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We’re in a series on the life of Samson – a man who was set 

apart from birth to lead the Israelites from the oppressive 

hand of the Philistines. Born under a Nazirite Vow – God 

gave Samson supernatural strength to achieve his calling. 

Yet, b/c of lust, entitlement, and pride, Samson became the 

poster child for what happens to strong people who are weak 

in character, fragile in conviction, and puny in commitment. 

 

Samson was a man who could be controlled by no man and 

yet he was a man who couldn’t control himself. He was a 

man who could win wonderful victories over his enemies on 

the outside and yet wasn’t able to win the victories against 

the enemies going on – on the inside. Jerry Vines 

 

Week 1 – we discussed the path to Sam’s demise, as like us, 

he was lured by lust, crippled by compromise, and arrested 

by arrogance. His posture was: I DESIRE it; I DESERVE 

it; and I can DEAL w/ it.  

 

Last week – we looked at what happens to strong men when 

they allow their emotions to control them instead of living 

under the influence of the H.S. In particular, we saw how 

anger can be a tattletale emotion that reveals the reality of 

our faith by exposing who or what is on the throne of our 

lives other than God.  



Today, we’re going to turn our attention to a 3rd fatal mistake 

in Samson’s life that many of us struggle w/ too – Samson 

enjoyed tempting temptation. He enjoyed living on the 

edge of danger testing the boundaries of God’s favor to see 

what he could get away w/.  

 

In the book, Hearts of Iron, Feet of Clay, Gary Inrig shares 

a story that gives great insight into Samson’s life. Several 

years ago on the west coast there was a marine crisis where 

300 whales were beached. Apparently, the whales got too 

close to shore as the tides were changing and were washed 

ashore and later died. Marine biologists were confounded as 

they sought to solve this mystery only to be shocked to 

discover that the whales died chasing sardines. These 

massive, highly intelligent mammals were lured to their peril 

by a 2” fish – b/c they sought to be satisfied by something 

that could never satisfy their desires.  

 

This was surely Samson plight. He was lured to his demise 

by that which could never satisfy his soul.  

 

We left off last week w/ Sam and the Philistines both so 

enraged they were destroying everyone/thing in their paths. 

Things hit a crescendo when Samson goes into a cave in 

Etam and his Israelite brethren send 3,000 men to arrest him 

to hand him over to the Philistines b/c they feared the 

Philistines. This appears to be a breaking point for Sam.  

 



Then 3,000 men from Judah went down to the cave in the rock 

of Etam and said to Samson, “Don’t you realize the Philistines 

are rulers over us? What have you done to us?” He replied, “I 

merely did to them what they did to me.” They said to him, 

“We’ve come to tie you up and hand you over to the 

Philistines.” Samson said, “Swear to me you won’t kill me 

yourselves.” They answered. “We will only tie you up and hand 

you over to them. We will not kill you.” So they bound him w/ 

two new ropes and led him up from the rock.  As he approached 

Lehi, the Philistines came toward him shouting. The Spirit of 

the Lord came powerfully upon him. The ropes on his arms 

became like charred flax, and the bindings dropped from his 

hands. Finding a fresh jawbone of a donkey, he grabbed it and 

struck down 1,000 men. Then Samson said, “W/ a donkey’s 

jawbone, I have made donkeys of them. W/ a donkey’s jawbone, 

I have killed 1,000 men.” When he finished speaking, he threw 

away the jawbone; and the place was called Ramath Lehi. B/c 

he was thirsty, he cried out to the lord, “You have given your 

servant this great victory. Must I now die of thirst and fall into 

the hands of the uncircumcised?” Then God opened up the 

hollow place in Lehi, and water came out of it. When Samson 

drank, his strength returned and he revived. So the spring was 

called En Hakkore, and it is still there in Lehi. Samson 

led Israel for 20 years in the days of the Philistines. 15:7-20 

 

I’m not sure what ensued, but something turned Sam’s life in 

a direction towards God. Maybe he was tired of the fight and 

wanted a new life. Maybe he was humbled to realize his 

countrymen sold him out.  



Whatever the case, Sam turned to God b/c (1) the Spirit of 

God fell upon him and he killed 1,000 men w/ a jawbone; 

and (2) b/c of vs. 20 – Samson led Israel for 20 yrs in the 

days of the Philistines.  

 

Did you see it? If you're not careful, you could read right 

past  it. Vs. 20 captures 20 yrs of apparent faithfulness from 

Samson. He encounters God, was revived, and now he is on 

the right track doing what he was created to do. 

 

I wish I could tell you this was the end of the story and that 

Samson road off into the sunset as a mighty hero of God – 

but unfortunately, that’s not the whole story. Look at 16:1 

 
One day Samson went to Gaza, where he saw a prostitute. He went 

in to spend the night w/ her. The people of Gaza were told, 

“Samson is here!” So they surrounded the place and lay in wait 

for him all night at the city gate. They made no move during the 

night, saying, “At dawn we’ll kill him.” But Samson lay there only 

until the middle of the night. Then he got up and took hold of the 

doors of the city gate, together w/ the two posts, and tore them 

loose, bar and all. He lifted them to his shoulders and carried them 

to the top of the hill that faces Hebron. Judges 16:1-3 

 

I Samson DROPPED His Guard  

 

For 20 yrs Samson apparently walked w/ God. For 20 yrs he 

led Israel in the ways of the Lord. For 20 yrs he apparently 

didn’t stray into the land of the Philistines.  Until one day… 



Say – ONE DAY! One day Samson went to Gaza… 

 

Truth – It’s always amazing to me how 20 yrs of good can 

be undone in 20 sec. of stupidity. How one poor decision can 

destroy a lifetime of good decisions? 

 

This idea reminds me of verse in 2 Sam. 11 about David.  

 

In the spring, at the time when kings go off to war, David 

sent Joab out w/ the king’s men and the whole Israelite 

army…But David remained in Jerusalem. One evening 

David got up from his bed and walked around on the roof of 

the palace. From the roof he saw a woman bathing… 

 

One evening… It doesn’t matter if it is one day, one evening, 

or one fleeting moment – one decision in the wrong direction 

can lead to a step-by-step downward spiral to self-

destruction. That’s why we have to always be on guard. 

 

Be alert and sober minded. Your enemy the devil prowls 

around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour. 

 

II Samson DEVALUED the Power of Temptation 

 

After 20 yrs of faithfulness to God Sam threw caution to the 

wind to travel 25 miles to the capital of his enemy to tempt 

temptation and gratify his desires – w/out a 2nd thought! 

 



Question: Who’d be so stupid to risk so much for so little? 

 

Answer: We do it all the time! A good name, a good career, 

a good marriage, a good ministry – sacrificed for a quick, 

senseless moment of temporary self-indulgence.  

 

Notice – Samson didn't ruin his life all at once. He ruined it 

one step at a time – bypassing each occasion to turn back. 

 

As I pondered his journey, I thought about how many steps a 

person would have to take to walk 25 miles? Are you ready 

for this? Realizing the avg. gait of a man is 2.5 ft. means 

Samson took some 52,800 steps in route to Gaza. Let me put 

it another way. Samson had 52,799 chances to say – “What 

am I doing? I’m turning back!” 

 

Listen – Samson didn't ruin his life all at once. He ruined it 

one step at a time as he walked toward his enemy and away 

from God underestimating the power and influence of sin. 

 

And we do the same. Most people don't plan to mess up 

their lives. In fact, I don't know one person who’s ever said, 

"You know what? My 10 yr. goal is to become an adulterer, 

a drug addict, an alcoholic, or a liar. Yet it happens time and 

time again b/c we devalue temptation and get deceived by 

our desires. 

 

 



III Samson was DECEIVED by His Desires 

  

Just when you think it can’t get any worse – look at vs. 16:4. 

 

Sometime later, he fell in love w/ a woman in the Valley of 

Sorek whose name was Delilah. The rulers of the Philistines 

went to her and said, “See if you can lure him into showing 

you the secret of his great strength and how we can 

overpower him so we may tie him up and subdue him. 

 

Sometime later… We don’t know if it is days, weeks, months 

or yrs, but Samson again gives into his desires and falls in 

love w/ another Philistine woman – and this time it cost him. 

Most of us are familiar w/ the story of Samson/Delilah. 

 

Samson falls for this woman but she doesn’t fall for him. So 

when the Philistines offer her money to get her to coax Sam 

into telling the secret of his strength she accepts. On (3) 

occasions she asks him to share his secret, and (3) times he 

misleads her and her plans fail. 

 

Time Out – (3) times she asks; (3) times he answers; (3) 

times she binds him and calls the Philistines; and (3) times 

he blows it off. Sam is either so arrogant he thinks nothing 

can touch him or so stupid he doesn’t realize Delilah is his 

enemy – or both. But in the end, he gives up his secret and 

breaks his final Nazirite Vow. 

 



She said to him, “How can you say, ‘I love you,’ when you 

won’t confide in me? This is the 3rd time you’ve made a fool of 

me and haven’t told me the secret of your strength.” W/ such 

nagging she prodded him day after day until he was sick to 

death of it. So he told her everything. “No razor has ever been 

used on my head, b/c I’ve been a Nazirite dedicated to God 

from my mother’s womb. If my head were shaved, my strength 

would leave me, and I’d become as weak as any other man.” 

When Delilah saw he had told her everything, she sent word to 

the rulers of the Philistines, “Come back once more; he has 

told me everything.” So the rulers of the Philistines returned w/ 

the silver in their hands. After putting him to sleep on her lap, 

she called for someone to shave off the seven braids of his hair, 

and so began to subdue him. And his strength left him. Then 

she called, “Samson, the Philistines are upon you!” He awoke 

from his sleep and thought, “I’ll go out as before and shake 

myself free.” But he didn’t know the Lord had left him. 

 

Any time you tempt temptation and seek out how close you 

can get to sin w/out sinning, chances are good you’re going 

over the edge – and Samson’s actions finally caught up to 

him – leaving him blind, bald, and bound before his enemies. 

  

The Consequences – The Philistines seized him, gouged out 

his eyes and took him down to Gaza. Binding him w/ bronze 

shackles, they set him to grinding grain in the prison...  

 

Ultimately – how and why did this happen? 

 



IV Samson DISREGARDED the Patience of God 

 

But he didn’t know the Lord had left him… 

 

Samson didn’t think God was that serious about sin. He 

assumed his disobedience would never cost him – and yet 

the Lord left him. God said enough is enough! He assumed 

b/c he was set apart by God he could do whatever he desired 

w/out consequence. He thought God would turn a blind eye 

to his sin. But He doesn’t and never will. 

 

If you think God is going to turn a blind eye to your sin and 

give you a pass – you’re mistaken. God is as serious about 

sin in the believer’s life as He about sin in the unbeliever’s 

life. Sin is sin and the consequences are always grave.  

 

This is why the holy, sinless, creator God entered time and 

space in the person of Jesus – to rescue His creation from the 

power, pain, penalty, and punishment of sin. And it is why 

He deposits the H.S. inside of us upon salvation – to give us 

the ability through the Spirit to live in this holy expectation. 

 
Therefore, w/ minds alert and fully sober, set your hope on the 

grace to be brought to you when Jesus Christ is revealed at his 

coming. As obedient children, don’t conform to the evil desires 

you had when you lived in ignorance. But just as he who called 

you is holy, so be holy in all you do; for it is written: “Be holy, 

b/c I am holy.” 1 Peter 1:13-15 



Ask: Are you in step w/ God or stepping away from God? 

You might be giving everyone else the impression you’re 

following Jesus – but inwardly your heart has drifted.  

 

You are only as strong as you are honest. 

 

May I share w/ you that if you're stepping away from God, 

there’s an easy fix. Do you what you should do? TURN! 

Turn around and go in the direction of God!   

 

Yes – it is that simple! And now the good news – when you 

turn around, just like in the story of the Prodigal Son, God 

will be right there waiting for you? He will be there ready to 

embrace you and to restore you to intimacy w/ Him. 

 

No matter whether you turn before your Gaza or after you’ve 

fallen and have faced the wages of sin – God is still there. 

And as we will see next week in Samson’s story, God is still 

your God and He loves in spite of what you’ve had to face. 

He will never leave you nor forsake you – b/c He is faithful 

to His children, even when we are faithless in Him. 

 

Lest we forget – whether we learn it from Samson or from 

300 whales off the west coast – it is the little things that we 

chase believing they’ll satisfy our desires that are most likely 

to lead us to our demise. Only Jesus can truly satisfy! 

  

 


