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In 1851, Alan Gardiner set sail w/ (5) other missionaries to 

take the gospel to an unreached tribe in one of the most 

remote parts of the world. Sadly, they never arrived to their 

destination as their ship ran aground on an island off the tip 

of South Africa. W/ no way leaving the island, one by one 

the voyagers began to starve to death. Gardiner was the last 

to die. When the voyagers were finally found, Gardiner’s 

journal was lying by his side. Each day as he grew weaker 

he’d write in his journal of the faithfulness of God in his life. 

His last words penned were those found in Ps. 34:10: 

 

The lions may grow weak and hungry, but those who seek 

the Lord lack no good thing. Psalm 34:10 

 

Keep in mind he recited this verse knowing that starvation 

would be his death. And then he wrote these words: “I am 

overwhelmed by the sense of the goodness of God.”   

 

Can you imagine giving your life for an unreached tribe to 

hear the Gospel only to die of starvation before ever getting 

to share the Gospel w/ one person? Then, can you imagine in 

the last moments of your life, of all the things you could be 

thinking like, “Why me?” “Why this?” “Did God make a 

mistake?” “How could God let this happen?” To say instead, 

“I am overwhelmed at the sense of the goodness of God.” 



If there was ever a time when a person’s faith was down for 

the count this would be it. Honestly, I don’t know how I 

would respond if faced w/ similar circumstances – although 

I’d like to think I’d respond in a similar fashion. And this is 

what Habakkuk has faced and where we pick up our story.  

 

A few weeks ago we embarked on a major journey w/ a 

minor prophet named Habakkuk. On this journey we’ve been 

learning how to wrestle w/ God during trying times when 

life seems to have punched us in the gut to send us sprawling 

to the canvas and seemingly down for the count. Yet this 

short book, God has been showing us how to get off the 

canvas and back into the match. 

 

As a quick reminder, Habakkuk was a contemporary of 

Nahum, Zephaniah and Jeremiah who were all struggling w/ 

the condition of Judah during the time of the divided 

kingdom. While Nahum, Zephaniah and Jeremiah were 

delivering a message of repentance to the people, Habakkuk 

took up his issues w/ God. Frustrated w/ God, Habakkuk 

accused God of being distant and deaf and asked God why 

He was standing idly by while His people did as they pleased 

and pursued idols. Only Habakkuk quickly discovers that 

God wasn’t sitting on His hands but was already in the 

process of dealing w/ His people – just not in the way 

Habakkuk was thinking. So when God delivers the news that 

He was sending a Babylonian bomb to deal w/ His people, 

Habakkuk respectfully takes issue w/ God. 



In our 1st week, we learned from Habakkuk how deal w/ 

doubt and frustration in life. Instead of checking out or 

backing out – God bids us to TALK it out. Habakkuk 

offered us (4) principles and (1) truth for handling doubt. 

 

 Honestly ASSESS Your CIRCUMSTANCES 

 Humbly APPROACH God w/ Your CONCERNS 

 Happily ACCEPT God’s COMEBACK 

 Honorably APPRECIATE God’s CHARACTER 

 

Don’t ever judge God by what you think you would do if 

you were God, b/c you’re not God. 

 

But doubt isn’t the only issue we face in following God and 

dealing w/ life – sometimes we face disappointment too. So 

last week, Habakkuk offered us (4) keys to handling 

disappointment when dealing w/ God and life: 

 

 Be WATCHFUL – b/c God will SHOW UP 

 Be WAITING – b/c God will SPEAK 

 Be WARNED – b/c God will not SETTLE 

 Be WORSHIPFUL – b/c God is SOVEREIGN 

 

When you can’t find God in disappointing times – don’t give 

up, blow up, or back up… LOOK up and have faith in God! 

 

This is the heart of this book and the key to life – Faith.  



But the righteous will live by his faith. Hab. 2:4 

 

Faith in God is the key to life. And not just in any god – 

but in the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob – in the God 

who became flesh in the person of Jesus Christ and laid 

down His life to give all of us forgiveness and life. 

 

So here in this little OT book, Habakkuk has been teaching 

us how to live by faith in challenging times. How timely is 

this book for us who, like Habakkuk, are living in tough 

times? Personally, I’ve not seen more disillusionment, 

discouragement and despair than we have today – and 

neither had Habakkuk. So through Habakkuk’s interaction 

w/ God we learn how we can face tough times in (1) of (2) 

ways: by fear or by faith. So whether you’re fearful about 

your family, finances or future – Habakkuk offers a clear 

word – Fear is always defeated by authentic faith. 

 

How can a person know when they’re living by faith in 

God instead of by fear in this world? In Hab. 3, the 

prophet comes full circle w/ his faith – and in doing so offers 

us (4) proofs to affirm when we’ve placed our trust in God. 

 

I RELY on the PROVISION of God 

 

Lord, I have heard of your fame; I stand in awe of your 

deeds, Lord. Repeat them in our day, in our time make them 

known; in Your wrath remember mercy. Hb. 3:1-2  



So Habakkuk finally gets it. He has taken his eyes off of his 

circumstances and has put his focus back on God’s plan, 

purpose and priorities. No longer does he doubt God’s plan 

to crush Judah or is disappointed in how God plans to do it 

using the Babylonians. Instead, he’s eager to see God move 

in power to provide grace and justice for the problem of sin.   

 

He sings: “God, I’ve heard thru the Scriptures and the 

teachers of Scriptures that there’ve been times when you 

have come in unveiled glory to make yourself known among 

your people and have dealt swiftly w/ sin to deliver and 

provide for your people to change their hearts and transform 

their lives.” And he says, “I’ve heard about it and read 

about it, but I’ve never seen it – but I want to see it.”  

 

How many of you, like Habakkuk, long for the day when 

God might show up and show out in the USA w/ such power 

and to such a degree that everyone will bend their knees and 

bow their hearts to Jesus? Wouldn’t that be great? God has 

done it before and He could do it again. So Habakkuk says, 

“I’ve heard about it. I’ve read about it; but I’d love to see it.   

 

God did show up. He showed up in Habakkuk’s day and He 

showed up 600 yrs. later in the person of Jesus. In Christ, 

God poured out His wrath for the forgiveness of sin while at 

the same time providing a way of mercy so that we might be 

saved – so that in Christ we might have redemption thru His 

blood for the forgiveness of sin.  



II REMEMBER the PRESENCE of God 

 

God came from Teman, the Holy One from Mount Paran. 

His glory covered the heavens and his praise filled the earth. 

His splendor was like the sunrise; rays flashed from his 

hand, where his power was hidden. Plague went before him; 

pestilence followed his steps. He stood and shook the earth; 

he looked and made the nations tremble. The ancient 

mountains crumbled and the age-old hills collapsed – but he 

marches on forever. I saw the tents of Cushan in distress, the 

dwellings of Midian in anguish. Were you angry w/ the 

rivers, Lord? Was your wrath against the streams? Did you 

rage against the sea when you rode your horses and your 

chariots to victory? You uncovered your bow, you called for 

many arrows. You split the earth w/ rivers; the mountains 

saw you and writhed. Torrents of water swept by; the deep 

roared and lifted its waves on high. Sun and moon stood 

still in the heavens at the glint of your flying arrows, at the 

lightning of your flashing spear. In wrath you strode through 

the earth and in anger you threshed the nations. You came 

out to deliver your people, to save your anointed one. You 

crushed the leader of the land of wickedness, you stripped 

him from head to foot. W/ his own spear you pierced his 

head when his warriors stormed out to scatter us, gloating 

as though about to devour the wretched who were in hiding. 

You trampled the sea w/ your horses, churning the great 

waters. Hb. 3:3-15 

 



A 2nd affirmation to genuine faith Habakkuk point’s out is 

that instead of doubting God’s presence and purpose – we 

must remember how He has faithfully moved in the past to 

honor His covenant and protect His people. Beginning in vs. 

3, Habakkuk goes thru a litany of events where God stepped 

up and acted like God to His people. What you have in vs. 3-

15 is a Reader’s Digest version of the 1st ½ of the OT. 

 
God came from Teman, the Holy One from Mount Paran.  His 

glory covered the heavens and his praise filled the earth. Hb. 3:3 

 

Habakkuk is referring to when God raised up Moses to 

deliver His people from Egyptian bondage.  

 

Plague went before him; pestilence followed his steps… 

were you angry w/ the rivers, Lord? Was your wrath against 

the streams? Did you rage against the sea when you rode w/ 

your horses and your victorious chariots? You uncovered 

your bow, you called for many arrows.  Hb. 3:5, 8-9 

 

Habakkuk is recounting the (2) major OT events when God 

parted the Red Sea so Israel could escape the Egyptians and 

when He parted the Jordan so the Israelites could cross over 

into the Promised Land. 

 

Sun and moon stood still in the heavens at the glint of your 

flying arrows, at the lightning of your flashing spear. Hb. 3:11 



This recounts the story in Joshua 10 when the Israelites were 

fighting the Amorite kings and as they were fleeing away 

Joshua prayed for the sun to stand still so they’d have more 

daylight to completely destroy the Amorites.   

 

Then Habakkuk makes an incredible statement in verse 13. 

 

You came out to deliver your people, to save your anointed 

one. Hab. 3:13 

 

While he didn’t know it, Habakkuk was referring to Jesus. 

We can look back to what Habakkuk was looking forward to 

– the Cross. If nothing else reminds us that the God of 

yesterday is the God who takes care of today – it the Cross. 

 

Here’s Habakkuk point – The God who’s been faithful to 

us in the past will be faithful to us in the present and into 

the future. What I need to do is commit God’s past works to 

my present situation and know that the God who did not fail 

me yesterday is the God who will w/ me today. 

 

III RELAX in the PROTECTION of God 

 

I’ll be the 1st to tell you that all of this sounds good in theory, 

but meanwhile back at the ranch I still don’t have a job, I’m 

still battling cancer, my spouse still hasn’t returned, my bills 

still aren’t being paid, and I’m scared out of my mind.” If 

Habakkuk were here he’d say, “I know how you feel.” 



I heard and my heart pounded, my lips quivered at the 

sound; decay crept into my bones, and my legs trembled. Yet 

I will wait patiently for the day of calamity to come on the 

nation invading us. Hb. 3:16 

 

my heart pounded – the English language doesn’t paint a 

clear picture of how scared Habakkuk was. The Hebrew 

literally means, “My bowels trembled.”  In other words, it 

scared the ‘you know what’ out of him. He was terrified. He 

knew the Babylonians were coming and his nation was going 

to be destroyed and his countrymen killed or taken captive.  

 

The truth is some of our greatest fears may come to pass.   

We may lose our jobs, get cancer, experience a painful loss 

or die a difficult death. Yet, you can also say as Habakkuk,  

 

Yet I will wait patiently. Hab. 3:16 

 

Habakkuk says I’m going to trust God no matter what might 

come my way.  Courage is not the absence of fear – rather 

it is having faith in God in the face of fear.   

 

IV REJOICE in the PERSON of God 

 

Though the fig tree doesn’t bud and there are no grapes on 

the vines, though the olive crop fails and the fields produce 

no food, though there are no sheep in the pen and no cattle 

in the stalls, yet I will rejoice in the Lord, I will be joyful in 



God my Savior. The Sovereign Lord is my strength; he 

makes my feet like the feet of a deer, he enables me to tread 

on the heights. Hb. 3:17-19 

 

Now this is huge! Habakkuk teaches us an amazing and 

difficult faith lesson – Faith in God can never be defined 

by our circumstances but by His person. 

 

Simple truth is that it’s easy to trust in God when life is good 

and our wants and desires are being met. When there’s food 

to eat, water to drink, friends to enjoy and a job to provide – 

but what if none of those things happen and trouble stares 

you in the face? Can you still praise/worship God then?   

 

It’s in trying and difficult times that genuine faith is defined 

– and when we can praise God for who He is and not just for 

what He has done and for what He is doing. 

 

This is where Habakkuk goes – he says, “I will return to the 

source of my joy b/c of who God is and what He has already 

done. And if He never shows up again or does anything 

again for me, I still have enough to praise and trust Him. 

 

Now this is hard for us in our success-driven American 

culture. We’re a people committed to the founding principles 

of life, liberty and the pursuit of continual good times. After 

all, isn’t that our God-given right? NO! 



Can I let you in on a secret? God’s goal for you isn’t the 

American dream – it is for you to know and follow Him.  It 

is for your life to accomplish His Divine will – whether or 

not you ever get to taste the American dream.   

 

So let me suggest that if your will is to be successful, then 

you’re going to have a very difficult time praising and 

submitting to God when things are tough and you’re not 

winning at life. In fact, you’re more likely to blame God 

than to trust and praise Him.  

 

Listen again to Habakkuk, “If all my food, my crops, my job, 

my affluence, my success and all my security goes away, I 

will still sing to God.” Why? “B/c I know God is good and 

that He’s in control and His love endures forever.”  

 

If God never did another thing for you, other than send his 

Son to die for your sins and rise again to extend His love to 

you – would you have enough to sing forever? Absolutely! 

We all would. And it has nothing to do w/ our circumstances 

but His grace – God gives us everything we need – including 

the faith to make it thru today. 

 

Many of us know the story of Joni Erickson Tada who was 

paralyzed in a swimming accident. She tells this story: She 

said, “Honesty is always the best policy, but especially when 

you’re surrounded by a crowd of women in a restroom 

during a break at a Christian women’s conference.”  



Once a woman said, "Oh, Joni, you always look so together, 

so happy in your wheelchair. I wish I had your joy!" Several 

around her agreed. "How do you do it?" "I don’t," I said. "In 

fact, may I tell you honestly how I woke up this AM? And 

this is my avg. day. “After my husband leaves for work at 6 

AM, I’m alone until I hear the front door open at 7 AM. 

That’s when a friend arrives to get me up. While I listen to 

her make coffee, I pray, “Lord, my friend will soon give me 

a bath, get me dressed, sit me in my chair, brush my hair and 

teeth and send me out the door. I don’t have the strength to 

face this routine yet again, but I have no resources. I don’t 

have a smile to take into the day; but you do. May I have 

yours? God, I desperately need you.’" "So what happens 

when your friend comes thru the door?" they asked." “I turn 

toward her and give her a smile sent straight from heaven. 

It’s not mine. It’s God’s." I said, gesturing to my paralyzed 

legs, "Whatever joy you see was hard won this morning." 

 

In life there’ll be times of doubt and disappointment. 

There’ll be times when we don’t understand why God does 

and why He doesn’t. There’ll be times when we will not 

fully appreciate His sovereign plan and might even question 

if God has fallen asleep at the wheel; but He hasn’t.  

Habakkuk reminds us that we serve at the pleasure of the 

Almighty and that He’s not only good, but He’s always 

working in, thru and among us for His glory. So hang in 

there. And should life knock you to the canvas, if you have 

Christ as your Savior – you’re never down for the count. 


