
BHD – The Comeback Kid       2/25/18 

Judges 16:23-31        Sunday AM 

 
When Ben Franklin was 7, a stranger kindly gave him the 

change in his pocket. Later on, he met a boy playing w/ a 

whistle, so Ben exchanged the money for the whistle which he 

played w/ until he discovered he’d given (4x) as much as the 

whistle was worth. Instantly, the whistle lost its charm. As Ben 

grew older he’d often refer to this lesson whenever he saw 

someone neglecting their family/business for political 

popularity/wealth – saying, “He pays too much for his whistle.” 

  

W/out a doubt, Samson paid way too much for his whistle. 

Truth is people often pay too high a price for something that 

looks so good, promises so much, yet delivers so little. Just 

as fish are hooked b/c they’re attracted by the bait, Samson 

was hooked trying to find satisfaction in that which could 

never satisfy him. Such is the story of too many people today 

– the world offers us whistles that aren’t worth the price. 

 

If you’re just joining us today, we’ve been in a series on the 

life of Samson entitled BHD – b/c the mistakes Sam made 

(that we make too) are a BHD.  

 

Sam was a man set apart from birth to lead the Israelites 

from the oppressive hand of the Philistines. Born under a 

Nazirite Vow God gave Samson supernatural strength to 

achieve his calling.  



Yet, b/c of lust, entitlement, and pride, he became the poster 

child for what happens to strong people who are weak in 

character, fragile in conviction, and puny in commitment. 

 

Week 1 – we saw the path to Sam’s demise, as like us, he 

was lured by lust, crippled by compromise, and arrested by 

arrogance thinking – I desire it; I deserve it; I can deal w/ it.  

 

Week 2 – we looked at what happens when strong men 

allow their emotions to control them instead of living under 

the influence of the H.S.  

 

Week 3 – we looked at what happens when we live life on 

the edges/ledges tempting temptation. And how one step at 

a time we can ignore God and walk to our own demise.   

 

As we close our series today, I have good news. After 

blowing it over/over again, Sam finally gets something right. 

When he found the bottom of the barrel he finally looked up 

beyond himself to God – and became the Comeback Kid. 

 

If there’s a group of people who can appreciate a comeback 

it’d be our city/state. After enduring the past (2) football 

seasons where the Patriots, and that team to the west, 

mounted incredible comebacks against the Falcons and the 

Dawgs – we have an understanding. When it was all said and 

done, Samson too is a marvelous comeback story. 



A comeback is to return to success – it’s to be down/out and 

then arise from the grave to snatch victory. Comeback 

stories are a reminder of a critical truth that many people 

never grasp – just b/c you failed at something doesn’t mean 

you’re a failure b/c failure is an event, and never a person. 

 

In Samson, we see a man who failed over/over again b/c he 

never embraced his true God-given identity. He never 

understood who he was and what God had called him to be. 

He chose to be less than who he truly was. But what we’re 

going to see is what happens when a person finally comes 

to the end of themselves and gets that God can do far 

more in/thru our weaknesses than He could ever 

accomplish in/thru our strengths. 

 

If right now you think you’re down, let me assure you – 

you’re not out. God is working in your conditions to bring 

you to the place where you are broken/dependent on Him.  

 

W/ this in mind, let's read Judges 16:21: 

 
Then the Philistines seized him, gouged out his eyes and took 

him down to Gaza. Binding him w/ bronze shackles, they set 

him to grinding grain in the prison. But the hair on his head 

began to grow again after it had been shaved. Now the rulers 

of the Philistines assembled to offer a great sacrifice to 

Dagon their god and to celebrate, saying, “Our god has 

delivered Samson, our enemy, into our hands.” When the 



people saw him, they praised their god, saying, “Our god has 

delivered our enemy into our hands, the one who laid waste 

our land and multiplied our slain.” While they were in high 

spirits, they shouted, “Bring out Samson to entertain us.” So 

they called Samson out of the prison, and he performed for 

them. When they stood him among the pillars, Samson said to 

the a boy who held his hand, “Put me where I can feel the 

pillars that support the temple, so I may lean against 

them.” Now the temple was crowded w/ men and women; all 

the rulers of the Philistines were there, and on the roof were 

about 3,000 men and women watching Samson perform. Then 

Samson prayed to the Lord, “Sovereign Lord, remember me. 

Please, God, strengthen me just once more, and let me w/ one 

blow get revenge on the Philistines for my two eyes.” Then 

Samson reached toward the two central pillars on which the 

temple stood. Bracing himself against them, his right hand on 

the one and his left hand on the other, Samson said, “Let me 

die w/ the Philistines!” Then he pushed w/ all his might, and 

down came the temple on the rulers and all the people in it. 

Thus he killed many more when he died than while he lived. 

Then his brothers and his father’s whole family went down to 

get him. They brought him back and buried him b/w Zorah 

and Eshtaol in the tomb of Manoah his father. He had led 

Israel 20 years. Judges 16:21-31 

 

As we saw last week, Delilah succeeded in taking Samson 

out. For while the Philistines didn’t know the source of his 

strength, the absolutely knew his weakness – Phil. women.  



So they hired Delilah to seduce his secret, and she lured him 

to his demise exposing everything about Samson leaving 

him bald, bound, blind, and berated as a buffoon before his 

enemy. BTW – there’s a critical lesson on spiritual warfare 

here that can’t be missed: 

 

B/c of duplicity b/w his beliefs/behavior, Samson shows us 

that sin is binding, blinding, and grinding. His story isn’t a 

tale of what sin can do, but a lesson on what sin unchecked 

can do when we walk past precepts, principles, parents, 

problems, and pain to satisfy our desires w/ worldly things. 

It shows us what unchecked sin can do when we play w/ it, 

harbor it, and fall in love w/ it – instead of confronting it, 

confessing it, checking it, and clearing it from your life. 

 

What you and I have done in private sin, in the secret places 

of our hearts/lives, is open scandal in the halls of hell – and 

neither has it gone unnoticed in the domain of God. Nelson 

 

So the Philistines shave off his hair, pluck out his eyes, and 

throw him into a work camp as they prepare to throw a party 

to celebrate their victory over their public enemy #1 by 

making a public spectacle of him. 

 

You might be wondering why they didn’t kill him. B/c 

there’s nothing a heathen loves more than to revel in the 

demise of a fallen righteous man. It absolves them of their 

inner guilt. So they abused him instead. 



So let's unpack what’s happened. Some 3,000+ Philistines 

gathered in the temple where they worshipped the fish/god 

Dagon. Dagon was a god w/ a human head and a fish body.  

So they gathered to thank their ‘man-fish’ god for delivering 

Samson into their hands!' So they're making sacrifices and 

praising the man-fish god, and torturing Samson.  

 

In the midst of this transition, Samson hits rock bottom and 

has a decision to make concerning his relationship w/ God. 

 

 REJECT and RUN 

 RATIONALIZE and RESIST 

 REPENT and RECONCILE 

 

By the inference of the Scripture, it appears Sam has found 

his breaking point – and he finally surrenders to God.  

 

The result is Samson (v 28), does something he’s never done 

in his life – he prays for strength. His hair had started to 

grow back, but if you remember, his strength wasn’t in his 

hair – it was in his Nazirite Vow. Two Quotes 

 

God can’t use anyone greatly until they’ve been broken. 

Rick Warren 

 

God loves to forgive even more than you love to sin.  

Charles Spurgeon 

  



He calls Jehovah (YHWH) 

 Please – b/c he’s reverent 

 Remember me – b/c he’s humble 

 Just this one time – b/c he’s sacrificial 

 

I think it finally donned on Samson in those final moments 

of his life – God can do more in my weakness than He 

could do through my strengths. 

 

And God heard his prayer – and gave him enough strength to 

end well – and to end in a right relationship w/ God. 

 

Samson is mentioned 1x in the NT – Hebrews 11. 

 

What more shall I say? I don’t have time to tell about 

Gideon, Barak, Samson and Jephthah, about David and 

Samuel, and the prophets, who through faith conquered 

kingdoms, administered justice, and gained what was 

promised; who shut the mouths of lions, quenched the fury of 

the flames, and escaped the edge of the sword; whose 

weakness was turned to strength; and who became powerful 

in battle and routed foreign armies. Hebrews 11:32-34 

 

BHD Moral of Samson’s life: 

 

 Failure does not have to be FATAL or FINAL if we will 

turn to God in FAITH 

 



 We need to LEARN before we have to EXPERIENCE 

 

 While God’s grace is SUFFICIENT to forgive – it is 

INSUFFICIENT of overlook or look passed sin 

 

 God loves to FORGIVE even more than we love to SIN 

 

 


