge. Don’t you understand? I judge sin 

everywhere. I don’t play favorites.  Nobody gets a free pass.  

 

Even though it went badly for Judah, they weren’t 

completely destroyed. As you know, the Jewish people are 

still around. But let me ask you a question, “Have you ever 

met a Babylonian?” You never will. Yes, Babylon did 

conquer Judah, but 56 yrs .later the Medo-Persian Empire 

wiped the Babylonians off the face of the planet. 



There are only two possible ways you can approach God – 

w/ belief or w/ unbelief.  You either believe God or you 

don’t believe him. You either put faith in Him or you don’t 

put faith in Him. You only come to Him by faith in Jesus 

Christ or you don’t come to Him at all.   

 

IV Be WORSHIPFUL – God is SOVEREIGN 

 

The last verse of this chapter is like a hammer that shatters 

every argument and every objection that Habakkuk, or Job, 

or you and me could ever bring against God. 

 

But the Lord is in his holy temple; let all the earth be silent 

before him. Hab. 2:20 

 

The God who made heaven and earth and every being in it 

has a throne of dominion over every part and parcel of this 

universe. From His holy temple God is calling the shots.  

God is seeing to it that every piece of the puzzle is falling 

into place.  God sees to it that all of history is headed exactly 

into the direction that He wants it to go. 

 

Yes in His sovereignty God uses evil to accomplish good.  

God can use one nation more wicked than the other nation to 

get the attention of the less wicked nation. The bottom line is 

when times are the toughest and days are the darkest the only 

thing that will matter in your life is that God is in His holy 

temple and you are to trust Him no matter what. 



Do not ever judge God by what you think you would do if 

you were God, because you are not God. 

 

There is one thing that never changes. It doesn’t change 

when there is an attack on Pearl Harbor. It doesn’t change 

when there is a Great Depression crash on Wall Street.  It 

doesn’t change when planes fly into a World Trade Center.  

The Lord is in His holy temple.  He is in complete control. 

 

If you ever wonder sometimes where all history is headed, 

where our world is headed, where you and I are headed, it is 

summed up in verse 14. 

 

For the earth will be filled w/ the knowledge of the glory of 

the LORD, as the waters cover the sea. Hab. 2:14 

 

God wants His name, His fame, His greatness and His glory 

to go out across the earth as the water covers the land so that 

everybody will eventually know that Jesus Christ is Lord.  

He died for our sins, came back from the dead and that if we 

will respond by faith in Him we will not face judgment, will 

not taste death, and we will be saved. 

 

 


