
BHD – Most Likely to Succeed        2/4/18 

Judges 13          Sunday AM 

 

Bumper – This AM we’re embarking on a 4-week journey 

into the life of Samson. Back at the end of 2017 when I 

began praying about what God wanted me to share w/ our 

church, I couldn’t escape the conviction to look into the life 

of this God-called, but severely flawed OT judge. Little did I 

know at that time that PureFlix was shooting a movie to be 

premiered in theaters while we’re in this series!  

 

Have you heard the phrase – Your reputation precedes you? 

What does it mean? It starts w/ the word reputation. Your 

reputation is an estimation of what others say/think about 

you. It can be earned or projected based on what others have 

experienced or perceive about you. 

 

The key word is estimation coming from the word estimate 

which means to form an opinion of. Your reputation is an 

estimate/judgment made by someone or something for which 

you become known for. 

 

When I think back to my high school days, I’m reminded of 

Senior Superlatives – do you remember those? Most 

talented. Most athletic. Best looking. Best personality. And 

the coveted – most likely to succeed. Each superlative was 

an estimate of a classmate – a reputation to precede life. I 

wonder how many lived up to the hype? 



If Samson went to school, I’m sure he would’ve been voted 

the most likely to succeed. After all, he was a kid who 

appeared to have it all. He had parents who cherished him. 

He was out-going, athletic, and likely good-looking, and 

most importantly, he had God’s call on his life. Yet while his 

feats are legendary, his flaws were fatal. While he was 

amazingly gifted, yet he chose not to be Godly. While he 

was strong on the outside, he was weak on the inside.  

 

But Samson’s life is perplexing. His story brings us face to 

face w/ God’s sovereignty and man’s frailties. Israel didn’t 

deserve help, yet God sent it. And yet, the person God sent 

to bring deliverance needed deliverance himself. 

 

Samson was a man whose life was full of inconsistencies 

and contradictions. He was lured by lust, crippled by 

compromise, and arrested by arrogance – and yet God used 

him in spite of his flaws to initiate deliverance to Israel.  

  

Samson was like us. He had so much God-given potential; 

yet, over/over he made poor choices that led to personal 

destruction. He had so much ability/potential; yet he 

continually compromised his calling thru one poor decision 

after another. His life could be summarized in a single 

statement – Samson was a strong man w/ a weak will. 

 

Samson’s story begins in Judges 13:  



The people of Israel again did what was evil in the sight of 

the Lord, so the Lord gave them into the hand of the 

Philistines for forty years. A certain man of Zorah, named 

Manoah, from the clan of the Danites, had a wife who was 

childless, unable to give birth. The angel of the Lord 

appeared to her and said, “You are barren and childless, but 

you’re going to become pregnant and give birth to a son. 

Now see to it you drink no wine or other fermented drink and 

that you do not eat anything unclean. You will become 

pregnant and have a son whose head is never to be touched 

by a razor b/c the boy is to be a Nazirite, dedicated to God 

from the womb. He will take the lead in delivering Israel 

from the hands of the Philistines.” Judges 13:1 

 

Let me set the stage – once again, in spite of the patient 

love of God, the Israelites were unfaithful to God – resulting 

in God allowing their enemies the Philistines to overtake and 

rule over them. And this was no picnic. 

 

The Philistines were cut out of the same cloth as the 

Babylonians – they were an advanced, depraved, and cruel 

people. Their culture was built on piracy and conquest – and 

they were known to be unspeakably cruel/inhumane. They 

were a pagan nation far from God. Interestingly enough, they 

were big into pork – filling the Jewish countryside w/ pigs – 

not Kosher! One commentator called them buccaneering, 

beer guzzling, bacon-eating barbarians. 

 



B/c of Israel’s unfaithfulness, God allowed the Philistines to 

rule over them for a generation. God used this time to 

discipline the Israelites to turn their hearts back to Him. So 

after 40 yrs, God finally said, 'You've learned your lesson, so 

I'm going to raise up a man (Samson) to begin the process of 

deliverance from the Philistines.' So the angel of the Lord in 

a theophany appeared to a couple unable to conceive and 

said, 'You're going to give birth to son – Samson.' 

 

What was unique about Samson was God set him apart from 

birth commanding his parents to raise him under a Nazirite 

vow. This vow was first expressed in Numbers 6 – and 

essentially is a way for an ordinary person to be set apart for 

the glory of God. They were identified by (3) vows. 

 

 Don't drink anything fermented! 

 Don't touch anything dead! 

 Don't cut your hair!  

 

While it looks like Samson was something special – set apart 

by God – the truth is Samson is us! He's just like us. He had 

so much potential for greatness, and yet again/again he 

squandered his potential w/ stupid living.  

 

Instead of being a man after God’s heart accepting his 

calling/embracing God’s will, Samson flirted w/ temptation, 

was driven by his desires, and assumed God would turn a 

blind eye and give him a pass. Sound familiar? 



I see this all the time – good, gifted people, w/ incredible 

potential, weak where it matters the most. Weak in 

character! Fragile in conviction! Puny in commitment! 

Samson is a poster child for what happens to strong 

people w/ a weak will. 

 

This AM, from Samson’s life, I want to overview the 

primary attitudes/actions that make strong people weak: 

 

II Lured by LUST 

 

Samson was a man clearly ruled by his desires. His default 

was I want it and I want it now! 

 

Lust is the insatiable appetite to be satisfied by someone or 

something. It might be a possession, a person, a pill, or a 

priority – but the mindset is – I want it! I got to have it! I'm 

going to get it! No matter what it cost! 

 

It’s amazing how our desire for something causes us to lose 

all logic. In our want we lose all sense of the consequences. 

What starts seemingly innocent becomes a compulsion. 

 

Samson went down to Timnah and saw a Philistine woman... 

and when he returned, he said to his father and mother, "I 

have seen a Philistine woman in Timnah; get her for me as 

my wife." Judges 14:1-2 

 



Did you see it? Samson left his home town and traveled (4) 

miles to Timnah into enemy territory. He left his friends and 

went to his enemies looking for love in all the wrong places. 

And he saw a woman forbidden to him b/c God said, 'You 

shall not intermarry w/ those who do not worship me'. But he 

said – I don't care what God says: I don't care what my Mom 

and Dad think; I don't care what's right or wise – I want her!  

 

Over/over again, we see lust make strong people weak – and 

lust unchecked always leads to compromise. 

 

II  Crippled by COMPROMISE 

 

Why? I think Samson suffered from a sense of entitlement. 

Not only did he say – I want it! He thought – I deserve it! 

Samson assumed b/c he’d been set apart from birth for 

God’s glory that he was entitled to something and he could 

do whatever he desired w/out consequence.  

 

How else do you explain his willingness to break each of the 

(3) Nazirite vows placed on his life?  

 

Look at Ch. 14. One day Sam is going along when a lion 

jumped out and he killed it w/ his bare hands! You might 

think, “What’s the big deal. Didn’t David kill a lion too?” 

Yes – but look at 14:5: 

 



Samson went down to Timnah together w/ his father and 

mother. As they approached the vineyards of Timnah, 

suddenly a young lion came roaring toward him. The Spirit 

of the Lord came powerfully upon him so he tore the lion 

apart w/ his bare hands as he might have torn a young goat. 

But he told neither his father nor his mother what he had 

done. Then he went down and talked w/ the woman, and he 

liked her. Sometime later, when he went back to marry her, 

he turned aside to look at the lion’s carcass, and in it he saw 

a swarm of bees and some honey. He scooped out the honey 

w/ his hands and ate as he went along. When he rejoined his 

parents, he gave them some and they too ate it. But he did 

not tell them he had taken the honey from the lion’s carcass. 

 

Sometime after killing the lion, Samson went back to marry 

this Philistine girl and along the way – watch this… 

 

...he turned aside. 

 

Can I tell you that this is when people get in trouble? They 

get in trouble when they turn aside from God to celebrate 

their victories and satisfy their desires.  

 

Samson turned aside to look at the dead lion. Why? 

Curiosity? Pride? Who knows? Notice what the Bible says: 

 

In it was a swarm of bees and some honey, which he scooped 

out w/ his hands and he ate as he went along. 



First of all, that’s disgusting! More importantly, what did he 

do? He violated his vow not to touch anything dead. He 

betrayed his vow for a handful of honey! 

 

Who’s dumb enough to betray God for a handful of honey? 

The answer is – WE ARE! People do it every day. People 

regularly betray the God who blesses them for stupid, sinful 

things that only hurt them and those around them. 

 

But that’s not his only compromise. Look at 14:10: 

 

Now his father went down to see the woman. And there 

Samson held a feast, as was customary for young men. 

 

The Hebrew word translated as feast is mishteh. It literally 

means a party or an occasion for drinking. 

 

Do you know what Samson did? He threw himself a 

bachelor’s party. He's about to get married so he called his 

buddies, tapped a keg, and got wasted. 

 

Do you see the compromise? He had a vow on his life to 

never touch wine or any alcoholic drink. 

 

Then there’s the episode w/ Delilah that ultimately ended in 

w/ his hair getting cut off – STRIKE 3 – all (3) Nazirite 

vows broken. 



Do you know what happened? Samson didn’t think God 

cared about his followship. So b/c of his assumption and 

entitlement, he willingly compromised his character, 

convictions, and commitments to satisfy his wants.   

 

Do we not do the same? B/c we’ve accepted Jesus as our 

Savior, some believers’ think they can live as they please 

w/out consequence and they misuse grace in the name of 

gratifying their desires. They treat grace as a get-out-of-sin 

card – thinking God will turn a blind eye to their sin and 

allow them to live as they choose all the while abusing His 

grace – which is absolutely not true. Read Romans 6:1-18 

 

III Arrested by ARROGANCE 

 

Follow the sequence: I DESIRE it! I DESERVE it! And b/c 

I’m strong/capable – I can DEAL w/ it! 

 

This is what happens to strong people again/again. God has 

given great potential to bring glory to His name; and yet we 

think, "b/c I'm strong and desire it – I can handle it!” 

 

Can we fast forward to the end of Samson's life – I want to 

show you something. We’ll see this in week 4. In ch. 16, 

we’re going to see perhaps the strongest man who’s ever 

lived, a man who was called/anointed by God – w/ his eyes 

gouged out, his prized hair butchered, groping in darkness, 

listening to the ridicule of his enemies.  



This is what a life focused on lust, entitlement, and pride can 

do to you. Instead of making a difference he made a mess –

his arrogance, appetites, and audacity led to his demise.  

 

Pastor – are you telling me if I follow in the footsteps of 

Samson I'm going to have my eyes gouged out? Absolutely 

NOT! I'm telling you, it could be something far worse! 

 

I’m telling you God didn’t die on a cross to give you a 

license to sin but to give you power/purpose. He came to 

provide the world w/ emancipation from sin into a 

relationship w/ Him. 

 

Can I show you an amazing passage found in Ps. 24. 

 

The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it, the world, and 

all who live in it; he founded it on the seas and established it 

on the waters. Who may ascend the mountain of the Lord? 

Who may stand in his holy place? The one who has clean 

hands and a pure heart, who does not trust in an idol or 

swear by a false god. They will receive blessing from the 

Lord and vindication from God their Savior. Psalm 24:1-3 

 

This text is about what it takes to really succeed in life… 

 

 Instead of desiring lust – desire God 

 Instead of feeling entitled – realize you deserve death 

 Instead of trusting self – put your faith in Christ  


