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The Field – Luke 11:1-13      Sunday AM 

 

Recap – Last Sunday, after 2.5 years of watching, praying, 

listening and waiting – I began painting a picture of the 

future I believe God has for us at FBCPTC. In particular, I 

laid the biblical foundation from Mark 4 for what I believe is 

the basis of our calling. In Mark 4 we find (2) parables 

linked together sharing God’s heart and our calling. In the 1
st
 

parable, Jesus shared the parable of the sower which features 

a farmer who cast seed onto (4) types of soils w/ only one 

soil producing a crop. Jesus said the farmer was God, the 

seed is the Gospel and the soils represent the heart of people. 

 

SURFACE Heart – Trampled Path – Satan Steals Seed 

SHALLOW Heart – Rocky Ground – Hard Heart of Flesh 

STRANGLED Heart – Weeds – Worldly Heart 

SURRENDERD Heart – Fertile Soil – Receptive Heart  

 

This parable is essential to seeing who God is and how He is 

in relentless pursuit of us in spite of our rebellious hearts. 

 

This is what the kingdom of God is like. A man scatters seed 

on the ground. Night and day, whether he sleeps or gets up, 

the seed sprouts and grows, though he doesn’t know how. 

All by itself the soil produces grain—first the stalk, then the 

head, then the full kernel in the head. As soon as the grain is 

ripe, he puts the sickle to it, b/c the harvest has come. 



In the 2nd parable we find another farmer casting seed onto a 

field where he is responsible for nurturing and harvesting the 

seed even though he doesn’t understand how it works. It is 

my conviction this farmer is not a reference to God, but to 

us. As Christians, we’re disciples called to make disciples. 

And as we make disciples, we’re asked to bring these new 

disciples into the community of the harvest – the church. 

 

Today I want to turn our attention to the ministry of the field. 

I believe the ministry of the field is a ministry of prayer – 

and possibly the most difficult and challenging ministry of 

the church and the believer. I think prayer is difficult for (3) 

primary reasons. 

 

1 – We Don’t UNDERSTAND Prayer 

2 – We Don’t BELIEVE Prayer Works 

3 – We Don’t PRAY 

 

Before I share w/ you my heart for how we’re to become a 

praying church, let me take a moment to teach you the 

fundamentals of prayer.  

 

In Luke 11, Jesus has an exchange w/ His disciples that 

provides us w/ great insight in what and how to pray. 

 

 

 



One day Jesus was praying in a certain place. When he 

finished, one of his disciples said to him, “Lord, teach us to 

pray, just as John taught his disciples.” He said them, “When 

you pray, say: “‘Father, hallowed be your name, your 

kingdom come. Give us each day our daily bread. Forgive us 

our sins, for we also forgive everyone who sins against us. 

And lead us not into temptation.’” Then Jesus said to them, 

“Suppose you have a friend, and you go to him at midnight 

and say, ‘Friend, lend me (3) loaves of bread; a friend of 

mine on a journey has come to me, and I have no food to 

offer him.’ And suppose the one inside answers, ‘Don’t 

bother me. The door is already locked, and my children and I 

are in bed. I can’t get up and give you anything.’ I tell you, 

even though he will not get up and give you the bread b/c of 

friendship, yet b/c of your shameless audacity he will surely 

get up and give you as much as you need. “So I say to you: 

Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; 

knock and the door will be opened to you. For everyone who 

asks receives; the one who seeks finds; and to the one who 

knocks, the door will be opened. “Which of you fathers, if 

your son asks for a fish, will give him a snake instead? Or if 

he asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion? If you then, 

though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your 

children, how much more will your Father in heaven give the 

H.S. to those who ask him!” 

 

Lord. Teach us to pray. Man from Kiev in Poland. 

 



I The WHAT of Prayer 

 

A HALLOWED be Your Name 

 

Prayer begins w/ the single desire to bring honor and glory to 

God and God alone.  

 

B Your WILL be Done on Earth as in Heaven 

 

Our prayer must be that God’s will and not our will be 

accomplished on earth as it is in heaven.  This is a challenge 

in praying – when our will is in conflict w/ God’s will. 

 

C Give Us Daily BREAD 

 

Give us the manna we need to depend on you in our daily 

walk physically, emotionally, intellectually and spiritually.   

 

D FORGIVE Us as We Forgive Other 

 

Give us what we need so that we might exemplify the 

character and nature of Christ. Help us to not get in the way 

of what is most important – the souls of people. 

 

E Lead Us Not into TEMPTATION 

 

Give us what we need to depend on you in the midst of 

Satan’s schemes so we will be steadfast and immoveable.  



II The HOW of Prayer 

 

This is a befuddling passage for many people – yet it 

shouldn’t be.  This story is more about how we are to pray 

into of who we are to pray to. 

 

Background to story. People lived in 1 room houses.  At 

sundown, mom and dad would put their food and valuables 

farthest from the door, put their kids down to sleep and then 

the dad would lay down in from of the door so that any 

intruder would have to step over him. 

 

So one night, everyone is settled in asleep when the neighbor 

comes knocking b/c he has a late guest and is out of food.  

Since he is compelled to be a good host and the local Kroger 

and Publix have closed for the evening, the neighbor decides 

he’s better off being a bad neighbor than a bad host – so he 

wakes up the neighbor and family for some bread. Unhappy 

w/ the situation, the man hushes the neighbor for the 

interruption until finally he caves and gives him some bread. 

 

Jesus’ point isn’t about the Father, but about how we should 

in pray – w/ shameless audacity. Let me ask – in light of 

learning WHAT we should pray – HOW do you pray.  Do 

you pray expectantly or expectantly? W/ shameless audacity 

and reckless abandon believing – or just ho-hum? 

 

Carl Dobson teaching me to pray   



When we pray, Jesus compels us to expect mountains to 

fall into the sea. 

 

Interesting fact. When Jesus shared these words w/ His 

disciples, He was standing on the Mt. of Olives likely 

looking back toward Herodium.  Herodium was a manmade 

mountain engineered by the Romans to build Herod’s 

Palace. No doubt the disciples were aware of this feat of 

engineering and were taken back by Jesus’ words. 

 

Point. If Herod could move his mountain w/out faith, what 

sort of mountains can be moved through faith? 

 

WHERE DO WE BEGIN 

 

A TIME of Focused Prayer in Services 

 

An Open ALTAR at the End of Services 

 

A TEAM of Prayer Encouragers in Prayer Room 

 

Weekly PASTORAL Prayer Times 

 

An EXPECTATION of Prayer with Leadership 

 

A SPIRIT of Prayer among the Membership 

 

 


