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Colossians 1:28         Sunday AM 

 

Take the Plunge Bumper – Last week on the Isle of Capri I 

took this photo thinking about this series. I’m not sure how 

long the drop was, yet I wouldn’t have wanted to have found 

out – but you know what they say, it’s not the fall that kills 

you but the sudden stop at the bottom. 

 

I have some good news – this new series won’t kill you, but 

it might require a leap of faith which can seem daunting.  

 

If you’re just joining us today, last Sunday we started a 

series about the importance of belonging/engaging in a local 

church – more specifically, being a member/partner here at 

FBCPTC. See – being a Jesus-follower is more than just 

believing – it’s also belonging.  

 

 Belonging to partner in the Great COMMISSION of 

going into the world to make disciples of all nations. 

 

 Belonging to partner in the Great COMMANDMENT of 

loving God and one another the same way Jesus loves us. 

 

 Belonging to partner in the Great CONVICTION of 

seeking first the kingdom of God and His righteousness.  



 

 

Today I want to share the strategic mission of our church and 

why. For those who’ve be members/partners for a week or 

since the church began – my hope/prayer is this series will 

be an encouraging reminder of God’s Calling on your life 

and a battle cry to what/who we committed ourselves so 

many years ago. And for those who are prayerfully 

considering God’s calling on your life for where you should 

share life/ministry in a local church, my hope/prayer is God 

will give you clarity in His will for you concerning here.  

 

Why is this important? B/c God’s good, pleasing, perfect 

will in your life and in this church are at stake. Your church 

is more than just a casual, flippant attendance – it is your 

faith community. It’s where you agree to follow God and 

invest your life into something greater than yourself. It’s 

where your life should be launched into the G.C. and where 

you join in intimacy w/ others to spur one another along 

towards loving/serving God and others. This is no small 

human decision, but a big divinely inspired calling.  

 

Be careful of a church who teaches you can have Christ 

w/out commitment or of a church that wants your money and 

attendance but doesn’t care about having a relationship w/ 

you. Be careful of a church who doesn’t miss you when 

you’re absent or of a church where it is more about the 

pastor’s ego and church’s earthly kingdom than it is Jesus.  



 

 

Sadly, in our preference, entertainment-driven, culture, 

oftentimes this truth gets lost. But God’s calling isn’t subject 

to the whims of culture or denominational doctrines/styles 

that attract/fascinate our senses. It’s more than a show, the 

local church is more than a Sunday production/program – it 

is to be our spiritual family. It’s a place where we do life in 

Jesus w/ others. It’s supposed to be more than a place where 

we check an attendance box, enjoy the show, and then go 

about our worldly business. It’s supposed our local spiritual 

family where we encounter the Father as we share life w/ 

others desiring to thrive in their daily experience w/ God.  

 

Are all churches perfect at doing this, unfortunately – NO!  

Are we perfect at doing this at FBCPTC? Nope. But while 

we’re an imperfect church of imperfect people, we’re 

striving to discover daily and follow a perfect God who is in 

the process of making us more and more like Jesus every 

day. I don’t share this as a sales pitch but to help each of us 

to make it our spiritual ambition to only unite our lives w/ a 

church going in the same direction towards Jesus, but to 

never seek anything less than God’s will.  

 

In organizational management there are a number of 

strategies that can be applied to clarify not only the 

missional purpose of the organization (the WHAT) but also 

the passionate process (the WHY/HOW) that’s put in place 

to accomplish the mission.  



 

 

At FBCPTC we exist to MAKE, MATURE, and 

MOBILIZE disciples.  This is what we’re striving to do. It’s 

my heart’s desire as pastor to help everyone who is called to 

partner w/ us to KNOW God, GROW up in their faith, so 

they might GO out into their mission field to live/share 

God’s love/grace w/ others.  

 

This is our WHAT. We exist to make disciples. This doesn’t 

make us special b/c every church is called to make disciples 

that make disciples – this is Jesus’ Commission. Some are 

better at it than others, but we’re organizing ourselves, 

leading/teaching to be the best we can be in this endeavor, 

but we’re still in process. So let me give you our target.  

 

Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain 

where Jesus had told them to go. When they saw him, they 

worshiped him; but some doubted. Then Jesus came to them 

and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been 

given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, 

baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and 

of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I 

have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to 

the very end of the age.” Matthew 28:16-20 

 

 

 

 



 

 

THE FIVE MARKS OF A DISCIPLE 

 

1 A Disciple is AVAILABLE to God 

 

A disciple abandons his life to the way/will of God. They 

show up when/where Jesus calls. This is no small task. After 

His resurrection, Jesus invited the disciples to meet Him on 

Mt Hermon some 40 miles from Capernaum and 80 miles 

from Jerusalem — and they showed up. Why? B/c they were 

absolutely convinced He was who He said He was and did 

what He said He’d do. In 2 Cr. 5:14, Paul says it this way: 

 
Christ’s love compels us, b/c we are convinced one died for all... 

 

2 A Disciple has AFFECTION for God 

 

A disciple loves God w/ all of his heart, mind, soul, and 

strength. It means Jesus is the object of your affection and 

the centerpiece of your soul. More than singing songs – it is 

actively worshipping God in every aspect and detail of your 

life – becoming a living sacrifice, holy, pleasing, an 

acceptable as an act of worship.  

 

3 A disciple lives under the AUTHORITY of God 

 

A disciple lives plugged into God and under the authority of 

Christ – this is the abiding life Jesus referred to in John 15: 



 

 

I am the vine and you are the branches, anyone who abides 

in me will bear much fruit but apart from Me you can do 

nothing. John 15:6 

 

To live under the authority of God means that you live in 

alignment/under the influence of the H.S. and w/in the 

boundary of God’s Word that your life might participate in 

and accomplish God will – which is His Great Commission. 

 

4 A Disciples Seeks to Accomplish the AGENDA of God 

 

God’s agenda is for people to KNOW Christ, GROW up in 

Him, and GO out into the world for Him. As disciples we 

get to participate in this amazing Commission. We do this by 

discovering Christ in salvation, and then as we are going we 

must be growing. We’re to reproduce what God has been 

redeeming in us through the cross.  

 

5 A Disciple Waits on the ASSURANCE of God 

 

A disciple doesn’t just launch out into the world in his own 

strength, ingenuity, and ability – he moves out under the 

leading/compulsion of the H.S. We don’t just launch out in 

God’s name, we wait on the Lord to call and we respond.  

“Lo I am w/ you always” is more than a promise of His 

presence, it’s an expectation of the leading the Lord – as we 

listen for His voice and then follow in obedience.  



 

 

In my estimation, after years of studying what Jesus did w/ 

His disciples, I believe there are (3) primary spiritual 

skills/disciplines He uploaded into their lives to accomplish 

this spiritual objective – to MAKE, MATURE, and 

MOBILIZE His followers.  

 

THE ESSENTIAL SKILLS OF A DISCIPLE 

 

1 Ability to HEAR /DISTINGUISH God’s Voice 

 

Jesus said – My sheep hear my voice and they follow me.  

 

The beginning of follow-ship is listening/responding to the 

leading of God – tuning our lives to His voice – getting on 

the correct frequency. And it’s a simple process – to get on 

the right frequency w/ God requires we’re frequent w/ God.  

 

A great book written on this topic is by Batterson called 

Whisper. I’ve almost finished the book and I couldn’t 

recommend it any higher.  

 

2 Ability to Rightly HANDLE /APPLY God’s Word 

 

Psalm 1 – tells us to meditate on God’s Word day and night 

so that we will be like a tree planted by streams of water 

which yields fruit in due season.  

 



 

 

In 2 Timothy 2:15 we’re encouraged to study to show 

ourselves approved by God as workmen who rightly cut and 

understand God’s Word.  

 

3 Ability to HONOR /LIVE from One’s Identity in Christ 

 

If any man is in Christ, he is a new creation – the old is gone 

and all things have become new. 2 Corinthians 5:17 

 

This is ginormous! B/c who we are now as a result of the 

effectual work of cross in us makes us completely new 

people – w/ new desires, ambitions, and opportunities. God 

literally has transformed our lives and our course of life into 

something new for His glory. He has ushered us into a 

covenant relationship of grace so that now we are in Christ – 

so long as we walk in step in the spirit, we no longer have to 

be subject to the bonds of the flesh. We can live as more 

than conquerors in Christ. 

 

The result of tuning our lives to God’s voice and Word – His 

rhema and logos – and discovering who we are in Christ as 

His covenant people inspires us not only to seek first His 

will and Kingdom, but they inspire us to SPEAK and 

SHARE our faith w/ others as we SERVE and MINISTER 

to others in Jesus’ name.  

 



 

 

This is our WHAT! The question is WHY? And our WHY 

is simple, b/c this is what Jesus asked us to do. And b/c 

w/out Christ, people will spend eternity separated from the 

God who loves them and desires a relationship w/ them. It’s 

why He took on flesh and entered time/space – to redeem 

His lost creation and restore us into relationship w/ Him. So 

until He comes – we MUST go. 

 

Go into the world and make disciples of all nations baptizing 

them in the name of the Father, Son, and H.S., teaching them 

all I have commanded you. Matthew 28:19-20 

 

When the H.S. comes upon you, you will be my witnesses in 

Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria…  Acts 1:8 

 

The passage I believe best clarifies the mission of the church 

in the G.C. is found in Paul’s epistle to He Colossians.  

 

We proclaim Christ, admonishing and teaching everyone so 

we might present everyone fully mature in Christ. Col. 1:28 

 

Our mission is to provide encouraging accountability as we 

unashamedly invest the truth of God into everyone we can 

get to listen so we can introduce them to Christ and help 

them grow to reproductive maturity so they might too 

participate in the mission of Jesus. Why? B/c this is what 

our Savior asked us to do b/c this is what He came to do. 



 

 

Our HOW is what sets us apart from every other church. It 

is what makes us unique.  

 

Now to be clear, not every church is committed to Jesus’ 

Commission. Sadly, some have gotten lost along the way – 

which is easy to do. Some have surrendered the mission of 

Jesus to the preferences of members and have found 

themselves wandering in the wilderness. Some have been 

lost to poor pastoral/lay leadership, while others have just 

strayed from the faith to indulge the world around them – 

which again is easy to do. Others under the influence of 

Satan have become so heavenly minded they’ve become no 

earthy good while others have become so earthly minded 

they’re no heavenly good – both have lost the narrow way 

and landed in either the ditch of legalism or liberalism. All 

throughout my trip to Italy this past week I stood in dead, 

decaying, and disillusioned churches that’ve become either 

religious institutions or irreligious museums. 

 

What I can tell you is while we’re far from perfect; we’re 

striving to stay on the narrow path in pursuit of God’s 

missional will.  

 

Our HOW is our intentional strategy of making, maturing, 

and mobilizing.  

 



 

 

As it applies to MAKING – we’re striving to make GOD 

followers instead of GOOD followers 

 

GOOD vs GOD – explain Colossians 1:9-13 

 

We want people to do more than just know about God, we 

desire they walk intimately w/ Him.  

 

As it applies to MATURING — we’re seeking to follow 

Jesus’ approach/model instead of man’s scheme in making 

disciples. 

 

MASSES – 70 – l – 12 – 1 

 

We believe that like Jesus, ministry occurs on multiple levels 

simultaneously, yet while it might occur on multiple levels – 

Jesus began w/ the one instead of w/ the masses. In fact, a 

cursory look at the Gospels reveals that Jesus spent 

increasing amounts of time w/ decreasing amounts of people 

throughout His ministry. He invested small to reach the 

masses. He invested His life in the 12 and then sent them out 

to repeat the process over, and over, and over again and 

again – and we are here today b/c one spiritual generation 

after another has repeated the process. But if the next 

generation is going to hear it, experience it, get it, and then 

give it away, then we are going to have to do our part now.  

 



 

 

We are – One w/ MANY 

We’re a corporate family sharing in missional purpose. We 

identify together. We worship and go on mission together. 

 

We are – One w/SOME  

We’re a church w/in a church – sharing life. We pray 

together, study together, serve together, minister together 

 

We are – One on ONE  

We’re engaged in meaningful life2life relationships – 

growing to invest in one another and share in accountability 

 

As it applies to MOBILIZING – we’re desire to help 

everyone discover and experience God’s missional will in 

their life. This means we have to do more than just create 

and encourage going – we have to help believers discover 

and be developed in their understanding of God’s will as 

they embrace God’s calling on their lives both individually 

and corporately.  

 

This is critical to grasp. Doing doesn’t create being – 

BEING inspires DOING – and this is only discovered in 

discovering one’s identity in Christ.  

     

So not only do we desire to assist you in discovering who 

God is gifted and called you to be, we want to help you to 

connect to this calling both w/in and through the church.  


