
The DANCE                   May 12, 2013 

SPEAK             Sunday AM 

 

When was the last time you spoke w/ someone about 

Jesus? When was the last time you shared you story to 

help influence them to your Savior? 

 

After watching this video – I thought of (2) quotes: 

The mark of a great church is not its SEATING 

capacity but its SENDING capacity.  Mark Stachura 

 

The 2
nd

 quote came from Jesus to His disciples: Follow 

Me and I will make you a fisher of men. Mt. 4:19 

 

Did you catch from Jesus what is necessary to become a 

fisher of men?  You have to choose to follow. 

 

This idea of followship is at the heart of our current 

series. In learning to dance w/ Jesus, we’re learning to 

abide in Him and follow His lead in our lives. It’s a 

move from stifling religion into authentic relationship. 

But the joy of this dance isn’t measured by the accuracy 

of one’s steps, but in the intimate moments shared w/ 

the Lord of the dance. And should we begin to dance w/ 

God, it will result in our becoming concerned w/ the 

eternity of others – we will become fishers of men. 



A few weeks ago I shared my plight w/ you that for 

many years I struggled w/ intimacy w/ God; but then I 

came to a crossroad in my faith journey where I was 

confused and frustrated. I found myself standing at a 

fork in the road of faith longing for the abundant life 

but only knowing Pharisee-ism. Like most people, all I  

knew about Christianity I’d learned from people who 

knew the Law, but couldn’t pick Jesus out of a line up.  

I knew the pomp and circumstance of church and how 

to sing Amazing Grace, but I didn’t know the joy of a 

relationship w/ God. I lost Jesus at church. 

 

Lost? Is there anything worse than being lost?  Actually 

there is one thing worse than being lost? It is being lost 

and having no one looking for you. 

 

Diagram – Lost and Found.  Two types of lost people 

– the mission of the “Found” is to go to the lost to help 

them find God. 

 

Today we’re going to turn our attention to God’s 

greatest concern – the rescuing of the lost.  I say this 

is God’s greatest concern b/c ever since the Fall – God 

has been in relentless pursuit His creation to restore and 

redeem it unto Himself.  This is the reason God sent His 

only Son into the World – to save it. 



For the Son of man is come to seek and to save the lost.  

Lk 19:10.  This was His one and only purpose. 

 

Now if the souls of men are the greatest concern of 

the Father, then they should be of concern to us too. 

 

Simply put – as Christ-followers, we should be ready 

and willing to plunder Hell to populate Heaven.  

 

Today I want to take a few minutes to challenge our 

thinking about what it means to live/speak for Jesus. 

  

I The MANDATE 

 

You shall receive power when the H.S. has come upon 

you and you shall be my witnesses in Jerusalem, Judea, 

Samaria, and the uttermost parts of the world.  Ac. 1:8 

 

As a Christ-follower, my duty and privilege is to be a 

witness who follows the leading of the H.S. to 

CONVEY the message of God’s love while it is God’s 

responsibility to convince, convict and convert.   

 

This is a vital truth to remember. I don’t have to 

browbeat, trick or coax people, I’m to share the truth in 

love and live a life that substantiates this reality. 



II The MESSAGE – God’s Plan of Salvation 

 

A God’s PROMISE – God Loves 

 

God loves you and has a plan for your life and that plan 

begins w/ knowing Him. 

 

For God so loved the world He gave His only begotten 

Son, that whosoever believes in Him should not perish 

but have everlasting life.  Jn. 3:16 

 

B Man’s PROBLEM – Sin 

 

For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. 

 

C Sin’s PENALTY – Wages of Sin 

 

The wages of sin is death… 

 

D Man’s PREDICAMENT – Can’t Save Self 

 

There is no activity under heaven that a person can do 

to earn God’s favor – our very best isn’t good enough. 

 

All our righteous deeds are filthy rags… 

 



D God’s PROVISION – Jesus Died Sin 

 

In love, God sent Jesus to die for our sin. God showed 

us how much He loves us in sending Jesus to die for us. 

 

God demonstrated His love for us in this way, in that 

while we were sinners, Jesus died for us.  Rm. 5:8 

 

E God’s PLEA – The Call of God 

 

Just like we don’t come to God on our terms, neither do 

we come in our timing. We respond to His calling. 

 

No man comes to the Father unless the H.S. draws him. 

 

F Man’s PRAYER – Receive Jesus as Savior 

Response 

Every man must decide if he’ll turn from sin to God 

and accept Jesus’ payment when the Spirit calls.  

 

If you confess w/ your mouth Jesus is Lord and believe 

in your heart God has raised Him from the dead…  

 

The message is simple and life-changing, so why is it at 

times so difficult to share?  It is b/c we tend to struggle 

w/ a few misgivings that hinder our witness. 



III Our MISGIVINGS – Three Threats to Sharing 

 

 A APPREHENSION 

 

The first obstacle to sharing God’s love is fear.  

People are scared of the response they’ll receive, of 

forgetting what to say and of making a mistake. But 

fear is not of God – He’s given us a Spirit of power, 

love and discipline. 

 

Remember – it is my job to follow God’s leading to 

convey the message – and His job to do the saving! 

 

B AWARENESS / ABILITY 

 

Some believers have never come to the understanding 

of their responsibility in the faith.  Furthermore, some 

have never learned how to share His good news; but 

this can be easily rectified w/ a little education, 

encouragement and experience. 

 

 C APATHY 

 

Spiritual apathy is to have a lack concern for the things 

important to God—but why do people grow apathetic?   

 



  1 Misunderstood PURPOSE  

 

Some believers think God has a different purpose for 

their lives other than His Great Commission and the 

redemption of people. 

 

I see this idea often exercised at church. Too many 

churchgoers think the mission of the church is to serve 

them. They think the pastor is paid to wait on them 

hand and foot; but that isn’t God’s will. My calling is to 

lead you to be about the Father’s business. 

 

  2 Misplaced PRIORITIES 

 

I see many believers succumb to issue.  They get caught 

up in life and place a higher priority on enjoying their 

life than on sharing their life – their too busy! 

 

To be honest this is easy to do b/c nearly everyone we 

know and associate w/ are intensely concerned for 

themselves and only nominally concerned for the 

others. This leads us to become consumed w/ obtaining 

our own goals and ambitions. But as believers, God 

desires that our greatest concern is the souls of men.  

He wants us to use every activity in our lives to focus 

on showing and telling others about Him.     



  3 Misappropriated PASSIONS 

 

Our passions drive us and whatever we love we give 

our lives to. Some believers are more in love w/ the 

things of the world then they are w/ the things of God.  

When we fall in love w/ the world, we grow 

unconcerned about the spiritual needs of others – we 

cease to go and tell b/c it isn’t important to us. 

 

  4 Mishandled PROBLEMS 

 

A final thing that breeds apathy is the struggles of life.  

Many believers have lost their fire b/c the challenges of 

life have distracted them and turned their eyes inward.  

To be honest, this is a little bit understandable.  When 

life throws you a curveball it only makes sense that you 

w/draw to handle you challenges; only too many 

believers never make it back to ministry.   

 

IV The METHOD – Go FISH 

 

 A FIND – a starting place to converse 

 

Find a starting point to engage in a conversation and 

then be sensitive to the leading of the H.S. to guide the 

conversation towards spiritual things.  



 B INTRODUCE – spirituality into the dialogue 

 

As the opportunity comes available be prepared to 

introduce the idea of spirituality w/ the intent of 

introducing your faith or a key question about faith. 

 

 C SHARE – your personal faith story 

 

If the person is receptive to a discussion on spiritual 

things, be prepared to share your personal faith story of 

how you came to be a follower of Christ – and if the 

opportunity becomes available, be prepared to share 

God’s plan of salvation. 

 

What is a testimony? In its basic form, a testimony is a 

story—YOUR story! It’s a story about your faith 

journey and relationship w/ Jesus.  It includes how you 

came to embrace God’s love for you, accept His grace 

and a description of what God is currently doing in your 

life to grow you in the faith. Most importantly, your 

testimony is the most powerful tool you have to 

share w/ others the truth of God’s love for them.   

 

For some people, they might have a wild story filled w/ 

sex, drugs, and alcohol— but most don’t.   



In fact, most people come to know Christ through a 

process of asking questions, getting answers and 

accepting God’s free gift of forgiveness and eternal life.  

 

Just b/c you don’t have a tattered past doesn’t mean you 

don’t have a testimony. An effective testimony doesn’t 

have to make someone cry or stand to their feet in 

applause—it simply has to points them to Jesus and 

encourage them in their faith journey. 

 

 Your story BEFORE you were saved 

 

This part is about your life before you met Jesus.  In a 3 

minute testimony, this you include about 30 seconds of 

your story and the focus should be on describing your 

lostness and not glorifying your sin. 

 

 Your story of HOW you were saved 

 

This part is about the conditions that brought you to an 

understanding of God’s grace and forgiveness and of 

the process you experienced in receiving Jesus as you 

Savior and Lord.  This should focus on 1 ½ - 2 minutes 

of your faith story. 

 



 Your story of NOW that you are saved  

 

This part of the story focuses upon your faith 

pilgrimage and upon the important decisions you have 

made to grow in your relationship w/ God.  It could 

include your baptism, church membership, personal 

walk, and ministry – the key issue to testify of the 

validity of God’s presence in your daily life. 

 

 D HELP – the person with next steps 

 

As you share your faith story, be prepared to help the 

person understand not only what Jesus did for them but 

what to do next. 

 

Phillip and the Ethiopian Eunuch – Acts 8:26-40 

 

 He LISTENED for God’s Leading 

 He LOOKED for a Divine Appointment 

 He LEPT into the Opportunity by Faith  

 He LED with an Exploratory Question 

 He LEANED on the Scripture 

 He LEFT the Man Fulfilled 

 

 



So as we close this AM, I want you to turn to the person 

on your right or left and briefly exchange your personal 

faith story.  

 

Now – was that hard to do?  Not really. So who can you 

tell your story to this week?  I want you to think (3) 

people and pray that God will give you an opportunity 

to tell them about your relationship w/ God.  

 

If you didn’t have a story to share, maybe its b/c your 

salvation story has yet to be written.  Maybe today God 

is speaking to you and waiting for your reply.  Why not 

trust Him today. 


