
The Game of Life               1/22/12 

Pr. 3:9-10 – Wise Finances        Sunday AM 

 

Video: God Pie – worshiphousemedia.com 

  

Trans: Wow!  Talk about perspective!  What are you 

doing w/ the pie God’s given to you?  In case 

you’ve not been here, we’re in a series in Proverbs 

seeking God’s advice concerning a few of the 

essential areas of our lives. Today we’re going to 

see what God has to say about MONEY. 

 

Verse: Don’t store up for yourselves treasures on earth, 

where moths and rust destroy and thieves break in 

and steal.  Store up for yourselves treasures in 

heaven, where moths and rust don’t destroy, and 

thieves don’t break in and steal. For where your 

treasure is, there your heart will be also.  Mt. 6:19f 

 

Trans: Money. We can live w/out it, but neither can we 

live for it.  It is the one element of life we must 

make sure we master or it’ll become our master.  

 

Verse: 
6:24

No man can serve two masters: either he’ll hate 

the one and love the other; or hold to the one and 

despise the other. You can’t serve God and money. 



Trans: Now let’s be honest w/ ourselves today – money is 

a big thing in our lives.  It is not the only thing, but 

for many people you wouldn’t know it.  Money 

most certainly makes the world go round, and those 

who make it their god are consumed by it. 

 

Idea: Did you know that the U.S. has 403 billionaires, 

over 3500 households w/ a net worth exceeding 100 

mil., 300,000 homes w/ a net worth of 10 mil., 

980,000 w/ a net worth of 5 mil., and b/w now and 

2018, the # of millionaires is expected to quadruple.  

 

 The U.S comprises 40% of the world’s wealth yet 

we only 2.5% of the world’s population (40% of it 

is held by 1% of Americans).  Yet if you have food 

in the fridge, clothes on your back, a roof over 

your head, and a place to sleep, you’re wealthier 

than 75% of the world. If you have money in the 

bank and spare change in a dish, you’re in the 

top 8% of the world’s wealthiest people. 

 

Note: Professing U.S. Christians make $5.9 trillion 

annually, yet give less the 2.7 %. What does this 

mean? I think it means either we don’t know God’s 

expectations or we’ve made a conscious decision to 

invest our wealth in things that matter only to us. 



Story: A new mom was hysterical b/c her son swallowed a 

quarter. She yelled at her husband to call the Dr., 

but he called the pastor. The wife said we don’t 

need a pastor, we need medical help. But the 

husband said, “No we don’t, our pastor can get 

money out of anyone.” 

 

Trans: I want to assure you that my goal this AM isn’t to 

pry money away from you, but to offer you wise 

council from God’s Word to assist you understand 

God’s will for your life so that you might live under 

His influence in every area of your life. 

 

Truth: God knows that many of our greatest struggles in 

life have to deal w/ money.  He knows money 

makes the world go round and that it has a tendency 

to get the best of us. Yet, if we want a life that 

works, then we must make certain we have His 

wisdom in regard to our finances. 

 

Verse: Honor the LORD w/ your wealth and w/ the first 

and best part of all your income.  Then your barns 

will be full, and your vats will overflow w/ new 

wine.    Pr. 3:9-10 

 



Trans: In this text, (3) keys to wise finances – a respect for 

God, a requirement to give, and a promise of reward  

 

I A RESPECT for God 

 

Verse: Honor the Lord w/ your wealth… 

 

Truth: honor – to give the seat of authority; to give 1
st
 

place.  Once again we have to refer to Pr. 1:7 – “the 

fear of the Lord…”  Give God His rightful place on 

the throne of your life – including in your finances. 

 

Trans: Truth is we tend to hold out on God.  We’ll say, 

“God I’ll give you my heart, but not my mind.  You 

can have my hands, but not my mouth.  I’ll give you 

my time, but not my treasures. 

   

Story: During the crusades, Christians hired mercenaries to 

help in the war against Islam. Before a mercenary 

was allowed to fight, he had to be baptized by 

immersion. These men would enter the waters, only 

to draw their swords and raise them out of the 

waters preventing the baptism of their swords.  In 

this act they were telling God they’d give Him their 

lives, but not their swords. They’d accept his 

forgiveness, but were going to fight as they pleased.   



Note: I think many people today approach God in a 

similar fashion. God I want forgiveness and heaven, 

but you can’t have all of me.  

 

Truth: Honoring God w/ our wealth means giving to Him 

what belongs to Him, taking care of what He has 

blessed you w/, and trusting He will take care of 

you as He’s promised.  Owner – Steward – Child 

 

 A His ACTIONS Prove He is Worthy  

 

Verse: Do you not know that your bodies are temples of the 

H.S. who is in you, whom you have received from 

God? You are not your own; 
20

 you were bought at 

a price. Therefore honor God w/ your bodies. 1 Cr. 6:19 

 

Note: He’s worthy b/c He bought you w/ the price of His 

blood on the cross. He’s worthy b/c He died for you 

 

 B His POSITION Proves He is Worthy  

 

Truth: As the Creator God, everything you and I have 

already belongs to Him.  He made it! 

 

Verse: The world and all that is in it belong to the LORD; 

the earth and all who live on it are his.   Ps. 24:1  



Idea: This means that w/ God there is no such thing as 

“spiritual” or “material”.  He is the owner and I am 

a steward of everything He’s entrusted to me. 

 

 C His MOTIVES Prove He is Worthy 

 

Point: I want to be clear.  God doesn’t want or need your 

money; but He desperately wants your heart.  

  

Note: He understands that money is the greatest threat to 

our ability to give Him our heart.  It is the one god 

most likely to stand in the way of us having Him. 

 

Verse: 
6:21

Where your heart is there your treasure will be.  

 

Insert: Our tithes and offerings are not a payment to solicit 

His favor and benevolence, but they serve as 

evidence of a heart surrendered/dependent on God. 

 

 D His PURPOSE Proves He is Worthy  

 

Note: God isn’t only trying to get our attention so we’ll 

trust Him, He’s also helping us get our priorities in 

line so that our lives will count for His glory. 

 

Insert: Priority Jug – you have to get the big things in 1
st
 . 



II A REQUIREMENT to Give 

 

Verse: …w/ the first and best part of all your income. 

 

Idea: It is not to give the least and the leftovers, but the 

first and the best.  The first and best is a tithe.   

 

Story: A worn $1 bill and a distressed $20 arrived at a Fed.  

Reserve to be retired.   As they moved along the 

conveyor belt to be burned, they struck up a 

conversation.  The $20 bill reminisced about its 

travels all over the country. "I've had pretty good 

life," the $20 proclaimed. "I've been to Vegas, 

Atlantic City, the finest restaurants in NY, shows on 

Broadway, and even a cruise to the Caribbean."  

"Wow! You've had an exciting life!" said the $1. 

"So tell me," says the $20, "Where have you been 

throughout your lifetime?"  The $1 bill replies, "Oh, 

I've been to a Methodist Church, Baptist Church, 

etc.," the $20 bill interrupts, "What's a church?" 

 

Insert: The tithe is a principle of giving.  While we equate 

it primarily w/ money, but the principle applies to 

all areas of our lives including our time, tongue, 

talents, treasures, temple, and testimony. 

 



Quote: Money is no different than your voice, time or 

abilities. All are God-given tools to be used for God 

 

Verse: As stewards of His blessings – Just as you excel in 

everything – in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in 

complete earnestness and in your love for us – see 

that you also excel in this grace of giving.   2 Cr 8:7 

 

Look: Giving is a chance to put God 1
st
 and impact others. 

Giving is an occasion for personal/spiritual growth. 

Giving is an act of trust, obedience, and dependence 

Giving is a tool to keep greed/materialism in check. 

 

A WHAT should I tithe? 

 

Truth: I should give to God the first 10% of every 

paycheck and all else that I earn.    

 

Insert: I give a tithe in obedience to His command 

 I give an offering in response to His call 

 I give a seed faith gift in expectation of commission  

 

B WHY should I tithe? 

 

Insert: I give in response to His love for me.  I give b/c He 

fist gave to me.  I give b/c I love Him. 



Truth: People give for (3) reasons:  Fear – Reward – Love.   

 

Story: One day in a lecture, a seminary professor told his 

class there were (4) stages of giving.  "The 1
st
 stage 

is like a man who stands up in church and says, 

'Hey, everybody, look at me! I'm putting a $100 in 

the offering!' The 2
nd

 stage is when the same man 

puts the $100 in the offering but doesn’t declare it, 

but makes it possible for others to see. The 3
rd

 stage 

is when he puts $100 in the offering and neither 

proclaims it nor allows others to see it, but he feels 

so righteous. The professor then changed the subject 

and spoke about another topic. A student asked, 

"Didn't you say there were (4) stages of giving? 

What’s the 4
th
? The prof replied, “Who knows?"  

 

 C WHERE should I tithe? 

 

Idea: The Bible teaches that God expects the tithe to be 

brought to Him at the place where you worship.   

 

Verse: Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there 

may be food in my house. Test me in this,” says the 

Lord, “and see if I will not throw open the 

floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing 

there will not be room enough to store it. Mal. 3:10  



Note: Storehouse tithing was initiated in the O.T. as the 

people brought their tithe to the temple.  In the N.T., 

storehouse tithing is still practiced as believers are 

to be bring their tithes and offerings to the local 

church where they worship and are fed spiritually.  

  

Note: While there are many worthy ministries/charities, 

the church is God’s chosen vehicle to minister and 

mobilize you to represent Christ in this world.  In 

the truest sense, your stewardship is an investment 

into your life and the life of others.  

 

 E HOW should I tithe? 
 

  1 PROPORTIONATELY 

 

Insert: God gets the 1
st
 and best 10

th
 of your income.   

 

  2 CONSISITENTLY 

 

Note: Give as often as God gives to you.  Giving on a 

regular basis helps to keep things in perspective. 

 

  3 JOYFULLY 

 

Verse: God loves a cheerful giver. 2 Cr. 9:7  (Hilarious) 



III A Promise of REWARD 

 

Verse: Then your barns will be full, and your vats will 

overflow w/ new wine.   

 

Truth: If we honor God w/ our wealth and use it wisely, He 

promises to take care of us. 

 

Words: Full    All that you Need 

 Overflowing  More than you Need 

 

Note: God isn’t promising a health/wealth but to care for 

you on the condition of selfless responsibility. 

 

Note: He isn’t blessing you for your convenience or 

comfort but for your responsibility – to whom 

much is given much is required.  

 

Story: Giving $20 in College and God taking care of me 

 

Insert: People will often say, “I’m tithing, why isn’t God 

blessing?”  Two reason:  Either we’re giving w/ 

wrong selfish motives; or b/c we’re not managing 

the other 90% in a God honoring way. 

 



Insert: If you want to be rich – GIVE! If you want to be 

poor – GRASP!  If you want abundance – 

SCATTER! If you want to be needy – HOARD! 

 

Story: A wealthy man stood before his church to challenge 

the people to give. He shared his testimony, "I’ve 

not always been rich. There was a time when I was 

a very poor. A few years ago, I attended a church 

service and heard the pastor speak about trusting 

God w/ all that you have. I had only $20 to my 

name and it was in my pocket. That AM, I decided 

to take the preacher at his word so I put the $20 in 

the offering and walked away from church putting 

all of my trust in God". He said, "If I were to put all 

of my money in the collection plate today, it’d be 

over a million dollars!" W/ those dramatic words, 

he sat down. An elderly lady sitting behind him 

leaned forward and whispered loud enough for 

everyone to hear."  I dare you to do it again!" 

 

Note: Remember – God brought the pie.  He owns it all.  

To be wise w/ money means to bring it under His 

control and to give to Him what belongs to Him and 

managing the rest to His glory. 


