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Brothers, do not slander one another. Anyone who speaks 

against his brother or judges him speaks against the law and 

judges it. When you judge the law, you are not keeping it, but 

sitting in judgment on it. There is only one Lawgiver and 

Judge, the one who is able to save and destroy. But you—

who are you to judge your neighbor? James 4:11-12 

 

Over the last several weeks we’ve been allowing James to 

speak into our lives to help us verify if our faith is authentic 

or artificial. In ch. 1-3, James focused on those inside the 

church whose faith is authentic to PROVE faith; but starting 

in ch. 4, he turned his attention to those w/ artificial faith to 

REPROVE their faithlessness. As we discussed last week, 

these well-meaning, lost church attenders can be identified 

by (4) actions: they incite conflict, they’re judgmental, 

they’re defiant to God’s will, and they’re greedy.   

 

A few years ago, a pastor friend of mine was diagnosed w/ 

nodules on his vocal cords – not a good problem for a pastor.  

His only cure was to not speak for 2 mo. – which meant he 

couldn’t preach. One day we were talking and he said, 

“You’d be amazed at how godly you look when you can’t 

speak, yet you still have the issue of the heart.” 



As I’ve thought about his words I couldn’t agree more. Our 

mouths often get us into trouble, but our words are simply 

the tip of the iceberg to a much more crippling issue – a 

critical, judgmental spirit. Once again, the heart of the issue 

is an issue of the heart. And James says such a spirit reveals 

that a person might not have a genuine faith b/c instead of 

trusting God – they try to become God. 

 

I An Audacious ACTION 

 

Brothers, do not slander one another. Anyone who speaks 

against his brother… speaks against the law and judges it.  

 

This may come as a surprise – but did you know slander is 

not spiritual gift? James uses habitual action verbs to speak 

of people who continually speak evil and who continually 

judge unjustly – it happens b/c they’re faith is artifical. 

 

slander (katalaleo) refers to mindless, untrue, thoughtless, 

speech intended to tear down others. It refers to defaming a 

person’s character – attacking the reputation of someone by 

proclaiming false and malicious things to slur and injure. 

 

In society, such activity is against the law and people who 

engage in it are subject to a lawsuit. But even in our blighted 

society, there’s a realization that a man’s reputation is to be 

protected and our courts are set to help protect us so others 

can’t incite unfounded, life-damaging lies w/out recourse. 



I was reminded that in the early days of our country, in New 

York, those who slandered or defamed another person would 

be arrested and punished by having their tongue pierced 

through w/ a hot iron and then banish. That’s a deterrent! 

 

Where does slander come from? Turn to John 8:44. 

 

You belong to your father, the devil, and you want to carry 

out your father’s desires. He was a murderer from the 

beginning, not holding to the truth, for there’s no truth in 

him. When he lies, he speaks his native language, for he is a 

liar and the father of lies. 

 

devil – (diabolos) slanderer. Satan is the slanderer. Rev. 12 

says he is the accuser of the brethren. Slander is a feature of 

those who are the children of Satan – people whose lives are 

dominated by the rulers of darkness.  

 

You may ask – “What the big deal w/ slander?” Slander 

demeans people and disgraces God – and this isn’t God’s 

heart. He seeks to build others up and draw them to His 

grace – and it is to this ministry every Christian is called. 

 

Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouth, 

but only what is helpful for building others up according to 

their needs, that it may benefit those who listen… Be kind 

and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just 

as in Christ God forgave you. Eph.  4:29-32 



Paul says the words of a believer are to be useful in building 

others up – words that don’t encourage grieve the H.S.  

 

Once after speaking on the tongue a girl shared w/ me about 

the power of a critical spirit. She shared of a time when she 

was judgmental and took pride in her ability to be sharp w/ 

her words. Then one day she met a girl who was hard to like 

and was being ostracized by others. In the incident, she 

spewed many harsh words. At first she was proud of the vile 

she spewed, until the next day when the girl didn’t show up 

to work b/c she had committed suicide. She said that day 

changed her forever. While she knew it wasn’t her words 

that sent the girl to her death, she knew she had some 

responsibility. She said, “I wonder every day what might 

have been if my words had been helpful instead of hurtful.” 

 

Rule of Thumb – If you didn’t hear it w/ your own ears or 

see it w/ your own eyes, then don’t invent it w/ your own 

small mind or share it w/ your own big mouth. Unknown 

 

Slander isn’t the only issue. James speaks of a critical spirit. 

 

II An Arrogant ATTITUDE 

 

When you judge the law, you are not keeping it, but sitting in 

judgment on it. There’s only one Lawgiver and Judge, the 

one who is able to save and destroy. But you—who are you 

to judge your neighbor? 



James asks – Who died and made you king for the day? 

 

I heard a funny story about a woman who had bought a pack 

of cookies as she waited to board a plane. As she sat waiting, 

she noticed out of the corner of her eye that the man sitting 

next to her opened her cookies and ate one of them. Of 

course, she was mortified not believing his audacity. So not 

to lose all of her cookies, she took one and ate it, but to her 

amazement, the man grabbed another one. Irritated, she 

removed all but one cookie from the pack. At that point, the 

man took the last cookie, broke it in ½ leaving the other ½ 

for her. Right as she was about to let the man have it, she 

noticed an unopened pack of cookies in her purse.  

 

judges (krino) it means to condemn someone. The term 

James uses here isn’t about evaluation, but condemnation.  

 

When you sit in judgment over someone as judge and jury – 

it’s wrong. NO ONE appointed you to be God! 

 

I want to be clear. James isn’t saying – it is a sin to discern. 

In fact, we’re most certainly to judge (discern) so we can 

evaluate right from wrong, truth from untruth and morality 

from immorality. We have a duty to evaluate each other to 

spur one another toward love and good deeds. At the same 

time, James clearly states that it’s absolutely wrong to judge 

someone so as to condemn them.  



James is referring to a person who enthrones themselves as 

God and denies God’s authority. God’s authority is His rule 

and reign. His rule includes His Divine attributes. His rule is 

governed by His law – which is a law of grace and love.  

 

Jesus summed up the Law when he said – Love the Lord 

your God w/ all your mind, soul, and strength; and love your 

neighbor as your self. 

 

So to James, slander and judgment are more than a breach of 

human decency; it’s a breach of God’s Law. It reflects a 

heart that’s out of step, out of sync, and likely out of 

relationship w/ God.   

 

III An Appropriate ANSWER 

 

Who are we to judge unto condemnation? No one!  Why? 

B/c we’re sinners too in need of grace. Think about it – if it 

were not for God’s grace we’d all be condemned. 

 

But when the kindness and love of God our Savior was 

revealed, he saved us. It wasn’t b/c of any good deeds that 

we ourselves had done, but b/c of his own mercy that he 

saved us, through the H.S., who gives us new birth and new 

life by washing us. God poured out the H.S. abundantly on 

us through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that by his grace we 

might be put right w/ God and come into possession of the 

eternal life we hope for.  Titus 3:5-7 



As believers we’re never to judge or slander others; instead 

we’re to be prepared to forgive as we’ve been forgiven. 

Forgiveness is that one great quality that affirms our faith. 

 

Matthew 18:21 – Jesus addresses this issue of when we feel 

like being God. Peter asked – How often am I to forgive – 7x 

(Rabbi’s said 3 times – Peter doubled it and added one)?  

Jesus said no – 70 x 7 (unlimited). Then Jesus offered a 

parable – a slave is indebt $18 million (a debt he couldn’t 

pay). The slave is judged and loses everything. The man falls 

prostrate before the king and begs for mercy. The king has 

compassion and releases him by assuming his debt (God has 

done the same for us in Christ). But then the forgiven slave 

goes out and finds a slave who owes him 100 denarii (100 

days wages – pocket change). In vs. 28, he seized him and 

began to choke him. He wanted justice even though he had 

received mercy. When it is reported to the king what the 

slave had done – he was judged accordingly.   

 

POINT – A person who’s been forgiven by God will be 

forgiving of others – he can’t help it. He doesn’t sit in wait 

hoping to cast judgment, but stands ready to extend grace. 

Jesus reaffirmed this truth in the Lord’s Prayer – Forgive us 

our debts and we forgive others – Jesus says, if you can’t 

forgive it is b/c you’ve never been forgiven.  

 

Read Luke 17:1-10. What’s our duty? Our duty is to forgive 

as Jesus forgives us. But what if we don’t feel like it?   



Forgiveness isn’t a feeling; it’s an act of faith & obedience.   

 

If your boss asked you to run an errand even though you 

were tired, would you do it?  Yes!  Why?  B/c he is your 

boss and he asked for your help.  But you didn’t feel like it.  

You do what you’re told, not what you feel. 

 

So why does a Christian forgive instead of judge/slander?  

Vs. 10 – b/c you’ve been commanded by God. This parable 

is about doing something even though you don’t feel like 

doing it – it is about forgiveness. I find this freeing, b/c I can 

obey God, do what He asks, even though I don’t feel like it. 

 

Why should I be kind and forgiving to others when they hurt 

or betray me instead of slanderous and judgmental – b/c 

Jesus forgave me my debt and has called me to be like Him. 

 

Can you imagine when Jesus was on the cross and they spit 

on Him if He had spit back? Can you imagine if He would 

have said come over here – if I can get this foot loose I’m 

going to kick you in the face – not very Savior like – it is a 

great quality not to stoop down to your accusers 

 

To judge or slander others is the opposite of a true believers 

greatest quality – humility and grace. James says, a person 

w/out humility and grace is a person who is w/out Christ. 

 


