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FORTY!  Did you know that 40 is one of the most 

significant numbers in Scripture?  It is a number 

denoting preparation (like God sending Moses into the 

wilderness to prepare Him to lead His people out of 

Egypt).  It is a number that denotes pruning, purging 

punishment and proving (like the 40 days of flood or 

the 40 years Israel wandered in the wilderness so that 

God could prune out those who lacked faith and 

authenticate a genuine trust).  

 

In every case, God’s objective was to get His people to 

trust in Him alone and to follow His lead into promise. 

 

Today we celebrate the gathering of a small band of 

believers who stepped out in faith to choose to do life 

together in Jesus’ name. Needless to say, 40 years this 

group had no idea of what this church was going to 

become when they first gathered together, but they 

chose to pitch in to share to responsibility of being 

Jesus to one another and to the community and world 

around them. T God be the glory! 



As a result of their faith and obedience – along w/ the 

100’s who have taken the baton of faith from them, 

today we continue to seek first God's kingdom and will. 

 

Testimony – Lynn Fairly 

 

So what is a church? A community and family of faith 

where believers serve cooperatively to encourage and 

enable one another, together to fulfill the commission 

of Jesus Christ of knowing and loving God, loving each 

other, and sharing His hope with the world. 

 

Kingdom-focused – intent on honoring God’s will. 

People-centric – focused on leading people to God. 

Purpose-driven – driven by God’s Commission. 

Community-based – believers sharing a common unity 

 

The church isn’t a place for believers to sit, soak, sour, 

and stink – it’s a place to belong, share, serve, and love 

 

And let us consider how we may spur one another on 

toward love and good deeds, not giving up meeting 

together, as some are in the habit of doing, but 

encouraging one another—and all the more as you see 

the Day approaching. Hb. 10:24-27 

 



Several weeks ago we began a series of lessons together 

concerning our intimacy w/ In each study we have 

discussed the relevance of how each step draws us 

closer into relationship w/ God. A critical element to 

growing/ God is being engaged in a growing, loving 

and ministry-centered church family. Simply put – if 

you want to be personally intimate w/ the Father 

then you need to be a part of a local faith family 

moving in the direction of God. 

 

I An Invitation to BELONG 

 

(3) Pastors got together for coffee and discovered their 

churches had a bat-infestation problem. "I got so mad I 

took a shotgun after them. I made holes in the ceiling, 

but missed the bats." The 2
nd

 one said, “I trapped them 

alive and drove them 50 miles away before releasing 

them, and they beat me back to the church." The 3
rd

 guy 

said, “I haven’t had any problems.  The first (2) asked, 

"What did you do?" He said, "I baptized and made them 

church members and I haven’t seen them since." 

 

Belonging is the most basic level of fellowship – the 

entry point.  It’s identifying and aligning w/ a family of 

believers to grow and serve in the ministry of Christ.   

 



You are members of God's very own family and you 

belong in God's household w/ every other Christian.    

Eph.2:19     Circle:  you belong 

 

The Christian life isn’t just a matter of BELIEVING, 

it’s also a matter of BELONGING – and we must 

CHOOSE to belong.  

 

Why do I need a church?  It’s simple – for spiritual 

help and survival. 1 Peter 5:8 tells us that Satan is a 

roaring lion roaming around seeking who he may 

devour.  We need our church to survive in this world. 

 

In Africa, when a lion sneaks up on a herd, he’s looking 

for a single animal who has wandered from the herd. 

His plan is to isolate the animal that he has a better 

chance of killing it. But if an animal sticks w/ the herd, 

he has a higher chance of survival. 

 

Lest you think lions are expert hunters, they fail more 

than they succeed. Studies of lion behavior offer 

interesting kill statistics. When you examine these 

numbers, a definite pattern can be seen.  When lions 

attack a herd of warthogs, they get a meal 55% of the 

time.  Warthogs travel in groups, but when under attack 

they split up – every warthog for himself!   



When lions attack a herd of zebra, they get a meal only 

35%, b/c zebra herds tend to stick together even 

defending one another.  But when a lions attacks a herd 

of gazelles, they only have an 11% kill rate. Partly b/c 

of the speed of the gazelles, but actually b/c they have 

an early warning system.  Gazelles are famous for 

posting lookouts to watch in all directions to warn the 

herd of impending danger. There’s safety in numbers. 

 

Just as lions attack stragglers, so too does the old 

roaring lion, Satan try to isolate Christians from the 

body.  Satan doesn’t want you to come to church, he 

wants you to get mad and stay away. He’ll tell you a lie 

that you don’t need to go to church where there’s a 

bunch of hypocrites. He’ll lie to you that you can get 

just as much sitting at home watching on TV, or that 

you can worship on your own at the lake. But the Bible 

says there is strength and safety in the herd. And the 

herd is the church of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

In Christ we who are many form one Body, and each 

member belongs to one another."    Rm. 12:5 

 

In becoming a member of a local church, we belong to 

every Christian in that church family.  We’re members 

together.  We experience life together.  



II A Responsibility to SHARE 

 

All the believers met together constantly and shared 

everything w/ one another.   Acts 2:44 

 

We need one another to become everything God desires 

for us to become.  I need you to pour your life into me, 

and you need me to pour myself into you.  When we 

fellowship w/ one another we sharpen each other – we 

make each other better.  Here’s the catch – fellowship 

requires time and sharing. 

 

The more frequently we meet together, the closer we're 

going to get; and the closer we become w/ one another, 

the more we’re willing to share. And what are we to 

share?  We share life!  

 

The average church is too much like a bag of marbles—

we scratch against one another and make a little noise, 

but we really don’t affect each other much.  The church 

should be more like a bag of grapes that mesh together, 

producing a sweet tasting juice b/c of the interaction.   

 

III A Privilege to SERVE  

 

We don’t just belong and share – we contribute.  



Church isn’t a spectator sport; it requires participation.  

It’s a place you come to give, not take.  If you only 

come to take, then you’ll get what‘s coming to you, but 

if you come to give, you’ll find you can’t out-give God.  

   

As believers, together we are to be an EXTENSION of 

His love, an EXHIBITION of His grace, and an 

EXPRESSION of His life. 

 

God didn’t bring you to FBC to be a wallflower.  That's 

not why you're here.  He brought you here to serve.  He 

wants to make a difference through you.  And just as 

there responsibilities in every family, so are there 

responsibilities in God’s family. He expects us to divide 

the chores and do our part. Our church has a covenant 

of faith and practice and we all must do our part.  

 

We are partners working together for God.   1 Cr. 3:9 

 

IV  A Commitment to LOVE 

 

Be devoted to each other like a loving family.   

Rm. 12:10   Circle – devoted 

 

God’s heart is that we are in tune w/ Him and w/ one 

another – that are shared faith is a symphony of grace. 



Symphony refers to the beautiful music that comes 

from players who are reading the same score, playing 

properly tuned instruments, and following w/ precision 

the conductor leading the music. This is koininia. 

 

koinonia – committed to each other as to Jesus.  This is 

the deepest level of fellowship – loving one another as 

we love Jesus.  

 

We know Jn. 3:16, "God so loved the world," but you 

don't know 1 Jn. 3:16.  

 

We know what real love is b/c Christ gave up His life 

for us. And we ought to give up our lives for our 

Christian brothers and sisters.  1 Jn 3:16 

 

This is the deepest level of fellowship; sacrificing for 

each other. It's the kind of love Christ had for us when 

He died for us. It is when you surrender yourself to the 

well-being of others risking everything to spur them on. 

 

Your strong love for each other proves to the world 

you’re my disciples. 

 

What do you want to be known for as a church? 

 



We want to be known for our love – not our size, 

sermons, songs or our buildings.  We want people to 

say, “That's the place where they love each other,” b/c 

that's what Christianity’s all about – loving God and 

loving people. As Christians our love is the best 

witness to the reality of our faith. 

 

So as we move into our future from today, who are we 

going to become? 

 

What kind of church are we going to become? 

 

Scooby Do Church – the church that seems to always 

have a mysterious problem that needs to be solved. 

 

Tasmanian Devil – the church that is so busy that it 

spins out-of-control churning up everything in its path.  

 

Charlie Brown - the church w/ low self-esteem that 

always scared that they’re going to fail.   

 

Fred Flintstone Church – the church stuck in the past 

unwilling to change to make way for the future.  

 

The Chicken Little Church – the sky is falling church 

where people are paralyzed by the fear of the unknown. 



Peter Pan Church – the church living in a fantasy 

world of Never, Neverland.  It refuses to grow up, take 

responsibility, and face reality.  

 

Foghorn Leghorn Church – the self-righteous, smug 

church where the people think their way is always the 

right way and the better way.  

 

The Smurf Church – the church that refuses accept 

outsiders b/c they are different.  They’re almost cultic 

they are so closed to outsiders. 

 

1 Church-centric 

2 Culturally-centric 

3 Christ-centric 

 

I believe the first 40 yrs are to prep for the next 40. 

 

40 church plants in 40 years 

40 months – every adult engage in a ministry/mission 

40 weeks – commit to fast 1 day to seek God’s heart 

40 days – pray 2x a day for our church @ 8:40 

40 minutes – engage in fellowship w/ our family 

40 seconds – pray for willingness to align w/ God 


