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Good AM! Wow! What a great week of ministry we’ve 

experienced here in Peachtree City. For all who engaged in 

loving our neighbors – thank you for giving of yourselves 

for the sake of the Gospel. And to Pastor Mark and our 

Missions Team – thanks for you leadership and hard work. 

 

If you’ve been around FBCPTC for any length of time, you 

know that we take serious the G.C. and the call of ministry 

found in Acts 1:8 – to go into the world beginning in our 

Jerusalem out to the uttermost. But it all begins right here in 

PTC. If we can’t shine brightly here, then what makes us 

think we can make a difference somewhere else? 

 

I’m reminded of the quote by the missionary C.T. Studd – 

The light the shines the farthest shines the brightest at home. 

 

In light of this commission to engage our Jerusalem w/ our 

neighbors, I want to look at a parable Jesus shared that asks a 

relevant question pertaining to us – who is your neighbor? 

 

One day an expert in religious law stood up to test Jesus by 

asking him a question: “Teacher, what should I do to inherit 

eternal life?” Jesus replied, “What does the law of Moses 

say? How do you read it?” The man replied, “You must love 

the Lord your God w/ all your heart, soul, strength, and 



mind, and love your neighbor as yourself.” Jesus replied, 

“You are correct. Do this and you will live!” The man, 

wanting to justify his actions, asked Jesus, “Who is my 

neighbor?” Jesus replied w/ a story: “A Jewish man was 

traveling from Jerusalem down to Jericho, and he was 

attacked by bandits. They stripped him of his clothes, beat 

him, and left him half dead beside the road. “By chance a 

priest came along. But when he saw the man lying there, he 

crossed to the other side of the road and passed him by. A 

Levite walked over and looked at him lying there, but he also 

passed by on the other side. “Then a despised Samaritan 

came along, and when he saw the man, he felt compassion 

for him. Going over to him, the Samaritan soothed his 

wounds w/ olive oil and wine and bandaged them. Then he 

put the man on his donkey and took him to an inn, where he 

took care of him. The next day he handed the innkeeper two 

silver coins, telling him, ‘Take care of this man. If his bill 

runs higher than this, I’ll pay you the next time I’m here.’ 

“Now which of these three would you say was a neighbor to 

the man who was attacked by bandits?” Jesus asked. The 

man replied, “The one who showed him mercy.” Then Jesus 

said, “Yes, now go and do the same.” 

 

To understand this parable you have to realize the context – 

so let’s recap. An expert in the Law comes to Jesus w/ the 

question – what must I do to have eternal life? What must 

I do to be right w/ God?  



Now don’t miss this – after Jesus turns the question on him, 

he gives Jesus the right answer w/ a wrong understanding.  

 

His words were correct – but he thought it was something he 

could do to earn God’s favor – instead of realizing it was 

something he couldn’t do w/out the intervention of God. 

 

Let me explain. When we read “love God w/ all of our heart, 

mind, soul, strength – like the man in the parable, we think 

this is something we can do in our ability – and that is, we 

think if we love God to the full capacity of our ability then 

we will be okay w/ Him – but this is not what Jesus said. 

 

The key word is LOVE – (4) words for love: 

phileo – brotherly love – to humanly love another 

eros – erotic – to love physically and romantically 

stamnos – to enjoy the inanimate – I love tea 

 

But Jesus uses the word – agape – which is a love that 

originates w/ God. The only way we can agape love is if God 

lives in us and loves through us. 

 

This means, there’s no amount of love I can produce that 

will ever forgive my sin and afford me entrance into heaven. 

Instead, God has to love me in such a manner that draws me 

into a relationship w/ Him and gives me the ability not just 

to love Him, but to love others as He loves me. 

 



This is HUGE! Right there in their exchange is the lesson 

God doesn’t want us to miss. His question reveals that 

while the man could recite a correct answer – he didn’t 

have a correct understanding of what his words meant. 

How horrifying is it to think we can know correct answer in 

our heads, recite it w/ our lips, but miss the point in the 

understanding of our hearts.  

 

Church – we live in a community where many of our 

neighbors can recite the correct answer w/ their lips, but 

have missed the meaning in their hearts. We go to church, 

and school, and the ballparks w/ people who grasp the idea 

of religion, but who have not experienced a genuine life-

changing relationship w/ Jesus. And it is our calling, b/c of 

what Jesus has done in our lives, to love our neighbors as 

Jesus loves them, so that they too can experience a genuine 

intimacy and relationship w/ the Savior. 

 

Remember, Jesus’ ultimate concern was this man’s spiritual 

condition. He knew the man had a wrong perspective and 

interpretation of the truth. So His response to him was to 

draw him to the truth. So Jesus launched into a parable to 

confront this man’s faulty understanding and draw to a 

correct interpretation. And He does this by addressing the 

question – Who is my neighbor? 

 

Let me provide a little clarity to the context of this parable. 

 



So a man is on a journey traveling a dangerous road and is 

beaten, and robbed. Two religious men walk past him 

refusing to help, while an outcast Samaritan comes along 

and helps the man by tending to his wounds and taking him 

to a place of safety. Jesus asks, “Which one is his neighbor?”  

 

Jesus offered a story relevant to the context of the day. This 

was a real road. The 17-mile road that plunges 3,300 feet 

from Jerusalem to Jericho was called the “Way of Blood.” 

The old road traversed rugged, barren, lonely terrain and was 

favored by thieves/thugs. In a day when all travel was 

hazardous, the Jericho road was especially threatening. So 

the story Jesus told was drawn from real life and the 

audience understood the scenario all too well. 

 

But Jesus’ focus wasn’t on the man who was beaten and 

robbed, but on the other people in the story b/c his focus was 

on the authenticity of faith not the practice of empathy. 

 

Which means the real question at hand isn’t – who is my 

neighbor? But b/c of faith – what kind of neighbor are you?  

 

In this parable – we see three types of people – and the truth 

is all of us fit into one of these three categories. Each of us, 

based on the convictions of our heart lead a life that can be 

found on the road from Jerusalem to Jericho.  

 

 



A The TAKERS 

 

Let’s just be honest – there are some bad people in our world 

who are only out for themselves and they don’t care about 

anyone else. They’re users, abusers, confusers, and accusers 

– who’ll do anything to satisfy their needs and their greed. 

 

B The FAKERS 

 

The 2nd group of people in the world is those who take the 

talk but don’t walk the walk. I think this group falls into one 

of (2) categories – Too GOOD or Too RUSHED. 

 

Let me teach you something I learned in Israel as we were 

driving up to Jerusalem from Jericho along what was likely 

right along the same route as this parable.  

 

There weren’t enough priests/Levites to care for the needs 

and traditions in the Temple, so from all over Israel, 

priests/Levites would travel to provide Temple support. If 

they were in route to the Temple – and would’ve provided 

aid, they would’ve disqualified themselves as unclean – but 

this wasn’t the case. They were not headed to but from the 

Temple, thus their decision wasn’t one of necessity but of 

unwillingness – they were too pious to help.  

 



Another option, although not necessarily in this text are 

those people who might help if they were not in such a hurry 

to get somewhere in life – the pre-occupied.  

  

Princeton Study – the class had read and studied the story of 

the Good Samaritan. Then they were sent in groups across 

campus to take a test. Along the way, a person in need was 

positioned – depending on the time they were allotted to get 

to the test sight determined their willingness to help – high, 

immediate, low hurry 

 9/10 in High Hurry didn’t stop but stepped over 

 6/10 in low hurry stopped and helped 

 

C The MAKERS 

 

Obviously, the Samaritan represents what genuine faith 

looks like when we’re right w/ God. These are people 

compelled by the love of God in them to meet the needs of 

those around them in Jesus’ name and for His glory.  

 

Jesus point to the expert in the Law was that those who been 

transformed by the love of God will be a chosen people of 

compassion/grace – ready/willing to meet people at the point 

of their need in Jesus’ name w/ no strings attached. 

 

So what kind of neighbor are you? More importantly, what 

does your responsiveness to others say about the reality of 

your faith? 


